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4. ‘at for. the prefent be. difcontinued permit the 
‘Error to fill a blank page with a d of Exhort- 


; Tie) 
‘ation. 
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Biemensber that all things are fading’ ‘and 
twith ‘all it’s: cares, toils, and enjoyments. ‘Set ‘not,’ ‘then, 
“yous things below, but on thofe ‘which are 
‘above. Make <fure .work for Eternity. Make: your 
galling and election fare ; and then the eternal inheritante 
cwill afluredly your portion, That* inhéritance 
_be infinitely more! than a recompence for all’ 
fufferings -your pilgrimage through ‘this’ life. 
nook :daily to the'Lord. Maintain continual “ commynion 
with the father, and with his \Jefus Chrift,” ‘in 
ates “faith, meditation, and humble ardent prayer. Never for- 
“Get ithat sbelieving prayer enfures: fpiritual’ profperiy ; 
-rthat the datter-cannot be enjoyed. ‘without diligent attention 
tothe former: Regard the welfare of :your Brethren) and 
make con{cience .of practifing mutual. exhortation and ad- 
monition. Exhort one another daily, as as fo ‘much 
more, as ye fee the day approaching. 
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flemetiber the value of Divine truth, ni 


_ ftate of holinefs and conformity to the law and. image of ‘God, 
in order to our admiffion into the kingdom:of heaven; the 

mecefiity of diligence, watehfulnefs,. prayer, andthe continual, 
_exercife of faith, in. order.to overcome all our fpiritual enemies, 

| to Srrive fafely in the world of glory; the certainty of the 
@ _ promifes of fina) victory, and eternal felicity to all who thas 
4 endure to the end in the way of God, and of all a a 
which is neceflary for us, to enable us.thus to perfeverey and 


_fidhere to it. Divine truth is the food of the foul. Feed 
| 4 its that you maybe, « Strong insthe. Lord; arid in the 
power of his might.” It i is wonderfully adapted to the condi< 
| tion of man... Among the branghes of Divinetruth, 
| hich are ‘clearly in fcripture, I venture to recom- 
‘| the following te your frequent and ferious contemplas 
tion ; as-you muit have obferved that they are exprefslydes | 
er __ @lared in fcripture ; ; and as you will find, by experience; that 
| | are of peculiar importante, cand the impreffions 
your minds. "The guilty, polluted, and. helplefs condi- 
| tion of all men in their natural ftate ; the purity of the Divine -} 
| Jaw, and the infufficieney of all: ‘tighteoufnefs ; the 
d : | godhead and atonement of the Lord Jefus Chrift, with his | 
ibility; ‘feadinels; to fave-all that believe in him ; the 
| “aniverfality of our Lord's death, an@ the glorious way. of 
ae _ -falvation, opened by it for every finner who comes to him la 
. a4 faith ; the abfolute freenefs of falvation by Chrift; to all that | 
to him,without any recommending excellenciés what-= 
| | the neceflity of regeneration by the Divine fpirit;-t0.a | 
Et. 
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A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE LATE REV. MR, samust 


“try. Fiom being sander: 
and: and learned. he came, furnifhed with good ftares. of | 
| maxims of prudence and principles of reli-. 
my at Northampton, unger the direétionef 


of his Sermons and 2 
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CLARK, WHO (IN: CONSEQUENCE OF BEING FLUNG 
FROM HIS HORSE) DEPARTED THIS LIFE, DEC. OTH, 
"14695 IN THE FORE IRD YEAR Be. 
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Rev. Mr. Clatk had to defeend 
_ from a family which for man 


generations had been eminent 
forlearning and piety. Mr. ei Clark, of. Rennet Fink, 
the hiftorian, of Select Lives, the Marrow of Eccle- 


Samuel Clark, of Aylefbury, author of the Ancnemibes! on 
Scripture, were his anceftors. * The Rev. Dr. Samuel Clark, 
of St. Alban’s, his; father, was in every. view a very amiable, 
and a great man. Among many excellent 


paftoral care.* Hence we.may eafily conclude:he paid uneom- 


of this fon,-who was early inclined and devoted to the mii) 
the care.of .a.very wife and pious 


= qualities he was re- 
-markable for the pains he took with the young people under his 


fiaftical Hiftory, and feveral other valuable pieces, and Mr. 


meon.attention to the education of his own children; ef pire 
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fubfifted between the families, fecured him every advan- 
tage he could enjoy under a moft able and affectionate tutor. — 
His father lived to fee him enteron the miniftry in a manner | 
which no doubt revived and delighted his heart, though’he . 
- -was far advanced in years and bowed down with infirmities. — 
On the conclufion of his ftudies, Mr. Clark was chofen by © 
_ his tutor to affiit him in the bufmefs of the academy, and in — 
little more than a year, when that great and good man was | 
obliged to retire on account of his health, he committed the 
care both of his academy and congregation tohim. The 
‘ manner in which he difcharged this truft not only gave general 
fatisfaction, but greatly furprized all who were acquainted 
with him, and raifed the higheft idea of his talents, and the ex- 
cellent difpofitions of his heart*. When the academy was © 
removed to Daventry, he kindly continued as affiftant in it | 
for five years; and I take pleafurein acknowledging in ‘this 
public manner, that his friendfhip, his abilities, and his pru- 
dent counfels were of effential fervice, and mainly contributed 
to the reputation and fuccefs, whatever they have been, with 
which that inftitution has been conducted. Pei 
From thence he removed to this place at Midfummer, 1757: _ 
and here I may naturally clofe the detail. I need not tell you, 
__ (Prov.xxxi, 18, )that the heart of his colleague hath fafely truft- 
ed in him’; and that they have lived together, for more than 
| twelve'years, in the moft entire harmony, friendfhip, and con- 
_. fidence. I need not tell you how (2 Tim. iv. 2.) he preached 
the ‘word, sivas inftant in feafon, and out of feafon » what pains 
he took to khow the ftate of his flock, and how affiduoufly he 
attended to all the cafes which might more efpecially demand © 
paftor’s care: how conftantly and affectionately he attended 
the fick ; how diligently he fought out the diftrefled, how 
_ Jiberally he imparted to them of the fubftance with which 
had bleffled him ; and _ with what fpirit he entered into all | 
fchemes of public charity, efpecially for the relief of the fick, 


and the inftruGtion of the poor. I need not tell you, withhow 
| _.* During the Doétor’s abfence from home, and ufing the 
|. preferibed means for the reftoration of his health, he often 


s _-_» mentioned it to his friends as a fingular happinefs that God 

i} had given him an affiftant, (Mr. Clark) to whom he could 

| _ Chearfully confign the care of his academy and congregation ; 

|) (as he expreffeth it in a letter to a friend from Briftol) 

| whofe great prudence and wife difpofition of affairs made 
him quite eafy as to both.’”” Mr. Orton’s Life of Dr.Dod- 

dridge, 8vo. p. 339- 3 
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condefcenfion and affability he, who was courted by the. 
learned and polite; and knew how to relifh their company, 
converfed with the pooreft and moftiliterate perfons ; efteem- 
ing thofe, as I have often heard him fay, his happy days, which. __ 
he fpent in difcourfing with them on religious fubjects with a 
freedom, which fome perfons in higher life are neither inclined _ 
to ufe nor allow. I hope, I need not remind you who are. 
entering upon the world, what various fchemes he formed for — 
your benefit, or the prudence and sefolution with which he | 
carried them into executien; the youth of the fociety, what sy 
pains he beftowed in catechifing you; or you, children, of the _ 
obliging and inftructive notice he took of you, when occafion= _ 
ally vifiting your parents. How much do you owe to fucha 
-miniiter ? How dear fhould his memory be to you? How | 
thankful fhould you be that he was fixed amongtt you? Ineed — 
not obferve in this place, that his general converfation was 
admirably calculated to do good: that he was always modeft 
and humble, but never mean; that a decent chearfulnefs and a 
flow of good nature appeared in his familiar vilits, without ever 
finking below his character; fo that it might feem impoflible 
his acquaintance either not to love, or not to reverence 
him. You muft have remarked his eafy natural manner of in- 
_ troducing inftructive and ferious hints; fothata perfon muit be 
grievoufly wanting to himfelf, who {pent an hour in his com- 
pany without being the wifer andthe better: that it appeared 
to be his concern, wherever he was, to be doing good; and his 
delight, when an opportunity offered, whoever was the object 
; His genius was folid and good: his underftanding was clear, _ 
his judgment {trong ; his memory faithful: his paffions were 
naturally cool, and were brought under the moft exact regula- 
tion: his affections were warm, and his heart fufceptible of the 
_ tendereft fentiments : his diligence, refolution, and perfeverance 
were uncommonly great: his knowledge of the world was fo 
extenfive and exadt, his penetration fo great, his heart fo honeft, 
his friendfhip fo fincere, and his tongue under fuch wife com- 
mand, that he was.confulted by his friends in the moft intricate — 
and delicate affairs ; and I will venture to fay, they never re- 
pented of the confidence they repofed in him, and generally 
_ faw reafon to follow his advice. His ufefulnefs in this refpect 
cannot be eftimated. How many perfons will be cut to the 
"heart by addreffing to them the prophet’s queftion, Mic. iv. 9. 
© Ts thy counfellor perifhed ?” This uncommon fagacity. was 
attended with the greateft generofity, and the niceft fenfe of 
honour ; fo that may affirm he was never fulpeeted of mean- 
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néfs, artifice 6r cunhing. In the character of a fon, and a. 
brother, he was a fintlhed model. His conduct asa minifter 
I have had occafion to mention in various views; but have 
not been able in any of them to do him juftice, as you well 
know. Such were the grounds of that hearty efteem, that 
tender affection, that liveiy gratitude, that high regard and 
veneration, on account of which lam perfuad.d i may apply 
to many of you, as juftly as to any Chriitians in modern tinics, 
the ftrong words of the ap. tle Paul, Gaal. iv, 15. “J bear you 
record that, if it had been poffible, you would have plucked 
out your own eyes, and have given them tohim :” and -you | 
well know that his cares, his influence, his ufefulnefs and 
efteem were not confined to thiscongregation; but reached to 
perfons and focieties in the neighbourhood, and even to a great | 
diftance. Ina word, a perfon of his years fo wife, fo ufeful, 
fo highly efteemed, fo univerfally lamented, I never knew, 


and i believe has feldom been known. 
That his years were fo few, that he was cut off in the prime. 
_ of his life and ufefulnefs, and in fuch an awfui* manner, are 
to us matter of unfeigned and bitter lamentation. But let us 
be filent, confidering, Pfal. xxxix. 9. that God hath done it. 
‘This affiiction was brought upon us by what we call an ac~ 
cident: many circumftances, which led to it, were as contin 
gent and fortuitous as any we imagine; and it is natural 
to refic&t “had this been done, or that omitted, our lofs had 
been prevented.”” But are not accidents as much under the 
 direétion of Providence, as difeafes? Mat. x. 29. Ifa {par- 
row fall not to the ground without our Father ; furely the 
death of a man, by which fo many important connections are 
broken, and the probation of an immortal creature brought 
to a clofe, is an affair of too great moment to be overlooked | 
by him: leaft of ail, are we to iphagine he was unconcerned 
when a good man fell; one by whote death hundreds of God’s 
faithful fervants and dear children are grieved and fuffer great- 
_ dy, the caufe of religion is deeply affected, a lamentable breach 
is made in the church, and the world is deprived of a perfon 
who bid as fair for being extenfively ufeful for many yeais, 
as any character we have known. ‘This was occalioned by 


He was flung from his horfe in one of the ftreets of Bir- 
mingham,on Lord's day u.orning, Dec. 3, as he was fetting 
Out to preach to a congregation at Oldbury, which he and his 
 edileague, the Rev. Mr. Howell, alternately fupplied. He 
Janguifhed under the effedts of his fall for three days, but%was 
very little, if at all, fenfible during the whole time. © 
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an accident. But are we, therefore to think it the werkof 
chance? Did it fall out Without the approbation and appoint-- 
ment of Ged? Was it an overfight in the great Governor'of’ 
the world, and was he inattentive when it happened ?—What 
notions can we then have of providence? of what truft can: 
we place in it, if accidents like this are not within it’s plan,’ 
and under the direction of an all-wife and gracious God ?. 
And if they are, let us hold our peace and fubmit. Hof. xiv. 9.° 
«“ His ways are right.” This is a dark and myfterious dif-- 
penfation ; but it cannot be wrong. He may indeed ‘be dif- 
pleafed, and mean to chaftife us: it is proper, therefore; to 
fay, “ fhow us wherefore thou contendeft with us ;” to eh= 


quire what each of us may have done to forfeit fo great 2’ 
bleffing and incur fuch a heavy correction. The er of 


his death gives every fenfible heart a particular fhock. But — 
here too let us acquiefce. Of what importance is it, in | 
way a good man goes to heaven? If the foul ‘be but fafe, it is 
below the magnanimity of a Chriftian to be much concerned 
about the little circumftances of the time and place ahd manner 
of his death? Much Jefs can we fuppofe they are recollected — 
with regret, by a fpirit that is fafely arrived: and, as the great 
Mr. Howe obterves,” if God be pleafed, thed crea 
ture pleafed, who are we that we fhould be a Byte ? 
You have indeed much ‘caufe to mourn; I ‘hey 
call upon you, the members of this congregation, to engare in 
an act of praife. Blefs God that you are not, Mark vi. 32, — 
“‘ like fheep not having a fhepherd*” Be thankful that the | 
life of your other dear and honoured pafter,: though often 
threatened, is {till continued. Pity him, and carry it tenderly 
to him, under that load of forrow, which has rendered him in- 
capable of affifting you on this occafion; the only confider-— 
_ ation which could have engaged metoattemptit. Endeavour 
by all the tokens of kindnefs.and refpeét to relieve his mi 
and make his labours among you pleaiant and ufefdl, 
In the choice of a colleague to him proceed with coolnefs, 
deliberation and oe Let every one follow ‘the things 
_ which make for peace, and confult the good of the'whole, with. 
out any undue concern for the gratihcation of his own in- 
clination and tafte. Nothing would have grieved your late 
_ paitor more than the apprehenfion of difcord in the choide-of a 
fuccefior. Shew that you have profited by the example He 
fet you of caution, moderation and public fpirit, =» 


Life prefixed tohis works, p.34. 
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= By confidering your lofs, by obferving-your countenances, — 

by reflecting on my own feelings, I knéw yourforrow exceeds 

exprefion. I pity you, and demand your pity. None but ~ 

my Own heart and he who fearcheth it know what I have 

Joit, and what I feel. But let us remember, the confolations 

of God are not fmalJ. The apoftle fuggefts a noble fupport 

under forrows of every kind in the words that follow my 

. text. “ Jefus Chrift is yefterday, to-day, and forever the | 
fame.” Though friends and kindred, though the moft valuable 

~~ members of the church and it’s moft ufefui minifters, die, the 


Chriftian Religion is the fame, and may ftill adminifter thofe 
fafe directions and folid fupports, which fincere believers have 


ss derived from it in every age. Chrift has the fame regard for 
church and people he ever had. He who employed and 
:  furnifhed and bleffed the minifters we lament, can raife up 
iT others with equal talents , or, with inferior abilities, can r@p-. 
it der them equally ufeful. Tohim let us feek; on him 36 

usrely; inhim let us rejoice; and afcribe to him, as the 

ai ‘wife and gracious head of the church, Rev. v. 13. bleffing 
i honour, and glory, and power, for ever andever. Amen! 


BISHOP BURNET’S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF | 
THE ENGLISH MARTYRS. 


LIFE OF THOMAS WATTS © 


. Me. THOMAS WATTS of Billerica, in the county 
of Effex, and diocefe of London, was a linen-draper by trade, 
and a religious man, according to the reformation of the 
church in the reign of King Edward the Sixth ; but upon the 
coming in of Queen Mary to the crown, he was apprehenfive 
that he fhould be troubled by his enemies for his religion : 
and therefore he broke up his fhop, fold his goods, and diipofed 
of and fettled all his worldly fubftance upon his wife and — 
children, and gave confiderably to the poor. And all this he 
did before his being taken up, which happened upon the 25th 
of April, 1555. or then he was apprehended and brought 
before the Lord Rich, and other commiffioners and juftices of 
the peace, at the quarter-feffions at Chelmsford. — ce 
_ Upon his coming into court the Lord Rich faid nie him, 
cme Watts, 
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LIVES OF THE ENGLISH MARTYRS- § 7 


Watts, you are brought hither, (as I underftand) for difobey- 
ing the Kine and Queen’s laws; ye will not come to church, 
ye will not hear mafs, &c. but have your conventicles, a fort 
of you, in corners, Contrary to the ing and Queen’s pro- 
ceedings. 
Watts anfwered,* My Lord, if I have offended againft the 
law, I am here fubject to the law.” 
Then hotany juftice of peace, faid un | him, 
© Watts, I pray thee tell me who hath been thy fchoolmafter, 
to teach thee hia doétrine ? Where didft thou firft learn this 
Indeed, fays Watts, You, Sir, taught it me, and none more 
than yourfelf; for in King Edward’s days, in open feffions, — 
_ you fpake againft this religion that .is now ufed, no preacher 
~ more: You then faid the mafs was abominable, and all their 
trumpery befides ; wifhing, and earneftly exhorting that none 
' fhould believe therein, and that our belief fhould be only m 
Chrift: and you faid then, whofoever fhould bring in any 
{tr nation to rule here, it were treafon, and not |to be 


fuffered.” 
Then faid Mr. Brown to my Lord Rich, * He belies me, 
my Lord: what aknave is this? He will foon belie me be- 
hind my back, when he doth it before my face.” And my 
Lord Rich faid again, I dare fay hedothfo,. 


~ Inconclufion, the commiffioners fent Watts to the bithop 
of London, with a letter to the faid bifhop, figned with their 
hands. PI hate 
What private conference the bifhop had with Watts, is 
not known. But on Thurfday the 2d of May he was 
brought into the confiftory-court in London, and there ex- 
_ amined upon the difcourfe he had with the Lord Rich and the 
reft of the commiffioners at Chelmsford ; and then the bifhop 
exhibited divers articles againft him, according to the practice 
of the court, requiring his particular anfwer to each article ; 
which are as follow: __ | 
4. It was objected to him, That he did not believe in the 
facraments of the holy Catholic church, as the Catholic 
church of Rome, em other churches members of the fame 
have believed and taught, but defpifed the fame. a 


To this he anfwered,‘ That he believed in all the facra- 
_ ments according to Chrift’s inftitution, but not according to 
the bifhop of Rome’s church: and further faid, that he doth 
not now believe as he had dane in times paft; for ini time 
paft he believed as the church then. believed, but now he 
doth aot fo believe. For the church of Rome had deceived 


‘us, 
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8 ely) LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF 


us, as therefore he faid he did not believe as the deurch 
of but as Chrift hath taught him.’ And fur- 
ape That he was fo taught to believe by the — 
ec ol one Mr. Alvey and others, whofe names he 
not; which he laid, did preach the word 
of God truly and fincerely.’ — 
That he believeth, and alfo has taught others, that the 
fubftance of material bread and wine do remain in the facra~ : 
ment of the altar after the confecration. 
To this he anfwered, ‘ That he believed that Chrift’s body _ 
is in heaven, and no where elfe; and further adds, that he 
will pe believe that Chrift’s body is in the facra- 


we ibe he believeth the mafs to be abominable. 
o this he anfwered, ‘ That he did fo believe, and would 
ot go from that belief. 
fe ‘That he believeth that confeffion to a prieft i is not ne- 
Te, this he faid, © He did not believe that the prieft could | 
_abfolve him of his fins ; but he denied not but it ai good to 
afk counfel of the prieft. ’ 
_ g§. That in the open feffions he did confefs that he had re- 
fufed to come to the church, and to hear divine fervice, and re- 
ceive the facrament. of the altar: becaufe that like as the 
fervice of the church fet out in the days of King Edward the 
Sixth was faid and alledged to be abominable, heretical, fchif- 
‘matical, and all naught; fohe the faid Watts then and there 
faid before the faid commiffioners, that all that is now ufed 
_and done in the church is abominable, heretical, {chifmatical, 
and altogether naught: and alfo that he then did utter before 
the commiffioners, other erroneous and arrogant words, to 
the hurt of his foul, and the evil example of the people 
there prefent: 

To this Watts anfwered, © That he did utter and fpeak 
as in this article is contained ; and further defired God, 
that he might die in that faith and belicf wherein he 
now is.” 

Thefe and fome he articles of leffer moment being 
propofed to him, and his anfwers thereunto written down, 
were read in open court as often. as he there appeared, which 
was three or four times; at which times the bifhop and 
ethers did endeavour what they could to caufe him “i deny 
his profefion. 

But he faid, God keep me from the doStrine ye would 
ave 
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THE ENGLISH MARTYRS. 


have me come unto; andI befeech God that I may perfevere 
in that I’ have done, for will ftand to mine anfwers. 
Then the fentence of condemnation was read againft 
him, and he was there delivered to the fheriffs of London, 
who committed him to Newgate until the gth of June, and 
then fent him down to Chelmsford, to one Scot’s houfe, an — 
innkeeper there ; where he was in the company of Thomas 
Hawkes, and others, that were fent down tobe burned in 
Effex ; and they ail prayed together. Geet. 
Afterwards Watts prayed privately by himfelf ; and his 
wife and fix children came to fee him, to whom he {pake to 
this effect: ‘ dear wife, and my good children, | mult now 
depart from you; therefore henceforth know I you no more: 
but as the Lord hath given you to me, fo I give you again 
unto the Lord, whom I charge you to obey and fear; and 
beware that ye turn not to this abominable popery, againft 
the which I fhali anon, by God’s grace, give my blood. Let 
not the murdering of God’s faints caufe you to recant, but take 
occafion thereby to be ftronger in the Lord’s quarrel ;|and 
I doubt not but God will be a merciful Father unto 
When he had done fpeaking, two of his children were fo 
affe&ted with what he had faid to thei, that they offered to be 
burned with him: then he kiffed them, and took leave; and fo 
he was carried to the fire, where he patiently yielded: up his 
foul into the hands of God. | | | | i 
When he was at the ftake he kiffed it; and faid to my 
Lord Rich, thefe or the like words: My Lord, beware, 
beware, for you do againft your own confcience herein, 
and except ye repent, the Lord will avenge it; for you 
are the caufe of this my death. He fuffered June the 
10th, 1555. | 


| 


LIVES OF JOHN BRADFORD, DIVINE; AND JOHN LEAFE, 
AN APPRENTICE. 4 


- JOHN BRADFORD, was born at Manchefter, in the 
county of Lancafter, and brought up by his parents to the 
knowledge of the latin tongue, and made fit for bufinefs ; 

and he became a fervant to Sir John Harrington, who was 
treafurer to King Henry the Eighth for bis camps and build- 
ings. After fome years continuance in this fervice, to the 
good liking and fatisfaQion of his matter, the faid Tohn 
Bradford grew weary of this courfe of lifej and had a creat 
Vou, ILI. |. 
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inclination to apply himfelf to learning; and fo went ta 
_-—,- Cambridee, and gave himfelf to ftudy, where he improved fo 
} Fy well, that in one year’s time the univerfity gave him the 
ie degree of mafter of -arts. And the mafter and fellows of 
Pembroke-hall had fuch a refpect for him, that they gave 
him a fellowthip in their college. | 
FN «. Martin Bucer being at that time in Cambridge, took 2 
great liking to Mr. Bradford, and perfuaded him much to 
give himfelf to the preaching of God’s word. Bradford ex- 
cufed himfelf from taking that office on him, for want of fuf- 
ficient learning. ‘To whom Bucer replied, If thou haf not 
a ie fine manchet-bread, yet give the poor people barley-bread, or 
it --- whatfoever elfe the Lord hath committed unto thee. 
yo And whilit Mr. Bradford was thus perfuaded to enter into 
Dr. Ridley, bifhop of London, fent for him, 
if ii and put him into deacon’s orders, and gave| him licence to 
mie _ preach, and made him a prebendary of St. Paul’s; and he. 
| continued a preacher three years, fharply rebuking vice, 
| ee affectionately preached Chrift crucified, ftrongly confuting 
i | herefies and errors, and earneftly perfuading to a godly life, 
till the death of good King Edward the Sixth. 
After Queen Mary came to the crown, Mr. Bradford con- 
| tinued his courfe of preaching for fome time, till he was 
hindered by a certain accident, which was this 
In the firft year of Queen Mary’s reign, upon the 13th 
ea of Auguft, 1553, Bonner, bifhop of London, ordered Mr. 
Bourn, a canon of St. Paul’s, and after bifhop of Bath, to 
preach at Paul’s crofs, london; where he took occafion, 
from the gofpel of the day, to juftify Bonner, then reftored 
- to his bifhopric, who, fays Bourn, had preached upon the 
fame text, that day four years, in the fame place, and was 
for the fame moft cruelly and unjuftly caft into the moft 
vile dungeon of the Marfhalfea; and there kept prifones 
during the time of King Edward the Sixth, 

At thefe words the people began greatly to murmur, fo 
that the lord mayor and aldermen feared there would be an 
uproar; for one saft a dagger at the preacher in the pul- | 
pit, and the people were fo enraged, that they were ready to 
pull him out of the pulpit, fo that he was forced to with- 
draw ; and he defired Mr. Bradford, who ftood behind him 
in the pulpit, to ftep forward and fpeak to the people, to try 
toappeate them, for they would not be quiet at the com- 

mand of the lord mayor, but the more he fpake the more 
outrageous they were. But when Mr. Bradford, at the 
reque.t of Mr. Bourn, appeared in the pulpit, the people re- 
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joiced, and gave a fhout, crying, Bradford, Bradford, God 
{ave thy life, Bradford ! And then they gave ear tohis fpeech 5 


who reproved them for making that diforder in the church, 


not contidering the facrednefs of the place, and exhorted! them 
to peace and quietnefs ; ; and prefently the uproar cole and 
the congregation difperfed peaceably. 

But Mr. Bourn fearing the rage of the people, deliced Mr. 
Bradford not to leave him till he had feen him fafely houfed ; 
and this Mr. Bradford performed, and conduéted him to the 
{chool-mafter’s houfe in fafety. 

In the afternoon Mr. Bradford did preach again, at Bow 


church, in Cheapfide, where he rebuked the people for their A ~ if 


Jate tumultuous behaviour at St. Paul’s crofs. 

_ And within three days, Mr. Bradford was fummoned before 
the Queen and her council, and there charged as the caufe of 
the late riots about Bougi’s preaching at St. Paul’s, though 
he w.s the man that preferved Bourn from the outrage of 


_ the people, and appeafed the tumult; and he was alfo accufed 


for preaching to the people at Bow church, though he there 
exhorted them topeace. But nothing that he could alledge 
for his innocence could avail, but he was committed to the 
tower for fedition, becaufe they faw he was a popular man, 


_and much beloved by the city ; ; and from the tower of London 


he was fent to other REalonty and then to the Pomay- | 
compter. 

And they kept him in prifon above a year and i months, 
until the Popith religion was reitored by a& of parliament. 


And then they began to examine him about his faith, when it 


was a dangerous _ thing to fpeak the dodtrine of the 
church of Rome. 
But while the laws of King Edward were wareneall. fo 


yes might {peak his confcience freely and without danger, 


then they never queftioned him. ‘Ehis Bradford at his ex- 
amination before the lord chancellor, bifhop Bonner, and 
divers other bifhops, faid, [t was a mof unjuit and cruel way 

of proceeding. Now the chief thing for which John Brad- — 
ford was condemned, and at the lan burned in Smithfield, 
was his denying tranfubftantiation, or the corporal prefence 
of Chrift in the facrament; and for allerting, that wicked 


men did not partake of Chrift’s s body in the faid pear 


ment. 

About thefe points many bifhops and learned men con- 
ferred with him; but it was in vain, for he would admit. 
of no arguments in this cafe, but fuch as were brought from 
exprels words of {cripture Cr therefore he was accounted 
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\ 
an heretic, and firft excommunicated, and then condemned 


for the fame, and committed to the fheriffs of London, 


who the night before he fuffered, brought him to Newgate ; 


and the next cay, being the firtt of July, he, and one John 


Leafe, were brought into Smithfield to the ftake. 
This John Leafe was apprentice to one Humphry Gawdy, 


a tallow-chandler, of Chrift-church parifh, in London, 


aged nineteen years, born at Kirkby-Moretide, in the 
county of York ; who was, on the Friday before Palm. 
Sunday, committed to Bread-ftreet compter, by the alderman 


_ of the ward where he lived; and afterwards brought before 


Bonner, bifhop of Gondon, and by him examined about 
his faith in the facrament of the altar, and other points; 
and at laft condemned and delivered to the fheriffs, for 
not believing the doctrine of tranfubftantiation, or that the 


bread and wine by the words of confecration are changed 


into the very body and blood of Chrift, really and fub- 
ftantially ; which he abfolutel y denied, and would by no means 


be brought to. believe it. 


And the fherifis brought the faid John Leafe to Smithfield, 
the fame day with John Bradford. | 

And as foon as they came-to the place of execution, 
John Bradford¥ell proftrate on his face on one fide of the 
ftake, and John Leafe on the other fide; and they both 
continued in that pofture a few minutes, praying to them= 
felves. 

Then one of the Sheriffs faid, Mr. Bradford, arife and 


make an end, the prefs ‘of the people i is great. 


Then they both itood up, and Mr. Bradford took a fag 
got in his hand and kifled it, and alfo kifled the ftake ; and 
then he defired the fheriffs that his fervant might have 
his clothes, becaufe he was a poor man, and he had nothing 
elfe to give him; which was granted. 

Then Mr. Bradford put off his clothes, and went to the 
ftake, where he and Tolin Leafe were faftened, and had 
the reeds and wood put about them. And Mr. Bradford 


ifting up his eyes and hands to heaven, faid, O England, 


England, repent thee of thy fins, repent thee of : ihy fins; 
beware of antichrift, beware of idolatry, take hecd they do 
not deceive you. 


At which Mr. Woodrofe, the theriff, bad them tie his 


hands, if he would not be quiet. 


O Mr. th-riff, (fays Bradford) I am quiet, God forgive 
ou this. Then one of the fheriff’s men faid to Mr. Bradford, 
if f you have no better learning than this, you are: but a fool, 
| | and 
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_fubjects, would employ more time than can, with pro 
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and had beft hold your peace. To whom Bradford made 


no: anfwer; but he afked all the world forgivenefs, and 


forgave all the world, and prayed the people to Pray for 


him: and turning his head to the young man that fuffered 

with him, faid, Be of good comfort, brother, we thall have 

a merry fupper with the Lord thismight. 
And fo fpake no more that any man did hear, but em- 


bracing the reeds faid, Strait is the gate, and narrow is the 


way that leadeth to falvation, and few thére be that ro ‘At, 
And the young man faid, Jefus receive us. : 

And then fire being put to them, they both ended their 
mortal lives like two lambs, without alteration of coun~ 
tenance, and void of fear, in hopes of everlafting life through 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, in whofe fight the death’ of the 


faints is precious. ‘This John Bradford wrote many godly 


letters to divers perfons whilft he was in prifon. 


AND ESSAYS. 


| | 
‘THE UNION OF THE SAINTS; THEIR EQUAL CLAIMS 


TO CHRISTIAN PRIVILEGES ; AND EQUAL OBLIGA- 
TIONS TO CHRISTIAN DUTIES, CONSIDERED ANB 
IMPROVED. A SERMON ON GAL. III 28. ABRIDGED. 


Gal iii. 28. latter parte are all ene in Chrif Fefus. 


A\monc the many fubjects of confideration upon which 
the minds of chriftians ought to be employed, the nature and 
end of church fellowfhip, the advantages which refult from 


it, and the obligations attached to it, are not the leaft im-- 


portant. To dilate at large, however, upon thefe inteiefting 


priet 
be allotted to one difcourfe. A few general hiiits re beéting 
them are all that can now be expected. * oe 


A church of Chrift is a body of people united topether, b 
the facred bonds of truth and love, for the patpele of 
moting the intereft of their blefled Redeemer in the world ; 


and of enjoying thofe fpiritual advantages which naturally 


refult from fuch an union, and which cannot be. otherwife 
enjoyed. ope 


This union is fpiritual, not fecular ; for the kingdom of 


Chrift is “ not of this world.” . One of it’s principal defigns, 
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no natural or civil obligations ; but rather ftrengthens them 


all: and inftead of deftroying, it encreafes and refines the 


pleafures derived from all our worldly connections. 
Nor does your unity refpect your outward pofleffions ; 
your trade, or any of your fccular interefts. It is not 
only evident, in the nature of the thing, but it is clear from 
the expreffions of the apoftle Peter to Ananias,§ that your 
pofleffions are as much your own, in a church 
relation, as they were before that relation commenced. Thefe 
are given to men feverally, as the great God, in the poe 


* 1 Tim. iti. 15.—+ Phil. i. 27.—t Jude v. 


v. 4. “ While it remained, was it not thine own? And 
after it was fold, was it not in thiné own power £”’ 


SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 
| collectively confidered, is, that it may be “a pillar and 
t et round of the truth ;’* or a means of {upporting the truth 
an of the gofpel, and extending the knowledge of it among men. | 
| a This ought to be the united endeavour of all the mem- 
Png . bers of every gofpel church, and the ardent defire of every 
gndividual chriftian. They ought to “ ftrive together for 
Bi the faith of the gofpel.”+ And, on all proper occafions, 
Hts to “contend earnettly for the faith which was once de- 
livered to the faints.”{ In an age, like tht prefent, when 
Bit infidelity is making it’s deftru@tive exertions, and when we 
Hi, have reafon to fear, that a licentious indifference refpect- 
: ul" ing the fundamental doctrines of the gofpel fo much pre- 
tiie vails among the profeflors of chrifhanity, fuch endeavours 
to fupport, defend, and propagate thefe fundamental doctrines, 
Bi mutt be peculiarly incumbent upon all the lovers of our 
ai bleffed ‘Saviour, and of the fouls of men. But my in- 
Bit téntion, in this difcourfe, is only to give a general view 
Hi ef the unity which fubiilts in a gofpel church, and of the 
ait advantages and obligations which refult from that unity. | 
For ye areall one in Chrift Jefus.” 
I. “ Ye are all one,” in point of advantages, 
Paty! This, however, it is obvious to remark, does not affectan ; 
| at of your natural or civil relations in life. You enjoy all the : 
Silt feparate advantages, as well as lie under all the feparate h 
mii obligations of thefe, as much as if you had never been : 
A Wt tinited to a church of Chrift. You have ell, as individuals, : 
the diftinat pleafures of hufbands, wives, parents, children, 
mafters and fervants, as if you had never been converted. 
Gu You are all, as individuals, under the fame obligations Fe 
Pally to perform the relative duties of life, to every other individual : 
in the world, that all other men aye. Chrittianity diflolves 
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‘SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 
of his wife‘providence, directs; and we are refponfible to 
him alone, for the ufe we make of them. | 

We may add, that, you have all, as individuals, your 
diftin@ underftandings and powers of mind, and thefe are 
fuperior and inferior in different perfons. It never was, 
‘nor can we fee how it is poffible that it ever fhould be 
the cafe, that any number of men fhould be equal in 
mental capacities. He, who has given us thefe powers, 
juftly requires that we ufe them faithfully and diligentl 
in his fervice; but it cannot be required that thofe, whofe 
‘Capacities are manifeftly inferior to thofe of their brethren, 
fhould be required or expected to do the fame fervice, or 
be the inftrument of fo much advantage of this kind, 
in the church of Chrift, as thofe whofe mental powers 
are fuperior. In this refpect, asin every other, “ every man 
hath his proper gift of God,” and, * to whom much is given, 
of him will much be required !” 

Nor wil] it ever be, that all the members of the fame 
church will have the fame opportunities of laying out 
themfelves in the promotion of our Redeemer’s intereft. 
Not only have the advantages of fome for acquiring know-— 
ledge, by their education, their connections, their mental 
abilities, and their long ftanding in religion, been fuperior 

to thofe of others; but the leifure, the property, the prof- 
perity in fecular purfuits, the different occupations, the 
domeitic trials, the relative duties of fome men, vary fo 
far from thofe of others, that there muft of neceflity be a 
great difference, both in refpect of the advantages they 
enjoy, and the duties incumbent upon them. In all thefe, 
and in all fimilar inftances, “if there be a willing mind,” 
a gracious God accepts their cordial eadeavours, and every 
church ought to accept them, “ according to what a man 
hath, and not according to what he -hath not.” | 

It may be further obferved, that the unity of church > 
members, cannot include in it an actual famenefs of views, 
refpecting every facred fubject, whether of faith or practice. 
In the grand fundamentals of gofpel dodtrine, of moral | 
and religious duty, and of chrifttan worthip ; it isy indeed, 
evidently necefiary, that they fhould be all agreed. But 
it is cleir, that in the primitive churches, in thofe of 
Rome and Corinth particularly,* there were fome dif- 
ferences in fmaller and more ciicumftantial matters. Nor 
did the apoftle infift upon perfect unity in thefe things. 


He 


* See Rom. xiv. and 1 Cor, viii. 
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He rather recommended the duties of love and fofbearance, 
‘Why, fays he, “ doft thou judge thy brother? Or why doft 
thou fet at nought thy brother? For we fhall all ftand 
before the judgment feat of Chrift”—«“Let us therefore 
follow the things which make for peace, and things where- | 
. with one may edify another.’’* i 
Once more ; it is fcarcely confiftent with the prefent 
{tate of mankind, that all the members of a chriftian church © 
fhould be equal in point of efteem and influence. Dif- ; 
ferent men are not only different in their abilities, and 
intelleGtual furniture; but alfo in their exertions for the-- 
general good, and the profperity of the church: and, ttiofe 
who fhew the moft ardent affection for the profperity of the 
whole community, will, in fpite of all other partialities, 
obtain the efteem of the members in general. In pro- 
portion to the degree in which they are efteemed, will, 
in general, be their influence. While thofe who are igno- \ 
rant, indolent, felfifh, and inattentive to the advantage and 
profperity of the whole church, are difregarded, at leaft, 
regarded in a very inferior degree; thofe who are of a 
_ contrary difpofition will, I had almoft faid, of neceffity, 
be generally loved, and heard with a degree of venera- 
tion. “ Demetrius hath good report of all men, and of 
the truth itfelf.”+ 
Wherein, then, does the unity and equality of chriftians, 
and of members of the fame chriftian church, confift? I 
_ anfwer, if they be all real believers, as they profefs to be, an _ 
union fubfifts among them, which is far fuperior to any 
thing natural, or to any thing fecular. It is. a fpiritual 
union, an union “in Chrift Jefus.” 
4, Theyall ftand in the fame filial relation to the great 
God. Being all regenerated by his fpirit, and adopted into 
his family, they are “ all the children of God, by faith, 
in Chrift Jefus.t’’ Thereis no difference of Jew or Greek, 
of bond or free, of male or female ; and on the fame prin- 
ciples we may add, there is no difference of rich or poor, 
of old or young; all true chriftians, however otherwife 
diftinguifhed, ftand in the relation of children to the great 
and blefled God, the father of mercies, and the fountain of 


ts 


confolation. 
2. They all ftand in the fame relation to the Lord Jefus 
Chrift.. They are all brothers and fifters in the fame family 
of heaven, the fame houfhold of faith; while he is ora- 
| cioufly 


Rom. XIV. 10. 19.— + 3 John pi Ve 26. 
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cioufly pleafed to ftand in the relation of our elder Brother, 
as “the firft-born among many brethren.”* ‘Ihey are all 
- members of his myftical body ; and receive life, ftreneth, and 
 fpirituul nourifhment from him as their, living head. He 
~ feels for them all. He “ fympathizes with them” in all their 
infirmities and diftreffes. From his fulnefs they all ‘receive 
grace for grace.;” and are all, by faith in him, “ {trengthened 
with all. might, by his fpirit, in the inner man.” So that 
they fhall all be “ conquerors, and more than conquerors, 
through him that has loved them.” 
3. They are all equally intcrefted in the fpiritual bleffings 
procured for them by our blefled Redeemer’s death and atone« 
ment.\—Through him they all receive the forgivenefs of all 
their fins. “They are all “ juftified from all things.” ‘T hey 
are, through him, partakers of “ righteoufnefls and {trength.’”” 
He is made of God, untoevery true believer, “ wifdom.and 
righteoufnefs, afid fan&ification, and redemption.” + W hether 
you fpeak of external, or internal bleflings, all real believers, 
whether. rich or poor, old or young, bond or free, male or 
female, are, “in Chrift Jefus,” equally entitled to them all. 
Are divine inftitutions bleffings of ineftimable value? They 
are; and fuch the true Chriftian efteems, them. The two 
politive inititutions, Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper, particu- 
larly, are not only indifpenfible duties, but high privileges in 
the church of God: the one, baptifm, to be adminiftered once | 
only, in commemoration of the burial and refurreétion of our 
bleiled Redeemer, and as a profefhon of our belief of them, 
and of our cordial furrender of ourfelves to him in that be- 
licf. “Ihe other, the Lord’s fupper, to be/eontinued to the | 
end of life,as a memorial of the fufferings and death of the - 
Lord Jefus for our fins; as a‘grateful acknowledgment of | 
his unparalleled love to us, miferable finners, and of our ob- 


ligations to be devoted to his fervice and-intereft. Thefeare — 


not only duties incumbent upon us, as every thing elfe, which 
the Lord has commanded, is; they are not only means of 
grace, as all other religious duties are ; but they are emblema- 
tical and commemorative inftitutions, for the pur ole of 


keeping up in the minds of men, a lively view of the moft _ 


important and benefcial faéts with which mortals have ever 
been acquainted, | 
The internal bleffings of the gofpel are alfo, “in Qhrig 

Jefus,”’ the portion of every. real Chriftian. TThofe who 
believe in Jefus “ receive the promife of the fpirit by faith. 
You, ‘The 


Rom, viii. 1 Cor. i. 30. 


> 
4 
“a ‘ 
a. 
‘ 
ig 
a 
a 


48 SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 


The “love of God is fhed abroad in their hearts, by the 
Holy Ghoft which is given unto them.” This bleffing is fo — 
_univerfally the portion of all the faints, that we are politively 
aflured by the apoftle: If any man have not the fe rit of 
Chrift, he is none of is.* The fpirit is emphatically ftyled 
“ the Comforter,” becaufe he gives everlafting confolation 
and good hope, through grace, “‘ to thofe who know the grace 
of God intruth. He is the fpirit of wifdom and revelation 
_ ©€ power, of love, and of a found mind: and the fruits of the 
 {pirit,in the true chriftian, are love, joy, peace, long-fuffering, | 
gentlenefs, goodnefs, fidelity, meeknefs, temperance ; againtt 
which there is no law.”+ ‘That one fpirit which purifies and 
unites the hearts of all true Chriftians, produces thefet appy 
effects in them all, in proportion to that degree in which he 
_ 48 poficiled by them, and operates in them. — 


* Rom. viii. 9---t Gal. V. 22,230 © 


(To be continued.) 


| 
So awful-has the ftate of the Jews been, ever fince they re- 
jected the Lord of glory, that we ought to read the hiftory 
of this people with pity for them, and earneft prayer for | 
their converfion to the bith of Chrift. Their converfion 
is an event to which Chrittians Jook forward with pleafure, | 
and which will certainly commence in it’s feafon. After 
* the Jews had rejected the Lord Jefus, they were expofed to 
the vileft impoftors ; and this has been one of their miferies, 
not only, though chiefly, in theage in which the Lord Jefus 
appeared in the world, and in which there was a general 
expectation of the promifcd Meffiah; but. alfo in many 
~ ages fince: Thishas been obferved by many good wri- 
ters. Among othess ‘Bp. Newton has taken notice, par- 
ticularly, of the impoftors which ager in the firft age 
_ of shriftianity. We recommend his account of them to 
the ferious attention of our readers.—See Newton's Dif- 


fertations on the Prophecies, vol. 2. p. 279. 4th edit. 8vo. 


OUR bleffed Lord had cautioned his difciples againft falfe 
Chrifts and falfe prophets befo:e, but he giveth a more par- 
ticular caution againft them about the time of the fiege and 
 deftruétion of Jerufalem. (ver. 23 and 24.) “ Then if any | 
| man fhall fay unto you, Lo here is Chrift or there, believe it 
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not; For there fhall arife falfe Chrifts and falfe prophets, 


and fhall fhew great figns and wonders, infomuch that (if it 


were poffible) they fhall deceive the very eleét.” And in! 


fact many fuch impoftors did arife about that time, as we 


learn from Jofephus, and promifed deliverance from God, being} 


fuborned by the tyrants or governors to prevent the people and 
-foldiers from deferting to the Romans; and the lower the Jews 
were reduced, the more difpofed would they be to liften to thefe 


deceptions, and the more ready to followthe deceivers. H egefip# 
pus too ip Eufebius mentions the coming of falfe Chritts & falfe, 
prophets about the fame time. But as it was tolittle purpofe 

for a man to take upon him the charaéter of the Chrift, or even’ 
of a prophet, without miracles to vouch his divine mifhon; — 
fo it was the common artifice and pretence of thofe impoftors 
to fhow “ figns and wonders,” xas tepara, the very) 
words ufed by Chrift in his prophecy, and by Jofephus in his) 

hiftory. Simon Magus performed great wonders according 
to the account that is given of him in the A&ts of the apoftles, | 
(viii. g, 10, 11.) “ There was a certain man called Simon,) 
which before time in the fame city ufed forcery, and bewitched | 
the people of Samaria, giving out that himfelf was fome| 
great one: to whom they all gave heed from the leaft tothe | 
greateft, faying, This man is the great power of God: and 
to him they had regard, becaufe that of long time he had be- | 
witched them with forceries.”? Dofitheus likewife was re- | 
puted to work wonders according to Origen: Barchochebas | 
too, who Jerome faith pretended to vomit flames. Such 
alfo were the Jews, of whom St. Paul fpeaketh, (2 Tim. iii. — 
8. 13.) comparing them to Jannes and Jambres, famous ma-_ 
gicians of Egypt, who “ withftood Mofes, as thefe alfo refifted | 
the truth, men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the | 
f.ith, wovneos youtess wicked men and | 
‘sangre ‘There is a ftrange propenfity in mankind to bee | 
ieve things marvelous and aftonifhing: and no wonder, that 
weak and wicked men, Jews and Samaritans, were deceived by | 

fuch impoftors ; when if it had been poffible, they would have 


deceived the very eleét, the Chriftians themfelyves.. 
But behold, faith our Saviour, 


| “I have teld you before.” | 
(ver. 25.) Behold I have given you fufficient warning, | 


“ Wherefore if they fhall fay unto you, Behold, he is in the | 
defert, go not forth; behold, he is in the fecret chambers, 
believe it not.” (ver. 26.) Itis furprifing that our-Savious | 
fhould not only foretel the appearance of thefe impoftors, but — 
_ alfothe manner and circumitances of their conduct, For | 
fome he mentions as appearing in the defert, and fome in the _ 
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fecret chambers ; and the évent hath in all points anfwered to 


_ the prediétion. Sevcral of the falfe Chrifts and falfe prophets 


conduGied their followers. into the defert. Jofephus in his 
Antiquities faith exprefsly, that ‘many impoitors and cheats 
perfuaded the people to follow them into the defert, where they 


- promifed to fhow manifeft wonders and figns done by the | 


providence of God; and many being perfuaded fuffered the 
punifhment of their folly ; bos Felix brought them back, 
and chaftifed them, Again in his hiftory of the Jewifh war 


-fpeaking of the fame perfons he faith, that thefe impoftors, 
under a pretence of divine infpiration, affeCting innovations _ 


and changes, perfuaded the multitude to grow mad, and led. 


them forth into the defert, as if God would there fhow them 


the figns of liberty. Againft thefe Felix, for it feemed to be 
the foundation of a revolt, fent horfe and foot foldiers, and 
flew a great number of them. The Egyptian falfe prophet, 
mentioned by Jofephusand in the Acts of the apoftles,(xxi.38.) 
“Jed out into the wildernefs four thoufand men that were 
murderers ;”” byt Felix marching with his forces, and coming 


to an engagement with him, the Egyptian himfelf with a few 


others fled away, and moft of thofe who had been with him 
were-flain or taken prifoners. ‘There was likewife another © 
impoitor mentioned by Jofephus, who promifed falvation to 


_ the people, anda ceflation of all evils, if they would follow him 
jnto the defert ; but Feftus fent horfe and foot againft him, 


and deftroyed the deceiver himfelf, 2nd thofe who followed 


him, Thefe things happened before the deftryction of Jeru- 


falem, and a little after Jonathan a weaver, perfuaded not a 


few indigent fellows to adhere to him, and led them forth 


into the defert, promifing there to fhow figns and apparitions ; 
but his followers moft were flain, fome were made prifoners, 
and he himfelf was afterwards taken, and burnt alive by 


order of Vefpafian. As feveral of thefe impoftors thus con- 
-eonducted their followers into the defert, fo did others into 
the fecret chambers or places of fecurity: as particularly 


pfeudoprophet mentioned by Jofephus, who declared to the 


_ people in the city, that God commanded them to go up into 


.the temple, and there they fhould receive the figns of de- 
liverance, A multitude of men, women, and children, went _ 
up accordingly ; but inftead of deliverance, the place was fet _ 
on fire by the Romans, and fix thoufand perifhed miferably in 
the flames, or by throwing themfelves down to efcape 

Our Saviour therefore might well caution his difciples both 


againit the former andtheJatter fort of the‘edeceivers. “ For 
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as the lightning cometh out of the eaft, and fhineth evén unto 


probably our Saviour in this paflage alluded. | 
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the weft ; fo fhall alfo the coming of the Son of Man be,” 
(ver. 27-). His coming will not be in this or that particular 
place, oa like the lightning, will be fudden and univerfal. 
‘The appearance of the true Chrift will be as diftinguifhable 

from that of the falfe Chrifts, as. lightning ~which fhineth all 
round the hemifphere, is from a blaze of ftraw. Whata 
learned prelate obferves from Jofephus 1s yery memorable, 
that ‘© the Roman army entered into Judea on the eaft fide 
of it, and carried on their conquefts weftward, as if_not onl 

the extenfivenefs of the ruin, but the very route, which the 
army would take, was intended in the comparifon of the 


lightning coming out of the eaft, and fhining even unto the 


welt.’’ & For wherefoever the carcafe is, there will the eagles 


be gathered together.” (ver. 28.) By the word carcafe, as the 


fame excellent prelate jufily remarks, is meant the Jewifh 
nation, which was morally and judicially dead, and wlHofe 
deftruction was pronounced in the decrees of heaven. 
Saviour, after his ufual manner, applieth a proverbial exe 
preffion with a particular meaning. For as, according to 
the old proverb, wherefoever the carcafe is, there will the 
eagles be gathered together; fo wherefoever the Jews are, 
there will Chrift be taking vengeance upon them by the 


‘ Romans, who are properly compared to eagles as the fierceft 


as it was 


birds of prey, and-whofe enfign was an eagle, to which alfo 
faid, fo was it done; for the victories of hoMirondaecre 


not confined to this or that place, but like-a flood overran the — 
whole land. Jofephus faith that there was no part of Judea | 
which did not partake of the calamities of the capital city. 


At Antioch, the Jews being falfly accufed of adefign to burn 
the city, many of them were burnt in the theatre, and others 


‘were flain. The Romans purfued, and took, and flew them 


every where, as particularly at the fiege of Machzrus; at the 


wood Jardes, where the Jews were furrounded, and none of. 
efcaped, but being not fewer than three thoufand were 


all flain; andat Mafada, where being clofely befieged, and 


‘upon the point of being taken, they firft murdered their 


wives and children, and then themfelves to the number of 


nine hundred and fixty, to prevent their falling into the ene- 
mies hands. When i 


| udea was totally fubdued, the danger 
extended to thofe who. dwelt at a diftance. .Many were 


flain in Egypt, and their temple there was {hut up: and in 


Cyrene the followers of Jonathan, a weaver,. and author 


of new difturbances, were of them fluin, he himfelf was 
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prifoner, and by his falfe accufation’ three thoufand: | 
of the richeft Jews itn condemned and put to death: and 
with this account Jofephus concludes his nowy of the — 
war. 

There was fomething fo very extraordiciary in the | 
of thefe falfe Chrifts and falfe prophets, and in their appearance 
at that time particularly, that it may not be improper to be- 


| __ ftow fome confiderations upon this {ubject, efpecially as thefe 


confiderations may tend to confirm and ftrengthen us: in our 
molt religion, i, 


Te the Editor the Generel Bapti Magazin ner 


‘SIR, 


1 HAVE it in contemplation to furnith you with a few 
Scraps for your third volume, from the 17th chapter of the | 
Adis of the Apoftles. If they come within the defign of your 


edifying publication, and will not give you too pach trouble 
sncorrecting, the infertion will oblige 


Your humble | Sunt 


Serap 1ft. Acts 17th and 16th. Now while Paul waited 
for them at Athens, his {pirit was ftirred in him, when he faw 
the city wholly given to idolatry. 
Paul is driven from Theflalonica and —— for the truth’s 
- fake.—And the brethren that conduéted Paul brought him to | 
Athens: he fends for Silas and Timothy to come to him there ; 
and while he waits their arrival there, he has an opportunity 
of mufing on the ftate of the city. 

In my attempts to illuftrate thefe words, I fhall 


I. fome remarks on the perfon {poken of: ‘the 
aul 


II. On the plate. where he was: Athens. - 
Ji. On the te of that city: “ wholly given up to ido- 
jatry.” 
IV. The effects this had on Paul’s mind: it ftirred his fpirit 
in him. 
I. On the perfon {poken of. ---Here St. Eke the facred 
hiftorian, introduces a very extraordinary charaéter, even 
Paul. This Paul appears to have been a man of learning, 
having been brought up at the feet of Gamalicl. Acts, xxii. 
3. and thought himfelf fo good, as to be blamelefs, touchin 
the righteoufnefs of the law. ‘aaa lile 6,---Notwithftand- 
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ing this opinion of himfelf, we,find him engaged in oppofing. 
the grace of God in Chrift. | 
sg The firft we hear of him, is his confenting to the death of _ 
Stephen. Aéts vii. 58. and viii. 1. Second, we find, Acts 
the viii. 3. he made havock of the church of God: thatis,he, 
‘like fome foul beaft of prey, tore and devoured her. Third, — 
we fee, Acts ix. 1. he continued to indulge this {pirit, and 
breathes out threatenings and flaughter againft the difciples of 
the Lord. He breathed; his every breath was big with in- 
dignation and deftruction againft the faints of God. ‘Thus 
much for Paul, while he continued perfecuting Saul. — 
But the gracious.and miraculous appearance of that divine 
Redeemer, { whem he was fo keenly perfecuting in the perfoa 
of his faints), Acts ix. 3, 6. foon filled his heart with trem— 
bling horror; and, in the depth of compunction, his very foul 
cries, “ Lord, what wilt thou have\me to do ?”---See here, 
what grace divine can do:---[t pardons the chief of finners., 
Tim. i. 15. and turns the moit furtous, perfecuting, faint- 
deftroying Saul, to a zealous, fuccefsful-preaching Paul, who 
could rejoice to lay down his life in the caufe of his gracious 
Loed. 2 Tim. tv. 4 
Hi. On the place where Paul was: Athens.---Athens, a 
celebrated city in Greece, about 35 miles eaft of Coriath, 
Some fay it was built 1580 years before the birth of Chrift; 
though others think this carries it’s antiquity a little too far. » 
The inhabitants were anciently famed for their learning, 
wealth, and conquefts :---"[his city produced Solon, Socrates, — 
Ariftides, and other philofophers; Demofthenes, and many. _ 
_ other famous orators ; Miltiades, Cimon, and a great number 
of illuftrious generals. Here was alfo a feminary of learning, 
which rendered Athens the eye of Greece, as Greece was then; 
the eye of the world. = 
They were exceedingly given to idolatry, fo that Hefiod 
and Varro reckon their idols at 30,000; befides which, they 
erected altars in the fields to the unknown God, that they 
-might not fail in their duty to any; fo that Aelian~called it. 
the Altar of Greece. And Xenophon obferves that Athens 
had twice as many facred feftivals as any other city ; and Pau- 
fanius tells us it had more images than all the reft of Greece: 
which caufed a fatyrift to fay, “ it is eafier to find a god than. 
_ HL. On the ftate of this city, learned, famous, and noble; yet. 
given up, wholly given up and enflaved to idolatry.--So that we . 
fee the infufficiency of human learning in itfelf, to guard again 
the molt glaring, dangerous, and deftructive of all errors, even 
that of idolatry.---Ah, reader? hese behold the ignorance and - 
depravity 
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de pravity of human nature, while thefe writer Athenians could 
_ degrade themfelves fo far:as to worfhip an idol, the work -% 


their own hands !---Oh, the wickodnele of this, for frail mor- 
tal man to prefume, blafphemoutfly prefame.! to make, fet up, 
and worfhip an image in preference to the only Jehovah!! by 
erved.--- While, 
then, we view, with facred horror, this. ‘their ignorance and 
wickednefs, let us fearch our own hearts, and fee if there be 

no fecret ido] there (which none but the heart-fearching God. 


can difcern) which is preferred before him, notwith{tanding 
the divine light of the Byer: which Ahines fo EEE 
around us. 


IV. The effets this had on Paul’ S winds his fpirit was 


- ftirred in him.---There feems to be an unufual emotion, or 


fenfation, arifing in his mind, as it were a keen edge that could 


—@ut through any thing. Even a fenfation of horror, indigna- 
tion, and zeal: a horror to fee fuch a city as Athens, in other 


refpects refined with all the brilliances of literature, yet in rte 
the greateft of all concerns, even the concerns of God, their 


fouls, and eternity, funk into the very dregs of ignorance and | 


barbarifm; indignation, to fee the great, the gracious, the 
eternal Jehovah, degraded by thoufands of fenfelefs and in- 


- animate blocks, which their fooli fh hearts had devifed, and 
their wicked hands had made. | Qh, the patience of that "God 


who could fee himfelf thus ‘snd and yet. 


_ withhold the deferved vengeance ! 


Zeal, not a zeal of fury, perfecution and deftruétion, like 
what he had before felt againft the church of the living God : 
no, he is now changed and rene wed---“ Old things are = paifed 
away, and behold all things are become new." _ See, oh, fee 


what grace divine can do: 


- Tt turns the raven to a dove, 
© The lion to alamb.” 
So that a pious holy zeal for God, his truth, and caufe, stiles 
in his mind, and produces the moft mild and powerful argu- 
ments for the fuppreffion of error, and the advancement of the 


-caufe of his divine Matter. 


Oh, that chriftian zeal had al ways produced fuch effects ! 
Let us take care that it produce fimilar fruit in us; and that 


we never fuffer the fuppofed, or real errors, of another to oc- 


cafion a conduct or difpofition in us inconfiftent with the: 


_ mild, gentle, and benign principles of that holy gofpel which 


we profefs. 


| remain, dear Sir, with the ftrongelt wifhes for the im- 
provement and fuccefs of the General af- 
-fedtionately yours, 


4th, 1800. a3 ANECDOTE 
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SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 
ANECDOTE ON | 
(See De Valangin on Diet. p. 126.) 


BEER is a vinous liquor; made of malted barley, and 
fometimes other corn. It may juftly be called the wing of 
England, and of moft northern countries. ‘The quality and 
the effects of beer depend greatly upon the manner of brew- 

ing it, the particular kind of corn, the method of malting it, 
the quantity of malt, and the fort of water ufed to brew with; 
as eit particular kind of aromatic bitters put in to pre- 


ferve 1 


Eve 


ry brewer has almo% a particular method of brewing, 
The barley of fome countries is better, and more nourifhing 
than that of others. Some people make beer of oats; others 
of fome other corn. In fome places they dry the malt with 
- Be ola kind of coals, very high and brown, which gives 
the beer a deep colour; inother places they dry it with ftraw, 
and make pale malt, which produces the fine pale ales and 
beers of divers counties in. England. The water makes the 
moft amazing difference in malt liquors in general, and it is 
a common opinion, that the London ftrong beer, called porter, 
which is a moft excellent nourifhing and moiftening liquor for 
people who ufe exercife, cannot be brewed any where but in, 
or near, this metropolis. The bitter plants put into beér to 
preferve it, and hinder it from growing four, are generally 
hops. But we are informed, that formerly the ufe of hops 
was not known in England, and that there was a time when. 
they were called a pernicious weed: ground ivy, bir¢h, worm- 
wood, and other aromatic bitters, fupplied then the room of 
hops, and are to this day ufed for fome forts of beer, We 
fhould exceed our limits were we to enter into al] the par-. 
ticulars of the brewing art; thefe will fuffice to fhew the 
various differences that produce feveral forts of beer. which, 
when they are drank in moderation, by thof2 who ufe fuitable — 
exercife, are of an opening, fortifying, moiftening, and re- 
-frefhing nature. Beer is certainly very nourifhing, and makes 
people fat; which appears very plain in all northern couns 
tries,.where people drink nothing but beer, and where they 
are almoft all fatter, bigger, and more vigorous than thole 
who live in fouthern countries, v-here wine is their common 
drink, and where it would be indeed fubyerting the inten- 
tions of nature to introduce malt liquors as conitant drink; 
for every climate produces fuch things as are in general beft 
{uited to the conftitutions of it’s inhabitants. 


Beer, 
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_ the moderate ufe of brandy. 


en a very obftinate diabetes; and 
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Beer, when drank to excefs, like all fermented vinous li- 
quors, makes people drunk, and is apt to form ftones in the 
gall-bladder. ‘This laft effect may be partly prevented by 
The drinking of becr abfolutely requires exercife ; and 
thofe of either fex who lead a fedentary, inactive life, ought 


not to drink much beer, efpecially ftrong beer or ale ; cyder, 


wine, or fpirituous liquors, properly diluted with water, with- 


out acids, will agree with them much better. 


G. 'P. was the only fon of an ingenious artift; he was 
ftudious to excefs; his mind was always fully employed, and 
all his thoughts conftantly fxed upon the fubjeét of his deep . 
meditations. But his body had no exercife. The only 
amufement._which G. P. enjoyed, was to go every evening 


_ to a neighbouring porter-tavern, where he met with very 


gentec] company, and a few fincere friends, who there fpent 
their leifure hours over a pot ofhumble porter. He was fond 


of that liquor, drank no other; and, upon an average, at home 


and at that tavern, he drank three quarts aday. This brought 
G. P. who, contrary to the 
advice of his phyfician, perfifted in clofe application of the 


mind, without any bodily exercife, and in drinking his ufual 
_» quantity of porter, died a victim to his error in diet. 


A VALUABLE RECEIPT FOR LOWNESS OF SPIRITS. 


TAKE an ounce of the feed of refolution, properly mixed 


with the oil of good confcience; into it a large fpoonful of 
the falt of patience ; diftil very carefully a compofing plant, 
called others woes, which you will find in every part of the 


garden of life, growing under the broad leaves of difguife ; add 
a {mall quantity, it will much affift the falts of patience in 
their operation. Gather a handful of the bloffom of hope, 
then {weeten them properly with a fyrup made of the balm of 


Providence. If you can find any of the feed of true friendfhip, 


you will have the moft valuable medicine that can be ad- 
miniftered. But you muft be very careful to get the feed 
of true.friendthip, as there is a weed that very much refem- 
bles it, called felf-intereft, which will {poil the whole compo- 


fition. Make up thefe ingredients into pills of comfort; take 
one night and morning, and in a fhort time your cure will be 


completed. 
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CHARACTER. 


Tue following narrative is refpecting William Bedford 
Birkby, in Afhfield, Nottinghamfhire, member of a General 
Baptift church at Kirkby-Woodhoufe adjacent—He was 
- baptized and entered into that relation about the 26th of Fe- 
bruary, 1798, and from that time to the day of his death, was 
a ferious chriftian. His outward deportment, as well as his 
converfation, teftifying that he had been with Jefus, and had 
learnt of him, who was meek and lowly in heart, and thereby 
had found reft to his foul: he was fober, fteady, and zealous 
for the truth as it is in Jefus. He followed a fedentary bufinefs, 
which, together with a weakly conftitution, brought on him 
a kind of hypocondrical complaint, which fo affected him at 
times, prefling down his fpirits, that he thought he fhould. 
foon die, and have done with all created objects ; perhaps this 
might be one mean of making him poflefs that degree of 
meeknefs and humility, which he feemed almoft always to 
enjoy; probably another mean might be, his conftant perufal, 
and regard to the word of God, and other good books, which 
afforded pious inftruction and encouragement, to a foul thus — 
thirfting after righteoufnefs. He was of an eafy, affable 
temper,— in the words of the apoftle, “ Gentle, and eafy to be 
entreated.”” He fheweda ftrong attachment to the caufe of 

Jefus Chrift, by a perfevering attendance upon preaching and 
other means, given for the eftablifhment of our faith, and the 
encouragement of our fouls; which bleffings he feemed to 
eftimate as of the higheft value; chearfully contributing to 
the fupport of the bleffed caufe of Chrift, with a ready hand, 
and chearful heart, O that every child of God, who may 
have an opportunity to read this, may fee how the peaceable 
fruits of righteoufnefs, when arifing from “ faith working — 
by love,” yield peace and comfort, and augment their happi- 
Nefs ina dyinghour. The -15thof March he began fuddenly 
to bleed at the nofe, (to which he had been fubject before; 
bleeding feveral times to a great degree} and continued fo long 
that danger feemed to enfue: his parents and wife being a 
good deal alarmed, fent for a phyfician, who, at his feeing 
him, pronounced him quite out of dangef, though the gufhing 
of blood both from his nofe and mouth, was more and more 
_wiolent, and every fymptom feemed to wear an alarming 
afpect, while every advice and medical application proved in- 
effectual. He fat up all day, and faid but little. “The ma 77 
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of his diforder was fuch, as feemed to prey very much upon his 
- Spirits: in the enfuing evening, being afked by a pious 
friend how he felt, he faid, | have almoft finifhed my courfe, 
and | have kept the faith ; there is therefore Jaid up for me a 
crown of righteoufnefs, which the righteous Judge will give 
tome atthat day. Hence he began to fpeak the pure fen- 
timents of his eleyated mind ; and as the near approaches to 
eternity advanced, his increafing defire to be in heaven with 
Chriit, became more and more ardent. .To this friend who 
had been enquiring into the ftate of his mind he faid, I know 
that if this earthly houfe of my tabernacle was diffolyed, I have 
a building of God, an houfe not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens: his foul was fo delighted with the thoughts 
of this, that it feemed to counterbalance every pain or grief; 
there was no murmuring word heard from his mouth, though 
_ he was going fpeedily to leave an affectionate wife and 
one child behind him, with father, mother, and one fifter, 
with other diftant relations ; fuch is the power of the gofpel, 
and fuch it’s effeéts at the hour of death: he exclaimed, 
“ eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into 
the heart of man, to conceive what good things the Lord 
hath Jaid up for them who love him. Why doeft thou delay 
thy long? Come, Lord Jefus, come quickly.” 
Fis diftrefled mother afked him-if he felt any pain? He chear- 
fullyanfwered, |. | 
«& Whate’er diftsefles me attend, I'll weather out the ftorm.” 
- He always, after he became ferious, manifefted a great 
yefpect for Mr. S. Deacon's writings, efpecially his Hymns 
and Poems; he could repeat many parts of them, which 
feemed quite familiar to him. In converfation both with 
his own family and‘ others, and which in his laft moments 

_ proved a comfort and refrefhment, he repeated thefe lines” 
following juft before his departure, with that pathetic atten- 
tion which evidenced the high value he fet on them, and as 
one who was interefted in them, 
He ftands with open arms, inviting finners home, { come 
His voice contains a thoufand charms, and every charm fays 
His doctrine reaches me, I now begin * 

To find celeftial, peace within. | 

I feel my heart expand, my bofom glow: 

what a Godishe to love mefo! 

Not me alone, but all the human race, | 

He longs to grafp in his divine embrace: © 
_Kindly allures them to their native fkies,,_ 
With crowns of glory and immortal joys. 
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CHARACTER: 


He evidently drew very near to thofe glories he feemed fo 
much to anticipate, and every moment refumed frefh confola- 
tion from them; he then turned his dying eyes to a perfon, 
- an old acquaintance of his, warning him of his danger, in 
_ perfifting in a courfe of rebellion againft his God, in fuch 
impreffive words of the poet, as one would think would not 
 eafily be forgotten ; faying 


- Why will you, in your wicked ways, 

| Of fin and fol! in 

In pain-you all your days, 
To reap immortal woe. aed 


Your way is dark, and leads to hell, 

Why will you perfevere ? 
Can you in endlefs torments. dwell, 
up in black defpair? 


How ferious are the words of a dying man, and how 

much they ought to be regarded. He {peaks not then to 
gratify, and pleafe the fancy of thofe about him, but as one 
_ juft going to appear before his God, and their God; heap- | 
parently wifhed to improve every one of his laft moments to 
fome good purpofe, for thofe of his attendants then about 
him. Speaking to his kind and affe&tionate wife, he faid 
« Strive to enter in at the ftrait gate, for the glorious prize.’ 
I know that he will never leave me nor forfake me, but will 
guide me even unto death. Between one and two o'clock 
on Saturday morning the 16th, he called out to his father, and 
afked him to affift him a little longer on his journey, faying, 
« You need not be fearful of converfing with me. I hall 
foon be as the angels in heaven ; to-morrow morning I {hall 
breakfaft with Jefus Chrift, my divine Saviour.” He afking 
him how he did (meaning with refpect to his health) he re- 
plied, “the flefh is weak, but my foul is wrapt up in 
Chrift; hold on your way, father ; what is death ? Itis only 


putting off rags for robes. ‘} | 
Yonder fee! my Jefus ftands, j 
ee Holding out to me his hands a : 


Calling come, my brother, come, 
Welcome to thy endlefs home. ~ 


This . where I long to be; “I am almoft at home, I am 
almoft at my Father’s houfe.” He then expreffed a defire, 
to join them once more at the throne of grace before he de 
parted ; and engaged in the folemn duty of prayerhimfelf, 
though blood gufhed both from his nofe and mouth, all 
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| 
the time, in a very affeGing manner.. He was vay earneft | 
! and lively, very greatly affcing the feelings of all about 
bim.—When he had finifhed thefe earneft breathings at the 
throne of grace, he cried out in rapture of foul 
Chafp’d in my heavenly Father’s arms, 
I would forget my breath; 
a 3 And lofe my life among the charms 
Of fo divine a death. | 
| Jefus, my all to ‘thee I truft, 
if thou call’ me down to duft 3 
iknow thy voice, I blefs thy hand, 
And diein {miles at thy command. 
-He here loft his fpeech, and amidft the moft delightful fen- 
fations fell afleep in Jefus, the 16th day of March, 1799) aged 
i ga years. ‘Thus has he left an honourable teftim mny to the 
ti aie power and excellency of the religion of Jefus Chrift, which | 
ik alone can give peace and joy in a dying hour, while paffing 


Ad through the dark valley of the fhadow of death._—O how it 
becomes profeflors of chriftianity to examine themfelves, 
i. °| ‘whether they are “ ty again to this lively hope.” O 


im that the reader of thisfhort account, when he comes to die, 
f may find that his foul (according to the expreffions of this 
ma pious chriftian above) ts wrapt up in Chrift; and have an 
ii abundant enterance into the everlafting kingdom of our 
i Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift: This is thé earneft prayer of 

ANECDOTES ON THE BAPTISTS. 

& In O@ober 1538, there was a commiffion fent to Cran- 
ane yer, Stokefly, Sampfon, and fome others, to enquire after the 
proceed them, to reftore the penitent, 
San to burn their books, and to deliver the obftinate to the fecular 
et arm; but I have not feen what proceedings there were upon 
this.”——Bp. Burnet, in Crofby. Vol. 1. p. 38. 
if a3 About the 16th year of Queen Elizabeth, a congregation _ 
of Dutch Antipxdobaptifts was difcovered, without Aldgate, 
London, whereof twenty-feven were taken and imprifoned. 
a And the next month one Butchaiis and ten women were con- 
enced. Dr. Wall, in Crofby. Vol. 1. p. 68. 
7. What reafon have we to be thankful that ie enjoy the 
liberty of better times! | 

So'the Baptifls were then mifcalled. 
‘COR... 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


To the Editor of the General Baptift a eas 


AR SIR, 


D 
' THE following lines appearing of importance to Diflent- 


ing Minifters, and as a knowledge of them would frequently 
have prevented their beine expofed to heavy fines, I am in- 
duced to fend them for infertion in your Magazine, that they 
may be more extenfively circulated; and if the fact ftated be 
founded upon the exi/ling law of England, | fhall be glad to 
have it confirmed by additional evidence. The lines referred 
to are extracted from the Cambridge Intelligencer-of Dec. 21, 
#769. remain, dear Sir, yours, &c. 

| TOLERATION ACT. 


When a man, through ignorance, involves himfelf in dif 
agreeable circumftances, and the fufferer thinks it probable 
that others may purfue the fame tract and fhare the fame fate, 
it becomes a duty which he owes to fociety to apprize of the: 
danger, that the evil may be prevented. On this principle, 
Mr. Ediror, I tranfmit the following narrative, = = 

Laft July Richard Symmonds lodged an information againft 
William Hill, for preaching at Kingfton, in Dorfet, on the 
23d of June, 1799, not having previoufly obtained a certifi- 
cate, as a diflenting minifter, at the quarter feffions. Hill} 
was fummoned to appear at Dorchefter, July 27, 1799. In 
obedience to the fummons, he appeared before the Hon. 
Lionel Damer, M. P. and James Frampton, Efq. Here he 
was ae with preaching at Kingfton on the 23d of June, 
though not qualified according to a¢t of parliament. John 
Parmiter and John Prieftley bore teftimony to his preaching 
at Kingfton; but neither of thofe men could bear teftimon 
to his having preached on the identical day ftated in the 
indictment. Hill produced a teftimonial to his charaéter on 
his appearing before the juftices, figned by fix refpeétable in- 
habitants of Wareham, the place of his refidence ; but he was _ 
‘convicted in the penalty of twenty pounds. Not being able 
to pay the money, he was allowed a month to collect that 
fum among his friends. At the expiration of the month 
Hill cs appeared before the juftices at the town-hall, Dor- 
chefter.---When the Rev. B. Cracknell requefted a hearing 
on the fubject of Hill’s profecution; Mr. Cracknell addreffed 
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32 CORRESPONDENCE. 
the Juftices on the law of evidence, and the infufficiency 
of that evidence in Hill’s cafe, to warrant the conviction. 
The chairman faid, “ he would not argue on the cafe, but 
abide by their decifion.” However, fince that period the 
_profécution has been dropped. | 
All the trouble attendin Dorchefter 
had been prevented, if Hill had known the ftate of the law 
- relative to diffenting minifters. The law has made fuch pro- 
vifion, that he might have tendered himfelf to take the necef- 
fary oaths as a diflenting minifter, and this would have in- 


| ftantly quafhed the profecution. ‘This opinion is confirmed 


| 

iid . by the 10 Ann. c. 2. P. 8. It is to be found in Williams’s 
W)C” *SJuftice, Burn’s Ecclefiaftical Law, and in his quarto edition 

- ~~ of his Juftice; but I think not in any of the oavo edi- 
Hh  ‘tions.---I fhall here introduce the whole feétion from the | 
And for rendering the laft-mentioned act (the act of 
"Poleration) more effectual, according to the true intent and 
(ih Meaning thereof, be it further enacted and declared by the 
ta™ authority aforefaid, that if any perfon diflenting from the 


{ti | church of England, (not in holy orders, or pretended holy 
ders, nor any preacher, or teacher of any congregation) 

who fhall have been to the benefit of the laft-mentioned act, 
if fuch perfon had only taken, made, and fubfcribed the oaths 
and declarations, or otherwife qualified him or herfelf, as 


HC required by the faid act, and is now, or fhall be profecuted 

- upon, or by virtue of any of the penal ftatutes from which. 

oa proteftant diflenters are! exempted by the faid act, fhall, at 
ili a be any time during fuch profecution, take, make, and fub{cribe the 
faid oaths and declaration, or being of the people called Quae | 
ait kers, fhall make and fubfcribe the aforefaid declaration, and 
HT | alfo the declaration of fidelity, and fubfcribe the profeffion of — 
their chriftian belief according to the fame a&, before any 
of her Majetty’s juftices of the peace (wha are hereby re- 
take and return the fame to the next quarter feffions of 
Tt the peace to be there recorded) {uch perion fhall be, and ishereby ~ 


ae entitled, to the benefit of the faid at, as fully and effectually 


iW as if fuch perfon had duly qualified himfelf within the time. 
\|  preferibed by the faid act, and fhall be henceforth exempted - 
by force of any of the aforefaid penal Statutes.” 


From the above, Mr, Editor, you will readily perceive, 
in cafe a Diffenting preacher is informed again{t, who is 
| unqualified according to Act of Parliament ; yet by tender- 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


ing himfelf to take the oath previous to conviction; @l farther 


A ProTeEsTANT DisSENTER. 

P. S, If this Proteftant Diffenter ftates this matter right, 
I think it isa pity but it was inferted in all the Magazines, 
Newfpapers and periodical publications in Britain, that not 


> 


adiffenting minifter might beignorant of it, = i 
To the Editor of the General Baptif?9 Magazine. 
HAVING for a long time feen with much concern 
the conduct of many profeflors on a Lord’s day, | venture 


to addrefs you on that fubject; and to requeft of you, or 
fome of your Correfpondents, to attend a little to it; as it 
appears to me, that this day ought to be attended to more 
than in general it is. We call it the Lord’s day; this 
conveys an idea to me, that it fhould be entirely fet apart 
from all worldly concerns; or why fhould that any more 
than another, be called the Lord’s day? Now thofe who 
{pend one noon in their worldly affairs, and the other perhaps 
in devotion, cannot properly call it by this name. It alfo 2a 
appears reafonable that we fhould have one day out of is 
feven for the purpofe of devotion. How many people are 
there who have no time in the week that they can {pare from: 
their neceflary employments, either for public worthip or 
reading; but as there is one day fet apart in which they 
either are, or may be divefted of all worldly affairs, how 
-. much might be done in that day to improve their minds for | 
the good of their fouls, and for the glory of God. In many 
places there is preaching but once in the day, and perhaps 
at night in fome other place, which all -cannot attend. But 
if one fhould, there is adeal of time in the morning ; but 
alas, how is this opportunity {pent with many ? (1 do not fay 
all) In the firft place, they will lie more hours in bed on this 
day than any other; then, too many, have their fhoes'toclean- 
and fo many jobs to do, that they have hard work to get ready ae 
to go to the meeting in the afternoon. Their wives too, 2. 
are very bufy in cooking, or, perhaps, in cleaning: fo the 
morning is entirely {pent in that which profits their fouls 
nothing. What a fund of inftruction and knowledge do 
they lofe ? But there are worfe praétices_than even thefe ; 
that of felling, or we; may call it, working at their callings 
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en this day. This practice, I think, does much harm 


in the world, as it fets a bad example: for I know it is 
ha common. for people of the world to think, that if fuch an 
ene, who pretends to fo much religion can do fo and fo, fure 
I may venture a little farther. It alfo gives them every 
encouragement to make this their market-day. How com- 
mon is it~ to fee people with their bafkets and bags, 
{ - going from fhop to fhop ona Lord’s-day morning. Now 
"| «af mone would fell their articles on this day, they would 


at 


i be obliged to get them on another: perhaps fome will 
Hi : fay, if we don’t fomebody elfe will. This is very likely 
im to be the cafe; fo it is in many refpects. If we deter- 
HN mine to walk in tke narrow road that leads to life, others | 
ie will go the downward road that leads to death: we might © 
Wie reafon away all our chriftian duties in this way. But we 
ie a are to let our light fo fhine before men, that they, feeing 
| our good works, may be led to glorify God. We are 
to abftain from all appearance of evil. I am fenfible 
| _ there will be rey objections rifing in the minds of 
profefiors, againft fo ftri€tly (as they call it) attending to 
a the Lord’s-day. But it is not my intention to try to 
uth “a obviate them, as I am fenfible of my inability to do it; 
) ~~ but I fhould be very happy to have fomebody write a few 
nh thoughts on this fubject, that, if poffible, believers may be. 
brought to glorif ‘more by their lives and conduct. 
Wi ht It is my ardent fire that this may be the cafe; and I 
hi >| am fure in order to do this, there muft be a deeper know- 
a ledge of things of a divine nature. J am grieved to fee 
fo much ignorance, \even among profeflors; and I verily 
a believe, were they to improve this one day in feven to the 


)), deft advantage, they would, by this means, gain very 
bi great improvement. Were the morning fpent in devotional 


i | _ exercifes, fuch as reading, meditation, and prayer, would it 
‘a. not enliven the foul, put it into a ferious frame, fo that when 
ti ‘they come to the houfe of God, it would be a Bethel in- 
at deed to their fouls. It would be calculated to ftore their 
| minds for the’ whole week. I am well perfuaded, that many 
ot think but little more confifts in religion, than juft going to 
Nae the migeting once or twice in a day ; fo have turned it 
into a mere form, But let fuch confider, was it thus ‘with 
when they firft fet out? O no; their zeal was then 
‘a A all awake, they were then ftriving, as it were, what they — 
iH could do moft for that Saviour, that had fet their fouls 
i free 7 who had given them to -tafte of redeeming love. But 
Ny why is their love fo foon grown cold; why do they not keep 
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en, thus lively and vigilant, in-the. way ? It muft be their 
own faults; God is {till the - fame their falvation is ftill 
of as much confequence, and the bleffings arifing from the glo- 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
ya 


rious gofpel are ftill as precious. _ We, too, {till remain poor - 


weak finful creatures, and there is ftill fomething for us to 
do. We have need therefore to be continually on our watch 
tower, never to lofe a moment’s opportunity of improvemént 
in thefe things (hich are, indeed, of the higheft importance ) 
the concerns of our fouls. Oh that the conduét of profeflors 
were more confiftent with their profeffions ! How much hap 


pier would they be in themfelves! How much good would | 


their examples do in the world! They would then, indeed, 
gaze and admire, though they “hate the change.” I hope 
you will pardon me for thus intruding on your patien€e ; 
and I will again beg of you, or fome other, to give a few 
thoughts on this fubjeét, in your ufeful mifcellany. hs, 
* That fomething may be done for the glory of od, by you 


and by all the followers of the bleffed Jefus, is the ardent defire. 


and fervent prayer of 
A Constant READER. 


To the Editor of the General Magazine. 
I SHALL efteem it a great favour if you, or any of 
your Correfpondents, will, in your monthly publication, folv 
the feeming difcord in our Lord’s words, Matt. vi. 13. bad 
Luke xi. 4. “Lead us not into temptation,” with James i. 
13. “ Let noman fay when he is tempted, 1 am tempted 
of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tempteth he any man,” 
A reply to the above would be thankfully received, b 
reader of your magazine. 
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SELECT PUBLICATIONS. 
The promifed prefence of Chrift with his People a fource of confola- 


tion under the moft painful Bereavements. A Sermon, delivered 

_ at the Baptift Mecting-houfe, Cannon-jireet, Birmingham, on the 

Lord’s-day Evening, Of. 20, 17993 occafioned by the Death of 
the Rev, Samuel Pearce, A. M. late.Paflor of the Church affeme 


bling there: who died O&. 10, in the gath Year of his age. By 


John Ryland, D, To which ts prefixed, an Oration delivered 
at the Grave, Ot. 16, 1799, By the Reo. J. Brewer, 68 pages. 


The profits arifing from the fale of this publication, will be appron 
priated to the benefit of Mr. Pearce’s widow ica children, 
Tuts is a valuable difcourfe, delivered ina very eafy ang |? 
familiar ftyle ; and contains many fuitable encouragements © 


and advices to the bereaved church and family. Few of our 


readers can be totally ignorant. of the diftinguifhed preaching 
abilities, & various excellent qualities of Mr. Vearce. It is there~ 
fore fcarcely neceflary to fay, thatthofe who were moft intimately 
conneéted with him, are very fenlibly affected by the lots of 

fo eminent a young man, and peculiarly demand our com- 
miferation. But ail the real friends of true evangelical piety — 
ought to feel on this mournful occafion, Dr. Ryland’s 


text, chofen by Mr. Pearce, is John xiv, 18. *& I-will not | 


leave you comfortlefs. -l will come unto you.” 

The following extra@ from the fermon will, we — 
be both entertaining and edifying to all ferious readers. | 
"This ‘church. has loft a moit diligent, faithful, attectionate 
and yaluable paftor, and far be it from me to make light of 
your lofs. All thofe churches who knew him only by oc- 
calional vifiis, all good men who had any opportunity of . 
appreciating his worth, muft fympathize with you; while 
they grieve to think that they themfelves, who faw his face {o 
feldom, fhal] fee it no more, His brethren in the miniftry 
who enjoyed the pleature and advantage of his friendfhip and 
feel. a lofs which they will ever deplore, 
How then muit you regret his removal, who were, many of 


you, the feals of his miniitry ; who, all of you, os long 


to enjoy his conftant labours; and for whofe welfare he 
laid himfeif out, with fuch unremitting afliduity ‘The paftor 
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whofe abfence you mourn, poffefled fuch an aflemblage 
Jovely graces and acceptable qualifications, as are found united. — Bre 


but feldom, even in truly. chriftian minifters. He had the 
firmeft' attachment to evangelical truth, and the moft con- 
ftant regard to praétical godlinefs; he united remarkable 
foundne(s of judgment, with uncommon warmth of affections, 
I never’ faw, at leaft in one of “Bis years, fuch active, ardent 
zeal, conjoined with fuch gentlenefs, modefty and deep ~ 
humility ; fo much of the little child, and fo much of the 
evangelift, I cam fearcely forbear faying, of the apoftle of 
Jefus Chrift, I know not how to flatter you, with the hope 
of obtaining another minifter ; or myfelf, with the expectation 
of finding another friend, in whom all thefe charming qualities 
fhall be found in an equal degree. . He was, indeed, “a burn- 
ing and a fhining light, and we rejoiced in his light, for a 
feafon :”? but now we muft lament, that he fhines no more 
on earth ; though we doubt not, that he fhines-like the fun 
in the kingdom of his Father. 
While he abode among us, his affections were evidently 
and eminently in heaven; his work, his family, and his — 
people, were the only objects of regard, which made him wil- 
ling to forego the blifs of the eternal world. And when he 
perceived that it was the Lord’s will he fhould depart, your 
welfare was ftill his chief concern. For your confolation 
and benefit, he wifhed this paflage to be confidered at his 
funeral. He once alluded to another fcripture, but laying 
that afide, left ir fhould occafion too much being faid of 
himfelf, he fixed upon this; remarking “if he comes to you, 
all will be well, you need not regret my removal.” So yout 
fee, brethren, the defign of your dear paltor was to encou- 
rage you to claima fhare in the promifed prefence of the 
Redeemer ; which he knew extended to all his churches, and 
to every individual believer. He perceived that he was going 
to leave you, he could not promife to come again’ to you, 
though it was his great confolation to hope that you, in fucs 
ceflion, will follow him; and meanwhile, the prefence of his 
great Matter, as'to his divine’ nature, and the increafing in- 
fluence of his {pirit, would be a fufficient compenfation fér any 
Jofs you could fuftain by his departure. - The fpiritual pre-. 
fence of Chrift could make up for the want of his bodily 
prefence, to thofe who knew what it was to enjoy the jatter; 
muit then ailuredly be fufficient to fupply the abfence of 
any under-fhephery. With this- thought ‘my dear brother 
confoled himielf, in beginning of his illnefs: « If,” 
faid he, in a letter written the firft Lord’s day that he was’ 
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REVIEW, 


from public worthip, td depart hence, to 

be no more féen, 1 kihow the Lord can carry on his caufe as 
well without me a¢ with me; he who redeemed the fheep 
with his bl60d, will never fuffer them to perifh for want of 
thepherding, fince he himfelf is the chief Shepherd 
of fouls. 


We are to be informed, at the of this fer- 
fién, that Memoirs of the Life Of Mr. Pearce, with Extraéts 
from other interefting Letters, will be publifhed as foon as the 
Materials can be collected and arranged, and the profits ape 
_ propriated to the benefit of his_ family. ; 


‘OBITUARY. 


An  Elegiac Ode, v written in the form of Solilequ uy or r Mourn. 
ing Meditation, at the death of Sir Thomas Abney, Knight © 


and Alderman ‘of London, who departed this life Feb. 6, 


(3721-2, in the 8gd year of his age. By I. Watts.—Sce 
the Lite of Sir Thomas concluded, Vol. IL. p. 402. 


| | 
To 


many 
Mapam, | | 


Your grief i is great and juft. It is not in the power of 
verfe to charm it: Your comforts mutt arife from a diviner 
fpring. My refidence in your family hath made mea wit- 
nefs to the luftre. of Sir Thom homas Abney” s chara@ter, and te 
the years of your felicity; and I bear a fenfible age in all 
the forrows thatare fhedonhis tomb. 

‘The nation mourns a good man loft from the midft of us, 
a public bleffing vanifhed from the earth. °The city mourns 
the lofs of a moit excellent magiftrate, a fure friend to virtué 
and a guardian to the public peace. The abet of Chrift 
mourns a beautiful pillar taken from the fupport and or- 
nament of the temple. All thefe are public. forrows; but 

ur lofs; Madam, carries a pain in it, that muft be unknown 
‘to all but fuch as knew the domeftic virtues of the deceafed. 

Thofe who have thé honour of your Ladyfhip’s acquaint- 
ance can tell you derive cay: 
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at the fountain-head. O may thofe ftreams defcend in full 


 meafure hourly and refrefh yourfelf and your mourning 
houfe! 


. Butif a verfe cannot give comfort to the living, yet it may 
do honour to the dead: and it is for this reafon your Lady- 
fhip defires a verfe to attend thefe few memorials of Sir Tho- 


mas Abney’s life. His modefty hath concealed a thoufand - 


things from the world which might have ftood as witnefles _ 


of his piety and goodnefs ; but he thought it fufficient thae 


his record was on high. Yet your unfeigned love follows 
him to the grave, and would doevery thing that might adorn 
his name and memory. Since you have called me to this piece 
of fervice, the obligations that your Ladyfhip hath laid upon 
 meare ftrong enoygh to fummon up my youthful powers 


‘and talents, even when I look upon them as buried and almoft 


Betides, 


roufe the mufe from the fleep. P aely 
is not 


but the imagination has refufed to attend the with; fo there 


are feafons when verfe comes almoft without a call, and the 
will might refift in vain. A few fuch feafons‘have I met 


with in the courfe of my life, and fome of them have found 
me oven in the chambers of death. When I have fpent days 
in the midft of mourning, and the whole foul hath been tuned 
to forrow, the harp hath founded of it’s own accord, and 
awakened all the doleful ftrings. Such was the hour when 
your dear and honoured brother, Mr. Thomas Gunfton de- 
parted this life: and fuchis the prefent providence. Uncom- 


mon worth forfaking our world {trikes all the wers of Nature. 


with fentiments of honour and grief, and the hand and the 
heart confent to raife a monument of love and forrow, — 

Accept then, Honoured Madam, thefe lines of elegy, as a 
fincere pledge of the greateft veneration which my heart pays 
to the memory of Sir Thomas Abney. How far foever the 
verfe may fall below the theme, yet now it muft always live, 
fince it is joined to thefe memoirs, and attached to a charaéter 
that cannot die. And while fucceeding ages fhall read the 
- honours due to the deceafed, let them know alfo the gratitude 


rred on 
Your Ladyfhip’s moft obliged, and obedient fervane, 


I pay to your Ladythip for the fignal benefits of Many years 
confe 4 


WATTS. 


| 


| 


“from that world where your departed relative drinks ‘he 


Madam, there are fome occurrences that can‘ of 


always under the command of the will: As there | 
have been occafions heretofore when I have wifhed to write, 
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ABNEY | expires. A general 
the houfe. How mutt a friend behave 
death and grief have rais’d their throne, 
And the fad chamibers feem of 


Shall I appear amongft the chief © 
Of mourners, wailing o’er ‘the dear 
muft I feek to charm their grief, 
Andin diftrefs of foul to comfort the diftreft 


I mourn by turns,and comfort too : 
He that can feel, can eafe another’s {mart. 
‘The drops of fympathetic woe 
Speaney the heavenly cordial warmer to the heart. 


mourn a thoufand j joys deceaft, | 
We name the hufband with a mournful tongues. 


He, powers of life decreas’d 
Felt the divine flames of love for ever young. 

‘Thrice happy man ! Thrice happy pair! 
If love could bid approaching death remove, 


The painful name of widow here 


Had ever been unknown. But death is deaf to love. 


| 
* Albina mourns, fhe mourns aie : 


Her grief unrival’d in a houfe of tears, | 
The partner ofher foulis gone 
Who doubled all her joys, and half fuftain’d herc cares. 


See the fair offspring of the dead, "at 
With their young griefs Albina they enclol, 
Befide the father’s dying bed; 


And as her woes increafe, their aire and duty grows. 


“The children feel the mother’s pain, 
Down their pale cheeks the trickling forrows roll; 
_ ‘The mother fees and weeps again, 
With all the tender paffions ttruggling in her foul. 


The tender paffions reign and {pread 
Through the whole houfe, and to the courts defcend : 
We mourn the beft of brothersdead: 
We mourn the kindeft mafter, and the — friend. 


stesrait * The Lady Abney. 
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We mourn ; but not as wretches do, 
Where vicious lives all hope in death deitroy : 
A falling tear is mature’s due; 


But hope. climbs highs and borders on celeftial j ior noe a 


There fits the late departed faint; 
There dwellsthe hufband, father, brother, friend: 
Then let us ceafe the fore complaint, |. 
Or mingled with our groans let notes of praife afcends 


Great God to thee we raife our fong, 
Thine were the graces that enrich’d his mind ; 
We blefs thee, that he fhone fo long, 
And left fo fair a track of pious life behind. Tone 


tee can domettic forrow thew 
A nation ’sdofs ? Can private tears fuffice 
| To mourn the faint and ruler too, 
Great names; fo rarely join’d below the blifsful tkies 


ould Abney in our world be born, 
Could Abney live,.and not Britannia fiile! ? 
r die, and not Britannia mourn, | | 
en fuch ethereal worth left our degenerate ifle ? 


-?T was heavenly wifdom, zeal divine, 

Taught him the balance and the {word to hold : 
looks with facred juftice thine, 

Beyond | the fzarlet honours, or the wreathen gold. 


Truth, freedom, courage, p cudende ftood 
Attending, when he fill’d che folemn chair : 
He knew no friendfhips, birth, nor blood; 
| wealth, nor gay att.re, Criminals were there. 


He fign’d their doom with fteady hand ;: 
Yet drops of pity from his eye-lids roll: 
punifh’d to reform the land, 
With terror on his brow, and mercy in his foul. 


“His tongue was much un{kill’d to chide ; 
Soft were his lips, and all his language fweet: 
His foul difdain’d the airs of pride, 
Yet love and reverence greet him through the crouded Accet 


~God-like he liv’d and aéted here, 
~ Moving unfeen, and {till fublimely great 5 
Yet whea his country cliim’d his care, 
Defcending he pera ’d, and b: rz the pomp of ftate. 
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He more hin once oblig’d the throne, 
And fav’d the nation ; yet he fhunn’d the ames 


_»  Carelefs to make his merit known, 
‘The Chriftian hath enough that heaven records name, 


His bumble foul cunivere’d: on high ; 
Heaven was his hope, his reft, his native home : 
His treafures lay above dhe: 
“Much he pofleft on earth, but more in worlds to come, 


With filent fteps he trac’d the way 
‘To the fair courts of light, his with’d abode 5 ; 

Nor would he afk a moment’s ftay, | 
Nor make the convoy wait, that call ‘ad his foul 


See the good man with head reclin’ d, 
And peaceful heart, refions his precious breath : 

No thoughts opprefs his mind ; 
Calm and ferene his life, ferene and calm his death. — 


to God, 


Laden with honours and with years, 
- His vigorous virtue fhot a youthful rays 
And whilehe ends his race, 
Bright as the fetting fun ofa long cloudlefs day, 


Spent with the toil of bufy hours, 
‘Nature retir ‘d, and life funk down to fleep: : 

Come, drefs the bed with fadelefs flowers; | : 
Come, angels, round his tomb immortal vigils keep, 


The heart of every Briton rears : 
A monument to Abney’ S {potlefs fame ‘ 

‘The oencil faints, the mufe defpairs, 
His country’s grief and love muft eternife his name. 


Fa 


Sic cecinit meerens, 
Inter marores domefticos, 
Et patria fue luétus. 
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_Letnot 


Before Preaching. 


An IGHTY God! look down 
and biels 

Thy word of free and fovereign grace 

Thy fpirit’s holy fire impart, 

And fill) with joy each humble heart. 


May alljour fouls be found fincere, | 
Nor let A wandering thought be here ; 
Thy glorious prefence fills the place, 
And fhall we trifle with thy grace [ 


Humble} may all our fpirits be, 
Now we approach to worfhip thee 5 _ 
Meekly/ receive infraction given, 
And blefs thee for thy word 7” 


his world’s delufive toys, 
Divide our minds from heavenly joys ; 
Bid it’s vain vexing cares retire, 

And let our fouls to thee afpire. 


0! ~~ our thoughts be borne above P 
‘To thee, thou God of light'and love ; 
There thall our warmeft withes 
And in thy courts our fouls be bieft. 
N. 
| 
‘Thou art my God. 


envy move, 


Since I can triumph in redeeming grace; 1: 
‘Call heaven my own, and heaven’s i 


‘ mortal king 


My God, my fupreme delight an 
ent f 


Eternal: I’ve all things in pofesing 


thee. 
I find no want no emptinefs within ; 
, All my defires in thee I find appeaf’d. 
- Let tempetts rife, darknefs furround Mes, 
Thou art my God, believd, difpels the 
gloom, 


And the raging ternal ceate 


~ 


| 


SACRED POETRY. 


| 
| 


Defeat 3 falfe friends and ven all human 
truft ; 


| Thou art my God, reprediea every figh, 


When death and hell their darts pas 
at my foul, 


Level their terrors to deftrey my peace 5 


In triumph fweet I art 
God. 


And can that arm, that arm Omnipo- 


tent, 
Be vanquifhed ; or Almighty ftrength 


oppo! dy 
Till then and not till then I lafety 


want. 


early care was chou fap- 


port 
My helplefs infancy and ds ; 


Tie watchful guide of pay un teady 


youth, 
In every ttage, and period of my life, 
I trace thy providence, thy mercy meet, 
Thou art my God. In thee I live and 


move, 
My daily wants how long haft ichow 
fupplied 5 | ‘ 


Thy bounty does confound my unb* lief. 
In dangers numbérlefs feen and unfeen, 


Flas thy delivering hand my fufety 


wrought. 

How great thy 
thy love ! 

My gratitude how narrow i return ! ' 


With loving-kindnefs haft crown'd 


my head, 


} O let thy goodnefs dwell oben my foul | ! 
| If e’er my wand’rings caus’d tny chaf- 


WHAT glorious mortal fhould ee O how unwilling feem'd to chide ; thy 


tening rod, | 


love 


Appeared through the dicguite of bvery 
frown 5 


| It’s beams have glimmered through the 


darkeft night, -| 


And every ftripe . ftill drew me nearer 


thee 

Remov’d my carnal props 1 
lean 

| With more affurance on th” eternal rock, 

Thou art my God, How {weet to 
contemplate ; ; 

Thou art my rock, O bleft ability! 


Thou art my ranfom, O 


wide 
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ig 
The fix’d istimutable divinity 


I’m fwallowed up in glory foimmenfe, 
Let me adore, epeh i can ne’er ex- | 


‘Thou art my God. Let me again re- 


Let others boaft their honour, wealth, 


and pride ; i 


Thou art my God ; to ages 
mine. 


Your pleaiures offer to thole Wrenches 


No other ~portion afk : 
vanith all nor. yield amulement, 


Afpiring thought, 


What things are what 
morer 
What further can Tafle? I 


My ein fure, my hope, my tower 


T ranfporting thought ! Glory ineffable 

‘Take here thy pledge ot heaven, nor 
earth nor hell | 

Shall e’er thy fixed, thy firm foundation 
fhake. 

It is enopgh, my ravifhed foul replies, 


preis, 
My gratitude for love the moft fivine, 


peat, 
The glorious accents found tranfpor ting 
blifs. 


Terreftial phantoms, vifionary pomp : 

Thefe I renounce as vanity, and far — 

Beneath the notice of a foul redeem’d ; 

Redeem’d by blood, the blood of God's 
dear Son, 


From pain immortal, & the fiery gulf, 


Of black defpair, and thades of endlefs 

night, 

In thee I OQ thou 
friend ! 


Nor death thall force to quit my hold | 


of thee: 
‘To earth’s enjoyments joyful bid 
Breathe out my foul in exclamations 
{weet : 


O who can eftimate tay blifs. ? my joy, 

My portion tell ? O hain; O depths | | 
O lengths ! 

And breadths unknown ! God i is 
all in all!) 

Go ye vain objects, ye delufive toys, 


under (ton 


or 


| 


SACRED 
My and my God ! 


| 


here your defects 
confets } | 


| 


Cieition | is narrow for my touf, 

I'm ftraightened in my flight beheatlé 
the-iies.: 

The foul that knows what thy blefs*d 
{mile imports, 

Has no fenfations for thefe low delights, 

If delights are where dwells mortality, 

What if the fun -extinguithed i in the 

fkies, 


With all th’ ethereal lamps i in bist % 


vault? 
Thou art my God ; ineffable my bits f 
Immortal day is my illuftrious home. ' 
When all thefe lower heav’ns mingle 
with earth, 4 
And in one univerfal ruin lie ; ee 
I thall behold in beauty regions. news 
Infinite profpects ever opening wide ; 
Nor longer converfe. with delofive 
forms, 
But with qualities of endlefs date, > 


And shall vain man, all anzious, ative 


For mere pageantry, and forth 


While I, a candidate for heaven" 

And dignity a fhort probationer,” 

Grow faint and weary in the noble | 
‘rife! 


Roufe thee, my foul, to more slivityy 
O! waken all thy powers in their 


fuit, 


appears, 


The palm of vidtory and the conquer- 


ing crown ; 
O be intent on the immenfe. reward, 


And fly the world for glories fo divine. | 
Oh ! thou by whofe-almighty pdwer 


alone, 
J thall be ‘able to withftand thy foes, 


| 


Put in my heart thy fear, nor let my | 


foul 


Ever dishonour thee, my God | 


$hould glory call with he 
voice ; 

Or pleafure with a fottes eloquence 
Allure; the worla’s ambition 

heart. 

Oh! ‘et me keep the happy day ia 
‘fignt 

Fai ail thee ay God, my infinite, 


| 


See! fee! the moments Ay, the prize 
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LIFE AND CHARACTER OF THE REV. THOMAS STEFFF; 
BY DR. DODDRIDGE. 


A 
N.B. Thisaccount of Mr. Steffe’s Life and Charaéter, is 
refixed to a {mall volume of Ten Sermons, which were preached 
by Mr. Steffe, and are publifhed from his MS notes. Mr, 
Steffe was one of Dr. Doddridge’s pupils. The fermons are 
dedicated to the Rev. Mr. John Barker, a valuable diffenting 
minifter at Hackney, near London, who generoufly, with 
another kind benefactor, affifted Mr. Steffe with a fupply of 
twenty poundsa year, during his continuance at the academy. 
We have ventured to publifh the dedication, as well as the life, 
as one gives fome light to the other, as neither of them are much 
known; and as they are both, on feveral accounts, very valu- 
able, and worthy the attentive perufal of our readers, 


REV. MR. JOHN BARKER. 
Reverend and Dear Sirs 


| 


I F the dedication of a book be any token of gratitude and 
re{pect, or the patronage of it any inftance of generofity and 
favour, you have the juiteft title. to this volume in one view, 
and I the greateft encouragement to addrefs it to you on the 
other. I know, Sir, that to enlarge on thefe topics, would, to a 
gentleman of your charater, be making a very difagreeable © 
kind of return: but you will allow me to let the ool know, 
that I am infcribing thefe pofthumous fermons of Mr. Stefte 
to one of the beft of his friends, as well as of mine, and to 
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bin: to whom had he been engaged to publifh them himfelf, 


he would furely have chofen to prefent the firft fruits of his 


labours. And permit me, Sir, thus publickly to thank you, 


for all the pleafure you gave me in an opportunity of cultiva. 


ting the mind of fo worthy a youth, and for the foundation 


which you laid for that excellent exampic he gave, as well as | 
for the wife and pious inftruciions he delivered, 


| 
| 


circumftances and relations of life, which, unfupported by 


bounty and care, it is probabie he had never known. 


ou, Sir, difcovered this promifing plant in its tendereft - 
{tate, and prefented it to the garden of God; and though we 
muft not arraign the wife hand that removed it, every one 


will own it reafonable, that thefe early, yet pleafant and- 


nourifhment. 


- When | intimate, that Mr. Barker may not only be enter-_ 
tained, but edified, by the productions of our young friend, 
*I might feem to {peak with too little caution, and to raife 


an expectation which a prudent friendfhip will always avoid, 


- ‘when it would introduce perfons or books. into the world 


with advantage. But it is the happinefs of great wifdom and 


goodnefs, (I had almoft faid, it is a part of it’s reward,), to’ 


be entertained, and edified, by the writings of thofe who are 
much it’s inferiors, and moft readily to exercife an indulgence 


which itfelf leaft needs. In this view you, Sir, would have 


read thefe fermons with pleafure, had they been the work of a 
 ftranger: but you cannot, and I think you ought not, to 
forget, that you were, through the Divine Gocdnefs, the © 


inftrument of giving them to the world. And you will Se 
quickened to renew your bounties of this kind, (and a more. 


important kind is not eafily to be named,) when you ‘fo | 
feafibly perceive, that, fhortas the date of our friend’s life 


was, your labour, with regard to it’s prefent effects, hath not 


been in vaininthe Lord. 


They who know the relation in which I ftood to Mr, 
Steffe, will readily believe, that I have fome peculiar fhare in 
your joys on fuch an occafion: but if there were not fuch a 
diftinguifhing tie as in the prefent cafe, | muft be infenfible 
to a long train of perfonal obligations, if 1 did not affection: — 
ately take my pert in all your fitisfa€tions and ys. : 

| efs 


_-wholefome fruits, which dropped from it, fhould be prefented 
' to you. And I perfuade myfelf, Sir, that though they are 
' mot ripened to all that height of beauty and of flavour, which | 
@ maturer growth might have given them, you will receive 
them with candour; and indeed, I am not without fome > 


chearful hope, that they may afford you both delight and 
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blefs God, that they arife from fuch 3 variety of {prings ; an 
that they fwell into fo full a ftream3; and above all, thae : 
they are fo faithfully, and fo conftantly, returned back to him, 


from whom they originally proceed. 

1 do, Sir, in my confcience apprehend, that when addreffing 
the minifters of the golpe there is feldom reafon to con- 
gratulate them on their diftinguifhed circumftances in_tem- 

poral life. When the more abundant gifts of the Divine 

bounty feem to be received, as if, like thofe given to the 
Hebrew fervants, they were a part of the ceremonial of their 
difmiffion from their Lord, they ~are indeed the calamity, . 
rather than the happincfs of the proprietors, be they ever fo 
copious, or ever fo {plendid. . That is really a poifonous 
draught, ‘be it ever fo lufcious, which intoxicates the mind, 
and Tolls it into a forgetfulnefs of the intereft of Chrift, 
and of immortal fouls. But where affluent circumftances 
are confidered-as an engagement to ferve God with greater — 

- chearfulnefs and zeal in the abundance of all things; where 
the poffeflor confiders himfelf as the fteward of God in tempo-_ 
rals as well as fpirituals, and as the almoner who is to dif- 
tribute the Divine bounties to his indigent brethren, whether. 
minifters, or private chriitians ; and where all this is done in 

‘ the eafy, chearful, endearing manner, of a heart that feels, 

how much more blefléd it is to give than to receive: this, 

Sir, is a moft grateful fpef&acle, not only to the eye of an 

intimate and obliged friend, but of a ftranger who under- 
{tands any thing of the beauty of character; and is, I doubt. 
not, venerable, as well as amiable, in the eyes of thofe ce. 
leftial fpirits, from whom it feems to be copied: Human. 
acknowledgments on fuch an occafion are little things, to the. 
voice of an approving contcience, and ap approving God. 
I hope therefore, Sir, that the many, whofe burdens (to my 
certain knowledge). you have eafed, and whofe hearts you. 
have gladdened, will exprefs their gratitude in a nobler 
way, by endeavouring to ferve the public with greater ala. 
crity, while they are freed from the incumbrances which muft 
otherwiie have deprefled and broken their fpirits. © 

-Theartily biefs God, that while good Mr. Barker is pof- 

fefled of thefe pleafures, which fo few of his brethren in the 

diflenting miniftry can have, he alfo fhares with the moft ac- 
ceptable, and [ hope I may add, the moft fuceefsful of them, 
in thofe which immediately arife from the exercife of his 
facred office, Itis with unutterable delight, that I fee fo 
luable a friend recovered from the remainders of that diforder, 
which feemed fome years ago, to threaten the fpcedy period 
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of his public fervices. To be able to vent the fulnefs of 
your heart under a fenfe of the grace of the gofpel, and to 
reprefent the important engagements to vital and univer(al. 
holinefs which fo naturally arife from it, would give a nobler 
pleafure than money could purchafe, though it were only in 
your own houfe, to alittle circle which might fill one of it’s 
rooms. ‘There indeed you equally approve the fince- 
rity of your heart, in the prefence of Him that fearches it; 
but you muft give your friends (that is, as I fhould imagine, 
all the friends of virtue and religion who know you,) leave 
to rejoice, that Providence haviag invigorated you for it, has 
, called you out to conftant fervice in one of the moft numerous. 
and important congregations, which is to be found among us| 
even in London, (that great fupport of our intereft through 
the whole kingdom:) there, my dear and honoured friend, 
may you long continue to delight, and to blefs, crouded, 
attentive, aud ferious auditories, growing daily more attentive, 
and more ferious, while your doGtrine drops upon them like 
) aa the dew, and diftils like the rain! May you have the pleafure 
ie to fee, not merely that they are capable of relifhing the dignity + 
fentiment, the propriety of language, and the gracefulnels 
of delivery; but, which is infinitely more defirable, that they 
continually advance in faith, in holinefs, and in love, to the. 
glory of that God whom you ferve with your fpirit in the 
gofpel of his Son, and to whom all that you are and have, 
fo faithfully, and fo zealoufly devoted’ 
- For thefe great purpofes, may your important life be pro- 
longed, and your health, with that of your valuable lady, © 
be fupported to many future years! May the fecret bleffin 
of the God of heaven fweetly mingle itfelf with all the con- 
cerns of both! May it fill your houfe with profperity, and 
your hearts with that joy, which a ftranger intermeddleth 
not with, and which, though it were in a royal palace, can 
‘grow upon no ftock but benevolence, friendfhip, and devotion | 
_And may the various bleffings of a long, and a happy life, 
be at length crowned with thofe of an infinitely happier 
Whenever that folemn moment comes, which is to re- 
move you from time to eternity, I know that it muft leave 
multitudes lamenting ; fo deeply. lamenting, that it is pain- 
fal to fpeak, or to think of it. But I rejoice, Sir, to reflect, 
how many friends above will then be waiting to receive you 
| to everlafting habitations. I doubt nat, but the fpirit of our — 
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Bit | and that your generous concern to prompte the fpread, and the. 
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acceptance of thefe his remains, will, fo far as it may be 
known to him, increafe his acknowledgment. In the mean 


time, Sir, 1 perfuade myfelf, that among all your other 
offices, you will join your earneft prayers for their fuccefs, — 


with thofe of, 
Reverend and dear Sir, 
Your moft obliged and affectionate brother, 
and obedient humble fervant, 


DODDRIDGE. 


Northampton, Fune 8, 1 7420 


SOME ACCOUNT OF THB LIFE AND CHARACTER OF 
THE REY. MR. THOMAS STEFFE. 


- THE pious author of thefe difcourfes was fo early remoyed ' - 
from our world, and made fo fhort an appearance on any 
public ftage of action, that there is no room for any to ex- — 
 pecta variety of remarkable occurrences in his life. By far — 
the greater part of thofe few years which Providence allotted 
him, was fpent in affiduous preparation for fervices, which — 
alas, he was never permitted to accomplifh. Neverthelefs, 


as a perfon curious in the anatomy of vegetables, would ‘ 


Jook with fome fatisfaction on a bloffom yet folded up im 
the bud, while he traced the firft rudiments of it’s future 


form, as well as that peculiar apparatus which was fubfervient ~_ 


to it’s prefervation and growth in that infant ftate, though it 
never grew up to difplay it’s vivid colours, and diffufe it's 
fragrancy ; fo ] flatter myfelf, that fomething may occur 
in this narration, not unworthy the notice of furvivors,. 
They, who like our author, in the years I fhall principally 
defcribe, are growing up to the work of the miniftry, may. 
I hope, Jearn in many inftances, what it is to be defired they 
-may be, while I am teiling them what Mr. Stefte was; and - 
_if they go and do likewife, it may be for the benefit of mul. | 
titudes who are yet unborn, that this little fketch has been 
drawn. And the generality of readers may, perhaps, be more 
-_difpofed to edify by his writings, as they grow better acquaint. — 
_ed with his character: for it is certain, that nothine adds 
to a inftructions from the pulpit 
or the prefs, than an apprehenfion that they a ‘ibed 
ur author was the fon of a worthy clergyman o 
eftablifhed church, the Reverend Mr. 
_ Emanuel-college in Cumbridge, and afterwards re&tor of 


Wren. 
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Wrentham, in the county of Suffolk. This gentleman, re- 
_ markable for his piety, learning, and moderation, married 
_ Mrs. Martha Popland, of Raydon, in Suffolk, by whom he 
had feveral children, who furvive their honoured father, I hope. 
to be long-lived bleffings to their other pious parent, and te . 
fupply, as far as poffible, the great lofs fhe fuftained, fo foon 
after fhe became a widow, by the death of two moft hopeful 
and delightful fons.* 
My. Thomas Steffe was born April 6, 1716; and though 
he had a very weak conftitution, fo that his life was hardly ex- 
pected from his infancy, (for he foon appeared fubject to an 
afthmatic diforder, befides other infirmities ) yet he difcovered 
fuch an early folidity of genuis, ferioufnefs of temper, and 
fondnefs for books; that his father foon determined to in- 
dulge his defire of being bred a feholar: and as he candidly 
referred it to himfelf, as his judgment advanced towards matu- 
rity, to judge for himfelf in religious matters, he generoufly 
acquiefced in the young gentleman’s choice of purfuing his 


S 
ftudies. among the Proteftant Diffenters. 


I am informed, that he bad moft of his education in the 
languages under his father, who was well acquainted with 
_. them, and efpecially a very accurate judge in the elegancies of | 
.the latin, of which I had fome remarkable proofs in my cor- q 
refpondence with him. It is not very material. to mention 
the particular places, in which our author improved and per- 
feéted his ftudies. It may fuffice to fay, that when he was 
judged nearly qualified for the academy, as he refolutely de- 
clined, from principles of confcience, thofe offers which a 
perfon of the firft rank in the eftablifhed church had kindly 
made of providing for him at the univerfity. His cafe was 
accidentally mentioned to that excellent perfon, to whom I 
have infcribed thefe fruits of his labours; who ready to em- 
brace all opportunities to ferve the public intereft, made a_ 
particular enquiry into his character and difpofition, and in_ 
: concurrence with another, and to me unknown benefactor, 
determined to affift this hopeful youth with a fupply of 
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| twenty pounds a year, that his education might not be bur- 
iW | thenfome to his good father, then far advaneed in years, | 
| and charged with the care of a nuinerous family. 
Rn S| Inthe year 1733, Mr. Steffe was fent, at the requeft of 
ay his friends, to one of thofe little feminaries among the Pro- | 
teftant 
Nan _ ™ The Reverend Mr. Steffe, of Wrentham, died Ang, 7, 
Die | 1797; one of his fons, December 23, 1738 ; andthe other dear 
youth, the author of thefe fermons, June 4,174 - 
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be(t manner we can, the want of more public advantages for 
education, and to guide the minds of young pertons intended 
for the miniftry, into fuch preparatory ftudies, as may in fome 
meafure qualify them for appearing properly in it. He was 
then inhis 18th year; but as he well knew the importance 
of making himfelf mafter of the learned languages in younger 
life, he defired to be excufed from entering upon the phi- 
lofophical part of his courfe, till %e Kad {pent almoft another 
year in applying himfelf to them ; and particularly to Greek, — 
which, 1 am forry to fay it, is not generally cultivated in 
private fchools with that care and exactneis which 1t deferves 
and requires. He-.profecuted thefe {tudies with fuch refolution 
and fuch fuccefs, that, on the whole, the moft celebrated 
claffics, both of Greece and Raine, were a delight, rather 
than a drudgery to-him; and thus a foundation was laid for 
that folidity, ftrength, and correétnefs, both of fentiments 
and {tyle, which mutt feldom be expe&ted, where thofe great 
originals are unknown, or difregarded, pees 

I cannot forbear mentioning two other precautions, which - 
Mr. Steffe took in his entrance on this ftage of life, which 
appeared to me remarkably prudent. The one'was;, that he 
endeavoured to gain an early acquaintance with the character 
of books, efpecially thofe of the little library to which he had 
accefs; and was ready to take the advice of more experienced 
friends in the choice of thofe he fhould read, that he might not — 
throw away his time in thofe which were of lictle importanee 
and alfo that he might not anticipate the perufal of otherg, 
which might more properly be reviewed in fonie future time, 
And |] muit needs fay, that the neglect of this caution, obvious - 
as it is, may make a well-furniined library a fnare, rather 
than a benefit. ‘The other particular I referred to, was his 
care immediately to learn fhort-hand, and that not merely in 
it’s firft rudiments, with which too many content themfelves; 
but to fome degree of exactnefs, elegance, and readinefs. In 
confequence of this, he became capable with great eafe, and in | 
a very little time, to make many valuable extra&s from ‘the 
books he read and confulted ; not to mention the many hours 
which it afterwards faved him, in the compolition of difcourfes. 
for the pulpit. 

d think it was alfo during the firft year, that he laid a foun- 
dation for reading the Old Teftament in it’s criginal language; 
a care fo very neceflary, that I wonder it thould ever be 
omitted ; or that any young gentleman in an age like 
ours, thould be judged competently qualified for the pulpit, 
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who lies as much at die mercy of tranflators in ftudying the 


larger half of his bible, as any of the people he is to teach. 


_ Ie is, however, with pleafure that I obferve, how feldom this 
is done amony the Proteftant Diffenters, fo far as I have an 


tunity to learn; and I am forry to hcar from many 
learned clergymen, with whom I have the honour to be 
acquainted, how often itis totally neglected by thofe, whofe 
advantages for literature are fo very much diftinguifhed. 


be continued. 
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BISHOP BURNET S LIVES AND ‘SUFFERINGS OF 
THE ENGLISH MARTYRS. 


"THE LIFE OF MARGERY POLLEY. 


< ae Margery Polley was 5 the widow of Richard Polley, 


of Pepingberry, in Kent, and was brought before Maurice, 


~ bifhop of Rochetter, and accufed of herefy, about the beginning 


of Fhe; inthe year 1555. When Mrs. Polley was brought 
before the bifhop, his lordfhip according to the pontificial 
folemnity of the church of Rome, rifing out of the chair of 


~ his m ajefty, in the high {welling ftile after his ordinary and 


ufual manner to dath the poor filly woman, beginning in thefe 
‘word? : 

“« We Maurice, by the Siffieance of God, bifhop of Ro- 
chefter, proceeding of our mieer office in a caufe of herely, 
againitthee Margery Polley, of the parifh of Pepingberry, in 
our diocefe and jurifdiction of Rochefter, do lay and object 
againft thee all and fingular thefe artic'es enfuing. To 
which, and to every parcel of them, we require of thee a 
true, full, and plain an{wer, by virtue of thine oath thereupon 
to be given, Secs” 

Then the oath was diminiftered by the official. 

. After which the bifhop looking ftedfaftly at the woman, 
déinanded of her a anfwer to one of the 
following articles. 

1. Are not they heretics who do maintain and hold other. 
wife than our holy mother the Catholic church doth ? t 

Polley. They are indeed heretics and grofsly deceived: 


who do hold and maintain doctrines which are foreign to the 


will of God written in his holy fcriptures, which holy writings — 
I de fincerely believe, were written by holy men immediately 
and — thereto by the Holy Ghoft, who is 

God 
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God proceeding from the Father and the Son, one God co- 
eternal and co-equal whom I adore and worthip. 
2. Do you, forfooth, hold and maintain, that in the facra- 
‘ment of the altar, under the forms .of bread and wine, is 
not the very body and blood of Chrift ; and that the faid body 
of Chrift is verily in heaven only, and notin the facrament ? 
Polley. What I have learnt from the holy fcriptures, 
which Chrift has given unto me, and unto all men, I donow, 
and will to my life’s end hold and ftedfaftly maintain, to wit, 
That the body of Chrift, that very body which was crucified 
for me, my fins, and the fins and trangreffions of all the 
world was crucified under Pontious Pilate by the cruel in- 
{tization of the Jews, and that that very fame body did after-_ 
wards afcend up into heaven, and does fit at the right hand 
of God, making interceffion for all fuch who believe and 
truft in the mercies and redemption.of a crucified Jefus. 
This very body has remained in heaven ever fince, and © 
therefore cannot, according to my belief, be in the facrament 
of the altar; but I do believe that the bread and winé in the 
facrament are to be received as fymbols and reprefentatives 
of the body and blood of Chrift, but notas the real body and 
blood of Chrift. And I do thinkin my weak judgment, 
that it is not in the power of any man by pronouncing words — 
over the elements of bread and wine to tranfub{ftantiate them 
into the real body and blood of Chrift. | Finally, I do bes 
licve, that the eucharift is only a commemorative facrifce, 
becaufe Chrift, my dear Lord and Saviour did fay, As oft as 
ye do this, do it in remembrance of me. | 
~ Whereupon the bithop was greatly enraged, and cried out, 
that fhe was an obftinate heretic. However, he faid, thou 
arta filly woman, and knoweift not what thou fayeft, it is the 
duty of every chriftian to believe as mother church hath 
anddoth teache 
- Wilt thou Margery Polley recant of thefe errors which 
you hold, be reconciled to holy church, receive the remiffion 
‘5 et that your foul may be faved in the day of the Lird 
efus. 
Polley. My Lord, I cannot believe o:herwife than I have 
fpoken, becaufe the praCtice of the church of Rome is con- 
trary not only to reafon, to my fenfes, but alfo to the holy 
{criptures which are the word of God. ra 
Then faid the bifhop I muft do my office, and immediately 
proceeded to pronounce the fentence of condemnation 
After which fhe was carried back to prifon, and there re- 
Vor. mained 
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"mained praifing and bleffing God for all his mercies until the 
middle of July following. 


She was often dealt with to recant, for fhe was a woman 


in the prime of life, of a holy converfation and pious example, 
charitable, humane, learned in the fcriptures, and beloved by 
all her neighbours. She refufed all offers of life, chufing— 
rather to fecure to herfelf by her fteady adherence to the 
truth, immortality, and the pofleffion of joys and pleafures 


that will have no end, than a fhort life here, purchafed’at the 


expence.of lying and hypocrify. 


At length the fatal day coming, fhe was conducted from 


the bifhop’s prifon in his palace at Rochefter, to Tunbridge, | 
in Kent, where fhe was burnt, fealing the truth of what fhe | 


had teftified with her blood. 


THE LIFE OF DIRICK CARVER, AND JOHN LAUNDER, 
DIRICK CARVER, of Brighthampftead, in the county 
of Suffex, beer brewer, about forty years old, and John Laun- 
der, of Godftone, in the county of Surrey, hufbandman, were 


both apprehended in the dwelling-houfe of the faid Dirick | 


_ Carver, at Brighthampftead, as they were at prayers, by Ed- 
ward Gage, gentleman, in October 1554, and were by him 
fent up to the Queen’s council at London; where being ex- 


amined they, with divers others, apprehended at the fame time 


and place with them, were fent prifoners to Newgate, in 


London, to wait the leifure, and abide the examination of Dr. | 


Bonner, bifhop of London. 


The examination of John Launder. | 


John Launder, hufbandman, aged 25 years, faith, Thae_ 


about two days before Allhallontide laft paft, he and one Dirick 
‘Carver, Thomas Ivefon, William Veifly, with divers others 
to the number of twelve, being altogether in their prayers, and 
faying the fervice in Englifh fet forth in the time of Edward 


the Sixth, in the houfe of the faid Dirick Carver, at Bright-— 
hampftead, in the county of Suflex, were then apprehended by 
one Mr. Edward Gage, and by him fent to London, to the 


oer and Queen's council, and upon examination committed 
to 
fince remained in prifon.’ 


And the faid John Launder further being examined, he 
doth confefs aud fay,‘ That the occafion of his coming to 
| | Br ight- 


ewgate, where he, with his other fellows, have ever 
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Brighthampftead,* was upon certain bufinefs of his father’s 3 
and hearing that the faid Dirick Carver‘did much favour the 
~ gofpel, he went to his houfe-and company, whom before he 
knew not ; and fo was apprehended, asis aforefaid. 

¢ The faid John Launder doth alfo further confefs and be- 
lieve, that there is here on earth, one whole and univertal 
Catholic church, whereof the members be difperfed through 
the world; and doth believe alfo, that the fame church doth 
fet forth and teach only two facraments, that is, the facrament 
of baptifm, and the facrament of the Lord’s fupper. 

‘And whofoever doth teach or ufe any more facraments, | 
or any other ceremonies, he doth not believe that they be of 
the catholic church, but doth abhor them from the bottom 
of his heart. 

© And he doth further fay and believe, that all the fervice, 
facrificies, and ceremonies, now ufed in this realm of England, 
{and in other parts of the world where they be ufed after the 
fame manner) be erroneous and naught, and contrary to 
Chrift’s inftitution, and the determination of Chrift’s catholic 
church, whereof he believeth that he himfelfis a member. _ 

© Alfo he doth confefs and believe, That in the facrament, 
now called the facrament of the altar, there is not really 
and truly contained under the forms of bread and wine, the — 
very natural body and blood of Chrift in fubftance ; but his 
belief and faith therein is as follows, viz. hat when he doth 
receive the ‘material bread, he doth receive the fame in re- 
membrance of Chrift’s death and paffion; and fo receivin 
it, he doth eat and drink Chrift’s body and blood by faith, ind 

© Moreover he doth confefs, fay, and believe, that the mafs 
now ufed in the realm of England, or elfewhere in Chriftendom 
is naught and abominable, and direétly againft God’s word, 
and his catholic church ; and that there is nothing faid or ufed 
in it good and profitable. For he faith, that though the gloria 
in excelfis, the creed and pater-nofter, and other parts of the 
mafs be good in themfelves, yet the fame being pfed amongft 
other things that are naught and fuperftitious in the mais, the 
fame good things become naught alfo, as he believeth. 

‘ Alfo he doth believe and confefs, that auricular confeffion 
is not neceflary to be made to any prieft, or to any other crea- 
ture, but every perfon ought to acknowledge and confefs his 
fins only to God ; and alfo that no perfon hath any authorit . 
to abfolve any man from i fins. And he alfo believet. 

| tha. 


* Now more generally called Brighthelmfton. | 
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that the right and true way (according to the fcripture) after 

a man hath fallen from grace to fin, and to arife to Chrift 
again, is to be forry for his offences, and to do the fame or 
the like no more; and not to make any auricular confeffion 
‘of them to the prieft, or to take abfolution for them at the 
Upon thefe his opinions and anfwers, being openly acknow- _ 


ledged and maintained in the bifhop’s coniiftory-court, and 


he pr to recant, or go from the fame, he was condemned, | 
and delivered to the fecular power, and carricd down and 
burned at Steyning, the 23d of July, 1555. . 
Here followeth the confeffion of Dirick Carver of Bright- 
hampited,'in the county of Sufiex. 
He being examined by Bemner, bifhop of London, con- 
cerning his faith in the facrament of the altar, faith, ‘That | 
_ hehath, and doth believe, that the very fubftance of the body 
and blood of Chrift, is not in the faid facrament, and that 


- there is no other fubftance remaining in the faid facrament 


of bread and’ wine.’ 
| 2. Being examined concerning the mafs in latin, now 
 ufed in the church of England,‘ He believeth there is no fae © 
__crifice in the faid mafs, and that there is in it no falvation for 
- achriftian, except it fhould be faid in the mother tongue, that 
_ hemightunderftand it. And concerning the ceremonies of © 
_ the church, he faith, and believeth, that they be not prontable — 
Being examined concerning auricular confeffion, he 
_ anfwereth, ‘ That he hath and doth believe, that it is neceflary 
_ to go toa prieft for good counfel ; but the abfolution of the 
_ prieft, iaying his hands upon any man’s head, as is now ufed, | 
is nothing proftable to a chriftian’s falvation. And further 
he faith, that he hath not been confefied, nor received the 
_ facrament of the altar, fince the coronation of the Queen that 
4. Concerning the faith and religion now taught and fet . 
forth in the church of England, he anfwers and believeth, 
_ © That itis not agreeable to God’s word. And furthermore 
he faith, that bifhop Hooper, Cardmaker, and Rogers, and 
others of their opinion, who were lately burned, were good © 
_ chrifian men, and did’ preach the true doctrine of Chrift as 
he believeth; and he faith, that they did fhed their blood in’ 
_ the fame doctrine, which was by the power of God, as he faith 
_ And being further examined, faith, ‘ That fince the Queen’s 
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after the words fpoken by the prieft, but only the fubftance 
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-coronation, he hath had the bible and pfalter in Englith read 
divers times in his houfe at Brighthampfted; and likewife 
fince his coming to Newgate, but the keeper hearing thereof, 
did take them away. And he alfo faith, that about twelve 
months now paft, he had the Englifh proceflion or litany faid 
in his houfe,. with other. Enghfh prayers. 
© And he further faith, That Thomas Ivefon, John Laun- 
der, and William Veifly, being prifoners with him in New- . 
gate, were taken with this examinantin his houfe at Bright- 
hampited, as they were a the gofpel read in Eng ifh, 
.a little before Allhallontide lait paft, and being ‘examined by 
the council, were committed by them to the prifon of New- 
gate,inLondon’ 
Upon Monday the roth of Juné, 1555, John Launder 
and Dirick Carver, were brought into the confiltory, where 
their confeffions were read, and they afked feverally if - they 
would ftand to the fame; which they faid they would: and 
fo fentence of condemnation was pronounced againft them; | 
and Dirick Carver was carried to Lewes, in 5uflex, to his 
execution. 
. It is obfervable that the faid Dirick Carver by his great 
_ .induftry learned to read Englifh while he was in prifon, which 
he could not do before. 
When he was brought to Lewes, the people called to him, 
befeeching God to ftrengthen him in the faith of Jefus Chrift. 
He thanked them, aud prayed God to ftrengthen him in the 
‘like faith, When he came to the fign of the Star, the people 
drew near to him, and the fheriff faid, that he had found him — 
a faithful in his anfwers. 
When he came to the ftake he kneeled down, and faid his 
_ prayers; then his book was thrown into the barrel which 
was fet by the ftake for him; and he ftripped himfelf, and 
- went into the fame barrel, and he took up the book and threw — 
it among the people; and the fheriff commanded it to be 
Then Dirick fpake to the people to this effect: -Dear bre- 
thren and: filters, bear witnefs that | am come to feal with 
_ my blood Chrift’s gofpel, becaufe I know that it is.true. It — 
is not unknown to you all, that the gofpel hath been truly — 
preached to you here in Lewes, and in ail places in England, 
and now it is not fo preached ; and becaufe 1 will not here 
_ deny God’s gofpel, and be obedient to man’s laws, I am con- 
demnedtodie. 
‘Dear brethren and fifters, as many of you as do believe in 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft unto eternal life, fee ye do 
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the works appertaining to the fame faith; and as many of 
_-you as do believe on the Pope of Rome, or any of his laws 

which he fets forth in thefe days, you do believe to your con- 

demnation.’ 

_ Immediately the theriff faid, If thou doft not believe in © 
the Pope, thou art damned body and foul. And he alfo faid, . 
fpeak to thy God to deliver thee now, or to ftrike me down 

.fforan example to the But good Dirick faid, The 
forgive you your fayings; 
"Then he fpake again to the people with a loud voice, fay- 
ing, ¢ All you that I have offended by word or deed, [ afk you 
forgiveneis for the Lord’s fake; and I heartily forgive all 
4 \ you that have offended me in thought, word or deed”? 


And then he prayed, ‘O Lord my God, thou haft written, 
he that will not forfake wife, children, houfe, and all that he 
hath, and take up thecrofs and follow thee, is not worthyof =| 
thee. But thou, Lord, knoweft that have forfaken allto 

come unto thee. Lord have mercy on me, for unto thee I> 

commend my {pirit, and my foul doth rejoice in thee. | 
Thefe were his laft words before the fire was put to him. 

And afterwards when the fire came tohim, he cried, O Lord |_| 

Ihave mercy on ane ; ‘and fprang up in the fire, calling upon 

the name of Jefus,and foended his life 


(To be continued. ) 
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| | | | | | | 
SERMON ON GAL. 28. LATTER PART, CONCLUDED. 


4. ALL real chriftians ftand in the fame relation to 
-each other. Being all “* the children of God by faith,” the 
are all brethren in Chrift Jefus: Our Saviour has left a rile 

on record, for the inftrution of all his followers, which muft | 
continue a rule to the end of time. “Be not ye called 
Rabbi; for one is your maiter, even Chrift; and all ye are. 
_brethren.”* No one is allowed to affume an authority over 

- the reft, in a chriftian church. The authority of Jefus, the 


chriftian’s Maftcr, is univerfal, decifive, and abfolute ; while 


_ all-chriftians are bound, by the moft facred obligations, to “be 
* Matt. xxiii. 8, 
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kindly affectioned one to another; with brotherly love, in 
honour, preferring one another.”"¢ 
. g. All the members of a chriftian church have an equal 
claim to all church privileges, and an equal intereft in them. 
They have equally a right to divine ordinances, as we have 
fezn above. The care, the prayers, the advice, the inftruction, 
the comfort, the admonition, and the reproof, which are fo 
exceedingly neceffary, and fo ineffably important in every 
church of Chrift, as circumftances may require and admit, 
are equally enjoined upon them all, and may be expected and - 
claimed by all, as the nature of the cafe may demand, and that, 
without exception, The divine wae “Bear ye one 
another’s burdens’; comfort yourfelves together, and edif 
one i ;—warn the unruly, comfort the feeble-minded 
fupport the weak, be patient toward all men. Exhort one 
another daily, left any of you be hardened threugh the deceit- 
fulnefs of fin; confider one another, to provoke unto love, — 
and to good works.”*{ Thefe and fimilar duties are indif- 
penfibly neceflary in the chriftian church. “The advantages 
which refult from the performance of them, are inconceivable; 
and while every individual is under indifpenfible obligation to 
perform them, every individual has alfo a right to a ‘the 
_performance of them towards himfelf. 
It is efpecially the duty of minifters to care for the whole. 

_ church: to“ watch for the fouls” of all their people, “ as thofe 
that muft give an account.”|| They are charged to “take 
heed to al] the flock, over which the ol r Ghoft hath made 
them overfeers ; to feed the church of God, which he hath > 
purchafed with his own blood.”§ All faithful minifters will 
take a delight in doing it. Minifters are, indeed, imperfect 
‘creatures ; butthe great God regards their care, their prayers, — 
and their various labours as very important; and the people 
- among whoin tHey labour ought to do the fame. All their 

people he an equal right to their prayers and labours; 
and fo far as minifters are faithful to their truft, a// their 
people have an equal fhare in their labours, as far as circum- 
ftances require and permit. In this cafe, **there is neither 
Jew P Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is nei- 
ther male nor female: for ye are all one in Chrift Jefus.” In 
thefe, in all other advantages therefore, the members 


of every church of Chriit are equally interefted; and with 
thefe advantages, if duly improved, “ thofe that be planted in 
the houfe of the Lord, fhall flourifh in the courts of our 
‘t Rom. xii. 10.—} Gal. vi.'2, 1 Thefl. v. 11—14. Heb. iii. 19. 
25.— || Heb. xi, 17.—§ xx, 28, 
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God, They fhall bring forth fruit in old age : they fhall 
be fatand flourifhing.”"* 
...6. The members of chriftian churches, if real chriftians, _ 
are all equally heirs of eternal glory. vo all who receive _ 
Jefus Chrift by faith, he gives the high privilege to become 
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_ the fonsof God.+ They “are all the children of God by faith 


in Chrift Jefus ;’t—and if cHildren, they are, heirs of 


and joint heirs with Chrift.”’| They are therefore, under 


every obligation to blefs the name of the Lord at all times, 
and to be telling of his falvation from day to day. ‘They 
all have abundant encouragement to.meet the ghaftly monfter _ 
death, with fortitude pleafure and both living and 
dying, to “‘ rejoice in hope of the glory of God.””. “ This is 
the heritage of all the fecvants of the Lord ; and their ragerout 


_nefs is of me, faith the Lord.”§ Nor is there any difference, 


in thefe refpects, on account of age, fex, country, or family; 
or on any other account whatfoever: for they “are all one 


in Chrift Jefus.” Itis, however,a natural confequence, and 


neceflary to be here mentioned by me, and to be attended to by 
II. Weare “all one” in point of duty, and of obliga- 
It. is indeed very certain, that none are required to do that 


for which they have not ability given them. The Lord 
_ Jefus is not like “ a hard, auftere man, reaping where he has _ 


not fown, and gathering where he has not ftrawed.” Wehave 
feen above, that “if there be a willing mind, it is accepted, ac- 


cording to that a man hath, and not a Sey that he hath 
not.”” He does require that all his children be concerned for 


ability to do it. When the fupport of his intereft occafions 
expences, he does not require that thofe fhould give gold who 
have only filver; or that any man fhould contribute more 
than he poilefles, or than he can juftly call his.own. He 
gives the different pofleffions, aa the different abilities of 
every kind, which are requifite, and if his gifts are well im- 
proved, he always givesa fufficiency on the whole. But he 
depofits thefe in different hands, if we may fo fay, of very 
different kinds, and in very different quantities ; and moft 
juttly requires that they be employed for his honour and 
glory. ‘“* Asevery man hath received the gift, even fo minifter 
the fame one to another, as good ftewards of the manifold 


Pfal. xeii, rg, 14.—+ John i. 12.—f Gal. iii. Rom. 


Vill, iv. liv. 17. 


the fupport of his caufe upon earth; but he does not require _ 
thofe publicly to preach his word, to whom he has given no 


; 
} q 
| 
* 
4 
‘ 
| 
| i 
4 
| 
3 
¥ 
‘ 
{ 
3 
| 
: 
; 


stRMONS RSSAYS. 6r 


which God giveth? that God in all things may be glorified, 
through Jefus Chrift; to whom be praite and dominion for : 
ever andlever. Amen.* | | Lb 
Jt, therefore; follows; from the nature of the cafe, that 
every one who enjoys the benefits of our ble fled Rédecmer’s 
great falvation, and the advantages which’ refult from the 
-fellowfhip of his faints, is undér obligation, equally with alk 
his brethren, in proportion to his ability, to exert himielf, as. 
ovcafion may require, for the fupport of that intéreft by which. 
he is fo highly advantaged. If it be not the duty of all, it. 
is the duty of none: for no argument can be ufed, to exempt. 
me + any individual from the obligation, which will not go to the 
exemption of all ftom ity without exception. = 
In perfe&t harmony with thefe views; we fiall find, on a 
careful invettigation of the fubjeSt, that, in the-divine word, 
an ¢xertion to fupport the intereft and honour of our glorious 
Redeemer, is recommended, without exception, to all his pros | 
-fefled difciples. In the gth chapter of the former epitfle ta 
the Corinthians, thé apoftle largely virdicaces, on the allowed 
principles of equity, one great ordinance of God: S God, 
hath ordained that they who preach the gofpel, fhould live of. 
the gofpel.” In all that chapter, he'néver gives the leaft hing 
that any are exempted from the obligation to oe a practieal 
regard to this divine ordinanee. He evidently tablithes this’ 
obvious principle throughout the whole; “ that they to whom’ 
minifters have fown fpiritual things, fhould take care thofe — 
minifters may reap of their carnal things.” Ver 14. In his 
Epiftle to the Gelatians; vi. 6. he dirééts, “© Let him that 
48 taught in the word, minifter to him that teacheth, in all 
good things. This obligation, then, does not lie upon the. 
rich and great only, but on him that is “ taught in the word.”” 
“Much does the Apoftle leave it to any one’s option, 
attend to this duty if he pleafes; but exprefsly enjoins it as 
an indifpenfable duty upon all who are taught by minifters, 
This was evidently made a duty under the’ law, as well as 
under the gofpel. Nor can we find any paflage,. in. which a 
deviation this rule is encouraged. “Whén our Saviour 
obferved the rich men cafting their gifts into the treafury, for 
the fupport of the temple-worthip, “he faw allo a certain 
poor widow, cafting in thither two mites. ¢ ” This was all 
the poor widow’s living. Yet our Lord did not difapprove — 
of it; but commended her gencrofity, and readinefs of mind 
to contribute according to the ability which God had giver 
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her : and it is recorded, by divine infpiration, for the inftruc- 
tion of all fucceeding ages. It may here be remarked, that, 
while we have the unfpeakable happinefs of reading fuch paf- __ 
fages of facred Scripture as Prov. iii. ver. 9, 10. Mal. iii. 10, 11. 
Hag. i. 7—11. 2 Cor. xi. 6,7,8, We can never rationally fup-_ 
poi¢ that any, whether rich or poor, will be injured in their 
circumftances, by contributing according to their ability, 
for the fupport of religion in the world. _ : ; 
~The reafoning of the apoftle, and the nature of our fub- 
- je&t, have induced us to hint at the fupport of minifters, as 
one principal duty in which every member of a gofpel church 
-@ught to confider himfelf intimately concerned. But the 
fame arguments will prove that whatfoever other expences are 
requifite for the fupport of our blefled Redcemer’s intereft 
among men, the defraying of thofe expences is a common 
duty, and calls for the united exertions of all who enjoy the 
‘invaluable privilege of church fellowfhip. For in this, as in 
all refpetts, conneéted with your chriftian fellowfhip, “ Ye 
are all one in Chrift Jefus.” 
We add, that all the common duties of mutual refpect and. 
love, which are fo frequently enferced upon us in the New vale 
Teftament, are equally incumbent on all the members of a fo | 
chriftian’ church, according to the circumftances in which ae 
they are placed, and their different abilitics. It is the indif- 
_ pentible duty of all Chriftians to take heed that they “ love as 
brethren ;” that they be *‘ kindly affeGtioned one to another ; 
with brotherly love, in honour preferring one another ;” that 
they “ fubmit themfelves one to another in the fear of God, 
_ and be cloathed with humility;’’ that they be “kind one to 
_ another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God, for 
Chrift’s fake, has forgiven them.” It is their duty to “ bear 
one another’s burdens, and fo to fulfil the law of Chrift ;” to 
take care that they “ comfort themfclves together, and edify 
One another;” that they “ {peak not evil one of another,” 
that they “confider one another, to provoke to love and to 
1: works ;” that they ‘¢ ftrive together for the faith of the 
ofpel.”” Refpecting all thefe, and many fimilar obligations, 
ve are all one in Chrift Jefus ;”” and if you all confcientioufly 
attend to the duties here mentioned, and to others of a fimilar 
mature, and equally important, you will, as individuals, enjoy 
that “ great peace” which “ they have who keep God’s law ;’”” 
and, as a church, you may, with humble confidence, expect 
}. ___ the bleffing and prefence of your glorious Mafter among you, 
and hope to be “ builded together, as an habitation of God 
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OF inally, all real Chriftians, however otherwife diftinguifhed, 
have the fulleft affurance, that what they do for Chriit in this - 
world, fhall be rewarded by him in the-next. When our 
blefled Saviour fent his Difciples into the world, to propagate 
his truth, he was pleafed to ufe language full of condefceniion 
and confolation to them; and full of important inftruction, 
‘and powerful incentive, to thofe among whom they might 
deliver their meflage. “ He that receiveth you, rectiveth © 
me; and he that receiveth me, receiveth him that fent me. 
He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet, fhall 
receive a prophet’s reward: and he that receiveth a righteous 
man, in the name of arighteous man, fhall receive a righteous — 
man’s reward. And whofoever fhall give to drink unto one 
of thefe little ones, a cup of cold water only, in the nameofa 
difciple, verily I fay unto you, he fhall in no wife lofe his 
reward*,” ‘hegreat Apottle throws light upon this paflage. 
“Tet him that is taught in the word, communicgte to him 
that teacheth, in all good things. Be not deceived; God is 
not mocked: for whatfoever a man foweth, that fhall he alfo 
reap. For he that foweth to the fleth, fhall of the fefh reap» 
corruption; but he that foweth to the fpirit, thall of the f{pirit 
reap life everlafting.. And let us not be weary in well-doing; 
for in due feafon we fhall-reap, if we faint not. As we have 
therefore opportunity, let us do good unto 2/l men, efpecially 
unto them who are of the houthold of faith.” © pe 
wee other teftimonies might be added, but it is time we — 
conclude this difcourfe. I recommend it to you all, brethren, 
to recolleét what you have now heard, to contemplate the 
relation in which you all ftand to the great God, who con- 
defcends to call himfelf your heavenly F ather; to the blefled 
Jefus, aL glorious Lord and Saviour ; and to each other in 
him. 4 abour and pray that it may be engraven upon your 7 
hearts, that whether you are rich or poor, old or young, male 
or female, “ yeare “ifahe in Chrift Jefus.”” Let us all retire, 
and confider how far our tempers. and our behaviour cor- _ 
_refpond with this relation, and the obligations which refult 
from it; and Jet us earnelily feek the enlightening purifying 
influences of the holy fpirit, that we may beenabled, in every — 
part of our future conduct, to act as thofe who belong to the 
family of Heaven, and the houfhold of faith. Amen ga 
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“ESSAY ON GOSPEL SANCTIFICATION, 
othe Editor of the General Baptifi Magazine. 
It is defired, if you pleafe, that I may another time employ a 
few pages of your Magazine. No apology can be needed: 
the very great importance of the fubjec!, will {peak for itfelf. 
It is detired by a reader of your Magazine, A.D. vol. Il. 
p. 517. ‘ He wifhes a little on fandéiification; on the time 
when a believer is fanctifed ; and if, when fanctified, the 
perfon be free from inbred corruption. He wifhes further, 
that what is faid uiay be agreeable to the fcripture. I will 
endeavour, as it fhall pleafe God to endbie me, to fay a 
lictle on this very interefting fubject. lf whar is done be 
thought admiflible, it is delired that you will infert itas foon 
as convenient. 


Twas faid, p. 34°) vol. II. San@ification figni- 
fies fetfing adart, and Gofoel fanification is the difpoling of 
* the mind to holinefs and God.” This was faid before, and I 
fee no reafon to fay differently now, That this is the moft 
common fignification of fancify, may be eafily underftood 
by all who attentively read the bible, with the view to under- 
ftand it. ‘The word is, | think, more than one hundred and 
twenty times ufed inthe Bible, In many places it cannot mean © 
any more than to fet apart; in very many places it evidently | 
doth not mean any thing but this: but fuppoile, as lome etymo- 
logifts fay, that to fanctify means to make holy. Yct, what is 
making holy, but difpoling the mind Godward? Is holinefs any 
thing but a conformity toGod? Is inward holinefs any thing 
but the image of God on the mind? fs pradiical holinefs an 
thing but a confcientious regard to the holy law of God? t 
think We ny fately conclude, that to fandtify, in the gofpel 
fenfe, is to dilpofe, determine, or fet apart: for God, by a 
new and‘holy biasof the foul, 
_ Itis remarkably evident, thatthe plan of falvation as exhi- 
bited in the New Teitament, and the undertaking of the 
Lord Jefus Chiift for finners, are defigned, by the blefied God, 
to turn finners from fin to holinefs. “To turn them from 
darknefs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God,” is 
the grand ead of preaching. ‘This is very evident from man 
ticular parts of the apoftolic writings, and efpecially from 
(M. Vill, ver, 4. where, after the apoftle had {poken of the 
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helplefs ftate in which all finners are, and of the undertaking of 
Chrift for finners, he fays, “ That the righteoufnels of the 
— Jaw might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flefh, but 
after the fpirit.” Sandtificatien is the bending, biaffing, or 
difpofing the mind to that holinefs which the law of God re- 
- quires; and, when this difpofition of the mind is experienced, 
the perfon who experiences it, can fay, “ I delight in the law 
of God, after the inward man.” ‘& O how I love thy law.” 
« And his commandments are not grievous.” Thisis a gla. — 
rious and a happy ftate! butig is the ftate of them only, who 
are truly converted ; becaufe all unconverted perfons opept 
‘and diflike the law of God, in one refpect or in another, 
« The carnal mind is enmity againft God; for igis not fubje& © 
to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” Several of thefe 
remarks may, perhaps, be a little more illuftrated by anfwer- 
ing our next query, which 
II. “ When are we fanétified?” To which it is eafy to 
anfwer ; in general, this fanctification is enjoyed and expe- 
rienced when a finner believes in the Lord Jefus Chrift; and 
it will be further explained and proved by the following par. 
i Sandtification is the blefled privilege of all believers: 
ind believers, in general, are fpoken of and addreffed as 
nétified perfons.—** But ye are fanétified.”* Cor. vi. 11. 
~* Among all them which are /fanétified.” Acts xx. 32, 
18, In thefe texts the chu:ch at Corinth is addreffed ; 
aid believers in general are fpoken of as being fanctified. 
2. Sanctification is, feveral times, clafled with other glo. 
rious :privileges of believers, which are enjoyed when they 
befeve in Chrift. Whence it is moft natural to fay that it is 
enjeyed, when they believe in Chrift, as the reftare. “ Bug 
Yee wathed ; but ye are fanétified, but ye are juftified, &c.” 
_ We grant, I fuppofe, without hefitation, that perfons are. 
juftifed, and wafhed, when they believe: well, they are 
fanctified at the fame time.. It is then they receive the holy 
BIAS of mind, which we call fanétification. ee 
3. Sanctification, as other glorious gofpel bleffings aré, is 
_exprefsly faid to be dy faith, as Adts xxvi. 18.—* That they 
may receive forgivenefs of fins, and inheritance among them . 
_ which are fanctifed by faith that is in me.”” Whence, there. 
fore, as faith is the hand which receives it, or the means by 
which it is enjoyed, we conclude it is enjoyed when a man 
4. We add only this obfervation more, that in a church. 
there are generally believers and cheiftians, older and young:r 
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in grace, as little children, young men, and fathers; and as 

all are addrefled in the fime manner, they are, as believers, al} 
rtakers of the fame fpiritual bleffings, whether they have 

Leet believers fome years, fome gays, or fome hours only. 


‘That the Apoitles do thus addrcfs the chuiches of God 18 


plain from fome paffages quoted already, and others which 


_ may be added, as 1 Cor. vi. 11. 1 Pet. i. 2. 2 Theil. ii. 13. 


In which places, with others, al! clafles of chriftians are ad- 
dreffed as fanétified. “Co-which it may be proper to fubjoin, 
that; where belicvers are called /gints, as the faints at Co-_ 
rinth, the faints at Ephefus, the faints at Coloffe, &c. &c. 
itis the fame as faying they are fandified ; for in New Teflae 
ment language, a fanctified peifon is a faint, and ‘a faint is a 
perfon fanctified. Proceed now tothe 

lifd Queftion, viz. Are we, when fanctified, perfec? ; 
that is, are we free from inbred corruption? This is a very 
important part of our work, and demands particular attention, 
This quettion may, with perfeét fafety, be anfwered in the 
negative. Perfons are not free from inbred corruption when 
they are fanctified. It is above proved that perfons are fanc- 


tified when they believe in fefus, ‘and from that tine: that 


this is the cafe with all belicvers ; if, therefore, they be free 
from the inbred corruption when fanétified, and if they ar 


 fan&tifed from their becoming believers, then they are free fron 


inbred corruption from their believing in Chrift; and if il 


believers in-Chrift be fanétified from their becoming believes, 


then all believers are free from inbred corruption; fo that 
there is not a believer in Chrift in the world, and there never 
was one, who is not free from inbred corruption. This ge- 
neral anfwer may be illuftrated, and the truth of it proved | 


from the following particular confiderations. 


1. This inbred corruption is that which is bred in the con, 
ftitution of the human frame. ~ This feems evident fron the 
very name which it bears, inbred corruption. This figuifica- 
tion of it, of it’s exiftence, and of it’s Deginning to exilt, feems 
confonant with feveral texts of as Job 4. 
“ Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean! Not one.” 
Pfal. li. 5. “ Behold I was fhapen in iniquity, and in fin did 
my mother conceive me,” Gen. v.3 “ And Adam begat a 
fon in his own likenefs, after his image.” Many fuitable re- 
marks might be made from thefe texts, but one mui fuffice. 
We can fee no neceflity for Mofes to iaforn us that Adam’s 
fon was like his father, in the nu.nber and fhape of his limbs 
and his body. The allowed maxim teaches us this, “ Like 
will produce it’s like,’ which is confirmed by conttant obfer- 
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‘yation. But when Adam was. made, he was made upright 


and perfeétiy pure; in whfch ftate he was not when he begat 
then degengrated. The forbidden fruit had 


mortally wounded and pwifoned his conftitution, and all the 


parts of his animal foul, and of his body, were affected with 
inbred corruption; and his fin had defiled his intelleétaal 


powers. Now, it feems, the Holy Ghoft faw it neceflary to 
inform us that Adam begat a fon, like the father, affected 


- with inbred corruption. This might have prevented thag — 


error which has fometimes been broached and propagated in 
the world, “ Adam’s pofterity were as pure as Adam was, 


when he came out of the hands of his Maker, and that infants 


example.” 


are in no wife difordered or irregular till they be depraved by 

2.. The Apoftle, 1 Thef. v. 23. feems to fpeak of man am 
conftituted of three diftinct parts, body, foul, and fpirit. 
That is, perhaps, the imimortal fpirit, the animal foul, and 
the fleth and bones, which we call body. ‘The body, and the 
animal foul, are both by natural generation, nearly or altoge- 
ther the fame in the human fpecies as in other animals, for 
both man and other animals receive their exiftence and their 


animal life from or by their parents ; but this does not fezm to 
be the cafe with the fineit precious part of man, which we call 


intellectual, and which never dies. Hence, the holy writers, 
as if they intend to regulate us in this greataffair, {peak thus, 
“ We have had fathers of our fle/b,” and of God, “the father 
of our /pirits.” “ The father of the /pirits of all flefh.” 


“ The ipirit returneth to God who gave it.” And the 


- fouls which I have made,” Heb. xii. g. Num. xvi. 22. xxvii. 


16. Eccl. x. 7. Ma. lvii. 16. 
3. Now, then, it is evident, that this corruption is origi- 


nally bred in the body, and in the animal foul ; that it is derived - 


from our parents in our generation ; that it is neceflary in 
infants when they are born into the world; and that with 
regard to its nature, tendency, and effect, it is of the earth, 
earthly; carnal, fenfual, or devilifh. It’s tendency and influ- 
ence is tolead to fin, to oppofe holinefs, and the law and will — 
of God, The infpired account. of it’s tendency is, I find 
then a Jaw, that, when I would do good, evil is prefent with 


-me.—TI find another law in my members, warring againft the 


law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity, to the law of 
fin which is in my unembers,” Rom. viie 21, 22.—“ Abftain 
from flefhiv lufts, which war againft the foul,” 1 Pet. ii. 16. 
This is it’s nature and tendency always, for it never changes, 


a 
f 
& 
f 
rt 
| 
7% 
&, 
ia 
| 
Ag 
Bee 
J 


| 


| 


68 BERMONS AND ESSAYS. 

_ & The carnal mind is eae againft God; for it is not fub- 
ject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” In infants, 

it is very apparent; it naturally inclines them to fin: to dif. 

| obey both their parents and their Creator; in mankind in 

common it is theif principal dictator; in the children of God, 
who are truly converted to him, it 1s a plague and an enemy, 
fo that they cannot do fo regularly, and perpetually, and 
perfectly the things that they woulddo. Gal. v. 16, 17. 

4 But, it is very neceflary to add in the next place, none 
muft imagine, that this inbred corruption expofes infants to 
éverlafting mifery. God forbid! The Scripture never | 
teaches, nor even intimates or infinuates any thing like it, 
but rather the contrary; “ for of fuch is the kingdom of Hea- 

fen.” . Matt. xix. 14. If my fhare of room in the Maga. 
zine would allow it, it might be proper to enlarge on this 
fubje&t, but a few words oily can be allowed. To’ fuppofe 
if . that infants are expofed to everlafting mifery, becaufe they are 
born, affe&ted with this inbred corrupiion, is not only /crip- 
hi turele/s, but it oppofes every conceivable poffible attribute of 
the ever gracious Jehovah! Not only mercy, grace, coma 
_ paffion, goodnefs, and love, but holinefs, truth, and juftice too, 
is it f{uppofable that God can be either holy or juft, if he were 
to punith thefe dear creatures for ever and ever, fora cir- 
cumftance connected with their exiftence; and, in regard to 

_ them, neceffarily and unavoidably connected with their exift- 
ence? It was not in their power to prevent it. It is not in 

their power to amend it or to alter it any way, at leaft til! 

they arrive at a ftate of rationality. If, therefore, they die 

before they-arrive at that ftate, they could not poffidly either 

present or amend their flate; and if they die, and go to ever- 
afting mifery in that ftage of their being, then they could not 
|  poffibly either prevent or avoid that everlafting mifery! If 
the dear creatures had lived to read and underftand the Bible, 

_ they might have underftood foaething of grace, mercy, con- 
falvation, fanétification, &c. but new they cannot. 
The bleffed Jefis folemnly declares, “ Exeept a man be born 

again he cannot fee the kingdom of God.” But glory be te 
his name for it, he does not fay except an infant be born again 
me he cannot fee the kingdom of God. It would be end’efs te 
ae roceed on this fubject, and I recollect myfelf, 1 am writin 

3 a “ General Baptif? Magazine.” You, Mr. Editor, an 
your friends and readers have no forms for infant baptifm, 
you therefore have nothing to do with the regeneration of in» 
fants; no more have I. I fuppofe the dottrine of infant 
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regeneration is co-exiftent with the doctrine of infant baptifm 
They are both abfolutely without Scripture, and, according 
‘to my judgment, they are beth repugnant to common fenfe. - ’ 
_ §. Neither let any one imagine, that this inbred corrup- 
_ tion will, prevent any converted perfon from going to Heaven; 
or expofe him to everlafting mifery, though he be not perfectly 
free from it beforehe die. If he be fanétified, as all believers 
are, he is difpofed and fitted for Heaven, as to his {tates 
His foul is difpofed and fitted for heaven by fan&tification : 
his heart is purified by faith, and the fprinkling of the blood 
of Jefus Chrift. This foul is that part of him which goes to” 


Heaven when he dies. And pray what can there be to hinw 


der fuch a foul from going to Heaven? ‘This perfon is ac= 


 geptéed in the Beloved; he is complete in him; his fins are 


pardoned for his name’s fake: he is reconciled to G6d, and’ © 
at peace with God: he is wafhed, fanctified, and juftified im 
the name of the Lord Jefus, and by the Spirit of our God 
the Spirit of God is given to him for a vaft variety of divine 
4nd gracious purpofes: Chrift is in him the hope of glory: he 
_ lives by the faith of the Son of God; and he is at lait conque-— 


ror and more than conqueror through him that loved him, | 


He fhall certainly arrive at the Kingdom of Glory, and take 
his delightful place among the /prits of the juft men made pers 
241! And this he fhall do though heis not, before he dies, 
ade perfe@tly free from inbred corruption. 
_ 6. That believers are mot made free from inbred corruption 
before they die, is plain from the whole New Teflament, 
e{pecially the Epiftles to the churches of Chrift. In Rom. vii. — 
al, 23,24. Paul complains of itand groans under it, which 
fhews he is not then made free from it. Rom. vili. I—13. 
Paul warns and exhorts the faints to oppofe it, and not to 
- follow its dictates; folemnly affirming them, that if they live 
_ after it they muft die: bur that if they, through the Spirit, 

_mortify the deeds of it, they fhall live; which fhews' they were 

not free from it. See thelike exhortations, with the fame view, 

from the fame caufe, and as proof the fame thing, Eph. iv. 22. . 
— Gol. iii. 5. Gal. v. 16, with others of the fame import. 

All thefe exhortations apply to all the children of God, ahd 
it will be their duty to attend to thém throughout their whole 
life: but furely it would not be-their duty if they were 
made perfectly free from inbred corruptions. If this were 

their ftate, would they not be the fame as Adam in his original 

_ ftate of -holinefs? But; had Adam any occafion for fuch a 
conftant warfare? Had he fuch oppofitions? Certainly not. 
Nor would any. one have it, if free from innate depravitv. 
Vou.| Til. Bue 
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But, as none is thus free, it will be the’duty of every Chriftian, 
to the end of his life, to mortify through the Spirit the deeds of 
the body ; and to abftain from fiefhly lufts, which war againft 

_ 4» It will, no doubt, be expected that we fay when this 
important circumftance and ftate will commence, and be ex- 
perienced; that is this freedom from inbred corruption. To 
which, I fay, in the general, it will be, in refpect to all 
God’s dear children, at the refurredlion. 

If it’s feat be in the body and in the natural couftitution, 


) = as it evidently is, then, fo far as we can fee, we may fafely — 

cag fay, that it not only will not, but that it cannot be removed 
without an entire renovation of the body; and either anentire |} 
4 renovation or an entire annihilation of the animal foul. It_ 

i feems to me that inbred corruption in man isin the ftate, fo far 

it at as the comparifon will hold, as the leprofy in the houfe, Lev. 


i 
“us. xiv.45. “ And he fhall break down the houfe, the ftones of it, 
andthe timber of it, and all the mortar of the houfe ; and he 


i fhall carry them forth out of the city into an unclean 

+4 place.” Sol underftand muft the whole fabric of the natural | 
" and animal conftitution be, before it be free from inbred 

_I knowit has been fuppofed to take place at thearticle, or 
i in the moment of death; and I know that the infinite Being |. 
is poflefied of wifdom and power infinitely beyond the reach of 
ql my feeble capacity: what miracle he can work, or will work 

7 in death, in this refpect, I will not pretend to fay, but I am 
iH perfuaded there is no foundation to expect this miracle from any ~ 
ma part of the Bible. f[ fuppofe the whole nature of Enoch and 

‘ut Me Lilijah pafied fome fuch Change as will take place at the refur- 

of the juft: but they were going to Heaven immedi- 
4 <a ately, and they did notdie. So the faints of God, which fhall 

©  bealive at the refurrection, fhall be changed ina moment; no 

r + doubt in the fame manner, and the very fame change as Enoch | 

ae and Elijah experienced ; but then they are immediately going 
to Heaven, astheie two favoured faints were. .. 

»  .. The Book of Infpiration is certain, and from it we learn, . 

) —s that Chrift thall change the bodies of the faints, that they may 

-™. | be fafhioned like unto his own glorious body, Phil. iti. 21. 
ta 1 Cor. xv. S2—47. Then the faints of God fhall be 

) _ perfeétly free from inbred corruption; but there is no part. 

- | of fcripture which I recollect, that teaches us it will before 
im Much more fhould have been faid, but my paper is done. 

» . Gf this will do any good to any one of Gad’s dear chil- | 
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‘ 


: dren, or if ‘it provoke any one, better qualified, to do. 
better, let God have the glory, to whom it belongs*for ever; 


and ever. ? Amen. 
| Feb. 1800. | | 
_ ON THE GOOD USE OF TIME. | 
« BETWIXT the more ftated employments, and more 
important occurrences of human life, there ufually happen to 
be interpofed certain intervals of time, which, though they are 
wont to be negleéted, as being fingly, or within the compafs 


§ 


of one day, inconfiderable, yet in a man’s whole life they may 


amount té no contemptible portion of it. Now thefe uncer- 


tain parenthefes, if I may fo call them, or interludes, that 
happen to come between the more folemn paflages, whether 


bufinefses or recreations, of human life, are wont to be loft by 


moft men for ‘want of a value for them, and even by good’ 


men, for want of {kill to preferve them. But as, though 


grains of fand and afhes be a part but of a-defpicable fmali- 
nefs, and very eafy and liable to be fcattered and blown away, 
yet the fkilful artificer, by a vehement fire, brings numbers 


of thefe to afford him that noble fubfiftence, giafs ; by whofe 


_ help we may both fee ourfelves and our blemifhes lively . 
reprefented, as in Looking-glaffes; and difcern celeftial objects - 


as with Telefcopes, and with the fun-beams, kindle difpofed 


materials as with Burning-glaffes; fo when thefe litle frag- 
ments, ‘or parcels of time,. which, if not carefully looked to, . 


would be diffipated and. loft, come to be managed by a‘ 


fkilful chriflian, and to be improved by the celeftial fire of 
devotion, they may be fo ordered as to afford us both look- 


ing-glafles to drefs our fouls by, and perfpectives to difcover 


heavenly wonders and incentives, to enflame our hearts with 
_ Charity and zeal, And fince goldfmiths and refiners are 
_ wont, all the year long, carefully to fave the very {weepings 
_ of their fhops, becaufe they may contain in them fome filings 
or duft of thofe richer metals, gold and filver; 1 fee not why a 
chriftian may not be as careful not ‘to lofe the fragments and 
lefler intervals of a thing incomparably more precious than 
any metal, TIME ; e(pecially when the improvement of them 
may not only redeem fo many portions of our life, but tarn 
them to pious ufes, and particularly to the great advantage 


| | Honourable Robert Boyle. 


Happy will it be for our readers, if they confcien. 
Oufly attend to the duty on by this great and 
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are evil.” v. pee, Col. 5: 


ANECDOTE ON CYDER. 


good man; and tothe direftion of one, who, by the bi irit 
of infpiration, calls us to “ redeem the time, becaufe the days 


CYDER is a native liquor of parts this bint 
dom, made of apples, It agrees almoft with every conftitu- 
tion, and at all times, when ufed with moderation ; but when 
drunk to excefg, it-will caufe a very troublefome and dan- 


ereer drunkennefs, particularly in thofe who cannot eafil 
igeft ic; it will greatly diforder the brain and nerves, diftur 


ring on ficknefs and vomiting ; many. 


4 


of thefe effeéts have been afcribed to the Jeaden veflels ufed in 
the making of it. For weaker ftomachs cyder is very agree- 
ably correéted with a little brandy. Some have accufed this 
liquor of occafioning the leprofy, but obfervation does not 
confirm the accufation ; and it is generally efteemed good for 
fcorbutic and melancholy people. It is well known from 
experience, that moft of thofe who live in cyder countries, and 
drink nothing but cyder, -are ftrong, hajl, and look well. 
Lord Bacon gives on account of eight people, fame of which 
were near a hundred years old, and others above a hundred, 
who all their life-time had drunk nothing but this liquor, and 


were fo ftrong at that age, that they hopped and dapeed about 


like young people.” 


‘HINTS RESPECTING THE BAPTISTS. 


De Falangin in Diet, 131. 


« THE Baptifts formed a church at Bofton, in New 
England, May "28, 1065; belides one which had before | 


at 


Mather’ Hifi. f New b. vii. 27- 


Extraa of a letter from Mr. Abel Morgan, Paftor of a 
Baptift Church at Philadelphia, giving an account of the 


ftate and number of the baptized 
of Pennfylvania, Aug. 12, 1714. 


hurches i in the province 


*- WE are now nine churches, having for the better a if 


the four general he firft at 


‘Frat, 
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Trad, where all the Penfylyania churches refort to ia May. 
“The fecond is at Cohenfy, for conveniency of thole parts,. 
where Philadelphia afifts. The third is at Middleton, where. 
dlfo Philadelphia affifts. The fourth is at Philadelphia, in the 
month of September, where all do refort, and where moftof . 
the public matters are fettled’ to he decided by meilengers from: 
every particular church, In thefe churches there ate above 
five hundred members, but greatly fcattered on this main land ; 
our minifters are neceffitatedeto labour with both hands. We 
hope, if it pleafe God to fupply us with more-help, we fhal], 
be more churches in a little-time. .Moft churches adminifter, 
the facrament once a month; the minifters are all found in 


the faith, and we practife moft things like the Britifh 


In Crofby, v. 15 p. 123. 
_ © Anno 1615. The more moderate or orthodox Baptifts — 


publifhed a fmall treatife, wherein they endeavoured to _ 
juftify their feparation from the church of England, and to. 


prove, that every man has a right to judge for himfelf in 
matters of religion; and that to perfecute any on that agcount,. 
__.is illegal and antichriftian, contrary to the laws of God, as 
well as to feveral declarations of the king’s majefty, . They. 
alfo affert their opinion concerning Baptifm, and fhew the. 
invalidity of that Baptifm which was adminiftred either in the 
~ eftablithed church, or among the other Diffenters, and clear. 
themfelves of feveral errors unjuitly caftupon them. It ap- 
pears to be written, or at leaft approved of, by the whole — 
ody of Baptifts who then remained in England; becaufe at 
the end of the preface they fubfcribe themfelves Chrift’s un- 
worthy minifters, and his majefty’s faithful fubjeéts, com- 
monly, butmof fay called Anabaptifiy 
“ From hence therefore we may know what was in general — 
the opinions of that denomination, from themfelves ; which is_ 
certainly the way 
They acknowledge magiftracy to be Ged’s ordinance; — 
_and that kings, and fuch as are in authority, ought to be 
obeyed in all civil matters, not onlyfor fear, bnt alfo for con- 
feiencefake. 
_** They allow of the taking .of an oath to be lawful; and 
declare, that all of their profeffion were willing, in faithful- 
nefs 4 truth, to fubfcribe the oath of allegiance. 
“ They proteft againft the do@rine of the Papifts, that. 
princes excommunicated by the Pope may be. depofed, or mur- 
dered by their fybjects; calling it a damnable-and accurfed 
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doftrine, which their fouls abhor ; and alfo the error 
of the Familifts, who to avoid perfecution, can comply with 
any external form of religion. 
_ © They confefs that Chrift took his flefh of the virgin 
Mary ; and for their orthodoxy in thefe and -other points, 
refer the reader to their confeffion of faith, publifhed four years 


| 


before this, which muft be in the year 1611. 
“ They acknowledged, that many called Anabaptifis, held 
 feveral ftrange opinions contrary to them ; but lament it, and 
clear themfelves from deferving any cenfure upon that ac- 
count, by fhewing that it was fo in the primitive church, and 
yet Chrift did not condemn all for the errors of fome. _ 

“ But that which they chiefly inveigh againft, is the pride, 
-Juxury, and oppreffion of the lord d:/bops, or pretended fpiritual 
power, whereby they were expofed to great hardfhips and 


_ Jn their preface, having mentioned that text, rhe kings of 
the earth fhall give their power unto the beaft ; ‘lf it be granted, 
fay they, that the kings of this nation formerly have given 
their power to the Romifh beaft, it fhall evidently appear, that 
our lord the king, and all magiftrates under him, do give their 
power unto the fame beaft, though the beaft be in another 
fkape.’—And prefently after; ‘ Our moft humbie defire of | 
our lord the king is, that he would not give his power to 
force his faithful fubjects to diflemble, to belicve as he believes, 
in the leaft meafure of perfecution ; though it is no fmall per-. 

fecution to lie many yaars in filthy prifons, in hunger, cold, 

idlenefs, divided from wife, family, calling, left in continual | 
miferies and temptations, fo as death would be to many lefs 


fecution” 

*« Again, fhewing how near the prelatical power and ufur- 
tion came to the bloody {fpiritual power of the Roman Ca- 
tholticks, they fay :'“* How many, only for feeking reforma- 
tion in religion, have been put to death by your power in the 
days of queen Elizabeth’ and how many, both then and 
fince, have been confumed to death in prifons? yea, fince that 
 fpiritual power hath been fet up, hath not hanging, burning, 
_» exile, imprifonments, and al] manner of contempt been ufed, 


_ and all for religion, although fome for grievous errors, and yet 


‘you fee not this to be a bloody religion 
_- Let, fay they in another place, Mr. Fox, or any others 


who have defcribed the fpiritual power of Rome, let but their 
 defcription thereof be compared with the f{piritual power, in 
all their laws, courts, titles, pomp, pride, and cruelty, and 

you fhall fee them very little differ, except in their cru —_ 
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fame. 


the chilcren both of the faithful and others, 
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which, glory be to God, the king’s majetty, who thirfteth not 


after blood, hath fomewhat reftrained. Although it is moft 
grievous cruelty to lie divers years in moft noifome and hithy 
prifons, and continual temptations of want, their eftates over- 
thrown, and never coming out, many of them till death ; let 
it be. well weighed, and it is Jictle inferior to the cruel fudden 
death in times of the Romifh power in this nation.’ r) 
“ But after all this, they conclude with an hearty prayer for 
their enemies, ‘ That the Lord would give them repentance, 
that their fins may not be laid to their charge, even for 
Chrift’s fake? de | ga 
“ Notwithftanding this, their fufferings were rather en- 
creafed than leflened: they were not only railed againit in the 
pulpits vend the names of Hereticks, Schifmaticks, and Ana-. 
baptifts, and harraffed in the fpiritual courts ; but the temporal _ 
{word was ufed againft them; their goods feized, their perfous 


confined for many years in ftinking gaols, where they were 


deprived of their wives, children, and. friends, till the Divine 
Meajefty was pleafed to releafe feveral of them by death. Be 
“ In the year 1618, there came forth a book, vindicating . 


the principles of the Baptifts*. This was tranflated from the 


Dutch, and is thought to be the firit that was publifhed in» 
Englifh againit the paptizing of infants. ‘The argument of 
this book is laid down in the following eight prepofitions: 
¢ 1. That Chrift commanded his apoitles, and the fervants of . 
the Holy Gho%t, firft of all to preach the gofpel, and make 
difciples, and afterwards to baptize thofe that were inftruéted _ 
in the faith, in calling upon and conieiling the name of 
‘2. That the apoftles and fervants of the Holy Ghoft have, 
according to the commandinent of the Lord Jefus Chrift, farts’ 
of alftaught, and then afterwards thofe that were inftruéted in 
the myfteries of the kingdom of God were baptized, upon the 
confefling of their faith i 


< 2, ni after the upoftle’s time, by the antient fathers in , 


the primitive church, who obferved and followed the ordinance 


of Chrift, and the example of the apotties, the people were 
commonly inftructed in the mylteries of faith ; and after the: 


they ie taught, they were baptized upon confeffion of ihe 


- 4. That by the antient fathers in the p-imitive church, 


sit! were Ccommoily 
firft infiru€ted in the faith, and afterwards upon ac<now= 


ledging . nd confeffi g of the fame, tie y were Daptized, | 


* A plain and well-grounded treatife concerning baptifm. 
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§. That actording to the inftitution of the Lord Chriff, 
and the apoftles and antient fathers right ufe, the teachers re- 
quired faith with baptifm, and that he that was baptized muft 
himfelf acknowledge and confefs the fame, and call upon the 
name of the Lord. ak 
- ©6. That Chrift neither gave commandment for baptizing 
of children, nor inftituted the fame; aud that the apoftles — 
never baptized any infants. 
_ 49, That the baptifm of infants and fucklings is a ceremony 
and ordinance of man, brought into the church by teachers — 
after the apoftle’s time, and inftituted and commanded by 
_ €§8. That young children or infants ought not to be bap- 

tized; and that none ought to be brought, driven, or com- 

_ + All which the author endeavours to prove, either from 
-feveral paflages of {cripture, or large quotations out of the 
fathers. | 
© JT donot find that this book received any anfwer till about 
thirty years after. Then Mr. Thomas Cobbet, of New _ 
England, publifhed ¢ A vindication of childrens church-mem- 
berfhip, and right to baptifin.’ 
___. | do fuppofe the book was concealed as much as poffible, 
till the civil wars produced liberty of confcience ; which occa- 
fionedittogofolougunanfwered. 3 | 
«© Thofe who diffented from the eftablifhed church at this 
time, were profecuted by the laws made in this and the. 
former reign againft them; and thofe deemed Anabaptifts 
had of all others the leaft favour fhewn them, fines and im- | 
prifonments being ufually their 


IMPOSTORS AMONG THE 


_ “BECAUSE we defign to write the hiftory of all thefe. 
impo ftors in the times in which they appeared, we fhall only 
obferve, that before Jefus Chrift came into the world, we hear. 
of none who aflumed to himfelf the title and authority of the 
Meffiah ; but fince his manifeftation in the flefh, many attempts | 
have been made that way, on purpofe to Teduce the people. 
Did therefore Jefus Chrift infpire any of thefe impoftors with 
fuch a ftrong defire to be worfhipped? No; but the crofs and 
fufferings of this Son of God had been rather a. reafon to deter 
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men from it, than to tempt then to it. Ny man “would be 
adored after his death, upen-th: condition that he Yhould be 
miferableand crucified whi:lft he was aleve, It ‘was perceived 
tiat the times foretold by the propaeéts began to be fulfilled 
Jefas Chrift appeared. who were afraid of 
being convicted of a fraud by fo plain a circumitance, darft 
not, till that time, attempt any. thing. Whereas when the 
fcepter wag ‘Qeparted from Fudah, and the feventy weeks of 
Daniel were accomplifhed, it was believed that they were at... 
_liberey to venture atall. On the one fide, the. people, wha 
-iapatiently looked for their Mefiah, and were grieved tof ¢ 
| ‘he times hence by the prophets running out, were the more 
-‘teady to be deluded : and-on the other, it was not fo eafy for 
them to convict thofe of a cheat, who appeated when they 
were already tired out with expecting the Deliverer. 
‘word, the fews Being forced to confound their calculations, 
and to invent feveral reafoas for the delay of the Meffiiah's 
‘thofe that took that title upon‘them could not be cone 
widted'of coming too foon; and’they:thereby faw themfzlves 
«sid ofrone circumftance which was not im thetr ‘power, but 
_ which alone would have been fufficient to have deteSted the 
- impofture. -And therefore feveral have appeared, and not one 
sof them, but they have had fome difciples: and likewife there 
_ has noe been any fe& of them but what became extinét almoft 
as foon‘as they‘ appeared. For “ if that counfel, or that 
_. ‘work: had been of God, it had not been ovetthrown; but 
becaufe it was. of men it came to'nought,”” as Gamaliel, one’of 
the chiefs:of the Sanhedrim, had foretold *. “Jefus; who 
_ of God and ‘was God, is ifill adored throughout the world 
whilft all’ thofe who have taken upon them the title of Moffiab 
after him, have perifhed, and are become the objeéts of the 
abhorrence and contempt of thofe whoin they had deceived.’ 


Bajnage Hifi, of the Fews, 


PHILOSOPHICAL EXTRACTS. 
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count and countels, ithe prior, and the chevalier, 


| Conte, P RAY, gentlemen, before we begin, let us 


| how'ricl we ‘are, and what each member contributes towards ‘ 
| 
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wae EXTRACTS FROM NATURE DELINEATED, 


Count. I propofe to produte fly gnat. 
* Prior. Andia and an anit. 


Chev! And I the eacHo, an inveterate enemy to the 
whole race of ants. 


Counte/s. Since here are for one day's 


Conference, referve my little {tock for another opportunity, 
Poor tviks, you know ought to be good ceconomilts.. 
Count. Wellthen, we'll begin with the common fly. | 

‘ There is fearce any fpecies of this infect, how weak and 
” defpicable foever it may feem at firft view, but what is 
poffcffed of five or fix natural endowments, which are of fin- 
gular fervice upon all occafions: for inftance, it has }two fine 
¢yes, two horns and a trunk in:it’s head, a pair of wings on. 


It’s back, feveral little claws and upon it’s feet, and 


~ piercer in it’s tail. 
The eyes of this little like thofe of beetles 


dragon-flies, are of a particular fructus. , They confift.of — 
- two little half moons, or immoveable pads, planted all round _ 
_ the head of the infect, and compofed of an infinite number.of — 


jittle eyes, or minute chry talline humours, ranged. in crofs 
“lines, like lentils, much after the fame manner of a piece of 


_ lattice-work,*. Under thefe the very fame number of fibres, © 


or optic nerves, are to be difcerned, as there are facets. or 
_ planes without: and fome curious naturalifts aver, that the 


counted fevéral thoufands on each fide+. But be that 


as it will, it is certain, that all thofe facets, or {mall partitions, 
are fo many little eyes, whereon external wees are painted as 
on fo many} mirrors. ‘There we may plainly perceive.the. 


form of a lighted taper, multiplied almoit to: infinity there 


we thy difcern it dart upwards and downwards into each eye, 
according to the motion it the hand of the 
 obferver. 

Chev. To what purpofe has nature beftowed on them this 
* profauon of eyes: ail other creatures, for the generality, are 
perfectly fatished with two, 

Count. The eyes of other animals are multiplied, if 1 may 
be indulged the expréffion, by their various cafts or glances, 
on different objects; but the eyes of a fly are immoveable; 
and can only difcern thofe things which lie directly before 
them. For which reafon, they are Br aoe in the manner 


before 


Liecuwénhceck, Nat. Tom. 3. Ep, 111. Nieuwentit 
+ Exift. liv. 2. c. 7. 


+ Eight thoufand at leaft, according to Lecumenboeck’s 


riment, and Contemp, E a 
ibid. 
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_ air, which the makes ule of in 


before-mentioned, and ranged fome higher, and fome lower, 


on an orbicular furface, to give the fly timely notice of every” 
thing wherein her interefts is concerned. She has many’ 


enemies ; but by the affiftance of thofe eyes, fo planted all 


over her head, fhe can fee at once «hen any danger attends 


her before or behind, on one fide or the other; and the fame 
object is difcerned as diftinétly by that multiplicity of eyes, as. 
it would be by any other creature with only two. 


*, 


EXTRACTS FROM NATURE DELINEATED: 


The wings indeed, which tranfport «this infect from one 


place to another, and the claws, which fix her in fuch a fitua-. 


tion as is moft agreeable to her, are no other convenieficies 
than what are beftowed in common*on moft other fying 
infe@is: fhe has one advantage, however, above moft other 
- minute animals, and that is a packet. of fponge placed below, 
~ atthe juncture of her claws. When this little creature walks 
upon any polifhed body, wherein there is no poffibility of 
faftning. her claws, fhe tred@s upon her fpunge; arid’ from 
‘thence exprefles a kind of glew, which, though tenacious 


- enough to keep her from falling, does not retard her intended’ 


progrefs. Befides thefe fpon 


her legs are invetted wittr 
ad 


of her wings. 


_ Chev, I have been feveral times highly delighted with her 
_ performance of this particular exercife. In the firft place, fhe 
cleans her brufhes ; then fhe rubs one paw againft the other 5 
and after that, draws both of them firft over, and then undef 
her wings, The laft ufefhe puts her brufhes to, is the clean- 


ing ofher head. But I cannot conceive why fhe fhould repeat — 


this operation fo often. | 


Prior, She has a_natural ropeniney to cleanlinefs. Befides 
fhe is confcious, that unlefs fhe was very careful in this parti- 


cular, not only the duft and fmoke, to which fhe is frequently — 


expofed, but the rains and dews-which fometimes fall upon 


her, would prove an incumbrance on her wings, and a fatigue 
_ to her~whole body.—But I beg your lordfhipts pardon for this 
_ Count. Her trunk confifts of two parts, one whereof folds 
Re) the other, and both are fheathed within hermouth, | 


At the other extremity of her body the has an‘* auger, of 


* 


above three twelfths of an inch in length, with which fhe a 


pierces through what fhe fees convenient, and then theaths it 
under her feales. This implement is compofed in the firt 
place, of divers parts: as for inftance, of one or two faws, 


* Leeuwenhoek’s Arcan. Nat. Tom, 3. Bp. 136, and Tom 


of a brufh, for the cleaning: 
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| | 
fharply pointed and indented all along: fecondly, of a long 
cafe to enclofe them: thirdly, of fevera] ftrong mufcles to 
dart them out, and divers fibres to retract ‘them as oecafion’ 
gequires and laftly, a bag of corrofive water, inordertoeat 
-. jato fuch hollow places as have been 1 
“The fly makes ufe of this auger, to prepare a convenient 
. . Jodgmenht for her eggs ; and makes choice of fuch leaves as 
a are moft laéteous and juicy, and fuch as are nottoo falt; be- 
caufe the faline particles are rather apt to lacerate the tender or- 
gans of their young ones, than to nourifhand fupport them. From 
“their eggs proceed feveral little worms, which are afterwards” 
€gansformed to. nymphs, and then to flies, I fhall not here’ 
 galarge on the ill confequcnces of their prodigious fecundity, _ 
‘But thall content myfelf with barely obferviny, that: not’ the 
- gnouth ofa lion, the jaws of a wolf; or all the horns afid fangs © 
of the wildeft beafts, in their. united fury, are halffoinjurious 
to mankind, as thatlittleauget of acommon fly. Thecaftis 
quite otberwife with to Ichneumon flies, ahd fome 
others of a different fpecies, which are rather of fervice'than 
any ways, pernicious. , Molt of thefeinfedts fuppott and 
; cure themfelves in fome favourite plant; and it istotheif nay 
gural propenfity to depofit their eggs in them, that weowe our 
as well as the materials of the fineft colours, made. 
| u(cof in dying and painting, our deepeft black, ourcommon 
ur inkis madeof 


yitriol and gali-nuts, gathered from. the oak; andthatinthe } 


dying of fcarlet, the principal ingredient is cochineal, which is 
‘nothing more than the grain of an [Indian tree; fo that formy 


part, 1 cannot, conceive how the Ichneuman fly, or it’s 


| piercer, can pofibly be of any fervice in thefe refpeéts. 
Count, [tis this, | There is one particular fpecies of Hies® 
ghat m.ke choice of the oak, before any other tree, to depofit 
their eggs ine that insplement, of which. have juft 
1 now given you"adefcription, they firlt penetrate -to the heart 


of a leaf, and often to the bud itfelf, ,whilft it-is tender, and 
then with their faw pierce through to the very pith. At the Be 
> fame time fhe fheds one drop.of her corrofive water into this 
laten cavity, and immediately depolits one or more of het 4 s in 

i | gt. The heart of the bud being thus wounded, the circélation 

| of the hutricious juice is interrupted, and the fermentation 

|. thereof, with the poifon injected by the Ay, burns the parts 
aajacent, and there alters the natural colour of the plant. 
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FROM NATURE DELINEATED. 


The juice or fap, turned back ftom its natural courfe, extrava- 
{ales and flows round the egg: after which it fwells and di- 
lates*by the affiftance of fome bubbles of air, which get ad- 
miffion thr.ugh the pores of tbe bark, and which run in the 
vetlels with the fap. It’s coatis dried by the external air, and 
rows hard, in a figure which bears fome refsmblance to the 
Rie at an arch, or the roundnefs ofa kernel. This little 
ball receives its nutriment, growth, and vegetation, as the 
other parts of the tree, by flow degrees, and is what.we call the 


Thew 


orm that is hatched under this fpacious vault, finds: 
in the fubftance of the ball, which is as yet very tender, a fub- 
fiitence fuitable to it’s nature; it gnaws and digefts ig till the | 


time comes for its transformation toa nymph, and from that 


ftate of priftence to a fly. After which, perceiving itfelf 
duly provided with all things requilite, it difengages itfelf foon 
from it’s confinement, and takes it’s flight into the open air, _ 
The truth of this cccount may with eafe be demonftrated, 
View but with attention thofe gall-nuts which grow in the 
beginning of the fummer, and you will immediately perceive 
that they have been pierced through ; becaufe the warmth of - 
the feafon has advanced the egg, the nymph, and the fly, - 
If in opening them you fhould happen to meet with a young 
fpider, do not imagine it to be the product of a fly’s ego 3 for 
notwithftanding fhe abandons the. gall-nut, yet the place is 
ftill 1erviceable on fome other occafion: a {mail {pjder, for the 
generality, fteals‘into the cavity, which is a commodious re- 
treat, prepared for her without any trouble or fatigue. There 
fhe fpins her thread, in proportion to the dimenfions of the 
lodge ; and then enfnares all fuch diminutive infeéts as pre- 
fume to approach her new habitation. 
_ ‘The cafe, however, is not the fame with refpe& to the 
gall-nut that grows in autumn. ‘The cold weather frequentl; 
comes on befo:e the worm is transformed into a fly or before 
the fly can pierce through it’s inclofure. The nut falls with 
the leaves; and although y : 
which lies within is loft, yet in reality, it is not fo; on the 
‘contrary, her being covered up fo clofe is the means of her 
prefervation. Thus the {pends her winter in a warm houfe, 
where every crack and cranny of the nut is well {topt UD; 
and lies Serie as it were, under a heap of leaves, which 
preferve her from the injurics of the weather. “This apartment, 
however, though fo commodious a retreat in the winter, is a 
pete’ prifon in the fpring. The fly, rouzed out of her 
ethargy by the firft heats, breaks her way through, and ranges 


ou may imagine that the fly 
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82 
where fhe pleafes. A very fimall aperture is f{ufficient for her ; 


~~ fally out in queft of rew company and provifions. 


anfect. 


_ EXTRACTS FROM NATURE DELINEATED: 


fince at this time fhe is but a diminutive creature herfelf: 


befides, the ringlets whereof her body is compofed, dilate, and 


become pliant in her paflage. 


Chev. From what your lordthip has aflerted, I can plainly 


. ceive the reafon why a worm is often found under the haid 
of a fmall nut, or a filberd. I am now fully convinced, 
that it proceeds from an egg which fome fly has depofited there 
whilft the fruit was very tender; and we may always difcern 


the puncture which the fly had made with her auger. © 


7 


Count. If this orifice fhould clofe, as it does in: fruit, 


peafe, and beans, the reafon is, becaufe the ow of the fap 
into the wound flops it up by degrees. There the worm, as 


fhe breaks through her inclofure, finds under the roof 


or vault of-the kernel, or in the heart of the fruit, a retreat, 


where there is nothing to incommode her, and a flock of pro- 
_ yifions, to which no rival will ever conteft her title. There 


fhe works with her teeth and her feet, entirely at her eafe. 
‘There the lives in affluence and good cafe, ull finding her 


wings perfectly difengaged, the natural love of liberty and . 


diverfion prompts her to breax through her confinement, and 


4 


Chev. You make a fmart pei fonage of this little hermit. 


~ Countefs. By this explicatiog of the origin of the gall-nut, 


your lordfhip has cleared up a difficulty that very much emn~ 
barrafled me. I was at a lofs to’ know whether the oak, 


which bear$ the acorn, did not produce another fruit of a quite 


different nature. I am now fatished, however, that thefe galj- 


muts are excrefcences only, created by the puncture of .an 
Count. They are termed gall-nuts, without any juft 
grounds for that denomination. It muft be acknowledged, 
indeed, that they have fomething which bears a near ge to 


a kernel, and is gathered from a tree. They have on ya 


falfe appearance, however, of a nut or fruit, and are, in 
fact, neither the one nor the other. Tohere is fcarce any plant 
to be named, but what is liable to the punétures of fome one 
infect or another, and that does not produce fome of thefe 
imaginary nuts of divers colours, and of different fizcs. 
Though there are fome trees whofe leaves abound with them ; 
yet they are diftinguifhed by no particular name, becaufe they 
are appropriated to no manner of ufe: it is impoffible, however, 
that {uch as grow upon the plane-tree, the poplar, the willow, 
the box-tree, or onan ivy-bufh, miay be bvautiful with 


i 
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{i 
we inclined to gather them, and 


good with 


You have ftarted a conjecture that deferves a 


| 
| 


Countefs. Will not the fame aflertion hold as 
re{pect 


- dutt that falls from a certain fruit, after it is grown to maturity, 
Others avain affert, that itis rather a worm that lies buried © 
in the heart of fome little apples, which grow on the cochineal 
tree. Thefe ferious conjectures, however feemingly incon- 
- fiftent with each .other, may be reconcileg when we 
come to compare them with the truth, ‘“I’he cochinéal tree is 
pierced by an infeét that depofits her ezgs upon it; from 
whence arife feveral little tumours, which have been looked 
upon, though without any juft reafon, for atual fruit. 
There we find a red powder, which proceeds from what the 
worm hath both gnawed and digefted. ‘There we find the 
worm itfelf, if we are but curious enou h tO watch the time oi 
when it pierces. through the furface of fuch efcrefcence +. 
The sre vermillion, the beft black, the kermes, and fever2] 
other colours or drugs, have no other original than the punc- 
ture of different flies. They are to be met with, in fhort, on 
all our own plants ; and it is not improbable, but we fend to | 
the Indies for feveral commodities, of which we have a fufi. © 


Are 


| | 
-_ Count.. Though they are not, in all probability, fuch 
ufeful infe€&ts; yet their transformations are much more fur- 
priling. Chevalier, af you pleafe, we will take a tour along 
the mote of the caflle. [I have found here, hard-by, the very 
thing we wanted. Stoop-down, Sir, towards the root of thae 
tree, which fhoots into the water. Do not you fee fomethiag 

upon the furface clofe by the root? 
Chev. Yes, my lord, fomething like a little fieve, which 

is faftened at oneend tothe ftump. 
Count. This § fieve is a fnall piece of glew, fupported by 
the i 9 and the imaginary holes in it, are fo many eggs 
regularly placed on the glew, that they may not fink; and the 
thread faltens. it to root prevents the whole fram 


cient here at home. : 
Chev. 


Ve are charmed, my lord, with your flier, 
your guats, likewife, as curious in the.r kind? ofS 


* Savari Diétion 


Memois of the Acad. of Sciences, Mr. Ceoffroi um 
de Inf. par. Swamm. Jum 


fefpe&t to 

Count. 

ferious anfwer *. Some travellers tell us; that it 18 the grain 

of atree; when at the fame time, it is nothing but an ex - 

crefcence. Others, that cochineal is, properly fpeaking, the 


. 
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| being wind to fuch other place as. might 


prove toocold, and where the eggs, for want of proper heat, 
‘Chev. What animal, my lord, is this, that is thus wife 
Count. Thegnat, fir, or the midge, fo well. known by 
its buzzing, anditsfting, 
_ Chev. How does the gnat, -that livesin the air, and on the 
earth, depofits hereggsin thewater® 
+ Count. -Have you not a hundred times obferved gnats to 
hover about the furface ofa pond? they are peculiarly ford of © 
_all flanding waters, becaufe it is there that they rear their — 
young.—But I will give you their hiftory. ina few words, 
” From thefe eggs, depofited on alay of glew, on the brink of — 
the water, proceed divers animalcula, which) pafs through | 
three different ftates. In the firft place, they live in the | 
water; then they change from being aquatic creatures, to 
.fuch as are amphibious ; living fometimes in.the air, and. at 
_others in the water; and laftly, they are inhabitants of the — 
They are aquaticks in their firt flate; and during that 


| | 


‘time fefemblelittle worms, or vermin, that make themtelves 


 lodgments of glew, which they faften to fome folid body at the | 
very bottom of the water; unlefs by accident they met with a 
piece of chalk, which being of a foft and pliant nature, pi wes 
them an opportunity of finking a retreat for, them jjciyes 
where nothing but the claws of a ¢ray-fith can moleft 
_. ‘This worm afterwards changes it’s form. with 


va large head, and a tail invefted with hair, » 49 moiftened' with 


en oleaginous liquor, which fhe makes as. 'te 

 fuftain head in the air, and her ta‘',. 

tsanfport her from one place ta When the oil with 

which her tail is moiftened begins. ¢, grow dry, fhe difcharges 

-out of her mouth an unctuous Humour, which the fheds all 

_ over her tail, by virtue whereof the is enabled to tranfport | 

herfelf where the pleafes without beiag ‘either wet, or 


moded by water, 


| | | 

| | | | 
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her laft ef this world, and launched into’ 


 defpai 
a friend, to engage in prayer with.a lady who was afflicted, — 


and found Mrs. Baton furrounded with flames. He too 
upa ager _ carpet which lay in the hall, and got the fire 


_ they pay no segar 


| 
__ AN ACCOUNT oF THE DEATH OF MRS. EATON, oF = 


On Tuefday, January 28, two o'clock, this Jady 


reach of lay down a’ book, by fome means her gown caught 
fire, which fhe could not extinguith, The fervant hearing 
Mrs. Eaton cry out “fire,” ran inftantly to her affiltance, 


and found her clothes all in dedi and by her endeavours 


to'fave her miftrefs, fhe was fo. burnt that her life has been 
red of. Mr. Eaton, who wasthen gone up dtairs with 


heard the ay of fire, and ran to fee what was the matter 


under, not before his wife’s clothes were all 
er nd fhe fo burnt, that fhe never recovered. . 

This unfortunate lady fuffered greatly during her {hort 
ftay on earth, after this melancholy accident had befallen hers 
bat bore it all with great compofure, and apparent relignation 
to the will of God. Her mind was grievoufly wounded — 


_becaufe fhe did not accompan pany Mr. Eaton and his friend 


to prayer, and exclaimed againft herfelf, faying, he had done 
wrong in negle@ting to go, and truly repen ‘of it. 

_ §$he was never heard to utter 4 murmuring word on account 
of her affliction; but faid, if it was the Lord’s will to take 
her, it was her prayer that her will might be conformable to’ 
his. She remained fenfible through the whole of her fuffere 
ings; and ufed to fpeak highly of thé Divine Being, and fayy 


That he was the fource from: whence fhe drew all her com- 
fort, and that fhe looked to him alone to fupport her under her 


guifhed "coll \ 


fufferings, and in the hour of death. She lan 
‘Monday, Feb. 3, and then with calmnefs and ferenity ‘took 


eternity. 
From this very affedting we may leaca, 

1. The folly of women attiring themfelves in fuch kind of 
dreffes that fo take fire, and the ftupidity it manifeits, thar 
to the many awful examples and the friend 

ly — which have fo - been given them. | 


| 


| 
| 


| 
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was alone in. the parlour, and. as the was getting up, citherto _ 


—_ 
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‘death 4s a ‘very 


| 
| | | | 


OBITUARY, 


2. The ‘importance of paying proper to the 


worfhip of the Almighty, an@d™not'to let any inferior obj ect 
us from'that nobleft and beft of all‘employments. 
however indifferent mankind in general may be to 
-exercifes, we fee that a fenfe of our negleét pe them fills us 


or 


with forrew-in the-day of danger. Let carelefs and worldly- 
minded profeflors take the friendly warning, left the Lord 
fhould take them away anger; for done” to 

We learn the necflity ‘of bein eady for death, 
At fuch an hour as: frusorerd not the Bon of Man cometh. 
May every reader be ftirred up to prepare for death that 
whether he come in fire, peftilence, or the fword, they may be 


enabled to meet him without terror or is 


Died, Feb: 10, at ‘Ang, Mr. Seabrook 

General Baptift minifter, ‘co-paftor with Mr. 

Edward Sexton, to the church at Betkharnpited and to the 

feveral branches of it, at Tring, Chefham,; and Amerfham. 

'This promifing y minifter. was ordained to the paftoral 


_ Pffice at Berkhamftead, on the-r1th of April laft; (fee No. 16.) 


and is: now called to his heavenly Father’s houle above. His 
painful ftroke to “his difeonfolate young 


widow, with one child to the church, and to his furviving 
‘worthy colleague in the miniftry. We hope to give a parti- 


“SACRED POETRY. 


the Bditer the G. B. 7 Minifter, 
¥ found the following among fome_ of ‘85 
my ‘old mouldy manufcripts, and on | | = 
a review, thought it might have it’s 
‘could obtaina place in your 
ea | if 5709 think fo too, | ATE in the evening of a cloudy 


> ah, ‘if not, let it return to day, 
ttom whence it came, oy] A friend pated: by, but had not time 


Longer, than juft to tell meas he fled, 


On the Death of the Tate Mr. Our friend and tninifter~- John Yates 


Yates, of Hugglefcoat, dead! 
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“SACRED 


at 
ftood, 
Jot like a ftatue, ora man wood ! 
O’erwhelm'd in thought, not a 
word to fay, 
-‘Fillcool refiectionhadrefum’d her 
Then (deeply wounded with the awful 
 ftroke 
Accents like thefe from my full bofom 
broke... 
Thou foy’ reign Goodnefs! Governor 
divine ! 


dreadful - is this providence 


| 

“POETRY. 


the dings, ‘motionlef 


| fpurn’ this wretched world and 


“This is ‘book my: gre 
book is heres alas ! but where 
But left me here to 
lay. afide hie 


To thare his: paradife in realm of 
blifs: .. 


How thal feeble flock his lof re- 
air? help me gieat PhySician! gracious 
Net minitter, now Yates is bia poor widows pat this 

gone ? - truft in thee 5 


Then wild imagi nation took the rein, 

And fancy led ber airy chain; 

oo the hills to Hugglefcoat fhe amid 
And brought his mourning in 
view.* . 


Yea, they Gand before 
In all: mifery and deep diftrefs. 


Dear Jefus, with compaffion in thine 


on ! hear her 


and love, 


Methinks I. hear. his tender offspring 


es my Papa gone”—then fob 
and figh, 

s¢ When will ‘my papa come again, 
mamma ? 


és | Where fs my ‘Papa gone ? a great— 


y? 
Alas! widow, overwhelmed 
with 


Flies from f{¢ rand fhuns relief : 

- Goes to her clofet in her fare diftrefs, 
And half refolves to- afk the God of 

grace 

For fome fapport end comfort | but 


alas !. 
What comfort can fhe have in fach 
For forrow like a tyrant in her foul, 


diftrefs ? 
Rifes above all rational controul, | __ 
Each out which the fees renews - 
grief 
Creates freth 


anguifh, but not 


* He left five or fix {mall children, pare wife 


Mrs Thomas. Y. 
Birmingham, 


ates, minifter of the General Bagtit church at 


And all the of chy favour 
The now the’s “uttered words 
thefe, 
Feels 
eafe.® 
But ’tis not fo with me, the man is deed, 


*< Nowa poor widow makes her humble 


more ‘comnpofed ; ; enjoys a Tietle 


Give them to. fee thy 


Who uiel to feed me with the tiving 


bread," 
Juk rais’d of God and recenily ordain’ d 


To giide hig flock to Concent > happy 
land. 


But now he's gone; he’s gone beyond : 


our reach, 


We! never More routt hear the. charmer 


< 
more thall we with rapture hear 
his voice, 


Which often made our very Hearts 


rejoice, 


more fhall we behold bin {preva 
his hands ; 


“No 


tant lands. 


pregnant of another, she prefent 


He died before he bad been ordained one 


No more fhail hear him pray for dif. 
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he had taught our wandering feet 


4 


fleep, 
and never will awake, again to look, | 
1 There thall we fee, whom we fo much 


Tothote delighefal manfions 


Der now he's methinks we love 


“SACRED 


more tall hear his holy eloquence, 
7 — a loving jefus to our 


Ce Ganers who have hearts 


of 


ftone, 
Who can aroufe you now dear Yates 


is ? 


Y- weak and feeble, ye afflicted fheep, 


Your tender thepherd now is gone to 


A fertile » or a flowing brook. 
he gone methinks a 


azure fey. 
Gone to be prefent with his bieffed God; 


! Gone to behold the Man who thed bis pe 
blood 


Gone to resice an triumph in the 
Which brought falvation from the 


courts above. 
Mo this our Golgotha, which gave him 


To and embrace, | 
The wouderous, glorious, and delight~ 
ful news, ~ 


tudes refufe. 
© had he been permitted here to ayy 


the way 


When he was with us mach 
webore, 


him more. 
hate gine, we fee his exectlence ; 


him to be 
Where's there another with fuch holy 


Where's there anothes that can preach 
fowcll? | 


To giilow Chrift the way beled us here; 
to Jefus for our whole fupply ; 


PORTRY. 
Ye lie Hock | together beep will 


And daily live = Chrift by faith and 
prayer 

Then every which we want 
below, 


| Our kind Almighty Shepherd will 
beftow 


Till we have done with all beneath 
the ikies, 
And into heaven's refulgent glory rife. 


deplore, 


| | There, never to be feparated more. 
Whee is beyond the 


There thal! We never hear, nor be afraid 
To hear one tell us~—~Brother Yates 


The 


BUT. this of all is ftill the worfe, : 
A forer, and a fadder curfe, | OB 


Bhat’s ia religion found; 
Which now fuch crouds, fuch multi- 


Where e’en it’s votaries are feen, 
God and the world to fplit eral 
‘Unballow’d as unfound. 


It’s priefts and preachers, proud or vain | 
Read for reward, then {pell for gaia, 
‘The harveft ofan hour: 
The gofpel, mangled or conceal’d, 
Or little more than half 
Conveys as little power. 


The hearers dead yor half alley, 


E’én at the noon of day ; 

much wie fame of grace ar fia, 
Then nod their falutation, grin, 

_ And thus conclude the play, 


4 But, oh ! thou jealous God, and true, 


Thou know’ft this mutt, and ~— net. 
do ; 

| Thy thunders fpeak thy wrath . 

Arife fOr thy glory’s fake, 

‘Into thy hands the matter take, 


| 


2 Thofe original, wil peeve, that this ie 


And break the enfetter’dfloth. 
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LIFE OF THE REV. THOMAS STEFFE. 


I ane not here give a particular account of the method 
in which | 

‘was carried on while at the academy, though | have often 
‘been requefted and importuned to write largely on this head, - 


r. Steffe’s education, and that of his companions, 


I content myfelf with obferving in general, that he did not 
defpife an 


{ 
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Continued from 


y part of polite literature, which feemted fubfervient - 


to his honourable appearance in the miniftry in fo learned an | 
ace and country as our own; but, neverthelefs, applied him- 
felf with the greateft affiduity, to thofe things which appeared. 


of the moft eminent and immediate fervice; in which view he 


is worthy of being imitated by all that regard either their ac- 
ceptance or ufefulnefs in the churches. piel 


In the former view, befides the general preparations of 
logick, rhetorick, and metaphyficks,. he made. bimfelf ac. 
quainted with the prisiciples of geometry and algebra, and J. 


think alfo of conick fections, and coeleftial mechanicks. That 
fteady command of thought, and attention of mind, for which 
our author was remarkable, and the traces of which were dif- 
coverable in his countenance, made thefe ftudies pleafant, ra- 


ther tha: fatiguing to him; and he foomfaw the tendency they 


w 


have, to teach us to diftinguifh our ideas with accuracy, and. 


to difpofe our arguments in a clear, concife, and convincing 
manner, ‘Lhefe introduced him into the ealy knowledge of 


-mechanicks, ftaticks, hydroftaticks, opticks, pnesimaticks, 
and altronomy, fo far as it was judged material to open to him ” 


the chief phenomena of each with their re{pective folutions: 


Ill, 


_He added to thefe fome other articles, which have their place — 
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ment, and motion. 
* “For all thefe ftudies Mr. Steffe had arelifh, and a genius ; 
but the far greater part of his time, efpecially in the laft three — 


marks, which fome have affected on like occafions. 
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| | 
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the Encyclopcedia of Learning, efpeci- 


inw 


} 


at is iafually called 


ally fomething of natural hiftory, anda pretty large view of the © 
anatomy of the human body, the knowledge of which he culti- | 
vated with peculiar caré amd pleafure, as well obferving the — 
téndéncy it has to promote our veneration and love to the — 
great Archite& of this amazing frame, whofe wonders of pro- — 

vidential influence alfo are fo apparent in its fupport, nourifh- 


years of his courfe, was employed in others more directly pre- 


paratory for the Ere work he had in view. In this number 


{ muft reckon a large and particular inveftigation of Jewifh 
antiquities, in which he met with the illuftration of number- 
lefs-texts in the Old Teftament, which cannot be well under- 


ftood without them: as likewife his Survey of Ecclefiaftical — 


Hiftory, of which Lampe’s admirable Epitome was the ground- 
work; which I mention, becaufe I wonder it is no more gene- 
rally known, though fo very far fuperior to any thing elfe of 


the like kind, for the vaft variety of judicious hints:-which it — 
contains, ina little room, and beautiful order. His View | 


of the Doétrines of the Ancient Philofophers in their various 
Sects, had been taken with greater advantage, had Buddceus’s 
Compendium Hiftorie Philofophice been then knowns but 
fomething of this kind he furveyed, and it could not but ferve 


to endear chriftianity to him, that glorious light which difpels _ 


their fhades of learned and artificial darknefs. 
Thefe articles took up fome hours every week, in the latter 


‘years of his courfe; but by far the greater part of his time — 
throughout this whole period, fo far as it fell under the di- | 
rection of his tutor, was employed in.a feries of about 250 


Lectures of Divinity in the largeft extent of the word, that is, 


comlidered as including what is moft material in Pneumatology | 


and Ethicks*.. In this Compendium were contained, in as 


few words as perfpicuity would admit, the moft material 
thingsawhich had occurred to the author’s obfervation, relating © 


to the nature and properties of the human mind, the proof of 


_ the exiftence and attributes of God, the nature of moral virtue, . 


the various branches of it, the means fubfervient to it, and the 
fanctions by which its precepts, confidered as God’s natural 


law, 


, The manufcript, which was the plan of thefe, confifts of 
axioms, definitions, propofitions, lemmata, demonftrations, 


corollaries, and fcholia, juft in the method which mathemati- — 
cians ufe, though without the introduétion of thofle arbitrary 
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law, are enforced; under which head the natural evidence of © 
the immortality of the foul was largely examined, ‘To this 
was added fome furvey of what is, and generally has been, the 
 ftate of virtue in the world; from whence the tranfition was 
-_eafy to the need of a revelation, the encouragement to hope it, 
aad the nature of the evidence which might probably attend 
it. From hence the work naturally proceeded to the evi- 
dence produced in proof of that revelation which the Seripture 
contains. ‘The genuinenefs, credibility, and infpiration of 
— thefe facred books were then cleared up at large, and vindi- 
cated from all the mof confiderable obje@tions, which modern 
infidels finners againft their own fouls) have urged. 
When this foundation was laid, the chief doctrines of {eripture 
were drawn out into a large detail; thof= relating to the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit, to the original and fallen ftate of man, fo 
the fcheme of our redemption by Chrift, and the ofhces of the 
‘Spirit as the great agent in the Redeemer’s kingdom. ‘The 
- mature of the covenant of grace was particularly ftated, and © 
the feveral precepts and inftitutions of the Gofpel, withthe 
‘views which it gives us of the concluding icenes of our 
world, and of the eternal {tate beyond it. What feemed 
_ moft evident on thefe heads was thrown into the propofitions, 
fome of which were problematical ; and thechief controyerfies 
relating to each were thrown into the Scholia; and sii iu- 
ftrated by a very large colleétion of references, contumng, 
perhaps, one Je€ture with another, the fubftance of forty or 
fifty octavo pages, in which the fentiments and reafonings of 
the moft confiderable authors on all thefe heads might be feen — 
in their own words ; which it was the bulinefs of the ftudenys 
_ to read and contraét, in the intervals between thefe leQures, 
of which aoe were given in a week, and fometiines 
but. two. The. mind of this excellent youth knew 
judge of the importanee of this part of his courfe : 
it ftruck him ftrongly ; and as he made it his early care to 
tranfcribe the manufcript with great exaétnefs, fo he ftudied 
both the lectures and references diligently, and made himfelf _ 
mafter of them to fuch a dezree, as to be able to handle fuch 
points of theology as occurred to him in his courfe of preach- 
ing, not in a crude indigefted manner, but with an accu. 
__ racy and folidity, rather worthy of a divine, who had num- 
bered more years of ftudy than he of life. . ree 
_ As he was always encouraged and exhorted to ‘enquirg 


freely, and to judge for himfclf, fo it was particularly recom- 
mended to him to take his Syftem of Divinity, not from the 
fentiments of any humaft teacher, but from the word of God. 
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_ "This therefore he ear] y ftudied, and fet a great value on thofe © 
“critical lectures on the New Teftament, which he weekly at- 
tended, and tranfcribed; befides thofe daily. expoli- 
‘tiens in the family, in which, within the five years he. {pent 
~$n this courfe, he had an opportunity of hearing almoft, the 
. whole Old Teftament explained from the original, as_well.as 
the New twice or thrice illuftrated, partly, though not in- 
4 ; ' tirely, in a practical view. If I remember right, he foon 
took the wife precaution (which I would recommend to ever 
* yéuing ftudent) to get an interleaved Bible, and a Wetitein’s 


Greek Teftament interleaved with good paper in quarto; .in 
which he wrote memorandums of the moft confiderable 
Li marks for the illuftration of Scripture, which occurred to him 
i: in reading, conyerfation, or reflection, And had providence 
i - continued him a few years longer in that prudent and diligent © 


courfe, I queftion not but thefe manufcripts would have been 
a rich repolitory of valuable materials; for he, had a true 
genius for criticifin, in thofe which I take to be its noblcft 
and miafterly parts; which are thofe which depend, not 
merely on dint of induftry, but on fagacity, elevation, and 
‘vivacity of thought; to which I muft add, a truly devotional 
temper of mind, without which it will be impoffhible for an 
-man to relifh, and therefore to be fure impoiflible.to point. 
out, the beauties of the facred writers. 
His great defire to appear in a becoming manner under the 
character of a preacher, as well asa concern to cultivate reli- 


oo 


i 


: ‘gion in his own foul, engaged him intimately to converfe with 
af the beit practical writers our fertile country has produced ; in. 
it which number, I know, he peculiarly efteemed Mr. Howe, 
iF and Mr. Baxter, not ‘to mention any of thofe lights of the 
bt fan€tuary, which through the great goodnefs of God to us are 
i not yet extingutfhed, and who will; I doubt not, preach with 
ii abundant fuccefs to generations long tocome. I believe that day 
Ml feldom pafied, in which fome of thefe writers were not in his 
i ' Shands, uur whom he fought at once the improvement of the 
ti). _ chriftian, and of the minifter; and I think it muft argue a 
7 - great defect of underftanding, as well as of réal piety, if any 
theological {tudents are negligent of this. 
mj  ~ Phe fame good principle, which led Mr. Steffe to be very 
Wi: converfant with fuch books, engaged him alfo to aitend with 
i _- gteat diligence to thofe inftructions which were largely given 
jj him, on the important head of preaching and. paftoral cares. 
me And-while I fpeak of this, I muit not forget how gladly he 
k f eee embraced the opportunity, which the cuftom of the place gave 
1) him, to fubmit, firft, the fchemes of his fermons, and then 
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feveral of the fermons: themfelves, to;the examination and 
correction of that. friend who had,the charge of his education ; 
a privilege, which thofe lealt need it, generally value 
moft ; and which, if I domot much millake, may. be.morein- 
ftructive to-young preachers, than.any general rules for com- 
pofition, which can be offered thena by thofe, who are them— 
felves moft eminent in their profeffion.-. An early care-to get 
a due management of his yoice, and to form himfelf to a juft, 
animated, yet unaffeéted delivery, fet an agr eeable varnifh on 
‘what was in} itfelf much more important ; and greatly contri- 
buted to that extenfive, and: well-merited popularity, which 
attended him; fo far as 1 can learn, from the firft fermdn he . 
preached to the laft. Sad calamity to the church, and the 
world, that the interval between the one and the other was fo 
Hitherto I have confidered Mr. Steffe’s character and con- 
du& as a fcholar, during the feries of his academical ftudies. 
I muft now defcribe him in another, yet more important 
view, which will carry usa little farther into his life, as well 
as deeper into his heart, I mean, as a chrittian. And here, 
1 fhall not mention a variety. of particulars, which I compre- 
hend in faying, “‘ He was, as I am verily perfuaded, a chriltign 
indeed ;” but fhall only mention fome of thofe exemplary 
effects, which the fincere and lively piety, of his heart pro- 
duced, in a beautiful correfpondenice to thofe circumftances of 
life in which he was placed. And this I attempt, not ina 
view of railing a monument to the memory .of adear deceafed 
friend, (I doubt not but the applaufe of his great Mafter has 
-raifed him high above all. fuch;) but rather of hinting in- 
itruction to others, by exhibiting him more fully ina point of 
light, which-has feldom been enlarged upon by thofe who- 
have written lives, whethzr from a very miftaken apprehen- 
fion that it was of very little moment, or (as | would rather 
hope) for want of materials.. Providence has ordered it fo, 
that it was almoft all the hiftory that can be given of Mr, 
Steffe, and has affigned this office to one, who had an oppor. 
tunity of collecting materials from what he himfelf faw; 
though I wanit add, that in what I have farther to write, m 
perional obfervations have been much illuftrated by a collec. 
tion of his letters to his parents and otker near relations, the 
Originals of which are now before me. Bere ee 
No advantages of genius, and (could they have come into 
qucition,) no views of preferment, could, have engaged fo 
worthy aclergyman as Mr. Steffe’s father was, to enter into 
- meafures for his being brought up to the minifterial office, if 
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he had not known him to be a blamelefs and a virtuous 
| eer: but from fome things which he has wrote of himfelf 
‘in papers now before me, the particulars of which it is not 
neceflary to'tranfcribe, I have reafon to believe, that real re- 
ligion was of a later date i in his heart, than his firft views of 
undertaking the facred work in which he after wards engaged. 
An awful text of fcripture folemnly and’ feafonably dropped 
from the venerable lips of his pious father, a little’before he 
-quitted the family, feems to have ‘given a moft happy turn 
to his’mind, and under Divine influence to have been the im- 
‘mediate occafion of producing that fincere piety there, which 
‘wScrivecds grew fo faft, and fhone fe bright. 


be continued. 


BISHOP BU URNET’ 5 LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF 
THE ENGLISH MARTYRS. 


‘LIFE OF THOMAS IVESON. 


IVESON Godftone, in the county of 
Surrey, carpenter, was apprehended in the houfe of Dirick 
Carver, at. Brighthampitead, by Edward Gage, gentleman, —- 
and fent to the bifhop of London, and by him committed to 
Newgate; and afterwards examined by the hifhop at his 
palace, and alfo in the confiftory-court of London, upon 
divers articles objected againit him,viz. | 

t. As that the faith, religion, and adminiftration of facra-_ 

- ments, which is now believed, ufed, taught, and fet forth in 

- this our church of England, is not agreeable to the truth and 

faith of Chrift, nor with the faith of the Catholic and univerfal 
church of Chrift, 

2. Concerning the facrament of the altar, he believeth that 

it is a very idol, and deteftable before God as it is now 
miniftered. 

. That the mafs is naught, and not of the inflitution of 

Chrift, but that itis of man’s invention. 

And it being demanded of him, If any thing in the mafs be 
? He faid, he would anfwer no further. 
4e That he had not received the facrament of the altar fince 

it has been eoenneres as now it is in England, neither was 
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Tyrrell, Efg. and juftice of the peace of the faid county: ang 
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he confeffed at any time within thefe feven years, nor hath he; 
heard mafs within the faid time, 


5, That auricular confeffion is not neceflary to be made. 
to a prieft; for he cannot forgive, nor abfolve him from 
his finse 


6. Concerning the facrament of baptifm, that it is a fign- 


and token of Chrift as circumcifion was, and no otherwile;. 


and he believeth that his fins are not wafhed away thereby, 
but only his body wafhed ; for his fins be wafhed away only: 
7. That there isin the Catholic church of Chrift only two 
facraments, that is to fay, the facrament of baptifm and the fa- 
crament of the. fupper of the Lord, 4" no more; which are . 
not rightly ufedgt this prefent time in ngland, and therefore 
8. He believeth that all the ceremonies-now ufed in this 
church of England, are Vain, fuperfluous, fuperftitious, and 
Peitheraes the faid Thomas Ivéfon being earneftly tra- 
vailed withal to recant, faid thus, *‘ I would not recant and. 


_forfake mine opinion and belief fog all the goods in London, — 


I do appeal to God’s mercy, and will be none of your church, 


fubmit myfelf to the fame; and that I have faid I will 


fay again. And if there camean angel from heaven to teach - 
me any other doétrine than that which I now hold, I would © 
aot believe him.’ | 


Which anfwer being thus made, ke was condemned as an 


_ heretick, and committed to, the fecular power, and fent to 


a? 


Chichefter in Suffex, and there burned: 


Bis 


THE LIVES OF JOHN DEULY, GENTLEMAN, JOHN 


NEWMAN, PEWTERER, BOTH OF MAIDSTONE, IN KENT; 
AND PATRICK PACKINGHAM, MARTYRS. 


THE abovefaid John Deuly, gentleman, and John New- 


_ man, pewterer, as they travelled into Kilex, where they had 


been to vilit fome friends, were accidentally met by Edward 


at the firft fight of them, (as himfelf after faid) he fufpeé&ted — 
them for hereticks, and upon that fufpicion he caufed them to 
Se prefently apprehended and fearched, and found with Mr. 
Deuly a confeffion of faith in writing concerning the facra— 


ment of Chinit’s body and blood, and alfo certain notes col- 


lected 


fevering conftantly in his faid faith to the end. » | pS | 
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lected out of the holy {criptures, which Mr... Tyrrell took” 
, from him ; and he fent the faid Deuly and Newman to the 
Queen’ council-in London, and fent the papers he found, and 
alfio a letter with them. 

‘When they were brought before the they 
ded them to obey the Queen’ slaws ; but not prevailing with, 
them, they fent them to Bonner, bifhop of London, to try 
whathe could do withthem. | 

And upon the 28th of June, 1555, the bifhop caufed the z= 
faid Deuly and Newman, with one Patrick Packingham, 
to be brought to him into his chamber, at his palace in- 
London. And there he examined them upon their confef- 
fions, which Tyrrell had found about them, and alfo objeaen 
other articles to them of his own. 

To the which they all anfwered to the: “ol effet. But 
Deuly anfwered more largely than the other two: and Pack-~ 

_ ingham had an article objected to him which was not to the 
‘This done, the bifhop ufed his accuftomed perfuafions ; 
to which Deuly faid, God fave me from, your counfel, and 
keep me in the mind I am in 5 for that which you, count he- 
refy, [take to be the truth. And thereupon they werecom- 
to appear in the bifhop’ confiftory-court, July the 


 gth, in the afternoon; where the following articles were 


jointly and feverally objeted againit them. 

“a, That they -were now in the diocefe of London, and of 
the jurifdiction of the bifhop of London. 

This (they faid) was true.’ 
2. That they have not believed, nor do believe that there 
is a catholick church of Chrift here on earth. 

To this article they anfwer each of them, ‘ That it is 
not true: for they did believe the holy’ catholick church, 
which is builded upon the foundation of the prophets and : 
apoftles, Chrift Seing the head; which holy church is the con- 
gregation of faithful people difperfed through the whole 
world: and where two or three are gathered together in 
Chrift’s name, they are the members of the faid holy catho- 
lick church which is difperfed through the world ; the which 
church doth preach God’s word truly, and doth alfo minifter 
the two facraments, baptifm, and the gon of the Lord, ac- 
cording to his blefled word.’ 

3-. Chat each of them hath not believed, nor doth believe, 


that this church of England ig any part or member of the faid 
catholick church. 4 
To 
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To this third artic'e they each of them anfwer, ‘ That they 
do believe that this church of England ufing the faith and re- 
ligion that is now ufed, is no part or member of the aforefaid 
holy catholick church, but is the church of anti-chriff, the — 
bifhop of Rome a | the head thereof: for it is plain that. 
they have altered the Teflament of God, and fet up a T efta- 
ment of their own devifing, full of blafphemy and lies: for 
Chrift’s Teftamentis, That he would have all things done to — 
the edifying of the people; as it appeareth when he taught 
them to pray, Matt. vi. and allo it appeareth Py St.. Paul, ~ 
1 Cor. xiv. for he faith, ‘ That he that prophefieth, fpeaketh | 
to men for their edification. .He that fpeaketh with an un= 
known tongue, profteth hinsfelf ; that prophefieth, 

edifieth the church.’ Alfo he faith, ¢ Even fo likewife, when 
ye fpeak with tongues, except ye fpeak words of fignification, . 
- fhall it be underftood what is fpoken? for ye fpeak in the air ;” 
that is, in vain. Alfo he faith, * Let all things be done to 

‘ And it is written, Pfalm xlvi. ¢ God is king of all the 
earth, O fing ye praifes unto him with underitanding. So 
that it doth appear that this church of England, as now ufed, — 
is not builded upon Chrift, nor the prophets and apoitls,it 
St. Paul’s words, and the pfalms betrue.” LA 

4. ‘That you have belicved and do believe, that the maf$ . 

now ufed in the church of England, is naught, and full of 


idolatry, and evil, and plain avaintt Ged’s word ; and you 


have not heard it, nor will hear it. 


_ To this fourth article they anfwer, ‘ That they do believe 
that the mafs now ufed in the realm of England ts naught, 
and abominable idolatry, and blafphemy againft God’s word: 
for Chrift in his holy fupper inftituted the facrament of bread 
and wine to be eaten together in remembrance of his death 
till he come , and not to have them worlhipoed, and make 
an idol ofthem : for God will not be worfhipped in his crea- 
tures, but we ought to give him praife for his creatures, which — 
he hath created for us. So it appeareth by his command- 
ment, that we ought not to worthip the facrament of bread and 
wine, for it is plain idolatry. For he faith, Ye faw no fimi- 
litude, therefore thou fhalt not bow down tothem nor worfhi p 
them. I pray you, what do you call kneeling down, holding © 
up the hands, knocking of the breaft, putting off the cap, and 
making courtefy, with other fuperititions ? You will make 
men be fo blind, as to think thisis no worfhip’?” 
* But perhaps you will jay, you do not worthip the bread 
and wine, but Chrift’s body, which was born of the 
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Mary, 
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Mary, contained under the form of bread and wine: but that 
is a very lie ; for Chrift’s body, which was born of the Virgin 
Mary, is in heaven, if St. Paul’s words be true, as undoubt- 
edly theyare. Forhe faith, Heb. x. But this man, after he 
had offered one facrifice for fins, is fet down for ever at the 


_ right hand of God, expedting ’till his enemies be made his 


footftool. And Chritt faid to his difciples, 1 came forth from 
the Father, and am come into the world: and again, I leave 
the world, and goto the Father. Thefe, and many more | 
places of holy fcripture, prove plainly, to them that have ears 
to hear, that Chrift’s body that was born of the Virgin Mary, 
is in heaven, and notin the facramental bread and wine ; and 
therefore itisidolatryto worfhipthem” = © 
' §. That you have believed and do believe, that auricular 
confeflion, ufed now in this realm of England, is not good, 
but contrary to God’s word. | 

‘ To this fifth article they anfwer affirmatively, and believe 


jt not good asit is now ufed in the realm of England.’ 


6. ‘Chat you have believed and do believe, that abfolution 
iven by the prieft hearing confeffion, is not good, nor al- 

ieeshth by God’s word, but contrary tothe fame. _ 

¢ To this they anfwer, That remiffion of fins is only 
to be obtained trom God, through the blood of Jefus 
Chrift.’ | 
_ 4. That you have believed and do believe, that chriftening 
of children as it is ufed inthe church of England, is not good, 
nor allowable by God’s word, but againft it. Likewife 
confirming of children, giving of orders, faying maitens and 
even-fonig, anointing or oiling of fick perfons, making holy | 
bread and holy water, with other ritesofthechurch 

‘ Tothis feventh article they anfwer, That chviftening of 
children, or the facrament of baptifm, is altered and changed ; 
for John Baptift ufed nothing but preaching of the word, and . 


“water ; as it appears when Chrift required to be baptized of 


him. 
And the Queen of Ethiopia’s fervant faid to P.; lip, £ 

here is water! What doth hinder me to be baptized? And 
Philip had preached to him before. We do not read that he 
afked for any cream, or oil, or fpittle, or wax, or chrifm, cr 
falt; for it f{eems Philip had preached no fuch things to him: . 
for if he had, he would as well have afked for them as for. 
water. _ Nor the water was not conjured, but the fame as it 
wa®%before.. And this is alfo to b: faid of all the ceremonies 


of yourchurch.” 


g. That you have believed and do believe, that there are 
but 
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bat two fucraments in Chrift’s catholic church; that is to — 
fay, the facrament of baptilm, and the facrament of the 
alter. 
-¢€To this eighth article they anfwer fhortly, That they 
Believe no more, except ye will make the rainbow a facra- 
‘ment ; for there is no facrament but hatha proimife annexed 
to it.’ 
4. That you have believed and do believe, that forafmuch 
as Chrift is afcended up into hedven, therefore the very body 
of Chrift is not in the facrament of the altar. 
« To this article they fay they have already anfwered,’ 
ro. That thou Patrick Packinigham, being now of the age — 
of twenty-one years at leaft, being within the houfe of the 
bifhop of London, at St. Paul’s, and by him brought into the. 
great chapel to hear mafs there, the 23d of June, 1555, did’ ft 
irreverently ftand in the faid chapel, having thy cap on thy 
head during the time of mafs ; and didit alfo refufe holy water | 
and holy bread at the prieft’s hands, there contemning and 
defpifing both the mals, and holy water, and ~ hol ¥.. 
bread. | 
Which article the faid Patrick Packingham acknowledged 
Now upon the sth of July, 1555, the bifhop of London 
proceeded againft the above-named John Deuly, John New- 
man, and Patrick Packingham, in his confiftory court at St: 
Paul’s church, London, after the ufual form; where, after 
their articles and anfwers were publickly read, they were ex~ _ 
horted to go from the fame; and both promifes and threats 
were ufed by the bifhop to try if he could prevail] with them: 
but they continuing unmovable in the conftancy of their 
faith and profeffion, the bifhop gave fentence againit them, 
condemned them as hereticks, afd delivered them 
the cuftody of the fheriffs of London, who kept them in prifon 
until they were commanded by writ to fend them unto their 
feveral places of execution, 
And accordingly Mr. John Deuly was. conveyed to Ux- 
bridge, within fifteen miles of London, Auguft the 8th, 1555, 
to be burned. And being chained to the ftake, and the flane 
burning round abouthim,hefangapfalm a 
Then Dr. Story, a prieft, being there, commanded one of 
the executioners to throw a faggot at him, which he did, and 
hit him on the face therewith, fo that the blood ran down, and 
he left finging, and clapped both his hands on his face; Which 
Dr. Story feeing, faid {coffingly to him that threw the faggot, 
* ‘Thou haft fpoiled a good old fong.” The faid John Deul y, 
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| being {till in the faming fire, ftretched forth his hands, and 


fang again ; and then yielded up his {pirit into the hands of 

Upon the 28th day of the faid month of Auguft, in the faid 
year 1555, Patrick Packingham was brought to the fame 


town of Uxbridge, and there burned alfo according to his 


And John Newman above-mentioned was fent down to : 
Saffron-Walden, in Effex, and there burned the laft day 
of Augult, 1555. | 


THE CONDEMNATION OF SIX PERSONS AT CANTER- 
BURY. 


“IN the month of July, 1555, William Coker, William 
Hopper, Henry Lawrence, Richard Colliar, Richard Wright, 
and William Steer, all Kentifh men, were brought before 
Dr. Richard Thornton, fuffragan of Canterbury, and bifhop 


_of Doyer, Dr. Harpsfield, archdeacon, and Richard Faucet, 


Robert Collins, in the fpiritual court of Canterbury, upon 


. divers articles, to the fame purpofe with thofe formerly ob- 
‘jeGed to Mr. Bland; to which they gave their refpective 


an{wers. 
1. William Coker faid,; He would anfwer no otherwife 
than he had already anfwered. Being offered fix days refpite 
to confider with himfelf, he refufed to take it ; and fo fentence 
of condemnation was tread againfthim, July11,1555. 
2. William Hopper feemed at firft to agree to the faith 
and determination of the catholic church: afterwards calling 


\ it better to mind, he conftantly adhered to the truth which 


before he had confefled, and fo he was condemned July 


_the 16th. 


3. Henry Lawrence was examined the 16th of July, and 
‘Was put off to the 2d of Auguft, and then anfwered as follows: 
frit, He denied auricular confeffion. Secondly, He faid, that 
he had not, nor would receive the facrament of the altar, be- 
caufe the order of the holy fcripture (he faid) was changed in 
the order of the faid facrament. 

Further, being charged for not putting off his cap when 
th: fuffragan mentioned the facrament, and did reverence to 
th: fame; he faid, There was no need for him to put off his 
cap. © And being oppofed concerning the verity of the facra- 
meat given to Chrilt’s difciples, he affirmed, that even * 
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Chrift gave his very body tobis difciples, and confeffled it to 
be the fame, fo likewife Chrift himfelf, faid, he was a door, 


. &e. Adding moreover, that.as he had faid before, fo he fays 


ftill, that the facrament of the altar is an idol, and no remem- 
brance of Chrift’s paffion; and contrary he knoweth not, — 
At Jaft, being required to put his hand to his anfwers, he 
wrote thefe words under the bill of examination, Ye are all 
of Antichrift, and him ye follow: and fo his hand was flayed, 
that he wrote no further. And then fentence was given 

4. Richard Colliar appeared the 16th of Auguft, t555. 
and being examined about the facrament of the altar, (as th 
Papifts term it) anfwered, That he did not believe there is 
the real and fubftantial body of Chrift, but only bread ang 
wine; and that it is mott abominable, moft deteftable, and 
moft wicked, to believe otherwife. Upon which fenténce of 
condemnation was read againft him the fame day. Soon 
after he was condémned he fang a pfalm; fo that ithe priefts 
and officers railed at him, faying, he was out of his wits.” 

s. Richard Wright appearing at the faid place, the faid 16th 
of Auguft, the Judge required of him, what be believed of ‘the 
real prefence in the facrament? He anfwered, That as touch- 
ing the facrament of the aitar and the mafs, he faid he was 
afhamed.to fpeak of it, or to name‘it: and he allowed i¢ 
not, asit is now ufled inthe church. And fo he was con- 

6. William Steer, of Afhford, appeared alfo on the 16th 
of Auguft, at the Chapter-houfe at Canterbury, and was re_ - 
quired to make an{wer to the articles laid before him by the 
judge. He faid, he fhould command his dogs: and not him ; 
for that Richard of Dover had no authority. to fit againgt 
him in judgment. And. he afked where his authority was: — 
Then were fhewed certain bulls and writings from Rome- 
but William Steer denied that to be of fufficient force. The 
faid fuftragan faid alfo, that he had authority from the Queen, 
But William faid, That Thomas Cranmer, archbifhop of 
Canterbury, now in prifon, was his diocefan ; and required of 
the faid Richard of Dover, to fhew authority from the faid 
| archbifhop, or elfe he denied his authority asinfuficient, 
: And as to the facrament of the altar, he found jt not 
yn the holy fcripture, and fo he would not anfwer there. 
unto. 
And when the judge put off his cap at the mention of the 
facrament, William told him, he need not reverence that 
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LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF 
matter fo highly. Then he called the judge a bloody man, _ | 
for giving fentence againft him. 


. Sothefe fix innocent men were condemned for profeffing 
_ the truth, by the fuffragan, the archdeacon, Mr. Faucet, and 
Mr. Collins, and- delivered to the fecular power, who 
fafténed them to three ftakes, and burned them all together 
in one fire at Canterbury, about the 3:ft of Auguft, 1555, 
where they freely yielded up their lives as a {facrifice to. 
God, in teftimony of the truth of the gofpel of Chrift. 
One William Hook, was burned in the city of Chichefter 
wpon the fame account, about the 31ft of Auguft, 1555, 
but the particulars of his examination and condemnation are 
mot come to hand. cked 


SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 
A GLANCE AT THE HOLY LAND. 


ec What are the earth’s wide kingdoms elfe, but mighty hills of prey ? 
¢ The hills on which [znovan dwells, are glorious more than they '” 


A Moncst the various countries, renowned in ancient 
‘or modern times, a fmall Tract in the bofom of the northern — 
hemifphere claims the higheft rank. This favoured diftric@t 
isemphatically called the “ Holy Land,” becaufe, that by 
‘God’s fpecial choice, it was made the fcene of holy actions, 
and the abode of holy men. It has however, in various 
_ ages,-and on divers accounts, borne different names. When 
confidered as the habitation of the Canaanites, it. is called the 
‘Land of Canaan; from the name of the anceftor of that 
people, a grandfon of Noah.* From it’s being promifed to 
_Abraham, it is fometimes ftyled ‘ The Land of Promife:’ + and 
_ when the remarkable fulfilment of this prophecy took place, 
and, the defcendants of Abraham obtained poffefiion of the 
promifed land, it aflumed the moft ufual denomination of 
| | | it’s 


* Gen, xiii. 5. and x. 1. 6,——+ Heb. xi. 


{ 
if 
4 
J 
| 
| 
| | 
+? 
‘ 
. 
§ 
H 
RS 
beg 
| 
te / 
i 
i = 
| 


SERMONS AND ESSAYS: | 103 


inhabitants, and was called The Land of The 
Greek and Roman hiftorians generally call it Paleftine, 
the Philiftines, who inhabited the fea coaft. 
- The Holy Land, according to the moft accurate account — 
of it’s dimenfions, extends about 200 miles along the eaftern 
coaft of the Mediterranean fea ; reaching from Gaza on the 
confines of Arabia Petra fouthward, to Sidon, under the 
mountains of Lebanon northward. It’s breadth in the 
north is littlemmore than 30 miles, but in the middle apd 
fouthern parts, if we include the country beyond Jordan, it ts. 
more than three times that number, It is bounded on the 
eaft and fouth by Arabia, on the north by Lebanon, and on 
the weft by the Mediterranean fea. + ; 


Paleftine, fituated near the fouthern edge of the temperate 
Zone, is neither incomnioded by the intenfe heat of a vertical 
fun, nor the extreme cold of a polar fky. ‘The longeft day: 
there being about 14 hours, and the fhorteft about ten? it is 
in a great degree a ftranger to the great difference of fea— 
fons which we experience. ‘The air therefore is more falu- — 
brious, the foil more productive, and the inhabitants, more 
numerous. In the reign of David, when this country was 
-_rifing to the zenith of it’s glory, it contained 1,570,000 fight 
_ ing men, befides the tribes of Levi and Benjamin, the old 
men incapable of bearing arms, the women, children and — 
‘ftrangers. { And while the land fupported all it’s inhabi- 


* See the origin of this number, Gen. xxxii. 28. _ 


_. + The dimenfions of the Holy Land are’ ftated differently — 
by geographers: and when we confider how often it’s boun- 
daries have been altered, we need not wonder at the difference. 
Dr. Wells faid it extended from 31 te 34 degrees N. lat. and 
from 34 to 37 degrees E. lon. in the fouthern part: but in the 
northern oniy from 36% 35% to 97° 45” E. lon. Dr. Whitby 
fays it is 160 miles long, and 50 broad. Mr. Sandys ftates it 
at 140 miles in length and 50 in breadth—-(See Sandys Travels, 
probable, however, that Whitby and Sandys 
only intend the country between Jordan and the fea. | 
ug os Chron. xx}.5. ‘ From theaccounts we have of Judea 
_an the time of Titus, which are to be efteemed tolerably accu- 
rate, that country muft have contained four millions of inha- 
bitants: but at prefent there are not perhaps above three 
thoufand. If we go farther back into antiquity we fhall find 


the fame populoufne(s among the Philiftines, the Phenicians, 
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it was*able alfo td fapply the wants of other nations. For 
Solomon when building his magnificent temple gave annually 
to Hiram king of Tyre, in ‘exchange for cedars and firs, 
20,000 meafures of wheat, and 20 meaiures of pure oil.* O 
happy Canaan! emblem of the heavenly world, how fruitful 
thy mountains, how rich thy vailies! So numerous thy vines," 
that thy inhabitants might wafh their garments in wine, and 
their clothesim the bléod of grapes.t A land, whofe ftones’ 
were iron,and out of whofe hills they might dig brafs.- But 
ah how changed! How fallen! Where are'now thy popu- 
lous and ftrong cities which retarded the progrefs of conquer- 
ing kings? Blended in common ruin are their mafly walls | 
and fplendid palaces. Tyranny has broken down all! thy 
bulwarks. Rapine atid inddlence, fuperftition and infidelity, 
have ufurped thy moft facred edifices, and {pread ignorance 
devaitation overthy nioft fertile plains. 
_ If the-vieiffitudes of profperity and adverfity and the re- 
volutions of governments, deferve the confideration of chrif-: 
tians, and, by proving the inftability of earthly 


and in thé kingdoms of Samaria and Damafcus. It is true 
that fome writers, réefoning from what they fee in Europe, have 
called in queftion’ thefe facts; but the comparifons on which 
they build are erroneous: firft, becaufe the lands ef Afia, in’ 
general, are more fertile than thofe of Europe ; fecondly, becaufe 
a part of thefe lands are capable of being cultivated, and in fact | 
are cultivated, without lying fallow or requiring manure; — 
thirdly, becaufe the orientals confume he half lefs for their | 
fubfiftence than the inhabitants of the weftern world in gene-_ 
ral;.forall which reafons it appears, that a territory of lefs » 
extent may contain double and treble the population.” 
without appealing to the pofitive teflimony of hiftory, there 
are innumerable monuments which depofe in favour ofthe fact- 
The prodigious quantities of ruins difperfed over the plains and 
evenin the mountains, at this day deferted, prove they were | 
anciently better cultivated and confeguent!y much more popus 
lous than in our days.” (Volneys Travels, vol. 2d p. 366, 
967, 368.) So rational a defence of the authenticity of the 
icripture hiftory, by the great apoftle of infidelity himfelf, 
ought not.to be overlooked ; efpecially when we recollect that 
the author {pent the years 1783, 1784, and 1785, in thefe couns 
tries, with the exprefs delign of gaining an accurate know=-_ 
Jedge of their natural and political itate, d&c. 


* Kings, v, 10, Gen. xlix, 11.——t" Deut. viti-g 
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rend to Wean our affeétions from this bewitching world, con< 


template the land of Ifrael. View thé terrible deftruction 
of the Candanites; the cities blazing with fire; the delicate 


female ard the helplefs infant expi:ing together under thd 


hand of Divine vengeance. Behold, in following ages, con- 
{piracy déefeated by treachery, and the felf-created .monarch 


fall a to popular rage.* Obferve the dreadful effects 


of Divine indignation, againft the repeated, rebellions of bis 
chofén nation. How often did he bow their necks to the 
yoke of ‘thfulting tyrants, and lead his beloved captive into 
ftrange lands: and though the compaifion. of the» Shepherd 


of for’ 2 long time, {pared his repenting: people, yet 


their incorrigible ooftinacy, and determined | infidelity, pro- 
voked him at length utterly to expel them from the Holy 


Land, and’ difperfe them dmortg the heathen nations. Here — 


let us paufe atid confider a monient, the caufe of all thefe 
dreadfal édlathities. Sin, that enchanting forcerefs, who 


leads the’ thoughtlefs thoufands of mankind precipicate. on 


inévitable deftiuction, produced all this accumulated miferys 
Ie was becaufe the iniquity of the Canaanites was. fully that 
the Lord deftroved them before his people Tfrael it Was 
beeaufe his people Ifrael obeyed not the words of his lawy 
that he made, their plagués, and the plagues of ‘their feed; 
wonderful:{ and it was becaufe of unbelief that he at laft 
utterly caft them off.§ Let us take waraing, by thele 

awful indications of the hatr:d of God againft fin, and! 
avoid fatal fnares, feft we alfo likewife perith.| 

If battles and bloodfhed render a country famouss. none 
can équal the land of Canaan. | Torrents upon torrents» of; 
human blood have deluged thefe plains, from the earlieft. 
period to the prefent day. The firit battle reeorded. in 
either facred or profane ‘hiftory, was fought in the feuth-caft. 


-corner.of it, in the vale of Siddim.* Adonibezek; a king of _ 
the Canaanites had waged fo many wars, that he reckoned” 


threefcore and ten captive kings as the fruits of his con 
quefts.¢ Jofhua, the valiant leader of the armies of [frac], 
inthe courfe of a few years, almoft extirpated the whole? 
people of the Canaanites. “Che Syrians, Phitiitines, Baby- 


lonians, and other furrounding nations, made dreadful havoc 
in this land, in.inftances too numerous to mention. Inieftines 


commotions have, from time to time, de.trosed thoufands 


“Vor. Lil. “The 


Kings xvi, § Gen. xv. Deut. xxviii. 


53, Q.——-§ Ror. xi. 20, Luke Xill. 3: 5s Heb, iv, 4. 


* Gen, KiV. Judg. i, 7: 
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‘The Syro-Macedonian kings in the time of the Maccabees, _ 


and Herod the Great, affifted by the Romans, largely con- 
triguted to increafe the vait ftreams of human blood, 
which thefe fields had already drunk. Since our Saviour’s— 
humiliation, what abominations of défolation have dishgured 
this once beautiful land. One million, one hundred thoufand, 
fell a prey to the fword and famine in the-deftruction of 
 amsaith by Titus.* Upon the rebellion raifed by 

archochebas, under the Emperor Hadrian, {trong 
holds, and nine hundred and eighty-five towns were deftroyed, 
and five hundred and eizhty thoufand men flain.+ ee 
- The abfurd attempts of European princes to propagate 
Chriftianity by fire and fword, in thofe fatal expeditions, the, 
crufades, renewed the fcenes of flaughter and defolation ; | 


until the victories of Saladin terminated their wicked enter- 


prifes, and drove them out of the Holy Land. Recent oc- 
currences have recalled the attention of mankind to this in- 


' terefting fpot: and if the invafion of Egypt by Buonaparte, 


fhould prove the prelude to the battie of Armageddon,t we 


have reafon to expect that fcenes of carnage and blood ftill 
more horrible, will yet defolate this devoted country. 


Though the Land of Canaan be notorious for the horrors 


of war, yet it is ftill more juftly celebrated for glories of a 


milder and fuperior nature. Separated by the Almighty J 
from the other nations of the earth, not fo much by moun- 


- tains, feas, and defarts, as by diftinguifhing rites, and {trict 


Jaws and ordinances, it maintained for along time a delight- 
ful intercourfe with the fkies. “To this land the ambafladors 
of heaven were frequently difpatched with the meflages of 
peace. Here angels converfed with men, and here God 
revealed the counfels of his wifdom to his fervants the pro- 
phets. Here the glorious Shechinah, the vifible manifeftation 
of the divine prefénce, was granted to his worfhipping people. 
But all the difcoveries of preceding ages, al] the grandeur of 
Mofaic difpenfation, were. by the prefence of the 
Son of God, who, though the brightnefs of his Father’s 
lory, and the exprefs image of his perfon, condefcended to. 
Laourn in tats highly favoured land. If a country be famous 
for giving birth to a philofopher or poet, fure giving. birth 
t>a Saviour muft raife the glory of the Holy Land above 


Though 
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Thou h fctipture, and forbid us to one 
place holier than another, yet an attentive contemplation 
of the topography of the Holy Land, is naturally adapted 
to fuggeft ufeful information, ind infbire devotion. Can you 
 pafs by Mount Calvary, and not fhed a tear for the fufferings 
which your blefled Saviour underwent there, on your behalf? 
Can you in imagination accompany the wanderings. of the 
great Redeemer, behold the places where his mighty power _ 
was difplayed, where the man leapt like a hart, and 
the tongue of the dumb exulted in praife, and not feel 
a ftronger fenfe of the fovereignty and grace of that Im- 
manuel, whom we adore? Does not your heart burn within 
you atthe fight of Mount Tabor, and the river Jordon, 
where the concurring fkies confirm our faith in the qiviniky 
and miffion of God’s dear Son? © 
‘<The plan of this Effay forbids enlargement, but had I 
_ abilities and leifure it would be a pleating tafk, to introduce © 
the attentive reader to a more particular acquaintance with 
. the moft memorable places of the Holy Land, Should this, 
_ however, never be in my power, I hope this imperfagt 
Glance will ftimulate fome abler pen to open to us a more 
-diftinct and comprehenfive 
KERUX. 


Derby, Feb. 13, 1800. 


SCRAP IT. 


= Aéts xvii. 17. © Therefore difputed he in the fynagogue 
with’ the Jews, and with the devout perfons, and, in the 
market daily, with them that met with him.”’ 


THE reader will pleafe to note from the preceding 
Scrap, on verfe 16. p. 22. the. ftrong emotions that were — 
-_aifed in the apoftle’s breat on beholding the of the 
city. | 

Here we obferve the method which Paul took, to convince 
them if pofible, of their error.’ Not fines, prifons, tortures, 
anddeath: no; this was not in his: power, had it been his 
; he. ftood, as to himfelf, a feeble, unarmed: in- 


dividua No fecular arm to defend him ; but rather all 
againft 


In this tate, he begins, firft, to difpune with the Jews, and 
_ devout perfons in the fynagogue. 


And fecondly, in the public market, daily, with fuch as he 
met a there. 
Q2 Paul 
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J. Paul difputed, or reafoned with the Jews and devout 
perfons in the fynagogue. The fynagogue was a place er 
Route where the Jews ufually met to worfhip God, and to I 
read and expound the law and the prophecies. There were 
proper rulers or officers appointed for the fynagngue wor- _ 
fhip; yet this was not fo ftrict but that others might occa." 
fionally addrefs the people, Acts 3 So our Lord 
Jefus hrift caughtin 9 fynagogue in Galilce, suke iV. 14-20. 
which I requeit the feader very attentively to contult. Alfo 
Paul, in the fynagogue at Antioch, Acts xili, 14.. where, fee 
that wife and ftriking difcourfe delivered there; and the — 
very great advantage of hiftorical knowledge, éfpecially 
knowledge of facred hiftory. | 
' Buthere Paul ventures a ftep further, he does not feem to 
wait for an invitation, but perhaps intrudes himfelf upon them _. 
unfolicited, and then difputes or difcourfes with them, ref- 


pe“ting the truths of the sofpel, 


Paul engages with thefe in the fynagogue, where their mott 


‘able, learned and pious men may be {uppofed to affemble. 
fe did not make a feeble, daftardly attack on a few of 
the illiterate, in an ebfcure corner, but on the moft pious 
and learned of the people, in this learned city, and in’ the 
Jewith fynagogue too: fee, reader, the open, the bold, the 
noble methods which chriftianity takes to eftablith itfelf in 
the world. Ah! how lamentable, that fo good a caufe, in 
fuch good hands, and fo well managed, did uot immediately 
bear down all before it! But alas! alas! how fin blinds and 
ftupifies the human heart! 
All this did not fufiice, but he ventured, 

IL. To attack them, and expofe himfelf in their market 
too, and that daily. - Here he was liable to meet, with per- 
fons, of nearly ait the different clafles into which human 
nature is divided. ‘Fhe old and the young, ‘whofe rooted 
prejudices, or fiery zeal might make them objects of his 

_gnftruction. The rich and the poor, whofe fouls were in 

equal danger, and who all ftood in need of inftruction. The 

jearned andthe ignorant, who were alike carried away with 
the torrents of idolatry, and other errors, towards the boi- 

7 tomlefs and ever burning culf of perdition. The violent 
-and the gentle, who might menace déftruction from their 
“very Countenances, or jiften with child-like fimplicity and 
becoming attention, to what might follow from his zealous. 

heart, and fail from his inftructive lips. But what a man 

ought Paul to be, to engage in fo arduous a work as this, 
and thus voluntarily to lay himfclf open to all the infults 
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and fufferings which ignorance, prejudice, and ¢ruelty might 
caft upon him, of which he had been an eye-witnets, 
and to which he had beén fo keen an inftigator. But 
now he ftands forward with an ardent ~zeal, and facred 
boldnefs, encouraged, no doubt, by the fortitude: with — 
which he had feen the faints of God fuffer—invigorated 
by that firmnefs with which the gofpel of Chrift infpires 
thofe who experience it’s power— illuminated by the Holy 
‘Ghoft—and, ‘fired’ with love divine, to perifhing: finners 
he rufhes into the places of moft public refort, and the 
ftreets of Athens ring with founds unheard before,-evén 
the arguments for that divinely © attefted difpenfition of — 


B cas the gofpel of our glorious yet condefcending and 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
To . Editor of the General Baptift’ Magazine. 


On E. of Correfpondents, T. J. at-p. 617, vol. ii. 
of your Magazine, profefles a defire of an explication of 
1 Cor, ili, 12—15 inclufive, and particularly ver. 15. . The ¥ 
following pages contain, fomething, :with.the Divine blefiing, 
of an attempt to give the fenfe of thofe verfes: but, if, 
when you have read them, you fhall conclude them unfit, — 
you may throw them by among the rubbifh, If you approve 
the attempt as ¢ /erable, you are defired to iniert them as_ 
With all deference, your’s,, 
1. The ftate of the writer, and, efpecially, if he be in a_ 
dignified ftation, it is/generallv allowed, adds emphafis and 
force to ‘the writing.» ‘This’ remark fuggeéfted’ itfelf to my 
mind, from a foregoing verfe under my eye;---“ As a wile 
matter-builder, have laid the foundation, and “another man 
buildeth thereon; but let’ every man. take heed how he 
 _buildeth ‘This demands the atteation of all 
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chriftians, and efpecially of all miniffers. of the divine 
2. This foundation is (ver. 11.) the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
“ For other foundation can no man lay, than that is laid, 


which is Jefus Chrift.” This blefied, glorious perfonage © 


is the only Saviour of poor undone finners ; the only prop to 


bear up the otherwife defpairing mind, and to prevent the 
poor foul from finking into endlefs mifery ‘ no finner can try © 
any other with fafety, nor truft any other without harm. No 


preacher can exhibit another before his hearers, but at his 


| immediate peril, nor without difgrace to his facred office. In + 


fhort, none can lay another without direct oppofition to the 


‘fcheme of infinite wifdom, and a fhameful aftront to the God 


3. But in the verfes under confideration now, our apoftle 


is not direGting us about the foundation, nor the laying it; 


but about the /uperfirufture. In which he feems to fuppofe 
‘that we may lay Chrift for a foundation, when every thing, 
of doctrine and practice, may not be either honourable to God, 
or advantageous tous. I fay every thing of doétrine and 
praéitce, becaufe I can never fee any fufficient reafon to con- 


fine the fenfe of the yaflage to either the one or the 


| | 
| ) other. | 


4- Nor is there, I think, any impropriety in appbying this 


paflage to both minifters and private chriftians ; nor any ne- 


ceflity to apply it to miniflers only. It is certain the apoftle is — 


not addrefling minifters at all; for he is writing toa church; 


and to a church not very honourable for regular behaviour, 


and good church difcipline: but, in many refpects, in both 


-thefe, the contrary, Itis certain alfo, that, immediately after’ 


thefe verfes, he dire&tly addreffes the Corinthians, either as 
_ Individuals, or as a church: “ Know ye not that ye are the 
temple of God,” &¢. Whence, I think, -ve may fafely con- 
clude that the paflage has no private or particular interpreta- 
tion, but a general one. I think, further, that this remark 


will be confirmed by the extenfive latitude of the pronominal 


any, at the beginning of the paflage, “* Now, if any man, &c.”” 


| that is any preacher, in his preaching, in his creed, in his 


practice; any private chriflian, any of you believers in 


_ Qhrift at Corinth, or any believers in Chrift at any other 
place, “ build upon this foundation, gold, filver, precious 


ftones, wood, hay, ftubble; every man’s work thall be mad= 


—manifeft, &c.”’ 


5+ Gold, filver, and precious ftones,. will bear trying- 


They will lofe nothing of their real value, though tried in the 
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eft manner; yea, even in the fire. If any thing of 
| a quality, Rte to them, that, indeed, will not bear 2 
~ but will be confumed ; yet the real metal will remain both 
intire and pure. So will it be with thofe holy doétrines and 
holy practices of the believer. The holy doctrines are, in 
their quality, compounded of divine truth, and overlaid and 
with infallibility. Thefe holy practices areauthen- 
ticated with a thus faith the Lord, and have on them the 
S image and fuperfcription of the King of Glory, "The more 
they are rubbed or brufhea by fair, found, rational argument, 
by men, the more bright they will appear 5 or, if, by Deng 
carried in earthen veffe's, they may be a little more dim, 
really fullied in comparifon of thofe new ftruck off at. the 
gaint ; or if they are not really uniform in brightnefs to the doc- _ 
trines taught by Jmmanuel, and to his perfec morality, yet,” 
ftill they are current coin. ‘The gracious Judge and Refiner 
| will gently purge off the drofs ; but will preferve of the reft 
every tittle and every grain, and even the duft of the balance; 
) and will rather add to it, than diminifh any thing from it, 
Matt. xiii. 12. xxv. 29. Luke viii. 18. at | teal 
_ Before we make any more remarks directly on the paflage, 
it. ds, I think of great moment to oblerve, that we need not 
expect to find the moral meet in every point exactly with the. 
allegory, in {uch a fine, rhetorical paflage, as*this is. Our 
divinely infpired Author was a great mafter in rhetoric. 
This will be generally allowed. “his paflage is uncommonly - — 
fine, even whencompared with moft of Paul’s other writings. 
In his writings to the Corinthians, he has excelled what is — 
common, perhaps, what is at all, in his other writings, This 
might be defigned by Paul, and allowed and encouraged by 
the holy fpirit, tothe Corinthians, becaufe they were fo wile | 
and proud, in order to humblethem. But the paflage before 
uS now is, perhaps, among the fineft to this fine people. Con-— 
_ fequently, if common readers can come at the general fenfe, it 
willbe enqugh. It will not be prudent to be folicitous for 
_ anything morethanthat. | mick 
We now proceed to make a few more’ remarks on the re- 
maining part of the paflage; but ftill keeping the above cau- _ 
tion in vie We fhall endeavour to give the fenfe of the 
paflage, but not pretend to any thing more. 
The wood, hay, and ftubble, feem to intend, the infignifi. 
cant, wortblefs, and ufelefs parts of the work of a believer in 
Jefus : or, that u/ele/s Jumber, more generally, of both preaching 
and practice, which brings no-glory to God, by advancing and 
promoting his intereft in the world. It may, perhaps, be too 
delicate 


sERMONS AND ESSAYS. 


delicate to ifluftrate and exemplify this ; yet, as. pti fica. 
tion is the bett way of illuitration, we may be allowed to 
fpecify one or two fuppofable alts, and the reader ive eafily 
multiply many more. 

Suppofe, then, thatyin the fervice of God, thie: dive rule 
were negleéted, and the fancies of men, und hamaii tradition 
were followed, contrary to the plain word, or without it - 


Sfappofe, particularly, what is called the dapt’/m of infants, 


hold be attended to, and i: it be dntferipeurcd and antifcrip- 


be dotie, if God have not appointed it, if it be not of New 


"Teflament authority, all the labour is loft, no good ts done — 


to religion, no wages are due, and the reward for it all mutt 
be bf. Suppofe again the practice of organs, or other mufi- 
cal in chriftian worfhip. There might be much 
money expended, much time employed in learning to ufe the 
inftruments; much more in ufing them, and fometimes alfo 
rauch pains and ftrength, Now fuppofe they be not of New 
Teftament authority, but an innovation and addition, 


_ brought-in together with other parts of popery, then this is 

- among the combuftible rubbifh. Thofe who have laid out 
their “money never need expect intereft for it; thofe who 
have laboured ever fo hard, or ever fo long in ufing them, 


never need look for any fedard for their labour from God. 
Their work fhall be burnt, and they thal! fuffer lofs! 


The fame will apply to preaching, if the apoftle intend — 
preaching and practice both. It may be applie¢ to both 


the matrer and manner of preaching, ina great variety of in- 


ftances; aS unfcriptura! doctrines of all forts, and a ‘thethod 
and manner unfuitable to the facred work, unfuitable to the 
hearers, uoqualrhed, and fometimes unde by the preacher,’ 


~ toanfwer any everla{ting valuable purpofes for religion, or for 


the moral or fpiritual ftate of the hearers. The “reader will | 


apply this to particular cafes and ange were for himéelf ; only 


let hins, note two things by the way. 1. Not to ap ply if to” 


every unfuccefsful attempt of the pitsehe, becaufe a minifter 


may both deitgn well and labour well; his matter and method > 


may be both very good, and yet not fucceed as he-may defire. 
The Lord Jefus, ‘and our great mafter-builder, Paul, fome 
- times preached, and the heaiers contradiéted ‘and blafphemed. 
_ And fometimes therefore the caufe of unfuccefsfulnefs in 


preaching isin the hearers, ‘ The gofpel is preached, but it. 


does not profit, not being mixed with faith in them that hear 


i” xix. 4. ACts Heb. iv. Let the. 


reader 


tural, then it muft be reckoned among this combuiftible 
rubbifh. How much foever be done of it, by whomfoever it 


| 


| 


apoitle fpeaks here; the day tei 


Then the children of God thall 


apottle here, | it 4 
ble herefies, doctrines of devils, &c. as 2 Pet. it. 1. 1 Tim. 


iv. 14. becaufe, if the apoftle before us, intend preaching 
at all, it is evidently the preaching of thofe who do Jay Chriit 


for a foundation, as to their own. eternal fafety' But he 
- feems to have a very contrary idea of the preachers who - 
bring in damnable herefies and doctrines of devils. Thefe 
are among the falfe Chrifts, falfe prophets, falfe teachers, 
apoftates, belly- gods &c. but the other may be well-meaning 
men; who, fometimes, through a general unqualifiednefs for | 


the facred work, or, becaufe of fome particular ignorance, 
or from fome cther caufe, they have much- combuttible 
rubbith in their preaching. | 


2 The two Jaft cautionary remarks, are not’ only of . 


_ great importance, but will do a good deal towards explain- 
ing the rgth verfe. “ If any man’s work fhall. be burne, 
hin (elf fhall be faved; yet fo, 


he fhall fufter lofs; but he 
as by fire.” The apoftle, by faved, here, evidently means 


that complete and everlafting falvation, which fhall be the. 
everlafting portion of all believers in Jefus ; notwithftand~ — 
ing all their non-improvement of time and privileges, and — 
their lofs, their everlafting lofs, occafioned by their non- 
improvement, and the burning of their rubbith. 


3. That the apoftle, here, intends the fixing of the ftate 


of all men for ever feems evident, becaufe he {peaks of the 


day when this fhall be done in the fame manner, as he and 
other holy writers, in other places fpgak of the day of judg- 


ment, He {peaks of all in the future time. He fettles one 


point of the furure time, for the time of trial of the works, by 


_ the emphatical definitive phrafe, “ Far the day fhall declare it, 
-becaufe it fhall be revealed by fire.”” Itis weil known to 


the attentive readers of the New Teftament, that the holy 


writers, often connect with the day of judgment the definite | 


article the, or the demonttrative fhat, as Mal. iii. 17. Matt. 
Vil, 22. 24.26. 1 Theil iv. 2.2 Tim.i. 12..18. This they 


do, becaufe of the glorious and awful importance of thit tre- . 
mendous day, asif all other days were infignificant compared — 


with that day. , In this manner, and for the fame reafon, 


4. Atthe end of this world, at the day of judgment, 


Will reward every man according .to his works. ‘Thus 


he often docs through life, in fume degree, and in_feveral 
pects; but, then, he will do it in a more efpecial manner. 
rewarded for their gold, 
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reader ines on the other. hand, that it is not fuppofed the 
by wood, hay and ftubble, means thofe damna- 
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filver, and precious ftones; but for their wood, hay arid — 
itubble they fhall receive no reward. They fhall fuffer lofs 
for thefe. The lofs of all the precious time and labour © 
employed in fuch a mean manner, and the lofs of the re- 
~ ‘ward which they fhould have had, if they had been better | 
- employed. O may the alarming confideration of this, ftirup 
the children of God to more diligence und activity inthe | 
eaufe of God, andto be more active for his glorv ! 
|  -§. ‘The falvation of the perfon is however, aflerted ; he 
be faved. Thisis affected in the fame manner, and the 
_ fame words are ufed, as in other places where the facred 
writers aflert the’ falvation of believers. So, “ He that 
believeth and is baptized, fhall be faved.” . “ Believe on the 
| ‘Lord Jefus Chrift and thou fthalt be faved.”” To be faved | 
| -- means to be preferved, or delivered from mifery: to be 
: delivered from that which we feel and experience, and to  —_ 
| be preferved from that, to which we are expofed. And a 
complete and everlafting falvation means prefervation from 
| hell for ever. So it evidently means here, “If any man’s 
‘work fhall be burned, he fhall fuffer the lofs, but he 
himfelf fhall be faved.” The apoftle feems more pointed and 
decifive than common. No.doubt he confiders it, asevery {| 
terious man will do, a very important affair, It is awfully 
important! For on one hand, there are many, who expeét 
a reward for their human ‘traditions, and popifh inven- 
tions, when they muft have no reward, but lofs: and, on 
the other hand, there may be fome weak and ignorant, but ee 
fincere both minifters and others ; who, in fome trying cir- | 
cumftances, or when death approaches, and they look back, | 
examine, and fee how ufelefs their lives have been: how 
frequent their errors in judgment: how weak and un- 
ufeful their attempts: they fee much wood, hay and 
ftubble, but hardly any thing defirable or fhining. in fuch 
a feaion as this, and from fuch difcouraging views as thefe, 
it would be no wonder if fuch were tempted to defpair of 
falyation at Jaft! But to prevent this in regard to every be- 
liever in Jefus, how weak and ignorant fo-ever, how childifh | 
_ fo-ever in his practice and ideas, how ufelefs fo-ever in his 
_ dife, to religion and mankind, he fhall be faved: “ himfelf 
foall be faved.” Himfelf, {ays our apoftle, fhall be faved, 
to prevent his mind from defpair : imfelf thall be faved ; but 
_ net his rubbifh, fays the apoitle, to prevent all chriftians and 
- all preachers from indulging vain and unwarrantable ex- 
pectations ; and to teach us all the awful neceffity of keeping 
cloic to the eternal rule, in all we veneei in all we teach, 
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in all we do; and notto carry in our purfes, or to depofit in 

our cabinets, any thing but what will be owned by the 
udge of the vorld, as the ak a coin of his Majefty ! 
6. “But he himfelf thal’ be faved; yet fo as dy fire.” 


This is the end of our very fine paffage ; on which we remark 


very briefly. Here is a believer in Chrift, who, it is fup- 
pofed, has much combuttible rubbifh, perhaps but little elfe, 
only, he is built on Chrift. Itis very apparent, from a com- 


| *parifon of the divine rules of the New Teftament, with the 


practice, of profeflors, fome of whom, one would hope are 
believers in Chrift, that there will be many belieyers who 
will have but very little regular, genuine, practical holinefs ; 
by which God is glorified, religion ornamented, and mankind 
his beirig the cafe, anes will be a general con- 

s labours, as well as the 

notions and fentiments of fome, at the great day. This 
will be by the fire; but, whether by the general conflagra- 
tion, or by the flaming eyes of the eternal Judge, it is not 


. our bufinefs ‘vee tO examine ; perhaps, more probably, by 


the latter. ‘ For his eyes are as a flame of fire.” Rev. i, 


haga OB as by fire.” The fine figurative ftyle is conti- 


nued ; and the paflage ends ‘uncommonly fine, and terribly 
rand! The idea is evidently borrowed from the ftate and 


method of a man, ina houfe on fire: his gaods confumed, he 


flies away ashe can. By fire, that is, the raging of the fire, — 

in his burning houfe, drives him away to fhelter where he 

can: fo that he is faved by the fire. Something like this will 

be the cafe with fome believers t the great day ; for though — 

they have much of their fuff that will be confumed, yet they 

fhall find mercy with the Lord then! 
Feb. 8, 1800. | 


A sasiatedbs poi A YOUNG PROFESSGR OF CHRIST, 
- TO HIS FRIENDS IN THE. LORD. 


IT is, I believe, my young friends brethren, in the 
Lord Jefus Chriit, a lamentable confideration to the pious 


and ingenuous mind, a difhonour to our God, and that blefled 


caufe of our Redeemer, in which we are embarked, and 
hurtful to our own foul’s peace, that fo much carnality and 
indifference is obfervable in us; and fuch a conformity to 
this prefent evil world, manifefted by us. O that we all 
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who name the. Name, and profefs the | religion of Jefus 


 Chriit, may depart from iniquity ; neither be conformed to | 
‘this world: but rather may we be transformed by the renew- 
ng of our minds, that we may prove what is that good,. 
a 


acceptable, and perfeét will of God. What a {weet and 


gentle admonition is this; be not conformed to this — 
world,” that is, fhape not yourfelves into the likencfs of the - 
fathions of this world, neither comply with the folicitations — 
of it’s degénerate croud, whofe aim, yea, and whofe game 


alfo it is, to draw you afide from the path of duty, and lead 


your fouls aftray from your God. Youth, we daily expe- 


rience, is expofed to many temptations, and jis liable to 


many defeéts. But what faith David, that envinent faint of 
‘God? * Wherewithal thal] a young man cleanfe his way ? 
By taking heed thereto according te thy word >’ and again, 


he faith, * Thy word is as a lamp unto my feet, and a light 


unto my path.” Letus endeavour then to treafure up this 


precious word of God in our hearts, that we may not fin 
againft him: for we know by unhappy experience, that 
when our fouls are barren of the word of God, the love of 
God in a meafure Is; gone, and the avenues of our fenfes 


Tie open to every infinuation of our fpiritual enemy. We 
_ had need to be (my young friends) on our watch tower 


continually, to obferve the motion of every furrounding 


foe. We have many enemies to encounter; but there arc 
_ three in particular, who are announced the three grand 
enemies of the chriftian foul, namely, the world, the fiefh, 


and the devil. The world is ever alluring, and enticing 


us to partake of it’s dainties, and promifing us much hap- 


inefs in the purfuit-of it’s pleafures. Butah! where is it? 


n what doth it confift? Have we not already proved it’s 
promiies to be mere phantoms, and it’s pleafures al! delufion ? 


O then, letus hearken to the counfel of our God, and lend | 
as a willing ear and an obedient ear, to the directions of our 


Redeemer; which cavtion us againft being friends, ‘ox 


lovers of the world. The fleth alfo is another grand enemy — 


of the foul; and methinks, a far worfe than the former ; 
for one villian in the houfe may do more mifchief than twenty 
out of doors. The fiefh is like an enemy within; and if 
not narrowly . watched, will certainly get the sdvantnee. 


| 


It is ever lufting againft the fpirit ; and if not held in by 


the reins of Brace, will lead us into fins perhaps of the 
blackeft die. hen let us not yieid to the flefh, to fulfil the 
defires thereof. But O let us often be at the throne of 


grace for affiftance, that we may through grace, and the fpirit 


of 
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ef life in Chrift Jefus, given unto us, be enabled to woe rf 
the deeds of the. body, and deny. thofe youthful luitts which: 
war againft the foul. Let us lay alide every weight, 
the fin which doth fo eafily befet us, and let us run ‘wich 
atience the race that is fet before us, looking unto Jefus 


the author and finifher of our 
was fet before him, endured t 
and is fat down at tne right han 


ferve his condu& in ail his tr 


ings, and fee with what patience and refiznation he bore them 


faicn ; who, for the joy that 
he crofs, defpifing the fhame, 
¢ of the throne of God.” Lee 


us not only take a tranfient view of him, but fteadily ob-* 


ials, temptations, and fuffer- 


all; and let us endeavour to’copy after his example. But — 
the devil.alfo is another im=lacable of our deuls. O. 
how fhall we, who have had but thort expérience, and, are 
fo little fkilled in the art of war, elcape the rage and. the 


paw of that wily adverfary, who goe8 about like a roaring 


lion, feeking waom he may devour © let us take to our- 
felves the fhic!d of faith, yea, let us put om the whole armour 


of God, that we may be able 
that infernal foe: for who kn 


o ftand againft the wiles of 


ws the itratagems he makes 


ufe of, in order to feduce the fouls of the young, and enfniare 


their unwary feet? efpecially 


fervice, and entered the lifts 
friends, let us endeavour alway 
and fortrefs 

ler; he,and he alone, is able 


, and he will deliver us from the fnare of thé fow- | 
| to difappoint all the diabolical | 
Ichemes of that fubtle adverfary. Truft then in the Lord 


thofe who have quitted his | 
againft him? O my young 
nake the Lord our refuge 


for ever, for in the Lord Jehovah is everlafting ftretgth. 
Let us alfo walk in him, rooted and built up in him, that — 
we may be more and more eftablifhed in the faith wherein 
we have been taught, abounding therein with thankfgiving. | 
And let us alfo endeavour to walk more worthy of that _ 


vocation to which we are called, that we may adorn the ap 


coctrine of our bleifed Lord and Saviour in all things. Let 


the peace of God rule in y 
Chrift dwell in you richly, 


our hearts, and the .word of | 
in all ,wifdom and fpiritual 


| 


underftanding ; teaching admonithing one ahother 


pialms, and hymns, and fpiritu 


fongs, finging with gracein 


your hearts to the Lord; and walk in wifdom towards them 
that are without, redeeming the time becaufe the days are 
evil. Let your fpeech be always with grace fealoned with | 
falt, that it may adminifter grace to the hearer, and that ye 


may knowhow you ought to ay 
my young friends, let us give 
our walk and converfation in 


wer every man. If poilible, 
no offence to any, but order 
all things, as becometh the 


| 


gofpel 


| 
| 
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- gofpel of Chrift; in fo doing we fhall be enabled to fight the 
good fight of faith, and to lay hold on eternal life ; and to be 
valiant for the truth upon the earth. And fhould our time 
here be fhort, or long, with final perfeverance, we fhall 
bring much glory to the name of the Captain of our falvation. 
And, oh! what will then be our reward? a crown of righte- - 
oufnefs that fadeth not away, and a kingdom of immortality 
and confummate felicity. O what an inducement, my friends, — 


to perfevere may the Lord enable us, 
the fincere prayer of your brotherin love, 
| Your companion and friend, to tbe regions above. 
To the Editor of the Gencral Baptif?, Magazine, — 
» 
I HAVE two favours to requelt of you concerning prayer,. 
if you think well to give your opinion of them: one is, 
whether our Lord Jefus Chrift wifhed for all thofe who 
worfhipped God, to fall on their knees when they are engaged 
in prayer in publicworfhip? 
The other is, if ftanding be fcriptural in that folemn part 
of worfhip; particularly in public, have any congregation, or 


any individual, any juft ground from the Fi for turning 


| 


| | 


| 
le 
| 


their backs on their minifter? | 

If there be no Scripture for that form, would it not be 
better and more pleafing to the Moft High if his people would 
quite refrain from that pra@tice? I nye le it has grieved 
me feveral times when I have been where this mode has been 
ufed. Therefore, I hope, you will fay fomething on hee 
fubjedt, and you will muchoblige, ag 2 

| A. Ze 

| 


Lothe Editor of the General Baptif? Magazine. 

IN Luke xi. 2. our Lord when he is inftruéting his 
difciples how to pray, bids them fay what is commonly called 
the Lord’s prayer. If you or fome of your correfpondents 

will give your thoughts on that fubject, it will be very accep- 
table to a reader of your valuable Magazine, which I am 
defirous to know: did our Lord intend that his difciples 
fhould always ufe this prayer, or was it only intended that 
they fhould pray after that manner, as feems to be hinted, 
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To the Editor of the General Baptif{ Magazine, 


YOUR correfpondent J. T. has, I confefs, given me great" 
fatisfaGtion with refpect to fanétification, when we are fanc- 
tified, and our freedom from inbred corruption. — Yet I oes 
he will excisfe me if 1 requeft him to give his thoughts on the — 
perfeétion mentioned in Scripture when applied to believers in 
| Chriit. | I with he would condefcend to explain that, and tL 
| would put my queries in the fame order as before, viz. What 
aa is meant by perfection, — are believers perfect, and if * 
| perfect in this life, do they, in that ftate, always feel. their 
minds alive to God, and their evidence bright for eternal 
glory?——An anfwer to the above will be very thankfully re- 


ceived by a reader of your Magazine, 
To the Editor of the General Baptif? Magazine. 
SiR, 


| 

: As I was one day taking a retrofpective view over your Maga_ 
| gine, paw No. xxii. page 413, a query from your cor- 
 refpondenc T. J. which I thought deferved fome attention. 

It was the following feeming oppofitions in Scripture, viz. _ 
Heb. chap. i. ver. 8. and the firit of the Corinthians, chap. 
ver. 24. and alfo ver. 28.—T be following endeavour 
: to reconcile the feeming oppofitions is at your fervices 


‘ig IT would be highly impious to imagine that the Almighty, 
| who is immutable, fhould ever contradi& himfelf. No, we 
| -muft attribute thofe apparent clafhipgs to our own ftupidity, 
and-our not difcerning aright. 


f In the above chapter to the Hebrews, the Father xldrefles 

the Son as to his godhead, in which he is equal to the Father, 
from alleternity, “for by him (in trinity ana unity) were the — 
worlds made.” But in the xvth of the Corinthians, ver. 24 

and 28. Paul fpeaks of Chrift as being joined t6 our nature,-in 
which he is inferior to the Father, and fubject unto him, that 
God may be all in all; who, with the Son and holy Spirit, 
will ever remain. All goodnefs, all loving kindnefs, all 
mercy, and all power are in himysto fave all thofe who come . 
unto him, from the wiles cf Satan, and.from the fuggeftions 
ef our own deceitful hearts ; which, without the interpofition 
of the fpirit igdefperately wicked above all ings. 


é 
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To the Editor of the General Baptifi Megezine. 


SIR, 
-LTHINE there is too. indifference, or too little re. 
paid by your learned correfpondents to thofe of aninfe- 
Capacity, who have wanted information on difficult pal- 
of holy writ, which have ftood long unnoticed in your 
inc; but perhaps to fome they may appear plain, and 
‘need no illuftration; yet if thofe that fent them had under- 
ftood them, they would not have been in your Mifcellany. oe 
‘Therefore I hope, brethren, you who are able, and have B 
ability, will exert yourfelves in the promotion of truth and | 
ners among your ignorant friends, one of which i is ioe 
humble fervant, 


| | 
| I. E. 


To the Editor of the General 


Sir, 
you think the extract of a letter a pious 


woman be worthy of a place in your Magazine, the infer- 
tion of at, when convenient, will oblige 


A Constant READER. 
DEAR SIR, 

I RECELVED your kind letter, with the minutes of the 
Affeciation at Halifa ax, in Yorkfhire, for which I beg you el 
will accept my thanks. With refpeé tothe minutes, ] have to ail 
obferve, that Mr. D. Taylor’ S leteer to the churches, on the 

- —_ evidences of regeneration, pleafed me much. But there | ote eS 
~ feems a general complaint of the want of the true spirit and 
_ power of religion amongit the churches, which is, as you ob- 
ferve, too prevalent every where. I thank you for your 
kind caution with refpect to myfelf, itis highly neceflary, for | 
 wecannot too carefully watch over our deceitful hearts, that 
- are fo apt to be taken with the things of time, inftead of thofe 
ofeternity. It is, indeed, my defire and prayer that the holy — 
- fpirit may work in me both to will and to do that which is 
" night, for of myfelf I can do nothing. 
“Phe Lord is great, and of great goodnefs ; and {pares 
when we deferve punifhment: otherwife I fhould have long 
fince been cut off for my tranfgreffions, and the little pro- 
-grefs I have made in the life, all the 
advantages I enjoy. 
It ismy prayer, that be daily made more fenfible 
ef my own pete i and of the riches which are treafured 
up 


* 
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up in Jefas for all poor needy faners. A fenfe and fight 
of what he has done and fuffered, encourages,me ta hope, that 


he will not deny thofe who feck him, any thing, which js 
good for them. . What a. mere 


it is, that we are not come 
manded to work out our own falvation, without . the pro- 
mife, that God will work in.us both to will and to do of his 

And his blefled word informs us, that he willeth all men to 


be faved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth; there- 


fore we fhall be without excufe, if we neglect to. feek him © 


whilft he may be fouiid:: May the Lord. fhed. abroad his 
Jove more and more into your heart, and give you itrength — 


both of body and mind, to enable you to perform the arduous | 
and important undertaking you are engaged in!" 


gas 
So prays your obliged friend, &c. 


London, Nov. 30, 1798. 


4 
i HERE are indeed, many contemplations and meditations, 
in which a devout mind feels wonderful fatisfaétion; but 
never can it attain to that fweet eet | and delight, as 


when it meditates alone, on the love of it’s beloved Lord and © 
Saviour ; and contemplates thofe pure joys which flow from — 


God’s right hand. How tranfporting are thofe fecret plea- 
fures which overflow the hearts of the Lord’s beloved, who 


love, and feek, and defire to know nothing but Thee, their 
Only treafure! Happy are they who havé no other hope: 
happy, whofe conftant employment is praying to, and con-, 


- verling with thee : happy, whofe folitude ‘is fpent in awful 


filence,*and heavenly raptures, and conftant watchfulnefs over 
themfelves: happy, who even, while in this frail body, an- 
ticipate, fo far as their condition will allow, the ineffable 
fweetnefs of their future glory !_ While our thoughts are 
occupied with fuch meditations, and poflefled of that happy 


frame of mind which they undoubtedly will excite, -we are 


ready to ¢ry out with -rapture in the language of holy 


David, “ My foul thirfteth for God, the living God, when > 
1 come and appear before God.” Pfal. xlii. 2. foun- 
tain of life, when fhall I approach thee, when fhill 1 hav, 

“travel_ 


Vou. lil. 
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‘travelled through this dfy, and defolate wildernefs, in which 


‘there is no way; that my foul may be fatished with the 
plenteoufnefs of thy mercy? Behold, O Lord, I thirft, thou 
art the fweet well of life; O queiich my thirft, yea, after 
the “ living God do [ thirft,” O fuffer me to drink of thy 
pleafure, and haften that av of praife and thankfgiving ; 
that day which thou, O Lord, 


“fentence, “enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” O 
blefled ftate; O kingdom everlafting, where the fouls of the 


faints are in peace and felicity, where “eternal rejoicing is~ 


upon every head, and forrow and fighing flee.awzy.”’  [fa. 
- xxxv. 10. Where they reign with thee their bcioved Lord, 
and “ deck themfelves with light as with a garment.”’ Pfal. 
civ. 2. And thou makeft them glad with the joy of thy 
countenance. Pfal. xxi. g1. Their beauty is ever bloom- 
ing, and they flourifh in immortal youth; their pleafures 
~ have no abatement, their love is ever fervent; for thou O 
Lord, art their. all in all, their fole, their chief, their perfect 

ood: every foul is enraptured with the contemplation of 
God, and paft all apprehenfion of being ever deprived of 


his beatific prefence ! O blifs inexpreffible, to fee the glorified — 


faints, to be with them, to be one of them !—to fee God as 
he is, and to poflefs him for ever and ever—O what ineffable 
blifs ! What glowing jn my breaft is this which I feel ? What 
light, that darts it’s rays into my fou]? I find my mind begins 
to foar, the load of mortality and mifery grows lighter, and all 


_ the tumult of worldly care$ and troubles are hufhed into filence 


and profound tranquillity. A peaceable calm compofes all 
my thoughts. I feel glow, my mind ravifhed with 
extacies of pleafure, an my eager foul lenging for invifible 


joys. Ovthat J had wings like aneagle! O that my towering 


flight might never be obitruéted, that | might never reft, till 


4 I had mounted up to the glories of thy rele.” habitation, 


“and to the place where thine honour dwelleth.” Pfal. xxvi. 
8. Fain would I expatiate upon this delightful theme, and 
even now, anticipate the joys of thy glorious prefence. Here 
will I dwell, for I have unfpeakable delight ater Upon 


this let me fix my eyes, my heart, my ftudies ; to this let.me 


direct all my delires, and conform all my difpofitions: this 
fubject let me {peak and hear of csetbngally, Let it be my 
entertainment in converfation;; and let my private hours be 
fpent in meditating upon it. O when fhall [ be tranflated 


into thy beauteous palace, and hear “ the voice of joy and 


| 


falva- 


, haft made, that I may rejoice 
‘and be glad init. Pfal. cxviii. 22. Ovglorious day! whofe 
fun never declines, in which I {hall hear that i 
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falvation in the dwellings of ther ghteous Pfal. 
© happy fouls, returning from their toilfome pilgrimage to 
the excéllence of the beauty, and {plendour and Majefty of 
thy courts. Thrice happy thofe combatants, who have re- 
ceived that crown of glory, which they endured the fight of 
various afli@tions. to.obtain, and are now tranflated from fhort 
tribulations to endlefS triumphs.!—Happy they, beyond. all. 

expreffion, who are in quiet pofleffion of , the glory which 
fadeth not away. There they meet with all they can with, 
and reft fecure from all they can fear; free from the ene- 
my’s aflault ; free from the tempters feducing infinuations 3 
brought to fecurity and, reft, and peace; bleffed with the ra 
vifhing vifion of the Deity for ever: O joy moft exquilite, 
moft excellent, moft comprehenfive; above which,-in com-._ 
parifon of which, befide which, there is no joy... O when 
fhall I enter into that celeftial paradife, Let me lament my 
prefent mifery day and night, and find no fatisfying comfort 
till lam admitted to behold my beft beloved. —When, fhall 
{ee him, whom my foul thirfteth after? When fhall I “fee 
him in the land of the living.’” Lord, may my foul, of the 
wings of contemplation, now foar,up to thee: and becaufe on 
‘account of my frailty, without thee I cannot. but fall; fup- 
port my foul, that it fink not into the bottom of this dark — 
vale of fenfe: let not any interpofition of the earth eclipfe the — 
fun of righteoufnels, and obftruct the influence of his refrefh- 
ing beams; butlet his light direct, and his cherifhing heat 

warm my frozen heart, in my profpects and purfuits of high 

and heavenly things. For, from this inftant, I defire to bend 

thy courfe to the joys of eternal peace, and ieaving the clouds 

and ftorms of thefe lower regions of the air; to afpire to the 
quiet and ferene, the bright and blifsful manfions of eternal, 
light above, Leave then my foul, the world; with all it’s 

noife and tumult, and haften to the place where fweereft and 
moft profound peace reigns undifturbed: here poffefs thy- 

felf in quictnefs, and filently pafs over ali created objects to fix 
en God; there, in her great Creator, let her eyes of faith, — 
her defires, her hopes and thoughts, immoveably reit; and no 
object ever divert, none entertai her; but her true and chief 
good. Jefus! in thy deat arms I delight to live; andin them * 
i defire ta die: in thy dear arms L ¢dn lay me down and fleep 
fecurely ; thefe are my defence and the fupport of my foul in. 
any temptation that affaults, in any affliction that befalls me. 
{t was love that wounded ‘him for our tranfgreflion: incom. 
prebenfible, unexampled love, that made his toul heavy to the 
¥cath, and poured out his sya. blood upon the crofs. Th 
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MEDITATIONS. 


that death of hisis all'my hope ‘and truft. I plead no other 


merit, F afk no other refuge ; this is my health, my life, nay, 


_ my fecond and better life, my refurretion frons the dead. a 
But, fhali P-with aeold indifference, behold the fuffering 


Son of God? -O furély no! Let my head be a fountain of 


waters, and my téars fwell into a flood: O let me weep 


over this wonderful Man; let mebear a part in all his for- 


rows. ‘Turn thine eyes, Omy foul, and let this obje€t now 
before thee call up at once thy wonder and compafiion. For 
what will move thy tendereft pity, what, thy aftonifhment, | 


if thou art infenfible upon this amazing theme? Thy Lord 


and Saviour, thy beit and deareft- friend extended on the 
_ erofs, his hends and feet nuiled to the curfed tree, his limbs 
|. diftorted with anguifly; mocked inthe very agonies of death 


with a bitter portion, his fpirits exhaufted with pain ; and to 


fhew that the malice and infolence of his bloody perfecutors: 
_ didnot expire even with his life, his fides in barbarous wan- 
 tonnefs pierced with a fpear after death. See how the blood 


gufhes out fom his wounds ! His’ head, his hands, his feet, 


his fide ;—-all fending out their purple ftreams. And in his 
_ tmoft excruciating torture what were his words? “ Father, 
forgive them, for they know'nét what they do.” O patience 


invincible! O love unmeafurable!. Never was fuch an -in« 
ftance of meek futfering, never fo unwearied a love of enemies, 
never fo kind‘an intercefiion for pardon, fince the world began. 


~~ Remember this, W's foul, and, when thou findeft thyfelf apt to 


be out of temper, for the affronts or wrongs thou fuftaineft, 


then tell thyfelf, that he who gave thee command to “love 
thy enemies, and pray for them that defpitefully ufe thee,” did 
alfo leave thee an example of doing it, ina cafe to which thine. 


can never be parallel. | | 


| 


days journey to the fouth*of Nablous, in fale 


lowing thé courfe of the mountains, which at every ftep 
become more barren and rocky, we arrive at a town, which 


dike many others already mentioned, prefents a {triking ex- 
ampl¢ of the viciflitude of human, affairs: when we behold 


it’s walls levelled, it’s ditches fiiled'up, and all it’s buildings 
embarraffed with ritins, we. fearcely can believe we view that 


| celebrated metropolis, which, formerly, withftood the efforts 


of,the, moft powerful empires, and for a time, refifted the 


arias of Rome herfelf; though by a whimfical change of 
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fortune, it’s ruins now receives ber homage and reverence > 
im a word, we with difficulty recognize Jerufalem. Still 
more are we aftonifhed at it’s ancient greatnels, when we 
confider it’s fituation, and a rugged foil, deftitute of water, 
and furrounded by dry channels of turrets and fteep heights« 
_. Remote from every great road, it feems neither to have been 
calculated for a confiderable mart of commerce, nor the centre 
of a great confumption. [It overcame however every obita- 
cle, and may be adduced as a proof of what popular opinions 
may effect in the hands of an able legiflature, or when favoured 
. by happy circumftances.. The fame opinions ftill preferveto — 
_ this city it’s feeble exiftence. The renown, of it’s miracles” 
perpetuated in the eaft, invites and retains a confiderable num- 
ber of inhabitants within it’s walls. Mahometans, Chriftians, 
Jews, without diftinGtion of fects, all make it.a point of rele 
Lo’ gion to fee, or to have feen what they denominate:the noble 
andholycity. ‘To judge from the refpeét the inhabitants 
_ profefs for the facred places it contains, we fhould be ready 
) to imagine there is not in the world a more devout people ; 
but this has not prevented them from acquiring, and well de- 
| ferving, the reputation of the vileft people in Syria, without 
exceptmg thofe even of Damafcus. Their numbers is iup- 
pofed to amount totwelve or fourteen thoufand. 


Volney’s Travels, vol. ii. page 302. 


| HINTS respec TING THE BAPTISTS. 


] N the year 1620, the Baptiits prefented anhumble fupplication — 
to king James, the parliament then fitting; wherein they firit 
acknowledge their obligation, by virtue of adivine command, 
to pray for kins, and all that are in authority; and appeal} 
to God that it was their conftant practice fo todo. They fet 
forth, that their mjferies were not only the taking away of 
their goods, but alfo long and lingering imprifonments for 
many years, in divers counties in England, in which many — 
have died, leaving their widows and feveral {mall children be- 
hind them, and alt becaufe they dared not join infuch worfhip _ 
as they did not believe to be according tothe willofGod. = 

They challenge their enemies to accufe them of ‘any dif. 
loyalty to his majefty, or of doing any injury to their neich- 
bours ; and declare their readinefs to be obedient to al] the 
_ laws that were or fhould be made for the prefervation of his 
sf tnajeity’s perfon, and {ecurity of his government in all civil 
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and temporal things: but that further than this they could _ 

«mot go, ufe God was the lord of mens cenfciences, and 

only law-giver in matters of religion. 7 
That iF they were in error, thefe cruel pidccedings did no. 

sways become the charity and gopdnefs of the chriftian 

_ but were the marks of antichrift, for what they themiclves 

That fuch methods might indeed tempt men to bende hy- 

pocrites; but that it was not in their power tocommand be- 

lief. orcompel theheart.. - 
And therefore they humbly befeech his majefty, his nobles 

and parliament, to confider their cafe, and that according to 7 

the direction of God’s word, they would ‘ let the ne and | 


- tares grow together in the world, until the harveit.’ ; 
"To this they fubjoin ten fhort chapters; wherein they en- 
_ deavour to prove, that the facred Scriptures are the rule of our 


faith, and not any church, council, or potentate aie | 
That the moft necefflary doétrines therein contained are 


 fafficiently plain, fo that every one that fearches witha fincere 

‘That the knowledge of God’s will, and pra@tice of true re- | 

has commonly been found among thofe thathavebeen | 

_ poor and defpifed in this world, while the ‘great and learned | | 

_ have been in error, and the chief perfecutors Loth of the 
truth and its profeffors: 

That to perfecute men for their confcience fake, is contrary 

to the law of Chrift, as well as to feveral declarations that had 

_ been made by the king’s majefty, and other famous princes : rae 

_ That both ancient and modern writers, both Proteftants ak 

_and Papifts, do condemn it as a great iniquity; and that to | 
grant men liberty-in matters of religion, can be no prejudice 


any commonwealth, neither does it deprive princes 


power given them of God. ane 
_ And then they conclude the whole with prayer for the 
king’s majefty, ‘a his royal highneis the prince, and the ho- 
-nourable alfembly of parliament; calling God, the fearcher of 
all hearts to witnefs, that they were loyal fut jects to his ma- 
_ jefty, not for fear only, but for confcience fake ; fubiciibing, 
themielves, thole who are unjuitly called ‘Anabaptiits. 


(To be continued. 
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On January 16, 1800, died, Mrs. Elizabeth Traman, 
‘of Sawley, in Derbyfhire, aged 77. For many years fhe 


was a profeflor of the religion of fefus Cbrift, and a refpect- 
able member of a General Baptift Church. Her chriftian life 
was accompanied with thofe virtuous fruits which evidence 
true converfion, and prove that the Gofpel of Chrift was 
from heaven, and not of men;, and that this fyftem of truth 
is capable of producing thofe happy effects, which. the con- 


-jetures and maxims of heathenifm could never furnifh, and 


to which the dciftical philofophers of modern times are entire 
ftrangers, She proved her love to God by efteeming his __ 
counfels, and obeying his laws; her attachment to Ths 
Chrift was manifefted by hearing his voice, and following. 


him as her kind Shepherd; while the faints; the excellent of 


the earth, fhared in her. affectionate regard, and enjoyed her 


various affiftance. , In fine, though I am no friend to pompous 
eulogiums, I think it is but juitice to fay, fhe was a good wife, — 


a tender mother, a kind benefactrefs, and an upright chriffian. 
Neverthelefs, her pilgrimage was not a fcene of uninterrupted 
tranquillity and joy: it pleafed her heavenly Father, for many 
years, in different degrees, to perinit her to feel the preffure of 
dejection, or lownefs of fpirit: hence, fhe was frequentl 

mourning, her joys were diminished, her evidences sbfeured, 


and her profpects uncomfortable ; both worlds covered with 


But at times, from amidift thefe mifts and clouds, the rays of 


the fun of righteoufnefs fhone with brightnefs, and fhe could 


triumph in Chrift crucified, and exult in the profpeét of ever- 


In fome fefpects fhe was highly favoured in her declining 
days, her body and mind gradually going down by almoft im- 
perceptible degrees, and fhe left the world without feelin 


thofe pangs of difeafe which nature dreads, and which have 
been the bitter portion of many eminent faints: 


Surviving friends will find a fruitful fource of comfort in 
reflecting, that fhe is taken fiom thc evil to come, that fhe has 
weathered all. the ftorms of mortal life, and gained the peace- 


ful fhotes of eternity ; and is ie amongft thofe bleifed ics 


who died in the Lord. | Sie. 

Died January 1, 1800, William Miller, of Eaft Leake, in 
the county of Nottingham, in the Sth’ year of his age, and 
was interred in the fame village, in the General Baptift’s 
burying-ground. He 
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He lived to witnefs a numerous progeny, confifting of 
ninety-fix children, grand-children, and great-grand-children.. 


He was blefled with a remarkable good {tate of health until 
about half 2 year before his death. ‘he diforder with which 
he was attacked, feniibly affected him a few weeks, and when 
it fubfided, left him very weak, fo that ever afterwards he was 
confined ‘to bis bed, nearly as he!lplefs as a child. His bodily 


mental faculties-appeared to ftand firm againft the efforts 
of old age: for, at the very advanced age of ninety years, he | 
worked at his trade (fhoemaker) without the affiflaice of 


glafles, and at ninety-four he would read his Bible without 


. any fuch help. His eldett fon is of the fame branch of bufinefs, 
and formerly laboured with his father: and, it mufthave been | 
very Curious to fee tlie old and venerable father executing his — 


calling, unafliiled by glafles, while the fon, by wearing them, 
afflumed the appearance of decriped old age. He occupied a 


little land, the produce of which he himfelf reaped in the years” 


1797 and 98. . 


He was an honourable member of the Baptift Church at 
Leak forty-two years, during which time his life as a man, 


anda chriftian, was irreproachable. He was avery regular — 
and fteady attender upon public worfhip, being very exact as 
to time, and was frequently the firft perfon. If he were too 


foon he would often {pend his time in finging the Pilgrim’s 


Hymn, of which he was very fond; and as foon as the minifter_ 
and two others were come, if the minifter was not very exa& 


a con- 


in beginning at the time, he would fay, “ come here 
gregation, let us begin.” 


It is much to be wifhed that we could boaft of many more | 


of this defcription, and hope bis example will be a reproof to 


our fupinenef$ and floth, 
_ * When we reflect upon his exemplary life, and his firm faith 


in the Son of God, which he appeared to retain to the laft, at 


leaft fo long as he was fenfible, we have no reafon to doubt | 
ept in peace, and that he has had an abundant en- | 


his having 
trance adminiftered unto him, into the everlafting kingdom of 


| 


our Lordand Saviour Jefus Chrift, “ where he is now before — 
the throne of God; and ferves him day and night in his 


temple: he that fitteth upon the throne fhall, dwell with him; 
he fhall hunger no more, neither fhall he thirft, neither fhall 
the fun light on him, norany heat. For the Lamb, who is 
in the midit of the throne fhall feed him, and fhall lead him to 
living fountains of water; and God fhall wipe away all tears 


from his eyes.” Rev. vil. 11—17. 
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ORITUARY: 129 
ofthe General Baplift Magazine. 


To the Editor 


| 


Rev. Sir, 

PERHAPS you can recolleét that Elizabeth Henfon, of 

i Kegworth, was at your fchoot in Yorkthire, about twenty — 
years ago, with my brother, John of Melborn.—Some 
time after her return I marriéd her, and fhe has beena faithful . 

| 

| 


companion to me upwards of fixfeen years. On December 
19, 1799, of an afthmatic decline, the gently fell afleep to 
awaken no more till the great refurrection. 
She went truly refigned, in full expéctation of fhortly fee. 
ing face to face her dear friends and acquaintanee, who died 
inthe faith, and Jefus, her dear Saviour, in whom fhe placed 
her whole dependance for eternal falvation. Her funeral | 
Ss - fermon was preached by Mr. Whitaker, of Melbourn, ‘from | 
the following words, which fhe chofe and requefted to be — 
improved on the folemn occafion, 1 Peter i, 24, 25+ & For 
all flefh is as grafs, and all the glory of manas the flowers of 
grafs.- The grafS withereth, and the flower thereof falleth 
- away; but the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this 
is the word which by.the gofpel is preached unto you” IT — 
may venture that fhe was pofleffed of moft. of tha | 
excellent qualities contained in the following verfes,* which I 
have compofed as the greateft honour I can do to her me-. 
mory. If, Sir, they mect with your approbation, I fhall efteem 
ita particular favour if you-willgive them (together with the — 
above) an carly infertion in the General’ Baptift Magazine. | 
| Your’s, with eltecms | 
| 


Yo the Editor of the Magazine, 


| 


Perhaps ‘the infertion of the following fa&s in your ifefu 
Publication, may be ef advantage to fome of your.readers. — 


SUDDEN DEATER 
WILLIAM CROOKS, of Quorndon,- in the county of 
 LLeicefter, a moft comely many about thirty-eight years of ages 
in a full.habit of body, poflefling all the vigour of manheod, 
aad ficns of long life, dined with his family on January 28, 
in perfect health and fpirits; but was induced, from a princi- 
ple of fympathetic kindnefs to an afflicted friend, to walk to 
village, and engased {peedily to fetufn, but 


4 


Vor. T | did 
_ * For want of room, we are under the neceflity of referving | 


the verfes Pegg, for the next Number, 


* 
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did not. His poor wife pafled.a night of siital anxiety, 
nine o’clock the next morning he was found in the fields of the 
cold corpfe !!—-where he had apparently dropped down dead 


ble, he had lain fixteen or eighteen hours there, before the aw. 


ful and affecting cataftrophe was difcovered. 


while he may be found, and to call upon him while he is near. 


Alfo on Saturday night, February 8, as one of the 
Leicefter ftage waggons was paflingfrom Leicefter to Lough- 


having overtaken it) by fome means fell down, and the wheels 


ment ! !—-But as no perfon was prefent, a certain account can- 
not be given of this fhocking event, yet, from the ftate in 
which he was found, it appeared he had been getting hay from 
the bag, with which induftrioufly to feed the borfes, and 
flipped down, and was crufhed into eternity in an inftant. 
Oh, eternity, eternity !-how vaftitis! 


REVIEW 
PUBLICATIONS. 


Curistian Lizerty. A Sermon onthe Hiftory and Principles 
_ of the Nonconformifts. Preached at a Monthly Meeting of the 
Independents tn London ; With Remarks on Mr. D'Aubney’s 
Guide to the Church. By an Independent Minifter. Thirty- 


one pages 6d. Conder. 


** Left your minds be corrupted from the fimplicity that is in 
Chrift :” and the text is Gal. v. 1. ** Stand faft therefore in the 
liberty wherewith Chrift hath made us free, and be not entang- 
Jed again with the yoke of bondage.” Afier a fhort and clear 
introduction, the author propofes, I. To * give fome account 
of that liberty into which Chrift has introduced his difciples. 


end fecured, IV. To explain and inforce the apoftle’s exhort- 


fearing intemperance had detained him. When lo! about 
parith of Swithland, about two miles from his own houfe, a 


without a fingle ftruggle !!—And, what is the more remarka- 


How loud the call of fuch providences, to feek the Lord 


borough, the driver, a youth, (the regular manager not 


going over his head, crufhed it to a perfe€t mummy in a may — 


eee, 
ar o< 


‘Tue motto of this Sermon, in the title-page is, 2 Cor. xi. 3. 


Il, Lo thew how and by whem it has been invaded, ILI. ‘To 
repreient the manner in which it has been defended, enlarged, 


ation, to ftand faft in the liberty with which we are favoured, 
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o guard againft every thing whereby we may be brought 
yoke.” Under the Ar ft head he gives 
a brief and plain account * of that /pirttual liberty which Chrift 
came to procure for the fouls of men.” He then takes up the 
fubje&t of liberty of confcience. or freedom from the IMP 
TION OF MEN, in matters of religion.” The difcourfe is not 
remarkably laboured; but it is plain, inftruétive, and well 
adapted to an{wer the end which the author had in view. It 
has long appeared to us, that fome learned and good men have 
defended Proteftant Noneconformity, ontoo large a {cale; and 
introduced arguments in favour of our diffent from the eftablifhed 
church, which are not either pertinent or neceflary, ‘The fact, 
we apprehend, is this, We diffent, and believe that we ought | 
to diffent, from every eftablifhed church, decaufe it is eftablifhed, 
_ by human laws. Whatever could be faid in favour of any efta- 
: blifhed church, with reference to the truth of it’s doétrines, the 
« purity of it’s worfhip, the number or names of it’s officers, or 


the regularity of it’s difcipline ; we are perfuaded that every 
difciple of Jefus Chrift ought peaceably to diffent from it, be- 
caufe it requires that, in religious matters, we call another be- 
fides our blieffed Redeemer, our ** mafter ;” which is contrary 
to his own exprefs command and direction. Matt, xxi1.8—12. 
i We fo entirely accede to what our author has obferved, in this 
r view, that with great pleafure we tran{cribe from his fermon 
| following ‘‘In confequence of the enlarged 
ideas of Chriftian Liberty, and the religious rights of men, 
fince the days of the original Nonconformitts, we have {ftronger 
reafons againft conformity than our fathers had.—We do not 
‘ _ obje& merely to various particulars in the national church, but 
' tothe authority that enjoins them; a fubmiffion ‘to which we 
' confider as a tacit denial of the authority of Chriftas the only 
head of his church. We objeé& not merely to fome things in 
the articles required to be dub{cribed, but to the right aflumed 
by the magiftrate to require any fubfcription at all. We ob- 
je& not merely to the ceremony of the cro/s in baptifm, or of 
kneeling at the Lord’s lupper, or to the ufe of particular habits ; 
(as if we thought one pofture of body, or one fhape or colour — 
_ of a garment, were fintul more than another) but to the power 
affumed of impofing any of thefe things as terms of communion. 
We obje& not merely to fome excéptionable .paflages in the 
fervice-book, butto the authority which prefcribesto the minif= 
ters of religion, what prayers they fhall offer to their Maker. 
We objeé not only to diocefan bifhops, and other ecclefiaftical 
officers, whom Chrift never appointed, but to the impofition - 
of any minifters onthe people, to the exclusion of their own 
choice, as one of the groffleft violations of chriftian liberty. We 
would willingly * render to Cefar the things which are Cafars, 
but the things which are God’s, we can render to God alone.” 
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_.* The languid frame, the cloudy day, 
With hafty wings are fled away, 


- Their fouls will catch celeftial fire, 
‘They’l tune their fongs to Gabriel's. 


L HRICE lets sha 


"Whileangels in their bright array, 


‘The final ftand of every car, 


| ( LE 
POEPRY. 


| 
~ 


SACRED 


| 
| 


On the of departed Saints 
occafioned by the death of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Truman. 


| 


Who re@ ia Chrift their head, 
And all their to'l is o’er ; 
The arms of everlafting love, 
Will bear their joyful fouls above, 
And grief returns no mere. 


The gloomy cell, the galfiog chain, 
The fiery dart the racking pain, f 
The heavy groan and figh ; | 


And never reach the iky. 


Condu& the ‘faints through realms: of: 
day, 
In chariots form’d of gold 


Is at the bright, the morning ftar 
W hofe glosies then unfold. 


While endlefs ages run their round 
Seraphic in heaven rejound, 
W here faints will learn their ftrains; 


lyre, 
"Le Him who once was fain. 


GODLY ZEAL. 
By .2 young Woman. 


- 
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No pompous merit does the’ Sale, 
Though. toremoft for the Qaviour® 
name. 


Her-ardeuc is with join’d; 


‘| The facred werd fhe keeps im. ming : 
This the confults from day to day, 
Lett ibe fhould err or run, 


Though: clouds arife and forms ap- 
| pear 
The calls. of the will h 


Reluctant fleth the will deny, 
| And fteer her courte with eye. 


‘She fears no feeks. ap 


| plaufe, 


From mortals in religjon’s : : 
Fo live for God, is all her aim, 
And giority the 


| From:catthly toys fhe turns 


Her treafare. is above the ikies : 
Cautioufly runs the heavenly woad, 
marks. the fteps which fus 


| Sin the avoids frit fteady-care, 


And watches daily unto prayer ; 
She keeps the crown of lifein view, 
And bids the flattering world | 


Kindle‘: 
Of holy zeal fon thy great name: 
For wantof this inly mourn,; 
Go Tet me for thy glory burn. 


Blow: up the fpark of fant: def 
With, Pata zeal my breaft infpire ; 


| That IJ, with active. feet may. run, 


mili ali work is 


Wa y thaukd the. 
W hich leads. to-everlaiting day, 


| Help me with ardaur te, purfue,, 


ARISE my faul; attempttetell, } 
The excellence of Godly zeal : 


he noble prize I have in view. 
S.. 
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LIFE OF THE REV. THOMAS STEFFE.———Continued from 


] FIND, that when he firft came to the academy, his 
' religious refolutions were ferioufly renewed and confitmed 3 
and he was very early animated with a folicitous concern, ta 
do good to the fouls of others, as well as to fecure the fal- 
vation of his own. This particularly appears in a letter — 
which he then wrote to an elder brother, who was juft then | 
coming out ofan apprenticefhip, and entering on life; and it © 
is pleafant to obferve, what 2 mixture of prudence, fidelity, 
i and tendernefs runs through the whole of it. He was very 
| _ apprehenfive, from what he had obferved in his brother’s 
temper and conduct, as well as from the remarks he had even 
then made upon the world in general, that he would be in 
great Senge of being infnared ; and though he was afterwards 
remarkably recovered by Divine grace, fome circumftances 
is which er too plainly fhewed, how juft thofe apprehen- 


fions were, Our author therefore plainiy admonifhes him 
of his danger, and ferioufly urges him to make religion his 
choice and his bufiuefs, as the great point of wifdoem both for 
time and eternity: yet he mingles this with fo mary ack»ow- 
ledgments of his own imperfe€tions, of his having neglected 
many early advantages of improvement, and having perhaps 
in fome inftances of fin and folly infnared fo intimate a com-— 
Panion, that it plainly fhews, he did not forget the refpect due 
toan elder brother, and that it was not pride, but cordial 
Jove, that di@tated what he wrote. “1am,” fays he, “un- 
worthy to be called a child of God; yet thivugn his goodrefs 

I fee and tafte fo much {weetnef in religion, that 1 cann t 
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BIOGRAPHY. 
but recommend it to others.” And accordingly he does re- 
commend it, by a variety of moit weighty arguments ; and 


concludes them all>with fuch a ferious *reprefentation of ‘the 


udcertainty of youth and health, “and the poffibility of an 
eatly durpiize by death, as is peculiarly moving, when one 


_recolleéts that the perfon by whom this letter was written, 
and he to whom it was addrefied,; were both called into eter- 
nity in their blooming yeafS. | 


It is with fome difitculty that 1 forbear inferting the whole ; 
but | fear fweliing thefe memoirs to a diiproportionate fize: 
neverthelefs I find myfe!f, 2s it were, conftrained to tranfcribe 
great part of another letter, whichshe wrote much about the | 
fame timetoa younger brother Mr. John Steffe, to engage 


him to refume thofe views. of-the miniltry, which he fcemed 


at that time inclinable tolay afide. It difcovers much of the 
heart ofthe writer ; and 1 hope, they who are training up for 
that office, whofe benefit I have here particularly in view, | 
will read it with fome peculiar attention, as coming from one 

of their companions ; if they will allow the name.of a/coar 
panion to one, who was as yet only in the purfuit of his gram- 
matical ftudics. That’ was, Mr. Stcffe’s circumftance when 
he wrote the following epiftle; and yet 1 -freely owa, that 
while 1 read i:, (fuch isthe gravity, propriety, and {pirituality 
with which he writes,) I feem to be rather perufing-the charge 
of a brother long experienced in the miniftrysthan the letter 


_ of achild who wes but looking towards it. 


Speaking of the miniftry, he fays, “1 muft acknowledge, — 
that it was with great reluctance I was brought to comply 
with the propoials which were made to me inthis view, frem 
a fenie of the greatnefs and importance of the work, and of — 
my own infufhciency for it; which argument was tlrongly 
backed with frequent fears, left 1 fhould not have had a 
wurk of grace wrought in my own heart, without which 1 
faw an impoflibility of becoming a faithful and fuccefsful 
minifier ; and i doubt not, but you have had fome appre-_ 
henfions like thefe, But] would not have you, nor myfelf, 
overwhelmed with thefe difcouraging thoughts ; fince itis fo 
delightful, {¢ honourable a work, and has {fo great a tendency 
to the promotion of religiuninthe world, 

““Jcis true, thisis an office which is attended with great. 
difficulties, even fuch as would be too confiderable for any 
mortal creature to encounter. with, if he had not inward fup- 
ports. from Chriit, the chiet Shepherd and Bifhop of fouls/ 
‘The greatne{s and difheulty of the miniiterial work will evi- 
demtiy appear, if we Cunfider, that whilft they are engaged 
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their office, they are perfonating even the great God himfelf, 
whofe mouth they are to the people: the purpotes they ferve 


ware bigh and God-like: and befides, what greatly adds ta the 


attend the faithful difcharge of this duty. I he prince of this 


difficulty. of it, is the oppofitron and ‘diicouregements which 
world is active by temptations, to divert, and difcourage every 


one from engaging in this work, often fuggeiting what may — 


pervert and miflead their mindsin it, 1f allurements, terrors, 
or reproaches will avail, they are fure to be tried : for minifters 
are the butt, againft which Satan by thefe mitruments levels 
his fharpeft darts, well knowing, that the itrongeft batteries . 
againft his kingdom are pl.ced there; and therefore the moft 
faithful are fure to be moft aflaulted. “There are alfo our own 
indifpofitions, which render the work the ha:der. And befides — 
all, there is a ftrict account to be given at the day of judg- 
ment, when the fecrets of all hearts fhall be revealed, when 
we fhall near Chrift faying with an heart-imprefing power, 
Give an account of your itewardihip, He will demand an 
account of the fouls he committed to our care, and the 


truft he repofed in us, There, if we be pronounced faith- 
_ ful fervants, we fhall accordingly receive the reward of fuch 5 


but if unfaithful, the blood of others will be required at our 


_ hands, and their mifery will be an aggravation of ours, | 


“ Now upon mature confideration of the great !mportance 
and difiiculty of the work as it is of fo great confequence, we 
may juftly cry out, Who is fuficient for thefe things? Hic 
labor, hoc opus: This is a work indeéd. What piety, what 
prudence, what zeal, what courage, what faithfulneis, and 


what holy watchfulnefs is necefiary, to the right difcharge of | 
this fo great an office? The work is great; our ftrength is 
{mall : of ourfeives we have no firength at all; but 


all our fuficiency is of God; to him therefore muit we go 
for it. Here is our comfort, and our hope; it hath pleafed 
the i in Chrift~all fulnefs! fhould dwell; fulnefs 


_ of merit and righteoufne(s, of ftrength and grace, even a grace 
ihall b 


> fufficient for us. God himfelf hath faid, that if- 

any Jack wifdom, they thould afk it of him, who giveth to all — 
liberally ; and he hath exprefsiy added, it fall be given. | 
Therefore let us make our application tohim ; let us come 
with an holy boldnefs to the Throne of Grace, deeply im- 
prefied with a fenfe of our weaknefs and folly; and thus let 


us afk wifdom, and then we need not fear being difappointed, __ 


but fhall of his fulnefs receive, and grace for grace. 
“In vain may we have recourfe to the moft refined and 

polite parts of human learning, to qualify ourfelyes for this 

U2 work 
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work: all human arts, and the whole circle of the fciences, 
~ will be unable to furnifh us for it, unlefs God, who firit 
co:amanded the light to fhine out of darknefs, lay the founda- 
tion, in thining by his Spirit into our hearts, and difplaying 
_ the invincible efficacy of his grace to work inus a true re- 
pentance and conveffion neverto be repented of. Not that I 
would have you neglect your ftudies, but ufe a double dili- 
gence in your earneft purfuit of them: yet I write thus, 
that you may, not reftin thefe, but be afpiring after more 
noble acquirements. * Be very folicitous about the one thing 
needful, without which you can never expect to become a 
faithful or fuccefsful minifter of Chrift’s gofpel. 


«© My dear brother, I hope you will tace in good part what 
I have here faid ; and though you do not want advice and 
direction in this affair from thofe that are with you, and are 
more capable of giving you better admonition than J, yet 
I hope you will have fo much regard to me and yourfelf, as 
to beftow fo.ne'time in reading over and confidering thefe ob- 
vious thoughts, which Ihave {pent a few minutes in draw- 
ing up, hoping that as they are continually of ufe to me, they 
© You intimate, that your inclinations are rather to be of 
atrade, It is true, in fuch a ftation of life, you would not 
find fo much difficulty as attends the miniftry : but then you 
will not have fuch profpeéts of being ufeful in your day, What 
more noble or honourable employment than this ! | Slirely it 
may well be called a good work ; a work of the greateft im- 
portance, and defigned for the moft extenfive good ; fince it 
is converfant about no lower concerns than the life and hap- 
pinefs of immortal fouls, and is defigned to difplay and illuf- 
_ trate God’s free grace and mercy in bringing many fons to 
glory. Arethe ways of wifdom pleafant? Then minifters of 
all men enjoy moft real, folid pleafure ; for they are always ex- 
ercifed in her. ways, {pending themfelves, and being fpent in 
the fervice of their Lord, who will not fail to reward them 
abundantly. Oh what pleafure will arife in our minds, if 
God fhall! call us to this work, and fucceed our labours in it, 
when we fhall, in the, midft of thofe toils, fee many coming 
_ toowa us as their Spiritual Fathers? Thefe will be our joy 
and crown of rejoicing, in the day of the Lord Jefus ; bey 
will be-as fo many jewels in our diadem of glory. But then, 
what ftil] more unfpeakable pleafure and fatisfaction will arife 
in our fouls, when we come in the near views of an eternal 
world; that we can look back upon our paft lives, and fee that 
they were fpentin the fervice of our Creator and Redeemer ; 
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that his glory was our chief aim in all we did; fo that we 

can fay, we have fought a good fight, we have finifhed our 
courfe, and kept the faith; and that what remains 1s, that 
there is a crown of righteoufnefs laid up for us,\ which the 
Lord the righteous Judge fhall beftow upon us in that day? 
—But I mutt break of for this'time; yet not without recom- 
mending you to God ; once more defiring, you would be ear- — 
neft and conftant in your addrefles at the Throne of Grace, 

- that Wwe may both obtain mercy and grace to help in every 

of need.) > =: | 2 
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- It may eafily be imagined, that fo lively a fenfe of piety in 
the heart of this good youth would be productive of fuch 
difcourfes and actions, as muft naturally attract the obfervation 
and efteem of thofe around him; and how modeftly foever 
-conduéted, would be, (as Solomon expreffes it) likea perfume | 
held in the hand, which the more clofely it is grafped, dNcovers 
ss itfelf fo much the fooner, by the agreeable odours. which it 
| He was foon infoz:med of a fociety of private chriftians, 
who met at {tated times for religious difcourfe and prayer, (the 
firft of thofe formed, and fince fo happily increafed, in the 
: place where he then dwelt ;) and he was invited *to enter him- 
_ felfa member of it. It confifted, as fuch focieties generally, 
| though blefled be God not always, do, of perfons in lower, 
ranks of life: but it is edifying, as well as delightful to me, 
‘to obferve, in what humble ftrains this young gentleman 
_ exprefies his admiration of the goodnefs of God, and of the — 
condefcenfion of his friends, that he fhould have the honour 
of being admitted among them, of which he feems to have — 
apprehended himfelf very unworthy. | 
_. From this fociety he quickly paffed to another, confifting 
only of fenior ftudents for the miniftry, who ufed. on the — 
‘evening of the Lord’s-day to vifit neighbouring villages)and > 
_ held private meetings. for religious worfhip in fome licenfed 
houfes there. Two of them generally went together ; a fe- 
rious fermon on fome uncontroverted and important fubject 
of religion was repeated; and one of them prayed before,and,.  - 
the other after it, with proper intervals of finging. This 
cuftom, {till continued, and extended to many other places, 
hath, I hope, been very ufeful, both in exerciling the gifts of . 
the ftudents, and in abating the prejudices which fome have 
been ready to entertain againft our ways of worfhip, as well as 
in {fpreading the knowledge of divine things ; not to mention 
the relief it has given tofome, whofe circumftances have con- 
fined them from opportunities of attending, where they would 
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have chofen tofpend the fabbath. When the afiembly was 
difmufled, a few ferious people would often remain, to {pend 
am hour or two .more in conference and prayer, with the 


perfons who had been officiating; and they who appeared 
under. the firft religious imprefiions, or under dejeQion of 
fpirit, were encouraged to open their cafes, and their hearts, 
It is not at all to be wondered at, by thofe who confider — 
what chriftian experience is, and how itis to be learnea, that 
thofe ftudents; who entered. into thefe exercifes with the 
greateft {pirit an! zeal, have appeared to diftinguifhed advan- 

_ tage under a public characier, And accordingly J am weil 
afiured, that many large and flourtfhing congregations, In 
which (having been unanimoufly and affectionately chofen) 

) they are now labouring with great acceptance aid fuccefs, 

are blefling God, that they were thus formed for more ex- 

tenfive fervice, and that they Jearnt in fuch fchools as thefe, 
what no acadeinical lectures alone could have taught them J 
with equal advantage. 
will venture to tay, that it would be well for the church 
of Chrift, if all his minifters entered on the folemnitics of  ——™ 
their ordination-day, with that deliberation, felf-cxamination, _ 
and prayer, which Mr. Stefie’s papers fhew him tohave ufed, 
wher he firft gave up his name to this repeating { ciety: oral 
but he knew the worth of fouls, and the Amportance of, ah te 
ynen’s devotional moments! May none, whodo not in fome 
meafure know both, venture to meddle with them, left it be 


to their own burt. | 


(To be continued. ) 


BISHOP BURNET’S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF 
THE ENGLISH MARTYRS. = « 


LIFE OF GEORGE TANKERFIELD, MARTYR. 


(SEORGE TANKERFIELD, of London, aged twen- 

was a zealous papift until the beginning of 
ueen Mary's reign, when the cruelty which he faw exercifed 
by the papifts upon fuch as profeficd the true religion of © 
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Chrift, in| oppofition to the errors and fuperftitions of ‘the 

| church of heen, turned his heart againtt them. Then he 
read diligently the New Teftament, which brought him to 
the knowledge of the.'truth.. And he prayed earneftly to 
God to direct. bim in the. right -way 4 and God heard kis 
prayer, and-he became continually more confirmed in the 
knowledge of the gofpel, and more averfe to the corruptions 
of the Romilh church, and thewed his diflike thereof to his 


friends, whom he exhorted'to turn tothe truth. 
- And this caufed him to be taken notice of, ‘and raifed him | 

 adverfaries ameng thofe that wefe zealous for reftoring 
pery; fosthat Sir Reger Cholmley,and Dr. Martin, the - 
Queen’s, commiflioners tor ecclefiafical affairs; fent one Beard, 
ycoman|.of the guard, to Tankerfield’s houle, to apprehend 

Beard came there he was not at home;- brit 
Tankerfcid's wife feeing Beard in good apparel; and pre- 
tending. he came to. fetch her hufband to drefs a banquet at 
the. Lord.Paget’s houfe, fhe font’ feek for her hufband, who 

was walked into the fields: to.take the air, being but ~newly 
1 recovered from a fit of ficknefs,and told him who fent for 
him, te dréis..a. banquet... A banquet, woman! (fays-‘Tan-_ 

kerfield to. his wife) itis ‘fuch a banquet as will not be pleafing 
to the Aefh.. So when hecame home, he found Beard, «and 
he knew, bite, and miftrufted hisdefign ; and whet his: wife 
perceived: the: matter, fhe took a‘fpit and had run Beard 
through, had fhe not been prevented by the -conftable of St: 

| Dunftan’s in the weft, whom Beard had’ brought thither 
’ withhim. Thus was Tankerfield brought to Newgate by 
the conftable, and there-lefe~prifoner, in February, 1555. 
Afterwards he was brought and examined divérs times before 
bifhop Bonnerof London, and‘others, where divers articles 
and matters were objected againft him; to which he made 
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~ But he was chiefly required to tell his mind and opinion 
about auricular conteflion, the-popifh facrament of the altar, 
aud the mafs, | 


To the firft he fuid, ‘ He had not. been confeffed to any) 
pricit for five years pa{t, nor to’ any other, but Only to God. 
Aud further faid, that he would‘not be confefled to any priett 
hereafier, becaule he found it-not in Chrift’s: book, and he 
took it only for a counfeh?. 

2. As concerning the facrament, (commonly called in— 
England the facrament of the altar) he confefled,* That he 
did not believe that im the’ faid facrament there is the real 
body and blood of Chriit, becaufe that the. body of Chrift is: 
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340 _ LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF 
afcended into heaven, and there doth fit at the right hand of 

3- He faid,* That the mafs now ufedin the church of , 

_ England was naught, and full of idolatry and abomination, _ 

and againft the word of God. Affirming alfo, that there are | 

but two facraments in the church of Chrift, baptifm, and the 
fupper of the Lord.’ And to thefe afflertions (he faid) he 
would fiand,and did founto theend. 

Then the bifhop exhorted him with many words to revoke 

his opinions, which he called damnable and heretical. But 

Tankerfield refitted all the bifhop’s perfuafions, and faid, 

I will not forfake my, opinions (my Lord) except you can 

repel them by {cripture; and I care not for your divinity, 

for you condemn all men, and prove nothing againft them. 

Then the bifhop ufed many fair words to convert him. 

But Tankerfield boldly anfwered, That the church whereof 
the Pope ‘s the fupreme head, is no part of Chrift’s catho- 
licchurch: and pointing to the »bifhop, he faid;Good people 

beware of him, and fuchas he is, for thefe be they that deccive Pat 

Then the bifhop finding he could prevail. nothing ‘with a | 
him, proceeded to read the ientence of condemnation’ againt 

him, and deliveredhim tothe fecular power. 

And fo this fervant of God, George Tankerfield, was fent | 
to St. Alban’s in Hertfordfhire,and there with much patience 

and conftancy ended his life in the fire, for the teftimony 
ofthe truth, Auguftthe 26th, 


— 
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LIFE OF ELIZABETH WARNE, WIDOW AND MARTYR. 


ELIZABETH WARNE, late wife of John Warne, 
upholfterer, (who was burned in Smithfield fome time 
before) was apprehended in a houfe in Bow church-yard 
in London, in company of divers others, who were met to- 
gether to prayer ; and was fent to the compter, January the 
1f{t, where fhe continued to the 11th of June, and then fhe 
was fent to Newgate, where fhe remained till the 2d of 
July, and then the Queen’s commiffioners fent her to bifkop 
Bonner ; and upon the 6th of July, the bifhop caufed her 
and other prifoners to be examined on divers articles propofed 
tothem. But the chief thing objected to her, was her not 
believing the corporal prefence df.Chrift’s body and blood in 
the Sacrament of the altar. She was alfa accufed for not 
| | 
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coming to church, for {peaking againft the mafs, and for def- 
piffiig the ceremonies of thechurch, &c, 

She was divers times before the ' bifhgp, and oY him often 
exhorted to recant her opinigns. But fhe faid, Oo what you 
will with me; for if Chrift was in an error, then I am in an 


. error. Upon which anfwer fhe was condemned ,as an heretic, 


July the 12th, and delivered.to the fheriffs of London, who 
in the month of Auguft, 1555, carried her to Stratford-Bow 
near Lofidon, where fhe was burned to afhes, for the teftimony 
of the truth, as her hufband had been not long before her. © 


y 


LIFE OF ROBERT SMITH, 


THIS Robert Smith was a tall and flender perfon, active 
in bufinefs, and ferved Sir Thomas Smith, Pranot.cl Eaton- 
colledgé, who gave hima clerkfhip of rol, per annum >. he 
delighted in painting, which he practifed. more for, pleafure 
‘In feligion he was fervent, when he came to underftand 
the truth, in whi@hyhe was much confirmed by the preaching 
and reading of Mr. Turner, and others, at Windfor, . 

But upon Queen Mary’s coming to the crown, Mr. Smith 
was deprived of his clerkthip by the vilitors; and not long 
after fent prifoner to Bonner bifhap af London, and commit- 

ted to Newgate. He was feveral times brought before the 
bifhop at his palace in London, and there examined by-him, 


and others. 


firft coming, the bifhop afked him, How  long,it 


was fince he was confefled toa prieft ? Smith anfwered, never 
_fince I had years of difcretion, for [ never faw it needful; nor: 


that finful number whom ye cali priefls.. 
Then the bifhop afked him, How long ago it was finge he 
received the facrament of the altar, and what his opidion- was 
of the fame ? Sinith replicd, I never received the fame fines 
‘Iwas -of years of difcretion, nor ever wiil by God’s grace; 
neither do I eiteem the fame in any point, becaufe it is 
not God’s ordinance, neither.in name nor in ufage, but ra- 


commanded of God, to come and fhew my faults to any of 


ther is fetand erc@ed to mock God withal. 
‘Do ye not believe, faid the bifhop, that it is the very bodys 
of Chrift, that was born of thé Virgin Maty, naturally, fub-— 
“Mantially, and really, after the words of confecration. 
d you before that it was none of God's 
grdi- 
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Smith faid, I to 
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142 Lives AND SUFFERINGS OF 
ordinance, as ye ufe it; then much lefs can it be God, or 


part of his fubftance, but only bread and wine tected as 


the ufe aforefaid. 
Yet neverthelefs, if ye can 
{peak of by the word of God, 
‘will, as I do, account it a dete 
‘trary toGod and truth 


rove it to be the body ye 


~ Fhen the bifhop was in a paffion for a while ; but being 


cooler, he faid to Smith, If he would go and be confefled, he 
would tear the paper of his examination in pieces. _ ty 
But another perfon being brought to be examined, Smith 
came down from the bifhop’s chamber into the garden for 
When he came again to the bifhop, he afked him his opi- 
nion of the catholic church, and whether he believed there 
Smith faid, I believe there is one catholic church, or faith 
‘ful congregation, ‘which (as the apoftle faith) is builded upon 
the prophets and apoftles, Chrift Jefus being the chief corner 
ftone. Which church inall her words and works maintaineth 
the word, and bringeth the fame for her authority, and with- 
out it doth nothing, nor ought to do; of which church, J am 


affured, I am by grace mace a member: © 


He was alfo examined about: holy bread and holy water, 
and other ceremonies of the church ; which he allowed not: 
_and his anfwers were noted by the bifhop; before whom he 


was brought four times, and much difcourfe pafled between 


them: but Smith continued firm in his opiniens. So at laft 


he was publicly examined by the bifhop aad his doéiars 
in the confiftory-court, where the lord-mayor and {theriffs 


were prefent; and his articles and confeffions were publicly 
‘read, and he perfifted in his faith and opinions. — 


The bithop then to read the fentence of condem- 


nation againft him, In Dei nomine, (that is, In the name of 
God.) To which Smith faid, That he began in a wrong 


‘mame; requiring where he learned ip fcripture to give fen- 
‘tence of death againft any man for confcience ‘fake. But 
‘the bifhop read on to the end, and then faid, Away with 


‘Then Smith faid to my lord mayor, Is it-not enough for you — 
-my-lord mayor, and ye that are the fheriffs, that ye have left 
the: ftrait way of the Lord, but that ye muft condemn Chrift 


- - But the theriff and bifhop faid, Away with him. 
Well, gced friends, faid Mr. Smith, ye have feen and 


will believe it; if not, [ 
{table idol ; not God, butcon- . 


heard 
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heard the great. wrong that we have received this day; and 
ye are all records, that we have defired- the probation of 
our caufe by God’s book, and it hath not been granted ; 
but we are condemned, and our caufe not heard. Never- — 
- thelefs, my lord mayor, forafmuch, as ye have here exercifed 
God’s {word caufelefly, and will not hear the right of the 
- peor, commit my caufe to Almighty God, that will judge 
all men according to right ; before whom both we and you 
~ Shall ftand without refpect and authority: and there will I 
ftand in the right, and have true judgment to your great 
confufion, except ye repent; which the Lord grant you-to 
do, if it be his will. | 
And then Mr. Smith and the reft of his brethren who were 
‘condemned, were carried back to Newgate, July the 12th, 


- ‘tae the 8th day of Auguft following, the faid Robert 
“ft Smith, as a valiant martyr of Chrift, was burned at the 
f town of Uxbridge, fifteen miles from London; and bein 
at the ftake he exhorted the people that were about him, and. 
a wifhed them to think well of his caufe, and not to doubt, 
yt but-that his body dying in that quarrel, fhould rife again 
to.life. And I doubt not (faid he) but that God will fhew 
ou fome token thereof. At length, he being well 
f burned, and all black with the fire, and cluftered together © 
ea as in a Jump, like a black coal, all men thinking him dead, 
he fucdenly rofe upright before all the people, ining up the. 
ftumps ef his arms, clapped the fame together, difcovering a 
/ . joyful heart to them ; and fo bending down again, and hang- 
ing over the fire, he flept in the Lord, and ended this mortal 
i ife. | 


LIFE OF WILLIAM HALES 
WILLIAM HALE, of Thorpe, in the county of Effex, 
was fent up to London by Sir Nicholas Hare, and examined 
: and procefled by bifhop Bonner, in his confiftory-court, upon 
fame articles with Robert Smith- and others before- 
‘if mentioned, and with them cond:mned upon the fame account, 


ae his condemnation, he faid to the people, Beware of this 
idolater, pointing to the bifhop of London ; and fo he was 
delivered to the fheriffs, and carried to Barnet, within ten — 
miles of London, at the latter end of Auguft, where his body 
was confumed by fire, and he yielded up his foul into the __ 
hands ef Jefus Chrift, his only Saviour and Redeemer.. _ baad 
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changed into the joys of aflurance; doubts and fears are 


‘SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 


The following Letter is publifhed in the Evangelical Maga- 
gine. But there are fo many ferious and ufeful thoughts 
and hints in it, fo exaétly adapted to the prefent fuperficial 
- fate of religion, that we cannot but wiih it to be, if 
fible, univerfally circulated. We therefore truft, the 
Direétors of that work will not judge unfavourably of our 
endeavour, by tranfcribing it into our’s, to render the 
culation of it more exteniive. 


AN ADDRESS TO GOSPEL MINISTERS, 


cefs which, in fo many inftances, attends your labours in- 
the Lord’s vineyard. Bilefled are the feet that carry the 
gee light of the gofpel into the benighted Corners of our 

and, where the fun of righteoufnefs never fhone. Blefled 


are the lips that preach the glad tidings of falvation to the 


poor, With pleafure and thankfulnefs | have witnefled your 


crowded congregations, and your active zeal. Many, F 
doubt not, under your miniftry have been born again, are 
fighting the good ‘hight of faith, and will be your joy and 
But amidft the {plendid 
you not obferved and lamented a fuperficial religion, that 
promifes but little real or-foltd-effeé&t ; a religion that leaves 


the heart unfanétified, the paffions unfubdued, and the life 


_ We hear much of conyiétions of fin, but let us trace thefe 
convictions to.their fource, and follow them in their effects. 


In many inftances they are the alarms of terror, which,’ | 
Vike the tranfient. blaze, foon vanifh, rather than the “ godly — 


-forrow that worketh repentance into life.” © Too often 
they fall fhore of that new. birth which is reprefented by 
* putting off the old man, and putting on the new.” Sin, 

though called by every term that is vile, is not mortified ; 
the eafily-befetting fin is ftill predominant ; and the felf« 
denying duties of the gofpel are neglected. 

In other inftances, thefe convictions are as fuddenly. 


dif. 


J SINCERELY congratulate you, my friends, on the fuce 


profeffien of the/prefent day, have 
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with efreét, the heart is not guarded; prayer and watch 
~ falnefs are not kept up, duties are neglected, and while they 
think themfelves walking in the light, their fpiritual life us 


the crofs is kept back. With this eafy religion, many = 
ers 


fpreading his fnares within, pride is growing, corruption is 
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difmiffed ; and the abfolute ahd unconditional promifes of — 
-« ghe gofpel are the only food that is relifhed. While.many 
bus boat of being carried out of themfelves, Satan is 


gaining ftrength, the chriftian armour is laid afide, or not. 


going to decay; they grow ‘in aflurance, but not in grace, — 


many, this ‘unhappy delufion ‘lafts too long, and, like 


a falfe light, leads the unwary.travellers aftray. . All is ns 
-_viting ; the valley of humiliation is foon pafled; no -felf-de- 
-nying duties oceafion terror. The crown ‘is held out, but 


° 


the number of gofpel profeffors. While the gofpel o 
wine and milk, without, money and without, price, they are 


- geady to come at jt’s call. But when it fays “ Take my 


yoke upon you,” they turn a deaf ear to it’s commands, and 


 goaway forrowful.” While they glory in Chrift as faving 


the vileft of finners, they forget that no unfanétified foul can 
bea fubject of his kingdom. = 


Can we wonder if, in other inftances, thefe fudden tran- - 


{ports of light and joy .are as fuddenly followed by darknefs — 


and gloom ? This fad change is immediately attributed to the 
good pleafure ; or to the great‘enemy of fouls, who is per- 


mitted to practife his arts upon the minds of believers. = 
_ Inftead of examining every corner of the heart, for that 
__ fecret iniquity that feparates between God and the foul, every 
. pagein the bible is turned over, that theeye may be directed © 
_ to fome word of comfort, that may operate as a charm to. - 


difpel the gloom. | 
. Have you not obferved a dangerous enthufiafm, that mif- 


_ takes a heated imagination and agitated nerves, for divine in- 


fluence and the work of the fpirit?: Anenthufiafm, by which 


~ the bleffed Jefus is wounded in the ‘houfe.of his friends, by 
_ which his holy fpirit is grieved; that divine {pirit that can 


be traced only by his fruits and effeéts, and who will not 
dwell in the carelefs and negligent foul ? ey | 
In confequence of this fuperficial religion, do you not 


- obferve a fad deficiency in the characters of gofpel profeffors, 


in their clofets, in their families, in the world? Oh! what is 
become of that. noble fpirit, which ‘animated ‘the chrif-. 


_ tlans of the firft age, of whom fo many things are -faid in the 
A@s of the Apoitles? Where is that heavenly mindednefs 


that 


_abfolute will of him who doeth all things according to his — 
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that: felf denial, and mutual. Jove, that diftinguifhed them _ 
from the world ?. Where is that “ Charity that fuffereth long 
and is kind, that envieth not, vaunteth not itfelf, is not 


puffed up, déth not behave itfelf unfeemly, feeketh not her 


pwn, is not eafily provoked, thinketh no evil, beareth alt 


things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all 
things ?”” Where is that fcrupuloud fear of fin, that thunneth 
even the appearance of ‘evil, that keeps a ftrict guard over 
every avenue of the foul? How rare now are bright exam- 
of unaffeG&ied holinefs! How many who fay, Lord, 

, d, do not the things 
- the enemies ef the gofpel to blafpheme, by their, unfteady 
walk and converfation in the world! . 


Have I drawn the pidture of fome gofpel profeffors too 


_ ftrong?Do you not join in lamenting this fuperficial re- 
 Jigion? ‘Would you not rejoice in the revival of that pri- 
_- gaitive piety, that puts on the gofpel yoke, while it receives 

ess ill you then, m 
you, what are the moft likely means, with the divine bleffing, 
to revive this primitive piety? 


I have frequently thought, that a more {criptural ftrain of 


_ preaching would be likely to have this happy effe&t, would 


_ produce a more folid profeflion, more humble believers, 


more bible chriflians. 


In the converfion of a finner you juftly begin with con- 
 wittion of fin, But, my friends, are you not too eafily fatif- 


fied with the ftrong language of terror, with convidtions, 
that in many fad i es fall fhort of converfion, of that 
treat and regenerating change, “ that creates the foul anew, 


Chrift Jefus,” of that*‘ repentance which is unto life?” 
Do you endeavour to lead the finner to thofe fecret cham- 
bers of iniquity, where no eye but God’s can penetrate, | 


where fecret faults lie concealed, where the feeds of ini- 
quity are preparing to bring forth fruit unto death? Con-. 


vinced that fuch an intimate and heart-fearching view of hi¢ — 
_ depraved nature is not to be obtained by a fuperficial re- — 
view; do you urge himto much felf-examination, to ‘prove 


himfelf diligently by the word of God? In thofe fecret re-. 
tirements, he would find out the deceitfulnefs or his heart, 
- thofe lufts that war againft his foul, and require to be mor- 
tified. He would find out that eafily befetting fin which calls 
for all his watchfulnefs. 


| 


He would be more aware of the devices of his fpiritual | 


Goncerns,and more carefully watch againft temptation. He 


| 


he has commanded them; but caufe 


friends, permit me to enquire with — | 


| 
| 
| 
if 
| 
| 
| 
. 
% 
| 
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would feel re need of the armour of 
and would feel his need of wathing of re- 

neration, and renewing of the Holy Spirit.” He would 
his need of a better 41 hteoufnefs than his own, and: of 

that blood which cleanfeth Si from fin, 5 

From a foundatien thus laid in a thorough converfion of | 
heart to God, might we not reper a firmer fuperftru@ure of 
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piety and olinefs ? 


Permit me further to enquire, whether, in the generat 
courfe of your preaching, you do not too much keep back 
thofe felf-denying duties that fo. ftrongly 
the gofpel ? 

__ As followers of the Lenhy as of the are we 
not called out toa dangerous and painful warfare with flefh 


and blood, with inbred corruptions; to pluck out right eyes, 
cut off right hands, to crucify. the old man with it’s 


tions and lufts ? 


This is a fubje& my friends, that calls loudly for. your 
attention. Many of your profeifing heavers feem to kn w. 
little of this fpicitual warfare. They talk much of the grea 


enemy of fouls, but they feem unacquainted with the devices : 
with which he enfnares them, Wis 


To him they attribute all their doubts of falvation ; thefe 


‘are the only weapons of the adverfary they feem to ‘fear, 


and they feek for affurance as the only fhield again his 
fiery darts, When he attacks them with heart-fins, they 
are not aware of his deiigns.. .When he makes war upon | 
them with fiefhly lufis, they are not prepared for his affuults, 

and too often fall. Or, finding the conteft difficult, they - 
leave off ftriving, and fit down with this fad conclufion, that | 
grace will'do all, and thus “ continue in fin that grace may 

abound.” | “* Many thus walk, of whom we may fay Bi a 


_ that thev are the enemies of the crofs of Chrift.” 


Oh! that upen this fubject, you would cry aloud, and 
{pare not; that you wou!d fhew God’s p their 
tranfgreffions, and the houfe of Ifrael their fin y aloud 
againit that hypocrify, that fays, Lord ! ‘Lord: yet not 
the things that he commandeth ; againtt that a ET that 
{pares fome beloved fin. 


Be not content, my friends, to hear our: people tai the 


_ -gofpel on their lips; be not content tiil you fee it thine in 
__ -their lives, regulate their tempers, fubduing their corru, tions, 


and fanctifying them in foul, body, and fpirit. Reft not, till 


youfce Chrift formed in "them,” in all holy in 
al the graces of the ‘chriftian temper. 


Let 
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Let them hear much of heart religions -For. want of this, 
vital .godlinefs decays, clofets are neglected, the fpirit of 
prayer is departing, fecret fins are not difcerned, duties are 
on and many have a name only to live, while they are 
_ ¥ou will, Lam fure, excufe the liberty I have taken with 
you. I write under the ftrongeft impreffion of the importance 
of the fubject, under a painful feeling of that fuperficial pro- 
feffion, that neglect of gofpel holinefs, which difgraces the 

‘Oh! ‘my friends, be not afraid to preach the whole gofpel 
in all it’s fanctifying influences, as well as it’s faving love. 
_ You-may be reproached for it as legal. Some will fay, “ this 
is a hardfaying, who can hear it?” And many who cannot 


ae give up their evil paflions and corrupt affections, may depart 


and: walk. no more with you. But none of thefe things will 
move the faithful ambafladors of Jefus. While they declare 
_ faithfully his counfel, while they keep clofe to him and his | 
gofpel, they have nothing to fear. 

While you are his zealous and faithful labourers, you have 
much to hope. His blefled affurance is, “ Lo! I am with 
you always May you, my friends, after being made the ho- 
of turning many to righteoufnefs here, be 
_-geceived by your divine Lord'and Redeemer, to fhine for ever 
un his kingdom above! 


Jo the Editor of the Baptift Magazine. 


ON THE PECULIAR DOCTRINES OF THE 
IN the advertifement refpecting the third volume of your 
Magazine, we are given to expect a number of eflays on the 
pecultar dofirines of the gofpel. Now, as the learned are not 
agreed upon this point, | haye been puzzled a good deal on | 
the queftion. “ Who fhall détide it?” In the Obituary ofa 
Magazine for February lait, a champion for the fuperior excel- 
dency of the doctrines. of confined grace, under the name of free 
grace, triumphs in the acceffion of a member from one of the 
» General Baptift Churches; when, it is well known, that the 
perion alluded to, left the General Baptifts becaufe the father 
ef his intended wife would not conient to her marrying any 
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man who did not go to the fame place of worfhip as they did. 
The young nan, whom [ knew, not being an accurate judge 
of the peculiar dofrines of the go pel, and knowing that the © 
wikailtehs in both meetings preached the neceflity of repentance, 
faith, the influences of the fpirit; and the neceffity of attend. 
ing the means of grace, the neceflity of a renewed heart, and 
of an holy life; he thought it could not be of much confe+ 
quence which place he attended, and had the weight been put 
into the oppofite fcale, it is very queftionable whether the _ 
young man would have feen any fupertor excellency in the 
doStrines of the w iter of thatarticle, and which he galls the 
doctrines of free grace. 
So again, if a perfon who declares, with the Apoftle, that 
“ the grace of God bringeth falvation to all men,” fhould add, 
‘that fome are eleted, predeftinated, chofen called by the 
fovereign grace of God, he is fure to be’ branded as a Calvi- 
niftinan inftant; hence, though the above is proper Scripture 
language, minifters who believe the doctrine of free grace to 
all men, feldom {peak inthis manner; yet, furely, thofe who 
belteve the yofpel, were, before time, chofin or elected in the 
purpofe of God, to enjoy the bleilings confequent upon be- 
lieving. ‘ Moreover, whom he did foreknow,"” would be- 
lieve the gofpel, &c. he “ alfodid predeftinate,” or predeterm re 
to enjoin it upon them, to be “conformed unto the image of 
his fon,’’ and as no one had any claim on God, for any of the 
blefiinys of the gofpel, they all originate in his /overefgn love, 
and are the rich difolays of free grace; ‘ for God commendeth 
his love towatds us, in that while we were yet finners Chrift 
died for us;”? and he is che propitiation for ** our fins, and alfo 
for the fins of the whole world.” — | | 

I hope, Sir, that the conductors of the General Baptift M2. 
azine will confider the above as fore of the peculiar dofrines 
Of the gafpel, and that they, as fuch, will nnd a place amoneft 
the efizys; for it is lamentable, that the scriptures thou'd be 
fo partially ufed as they are by chriltians of different dow 

If a Calyinift minifter fhould declare in the pulsit, ¢aé 
Chrift « gave himfelf a ranfom for al,” 1 Vim. u. 6. tha€ 
© God will heve all men to be faved, and to come to ihe 
knowledge of the truth,’ x Tim. i. 4. that God fent his'Son 
into the world, that the wer/d throrgh him might be faved,” 
John iii. 17, that “ Chriit, by the grace of Gsod, talted death 
for every man,” Heb. ii. g. and that thof: who perifh deny 
the Lord that bought them,” 2 Peter ti. 1. and “do quench 
the fpirit,” Thef. v.59. Tiay, Sir, a Calviniit 
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nifter join with Chrift anc his apoftl:s in declaring thefe 
truths, and exhort his heareis to “lock diligently, left any 


man fail of the grace of God,” Heb. xii. 15; he would be 


inftantly condemned as lega', and brand:d for an Arminian. 
Thefe truths, therefore, if uttered by a Calvinift, (which is 

feldom the cafe) are accompanied with on explanation, di figned 
to prove, that all, means only a fmail part of the whole—that 
the world, means thofe who are not ot the world—that the 
Lord never died for thofe who perifh—that it is impoflible 


‘to quench the fpirit, or to “fail of the grace of God.” In| 


fhort, it is certain, that the explanations they give, of the | 


above and fimilar parts of the facred writings, are as if 


Chrift and his apoftles had declared, juft the reve fe of what 
they have fpoken; and the reverfe of their declarations, are, 
by thofe chriftians accounted, fome of the peculiar doctrines of 


the gofpel. 


As { am ftating real fa&ts, which different denominations 
know to be true, | am confident, that though the imperfection 
of my ftatements may poffibly render this letter inadmifibld, 
it cannot be rejected on the ground of controverfy. I there- 
fore venture to proceed. ‘hofe who deny that,  Chrift 
is over all, God blefied for ever,” Rom. ix. 5, are yet very 
well pleafed with him in livery, with a white coat anda 


red collar, I mean, a fpotlefs life and bloody death. ‘They 


have na objection to him asa fervant, as the smeffenger of 
God, and the fon of man, “ who took upon him the form of 
a fervant, and became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the crofs.” With others whoprefefs the chriitian religion, 
they believe him when he faid,““ My Father is greater than 
I." This fentence contains, in their judgment, the mo/? pe- 
culiar doctrine of the gofpel. It is the chorus to every verie 
they jing, and they always fing it in a right key, aad full 


‘choir. Itis their alpha and omega, and it doubtlefs is an 
_ important truth; but it muft not exclude other truths of .- 


equal importance, for we are comm2n:d tv go on to. per- 
fection. But thefe dilciples of Chriit,, are very cautious 


~ how they fpeak of his dignity, as though they would take 


warning Y his firft difciples, who expected he would reign 
on earth, but were difappointed. [tf you read to them, that | 
he who was fold for the price of a flave, is deftincd to 
reign over the houfe of Jacob for ever; and of the increafe . 
of his kingdom there fhall be ny end,” Luke i. 33, foie of | 

them will fay,’this can never be; for the firft ‘chapter of 
Luke is not genuine gofpel hiftory, nor was it ever known 


‘that a child born in our king’s fable was raifed to fit on 
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the thione of bag.amd 5 neither can we belive it will ever 
be the cafe. When we add, but Chriit fays, “ I and my 
Father are one,’ and “ As the Father raifeth up the dead 
and quickenet ‘hem, evea fo the Son quickeneth whom he 

will, fo® the Father judgeth no man but hath committed 

al} yudgment unto the Son, that all men thould honour the 
Son evenas they honour the Father, &c-*” they are alarmed, 


| and cry out with the Jews, John V. 18 ;— This is making 
i ? him “equal with God.” If you ftrive to quell their fears, 
| and to confirm this truth by faying, “ He thought it not rob- 


bery to be equal with God,” Phil. il. 6, they will teli you, 
 & This we cannot believe, for it is above our Comprehen- 
fion.” For the fame reafon their miniters feldom or 
never quote, or find occafion ta quote, {uch feriptures as declare, _ 
“His name fhail be called Immanuel—God with us—The 
mighty God, the everlafting Father—The word was God— 
| God was manifefted in the Hefh— Thy throne, O God, is for 
| and ever—He is Lord of all.”’ “ All things that the 
Father hath are mine—Feed the church of God, which he 
hath purchafed with his own blood—In him dwelleth all 
la the fulnefs of the Godhead bodily—This 1s the true God 
and cternal life—My Lord and my God—Il am Alpha and 
{a Omega— The Almighty, &c. 
If aminifter fpeaks of Chrift as thefe fcriptures do, he is 
longer confidered as a rational chriftian; and it is well if 
the bare reading of thefe pafflages in your magazine, does 
not ruffle ‘the tempers of thefe chriftians ; and tf you invite 
and entreat them to worthip Chrift, alledging that * all the 
angels of God worfhip him,” they will all with one confent 
bevin to make excufe. 
We mutt, at prefent omit to ftate, what are the peculiar 
doétrines of the gufpel, in the judgment of other clafles of 
the Unitarians, efpecially as the term Unitarian is vague, 
and includes Sabelli.ns, Arians, Socinians, Mahometans, 
Infidels and Deifts, who all believe that God is one; and 
who is there that does not belive this? Trinitarians. 
declare that they do. 
fine, amongft all modern refinements in divinity, it 
may be wondered at, thaf different denominations of chrif- 
tians, have not printed in a book by itfelf, fuch parts of the 
bible as contain, in their judgment, the peculatr do@rines of 
the gofpel, under the title of “ Such feriptures as are molt 
alfuredly believed among us. Waiting impatiently for your 
Effays on the peculiar doctrines of the gofpel, 1 am, Sir, - 
Your ConsTANT READE . 
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To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 


If the following ferious thoughts and reflections, on that _ 
moit awfully alarming, and tremendous fentence, pronoun 
ced upon the ungodly at the day of judgment, by their 
once neglected Sayiour, but now inexorable Judge; | 
which we find on record in‘the xxv. chap of Matthew, © 
wer. 41.- Depart from me, ye curfed, into everjafting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels,” will be in 
any degree ufcful, in warning finners, they are at your 
J am, with refpeét, your’s, 
DEPART from me ye curfed into everlafting fire: O ye. 
finally impenitent, ye obdurate finners, my foul fhudders at 


the thought, my mind recvils at the gpprehenfion of your 


approaching mifery. ‘The fatal fentence, once pafled, is never 
to be repealed. No hope of exchanging yeur doleful habi- 
tation. But all things bear the fame difimal afpect, for ever 
and ever. Perhaps the confideration of your aggravated 
mifery, may be profhtably terrible: may teach me More 
highly to prize the Saviour, who celivers me from going 
down into the bottomlefs pit: may drive me like the aven- | 
act fword, to the only city of refuge for obnoxious 
inners. Death, O how terrible tothe wicked! Well may | 
he be ftyled “ The king of terrors,” that is to fay; the mott 

dreadful of all things. What comforts can be found for 
the wretched finners, who do not only underitand their final 
fentence, but alfo hear the thundering voice of the great 
Judge of the world, exafperated by their impieties? They 
may now perceive hell prepared to fwallow them up, and © 
the fiery chains of that dolcful prifon ready to embrace 


them. ‘They may, at prefent fcel the hands of the executioner 


of divine juftice, that feized upon them alreadv, and fee them- 


_ felves before ftretched and tortured in that place, where 
there fhall be nothing but weeping and horrible gnalhing 


of teeth: Atprefent they may feel the fierce approaches 
of that fire and brimftone, which is the fecond death ; and, 
in this life, they have a pre-fentiment ef the grievous pangs 
of their future torments, Though perhaps, there be fome, 


talk of death with contempt or fcorn, and who make an 


open profeffion of braving death, without the leaft fenfe of 
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fear; neverthelefs, they feel in their fouls fome fecret thorns, 
with which death often gauis them. | <4 

If there be any that feem to laugh at death, their lauchter 
is only an appearance upon the lips. They are like a child 
riewly born, that feems to fmile when it Js tnwardly tor- 
mented in the bowels ; or like thofe that eat of the tamous 
herb mentioiied by the herbalift, which caufes a pleufane 
laughter to appear upon the lips of uch, linto whofe vital 
parts it conveys a mortal -poifon that kills them. ‘That. 
which is moft terrible, is, that the horrid and infufferable 
fears that feize upon the wicked, are not thort and tranfitory ; 
for asacriminal, that knows there is a fentence of death 
pronounced againft him, continually thinks upon thofe tor- 
ments that are preparing for hiny; as foom as he hears the 
door unlocking, or a fly buzzing at his ears, he imagines 
that fome are entering to drag him from his prifon to 

execution. In fome fenfe, he deiires what he apprehends, and 
haftens the approaches of that which he withes to’ avoid but 

cannot. Thus defperate finners, hardened, obdurate, re- 
morfelefs finners, that know there is a fentence of eternal 
death proclain.ed againft them ‘in the court of the King of 
Kings, and that from this fentence there ts no appeal, nor 
efcape, muft needs be in continual fear. “Thus they are like | 
fo many ‘wretched flaves, that tremble under the inhuman ~ 
power of a mercilefs tyrant. As the life of grace is a pre-— 
parative to the life of glory, and furnifhes the righteous who 
are redeemed from the curfe of the law, by the precious blood 
of Jefus, with the fore-tafte of the heavenly joys; fo, on the 
contrary, the carnal life is to the wicked who lie under the - 

— curfe of the law, as it were the fuburbs of hell; it ts the firft 
beginning of an-eternal death, and the ‘entrance into the 

infernal pit. The eternal death, ts nothingelfe but an entire 
irrecoverable feparation of the foul and body from God, ac- 
companied with infinite torments; torments, indeed, con- 

_ pared with which, all the fufferihys of this mortal life are 
light and inconfiderable: neverthelels, as the fpirit of Gcd 
reprefents the heavenly joys and felicities by things that are. 
moft pleafant and delightful; fo, to exprefs to us hell-tor- . 
‘men's, it borrows things that are the moft dreadful ard 

painful in this life: we are told of atyabyfs, or furnace full of 

| _ flames, a bottomlefs pit, burning with fire and brimftone, 
The {cripture mentions chains of darknefs, an eterral ni: ht, 
and an hell-fire, where there are weeping and gnafhing cf | 
teeth. Fancy to yourfelves a man devoured with wo, ms, 
burning in hot flames, in continual torments, in w' ofe - 
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wounds kindled brimftone is poured ‘without intermiffion, 
with boiling lead and burning pitch. All this will give us 
bat a light and imperfect image of th: ftate of tell, tor all: 
the pains of the body are nothing in compatifon to th e hore 
rors, troubles, and incredible griefs that fh.il for ever rack 


and torture the damned foul As fhame aggravatcs our 
fufferings, and renders them more terrible, the damned thall 


betoaded with fhame and infamy to all cternity ; ther names 
fhali be hateful to God and his hoiy angels, and they thall 
be curfed with an endlefs curfe, and fentenced to everlatiing 
fire prepared for the cevil and hisangels. Ai thar fe 
fhall tga in thefe horrid torments ; thev fhail be crufhee in 
the wine-prefs of God’s eternal wrath, and they fhall feel 
for ever and ever, the ftrokes of God’s vengeatice, and of 
his almighty Hand ! 

They fhall then learn by wocful experience, w what a ter<. 
rible thing it is to fall into the hands of the living God, and 
how intolerable that fire’is, that fhall co:fume his enemies. 
Their eyes thall perceive nothing but the bottomle:s pit, 
the devil's image, and the furies of hell their ears ihall hear 
nothing but the horrible. outcries, ant. fearful roarings, of. 
tormented devils and damned fpisits. “They fhall be chooked 
with the noifome fmell and tna of the bottomlefs pit; they 
fall then drink the very dregs and bo:tom of the venom of his 
arrows: fire and beiiilclee {hai} be the portion of their cup. 
From hence fhall proceed their rage, madnefs and defpair ; 
they fhall ery in Cain’s language, “ My punithment is greater 
than I can bear,” when they fhall fee nething but an extreme 
mifery, and woeful darknefs, they fhall curfe God the King of | 
all creatures, Ifa. viii. In their fury and rage they fhall eat 
their tongues, and blafpheme the great God of heaven and 
earth. It had been far sal tor {rth perfons, that they had 
never been born; therefore they fhall feck death, and fhall 
rot find it. Matt. xxvi. They thall defire to di: that is, 
to be reduced Rey. ix. But this death fhall 
fly from them: they fhall fie for éver, to die continually ; 
and they fhall die, and never be confumed. Who of you 
can dwell in eternz] fames? Rev. vi. If the phial full of 
God’s wrath, force the wicked to cry out, how much more 

thal) the rivers and the ocean of God’s vengeance draw from 
them, * O mountains fall on us; O rocks, cover us, and hide ~ 


tis from the face of Him that fits upon the throne, and: from — 


the wrath of the Lamb ; for the greatnefs of his wrath is come, 
and who fhall abide it?” Mifery of miferies | toe fhocking 
for reficction to dwell upon. buy O ye carelefs ftubborn 

| finners, 
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finners, if fo difmal to forefee, and that ata diftance; to- 


gether with fome comfortable’ expectation of efcaping it 
O! how bitter, inconceivably bitter to bear; without any 
intermidlion, or any mitigation through hopelefs and eternal 
ages ! 


| « Tempefts of anery fire fall roll, 
To biaft the rebel worm; 

_ And beat upon his naked foul, 

one eternal ftorm.”’ 


« Who has any bowels of pity ? Who has any fentiments 


of compaffien ? Who has any tender concern for. his fellow- 


creatures? Who?—-In God’s name and for Chriit’s fake, 
let him fhew it; by warning every man, and befeeching 
every man, to feek the Lod while he may be found: to’ 
throw dow a che arms of rebellion, before the act of indem- 


‘nity expires: {ubmiffively to adore the Lamb, while he bolds 
‘out the golden fceptre. Here, let us act the friendly part to 
mankind. Here, let the whole force of our benevolence exert 
itfelf; in exhorting relations, acquaintance, neighbours, 
‘whomflever we may probably influence, to take the wings 


of faith unfeigned, of repentance undelayed ; and flee away 
from the wraih to come.” But if they will ftop . their ears 
to God’s gracious calls, and hard-ntheir hearts to his invi- 
tation to repentance, God wil] alf>. ft p his ears to their out- 
cries, znd his eyes to their grievous fufteriags; and when 
they fiall be ovcrcome with fear and defpair, God 


feorn and mock at their*mifery ! O, then {hail they fee, and 


fecl, what it is to provoke the omnipotent God-head : 
what it is,to trample upon the blood of his Son, and offes 


defpite to all the gracious vertures of bis This, 


O this muft be. the inevitable fentence pronounced upon 
them. “ Depart from ine ye cuffed, into eve:lafting fire, 
prepared fur the devil and his angels, thefe thatl go away | 
into everlafting punifhinent.” “The word of ete nal truth 
declares it. “They thall be “ pinifhed with everlatting def- 
truction, from the piefence of the Lord, and trom the glory 
of his power.” If this be the end of the ungodly, “ my 
foul, come not thou into ther fec et! Unto then cilembly, 
Tine honour, be thow act united!’ How awfully accom- 
plifhed is chat prediction of iifpired wildom ! Sin, though 
feeniingly {weet in the commifhon, yet at the it biteth 
like a f{erpent, and like ans adder.’ Fly therefore, 
from the tents, O fly from the ways of iuch wretched men. 
By. what incans then we may avoid tue torments of hell, and 
(atiain 
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attain the joys of heaven, is an enquiry which deferves our 
mott attentive application of thought; a fcience to be learnt 
with the moft. watchful care, and moit folicitous concern. 


- And ia this ftudy ’tis of great confequence to fet out right; 


for all our moft affiduous endeavours will be employed to 
very little purpofe, if we be not firft inftruicted what way 
it is that leads to everlafting blifs,and carries us out froin all 
danger of everlafting mifery. Jcfus, is “the way and the 
truth and the life.” John xiv. 6. Jefus has marked the path 


by his fhining example ; and left us an unerring clue, tn_his 


holy word. For Ged foloved the world, that he gave his 


only begotten Son, that -whofoever believeth in him thalk 


not perifh, but have everlafting life. For God fent not his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 
world, through him, might be faved. John iii, 16, 17. 
“ He is the propitiation for our fins.” Sin he has expiated 


_ by the facrifice of himielf. The law he has fulfilled, by his 


perfe&t obedience. The finner he transforms, by his fan&ti-+ 
fying {pirit. Ina word, he hath both prefented us with a 


clear diicovety of good things to come, and adminiftered to_ 


us an abundant entrance into’ the final enjoyment of them«. 


perhaps fome may too great and too vilea— 


finner to be parduned.” But hark, finners, “¢ Where fin has’ 
abounded,” fays the proclamation from. the court of heaven, 


« much more abound.” Manafich, was a monfter 
o 


barbarity ; for he caufed his own children to pafs through 


_ the fire, and filled Jcrufalam with innocent blood. Manafieh 


was an adept in iniquity ; for he not only multiplied, and to 
an extravagant degree, his own facrilegious impicties, but 
he poifoned the .principles, and perverted the manners of his 
fubjeéts, making them to do worfe than the moft detefi- 


“able of the heathen idolaters. See 2 Chron. xxxiii. Yet 


through this fuperabundant grace, he is humbled ; he is re- 
formed; and became a child of forgiving love, an heir of | 
immortal glory.—Behold that bitter and bloody perf-cuior, 
Saul; when, breathing out threatnings, and bent upon 
(laughter, he worried the Jambs, and put to death the difci- 
ples of Jefus, Who, upon the principles of human julg- 

d:ftined to unavoidable damnation? Nay, who would not | 
have been ready to conclude, that, if there were heavier 
chains, and a deeper dungeon in the world of woe, they muft 
furely be referved for fuch an implacable enemy'of true 


godliaels? Yet, (admire and adore the inexhauftable treafures 


of grate!) this Saul is admitted into the godly fellowihip of 
the 
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the prophets ;_is numbered with the noble army of martyrs 5 
and maces a diftinguifhed hgure among the glorious com- 


pany of the apoftles.—Thé Corinthians were flagitious even | 


to a proverb. Some of them wallowed in fuch abominable, 
vices, and habituated themifilves to fuch outrageous acts of 


injuftice, as were a reproach to human nature. Yet, even 


thefe fons of violence, and flaves of fenfuality, “© were waihed, 
were fanctified; were ‘juftified;” wafhed, in the precious 
blood of a dying Redeemer; fan@tified, by the powerful 


operations of the bleffed fpirit ; Piste through the infinite- 


ly tender mercies of a gracious God. Thofe, who were once 
the burden of the earth, are now the joy of heaven, and the 
delight cf angels. But let us confider yet further, what 
erate can do. [mean the cafe of thofe finners, who mur- 
dered the Prince of peace, and Lord of glory. Notwith- 
ftanding hig exemplary converfation, his heavenly doctrine, 
and his utiequalled miracles ; they feize his perfon; afperte 
his character 5 drag him before a heathen tribunal; extort a 
fentence of death againit innocence and holinets itfelf. Never 
was the vileit flave fo contumelioufly abufed; nor the moft 
execrable malefactor, fo barbarquily executed. The fun 


was confounded at the fhocking™ icene; and Ohe cannot 


but wonde, how the avengiag lishinings could withe 
hold their flafhes | The earth trembled at the horrid deed ; 
and ‘why, why did it not cleave afunder, arid open paflage 


for fucty blood-thirfty mifCreants into the nethermoft hell. 
Shall thefe ever hope to ‘obtain forgivenecis? Yes. Man 


even of thefe impious wretches, atte defcent of the Holy 


Ghoft, were convinced f ‘th-ir niferable ftate, were wounded 
with penitentiil remorfe; fled to the fanctuary of the 
crofs; had their pardon ratified by the baptifmal 


O the miraculous effects of divine grace! O the tri me. 


phant goodnefs of God our Saviour! OF! fly to Jefus, 
ye vileft finners, and he will defend you wih an Almighty 
arm; will fave you with an everlafting falvation ¢ 
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WRIEF MEMOIRS OF MR. THOMAS COBDEN, WHO DIED 
AT CHICHESTER, MARCH 20, 1800, IN THE THIRTY 


NINTH YEAR OF HIS AGE. | 


Mie. COBDEN was a truly worthy chriftian, and a 
ufeful Jabourer in the, Lord's vineyard; and though no ~~ 
monument in Weftminfter-Abbey, nor in St. Paul’s, will 


perpetuate his memory, yet, no doubt, fome of the Redeemed 


will bear teftimony to him as their Spiritual Father, when 
monuments fhall be diffolved, aid, “ like the bafelefs fabric 
| 


of a vifion, leave not a wreck behind.” | 


\ 


-It can fignify little where Mr. Cobden was born, or what 


his pedigree; it is of more importance, that we can fay,” 
his worth was not fo fully known, till the Methodift 


Society at Chichefter were deprived of his ufefulnefs and 


his labours, which they were for three months, previous te— 


his diffolution. His family, however, pofleffed confiderable 
property, but misfortune, or mifconduct, or both united, re- 
duced it toa lowebb; fo that he was never favoured with 


_ much of the gold which perifheth. He was brought upto — 
a trade, and though an induftrious and careful man, Pro@ienec 
ich 


did not crown him with fuccefs in bufinefs. This, 
fecrus a matter of regret, is now to him, moft probably, 


a matter of thankfulnefs ; as worldly profperity might have 


been a fnare, to his ruin; for when “ Jefhurun waxed fat, 
he kicked,” and Jofeph’s affli&tions were preparatory to his 


being the preferver of his Father’s houfe, and the faviour of 


the t.gyptians, from death. __ 

Mr. Cobden, many years fince, joined the Calvinift 
Methoditts in Chichefter ; but feeing the fuperior excel- 
lency of the doctrine ‘of free grace in Chriit for all mankind, 
as taught in the feriptures, he relinquifhed that confined 
notion, and joined the Methodifts, who believe in gencral 


redemption; and fuch was his invincible zeal for the glory 


of God's free grace, manifeited in making univerfal provifion 
for loit man, that after working hard all the week to main- 
tain his wife and five children, he would frequently walk 
more than twenty miles‘on a Lord's day, and preach three 
OF vodiy, that it was. the will 


of God that they fhould turn and live. ft was often late — 


at 


| 
4 | 


at night before he could reach home on a-Lord’s-day; yet 


he generally arofe to his work the next morning in good 
tims. He was entrufted by his maiter, Mi. Biffin, for 
whom he worked fourteen years, in the chair-making and 
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turnery bufinefs, with the overfight of a number of journey= | 


men; and was much refpected by him for his honeliy and 

In feveral villages where there was no licenced room, 
he preached in the ftreets: this brought him many encinies 
and. much oppofition, In one inftance, a perfon of wealth 
applied to Mr. Biffin, in hopes of preventing a repetition of 
Cobden’s vifits, but he was miftaken; for Mr. Biffin knew 
the value of religious liberty too well, to be an accomplice in 
perfecuting a man for rigbteoufnefs fake: he therefore told 


‘the gentleman, that he had no command over: Cobden on 


a Sunday; adding fmartly, “If your clergyman wants to 
get rid of my man’s vilits, let him pay more attention to the 


morals of his parifhioners, and not fuffer them to play at 


marbles or cricket on a Sunday.” One Sunday laft fammer, 
Mr. Cobden went to a heathenith little ifland called Hayling, 


with an intent to preach in the open ftreet, on that part of 
the day when there was no fervice at the church. It was | 
a walk of nearly twelve miles, to the place of pafluge. Seve- 
_ral friends accompanied him: but two of the farmers of the — 
ifland fet fome of their brother barbarians to interrupt him ; — 
_ and he, finding it impoffible to proceed in the fervice, with- 
drew, with his companions, to a friend’s houfe, where they 


tarried two hours. ‘The chiefs of the favages, thus vi€torious, 


rewarded their followers with {trong drink, fo plentifull Vs that 


they were intoxicated; and as the preacher aad his friends 
were going peaceably to their boat, they were affaulted by 
their enemies, who way-laid them, and after a volley of 


abufive language, committed many excefles, and knocked 
Cobden down. As foon ashe had regained his feet, he and _ 
_his friends determined not to render evil for evil,’ but ran — 


away; and the drunkards would have been left far behind, 
for they often feli in the chace, but their two comrades on 
horfeback prevented the Methediits from paffing them in. 
the lane, {wearing that they would ride over them, which 
they {trove to du. This gave the drunkards time to come 


up, and they treated Cobden fo cruelly, repeatedly knocking — 


him down, that when he had reached the boat, his ftrength | 


was fo exhaulted, that he was obliged to lay down in ir, 


The horfemen rode iyto the water to prevent the boat from 


putting a and one of the villains waded into the water, 
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'u, to his middie, and ftruck Cobden in the face as he !ey in 


the boat; when he afked them if.they wanted his money 


‘e: os life? At which another cried out with an o:th, 


& Takea fhilling of him to ¢rink ;” which Cobd-n gave the 


f-llow : and had not a cuftom-houfe boat cone up, whofe 
men cried fhase et their proceedings, and refcued the op- 


prefled, murder would probably have eniued. The next day 
NV. . Cobde:. called on me, to know where to apply for Ware 
‘yants azainit th: farmers, regretting, that the afiaulr und rob- 
bevy dig not come under the cognizance of the n.agiftrates of 
yo td outh, who are known, as “. Terrors to evil-docrs, and 


prates of them that do ‘'well.”’? To the magiftrates hitting 
at | ic am applicatipn was made, and, afterfome difficulty, 
cwarrants were obtained. One Jutice maintained, That 
~ Cobien had no bufinefs to go to Hayling, as there was a 
partin chu:ch, where the people were inftructed, Another 


© the bench, declared he had heerd Cobden prezch, and 
that his preaching was agreeable to the Thirty-nine Articles. 
Wartants were granted, and the farmers were brought to 
cou t, who, wifhing to avoid a profecution, were ready to 
acknowledge they had done wiong, and willing to make 
any reafonable amends, As the object was not fo much to 
punifh them as to prevent their behaving iinproperly in 
futusc, they were made to pay “eight guincas, and thus the 


- Mr. Cobden’s exertions were’ beyond his ftrength ; and 


on © ifiitmas-day he preached for the laft time. text, 


1 Tim. ui. 16. He was then very unwell, and continued 


to grow worle; the flux came on, which, with a_ fever, 


reduccd his bodily ftrength apace. Heswas refpected by 
christians of different denominations, who were confident 
that he fou. ht the happinefS of his fellow-men, in exhorting 
them to flee from the wrath to come, and to lay hoid of 
eternal life. Many contributed to his relief, and his family 


‘were fupported, during his thiee months illnefs, beyond his 


ex;.c@tation. The Rev. Mr. Walker, of Chichefter cathe- 


dral, &c. &c. often vilited him, and adminifte:ed to the 


neceffitics of his family. Another friend contributed half- 


a-yuinca a weck, almoit the whole tithe of bis affliction. In 
the firft fages of his illoefs, his mind was darx and gloomy, 


and death appeared as the King of Terrors; fo true is it, 
that chriftians, though they believe the {criptures, cannot enjoy 


the comfort cf them. ‘till the holy fpirit applies them 4 


with power, and fo imparts joy and gladnefs to the heart. 


~ However, a good while before his appointed time came, 


he 
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he was Reppy in his mind, faying in accents of triumph, 
«QO death where is thy fting.”” A becoming anxiety for his: 


wife and children, often induced him to with, if it was the 


Lord’s will, to be raifed up again. Onthe Lord’s day before 


his death, when Mr. G. Kingsford carried him thirty fhii- 


lings, which Mr. }. Kingsford. had obtained of fome Metho- 
difts at Portfinouth; he appeared very chearful, thankful, and 
happy, faying, “ nothing you can bring me does me fo much 


good as your prefence and converfation,”” repeating part ofa 


 dermon which he heard Mr. G. K. preach, and which had.ad- 
- miniitered comfort to him in his affliction. When the mef- 
f death came, he was fouid ready, and “ bleffed are the - 


fenger o 
Aad which die in-the Lord, for they ref from their labour, 


and their works do follow them." 
The following Sunday was the time for the ‘atiecdbaa oF 


Mr. Cobden’s remains, and Mr. J. Kingsford (who greatly 


refpected him for his work’s fake) beine at Chichefter that _ 
day to preach at the Baotift Mecting, v where he oceationally 
fupplies; the Methodift Society, difappdinted of the preacher. 


they had written to, applied to him to’preach a funeral fer- 

mon on the occafion that evening. He accordingly attended 
the corpfe to the grave, when’ the Rev. Mr. Walker read the 
funeral fervice. with, peculiar folemnity; after which. Mr. 


‘Kingsford preached in the Methodift Chapel to a crouded 


congregation, trom Prov. x. 7. [he memory of the jut i iS 
bietied. And many tears were fhed during the fervice, 


This conduct is a reciprocal proof of the prevalence of 
Chriftian efteem over party fyirit; for though feveral perfons — 


have lately left the Methodift Society, and gone to the Baptitt 

Meeting ; four of whom have joined the Buaptifts, and Mr. 

Kingsford baptifed then; yet they could mingle their tears 
together over the afhes of the dead, and join in befeeching one 
eee to give all diligence to maxe their cal iling and election 
ure.. >| 


May the diftrefled widow and fatherlole \childten. experience 
the wath of Ged’s word, which fays, “ A father of the 
atherle(s, and a judge of the is God, 1n his ha- 


bi Amen. 


Te the Editor of Baptip 
Dear Sir, 


The following thoughts were cochiatlan to paper at: a time 
of domeftie fadne{s; and while the impreffions, occafioned 
by the lofs of a beloved daughter, wee recent. “The 

giving 
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giving vent to my feelings, in this way, afforded my 
. mind fome relief, 2nd if, in your judgment, they do not 
-difpiay more of the weaknefs than the fenilibility of a 
father, who cannot boxft of poffc-ffing, either among his 
natural or acquired abilities, {mall as they are, the inflexi- 
bility of ftoicifm, or a mifanthropical indifference to 
pleaiing fcenes and events; and if they may alfo afford 
fome portion of relief, or a temporary diverfion of thought — 
to thofe in fimilar circumftances ; in giving them a place in 
your Mifellany, you will gratify the feelings of 


+ 
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March 26, 1800. PARENT. 


MEDITATION ON THE DEATH OF A BELOVED 
ie? CHILD. 
-* Some meffenger of God my door has pafs’d, | 
« From earth returning, faw the beauteous flower, | 
© Tranfported,egathered it, and in hishand | 
Bore it to heaven, rejoicing 


~ LOVELY babe! how art thou changed! a little while eA 
aco I beheld thee healthy, fprightly, and aétive; affording =| 
thy parents a pleafing profpect of con.inuance with then, 
and that thou wouldeft live to gladden their hearts, to employ 
their affectionate attentions, to alleviate their forrows, to | | 
fweeten their cares, and to attend them to their peacefui abode, 2 
the grave. Thou hait been but a tranfient fojourner in this 
yale of tears:”’ thou didft tafte, at an early period, of the 
forrows attendant on exiftence, and thou haft now felt the 
: bitternefs of death, Often have I feen thee feated on the 
7 | knee, and folacing thyfelf at the breaft ; have beheld thy fmiles, 
4 * heard thy engaging, though articulate voice; have witneffed 
thofe artlefs and undiflembled, yet fufficiently diftinG and evi- 
a dent tokens of joy, on my return after a fhort abfence, with _ - 
A the livelieft emotions, and fuch as only a parent can feel. 

_ "Thy early malady and thy occafional pains excited my ten- 
dereft fympathy; and thy late improving health increafed 
my fatisfaction, and brightened my profpect, a profpect now 
alas! completely blafted. 

| But in what an affecting ftate have I fince beheld thee! 
Thy parched frame, thy convullive cough, thy melancholy 

7 moans, thy bedimmed eyes, thy diftorted countenance, thy 

painful efforts to breathe, and thy fometimes ineffz@tual en- 

deavours to fuck, are deeply imprinted on my memory. Can 

I ever forget thy wifhful looks, the figns of pleafure thou gaveft 

when brought to the breaft after the abfence of fome haurs, 
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thme eager attempts to refrefh thyfelf at it, as if zonfcious it. 


would be thy laft draught; thofe voluntary and repeated em- 
braces, as if foreboding the Jaft? Could netter prayers, nor 
tears, nor parental folicitude’ avail any thing? Alas! they 
were all fruitlefs. It was the will of heaven that thou fhould& 
{tay .,ith us no longer, 
Now thou lieft a {tiffened corpfe | thine eye looketh upon 
me no longer ! How cold are thofe lips I have fo often kifled ! 
how dim thofe eyes that ufed to {parkle, and have. fo often 
brightened mine! The rofe on thy cheeks. is exchanged for 
the lily ; and the crimfon fluid which once circulated in thy 
veins, is now become ftagnant! No more muft I fee thee 


fmile, ftretch out thine arms, folace thyfelf with nature’s ~ 


fluid, behold thy playful gefticulations, or receive thine endear- 
ing embraces! All thy fenfes are clofed; thy little life is 
gone! I figh, but thou doft not hear; the tears ftart froma 
my eyes, and bedew my cheeks, but thou regardeft them not! 
‘The yearnings of thy mother, at whofe breait 1 have feen thee 


fo often cling with fuch affectionate endearments, do not 
move thee at all! Thou feemeit as infentible as the fhroud | 
_ that enwraps thee, or the coffin in which thou art now laid! 


O death ! how ruthlefs, how relentlefs thou art, to tear, equally 


unmoved, the infant from the breaft, and the mother from 


helplefs infancy ! 

One painful fcene yet remains. Such is the prefent con- 
dition of our being, and fuch is the alloy of domeftic felicity ; 
that “there comes a period in the life of man, ip which he 
is reduced to the deplorable necefiity of faying, with regard to 
the object of his fond affection ; Bury my dead out of my fight.” 
Yes, i tuft fee thee fhut up in thy coffin, excluded from light. 


andair. I mutt behold tace conveyed outof that houfe, into 


which thou mutt no more re-enter ; that houfe, in which thy 


playfulnets has fo often enlivened the focial circle; where we 
have fo often, by turns, thared thy carefies. I muft accom-. 


pany thee to the grave, and fe thy remains committed to the 
earth, Herel muitleave thee. Here I muft bid theea long 


farewell. Here thou aiu't rcpofein filence and inactivity tilk 


the heavens be no more.” ‘Phy parents muft behold thee no 
More on eart:, nor thou them. Imagination lingers, and be- 


holds thy fair form defaced, ty bones difjsinted, and thy deli- . 


Cate irame eatirely difurganized, and undiitinguifhed fram the 


contiguous and furrounding duit. Intrufive ignorance ex- 


Claims, Good God! Why this fpolition? Why fubje& a 
machine fo curioufly wrought, and to nicely proportioned, to 


fuch mutilation and devaf:meat? Butitis envugh, that chi his. 
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difpenfations are directed by infinite and unerring reafon,. — - 
though impervious to fhort-tighted man.. Submiflively bowing 
therefore, to the determinations of providence, “we fhut up | 
_ the grave, and for a ihort timé quit thefe geceptacles of death. 
—Fareweil ! ye mouldeiing remains of a much-loved child. 
*Tis the cold confolation of the hop-lefs to add, We fhall 
fhortly return, and be laid betide thee.” etka. 
. By thy premature departure, thou art deprived of parentat 
inftréGion; cut off from the common fources of knowledye; 
and prevented from living to enlighten thy fpecies by thy 
wifdom, or improve them by thy example. Thy parents. 
have loft the pleafure attending parental care, viewing the 
gradual unfolding of thine infant powers, and obierving thy 
progreflive advance to maturity. They are bereaved of the ae 
hope of witneffing thy filial piety, and folicitous attention, Pep 
in ficknefs and the decline of life, when thine affiftance might 
have {moothed the brow of care, afforded them the moft heart- | 
felt fatisfaction, and made their defcént to the grave more ~ 
eafy. Inthee theorder of nature feems inverted, and “thon 
who fhould’ft have beento us as poiterity, art in the place :. 
of an anceftor.”” But the decifionsofheaven areas wifeand 
benevolent, asthey are oftentimes infcrutable; and I would — 
by no means indulge a querulous humour, nor fuffer anir- 
reverend or diicontented thought of God to harbour fora 
moment in my breaft. If thouart taken away frem life and 
it’s enjoyments, thou art alfo delivered from it’s. pains, it’s 
forrows, and it’s viccs. ‘I’hou art affuredly “ taken away 
frem the evil to.come.” little bark has fafely reached 
the harbour, where thou art fecure from every tempeft, by 
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which, thofe whom thou hait left benind, may be long and | 
perhaps overwhelmed. Ifthy parents are | 
deprived of the pleature of beholding thy hopeful. youth, and a 


_ thy virtuous maturity, and have loft the fatisfation of beftow- 
ing their attentions, and the hope of receiving thine 3 they 
will no more fee thy tender frame prined, parched, agit.ted, 

couvulfed ; they will no.more hear thy moans, fee the deadly 

film becloud thine eye, or anxioufly watch thy departing 

breath. And what would be mor: diftrefling to them ftill, 
they will never behold thee the victim of folly or fedu@tion; => 
nor forrow for any abberrations of conduct inthee; nor fear stk 
pefpecting thy final defiiny, tou have net lived to be an 
- honourand a benefit to them, thou wilt bring on them no re- 
, proach ; and they will never be ‘educed to the fad neceiiity, 
a neceility alas! to which many haplefs parcuts are brought, 
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of bluthing to own thy name, and of acknowledzivg thy con- 
fanguinity. 
weep for thee, and hav2 not power to reftrain the falling — 
tear. J conf-crate them, without a blufh, thy memory. 
Thou waft lovely in my eyes, and that Being who has taken» 
-awav their defire with a ftrake, will not be di‘pleaied at the 
pang it occalions. But it is not becaute i think thee uuhap- ; 
or God unjuft ; itis not becaute feel any d. {pofition to 
arraign the rectitude of his proceedings, to whole righteous 
difpenfations I would be completely refigned. The very pro- 
penfity ina creature of yefterday, with a fpark, a mere ipark 
of intelligence, to the infu fferabic arrogance of calling in quef- 
tion the decifions of infiuite effulgence, would fhock me, It 
is becaufean object of my affection, an affection not unlawful, 
) becaufe not immoderate, is taken from me, whole endear- 
ments, like tendrils were entwined about my heart. Lak, 
is it beneath the man, the parent, or the chriitian to feelin =” 
fuch a cafe? And if not, can it be wrong to weep? Un- 
feling apathy fays yes ; and they who have never been in a ~ 
fimilar fituation, and are ftrangers to a confentaneity of feel~ 
"ing, call # weaknefs ; as if atender feniibility were a crime, 
or ftupidity a virtue! Is not the pleafure ariling from agree- 
able fucial conneétions, the moft exquilite of earthly felicity? — 
- And was not man made a focial being, that he might enjoy and 
Communicate it? If, then, the formation and continuance of 
thefe relations were intended to afford, and do actually afford © 
this fatisfa@tion, the diffolution of them mutt, of courfe, oc- 
cafion a pungency of pain, in proportion as the focial prin- 
_ ¢ipleis found to exift. Why has the Author of nature em 
__ dowed man’ with the capacity for fympathy, and formed him 
for the finer fenfibilities of the foul? Why has he opened for 
him only, of all the variety of animated creatures, avenues 
q by which he may give vent to them in tears? Doubtlefs, ia 
aid of virtue, to heighten focial endearments, to draw man 
more clofely to man, and incite to more active exertions. in 
_Yelieving the wants, in contributing to the happinefs,and — 
_ performing the duties he owes to his fpecies, and particularly _ 
‘t) the domettic circle: in a word, to humanize, to refine, | 
toendear. Sure the paflions of love and grief are not un. 
nstural and contraband, when not carried to excels; and 
that only is.to be accounted excefs, which breaks out in murs 
murs again{t the divine adminiftration, or difqualifizs for the | 
- duties we owe to furvivors. Our Lord has himfelf fanétificg © 
the tears of friendthip by his own, and the tears of affection — 
cannot be lefs acceptable. Let him then, who can, hug 
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himfelf on account of his infeniibility in fuch a cafe, and if he. 
pleafe, call it greatnefs of foul. {[ envy him not his feelings, 
which, to me, difplay more of the indications of the mere 
al, than of the focial being. | 
What confolation remains for the mourning parents, to 
folace them while bemoaning their lofs? That thy early de- 
parture will, in a way known to infinite intelligence and good- 
nefé be thy everlafting gain. That thou art * paft all ftorms, 
-eaicd of all pains,” and freed from all evils. ‘That thou art 
fecure from every tempeft, whom no rude blaft can ever 
reach, nor wayward paffion agitate. That thou art tranf- — 
plantedin a more genial clime, and become an inhabitant | 
of that world, where thy embryo powers will more rapidly © 
evilye. That thy parents will never more feel pain, by any _ 
thing thou wilt fuffer; and the hope that their difembodied 
{pirits will, in a little time, come where thine is gone ; and 
that, when the refurrection morn arrives, they will fee thee | 
again re-fafhioned, improved, beautified, refined, and made © 
immortal. It would have appeared a more affe@ting circum- | 
ftance, hadft thou been deprived of thy parents at fuch an 
age, and left an helplefs and friendlefs orphan in an enfnaring — 
and evil world; and deprived of parental attention, vigilance, 
and direction. They would have left thee behind them 
in the midft of fuch perils, with more anxiety and rpertur- 
bation than they now feel, in committing thee to the grave. 
Should they be f{peedily called to follow thee, they may have | 
occafion to fee] much folicitude for thofe they may leave be- ~ 
hind, when thy being gone before, will be an event of plea- 
fing contemplation. Yes, my child, the rational, fcriptural — 
hope of feeing, of meeting, of embracing, of felicitating thee 
in heaven; the profpeét of mutual congratulations, of a re- 
newal of affections and endearments, that will be refined, 
unabating, and endlefs, is our greateft confolation, and, in 
_ defiance of our prefent fenfations, alleviate our griefs. “ Hail ! 
that triumphant morn, when death fall be fwailowed for ever ; 
‘when you, with ourfelves, and the multitude of the blefied 
that furrounds us, fhall rife again; when the trumpet fhall 
found, and they who fleep in the duft fhall awake ; when cor-_ 
_ruptten fhail put on incorruption, and the mortal put on sm- 
mortality. Vhegrave, the facred repofitory of thy remains, 
faithful toit’s truft, fhall refign it’s charge at the voice of 
_ Chrift; and we fhall meet again and feparate no more. We 
thall not again witnefs the affecting fcene of thine expiring 
agonies.” The cruel hand of?’ death, will not be able there 
to reach thee, and tear thee from our embraces. cae 
{halt 
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fhalt flourifh in eternal Health and vigour, and be, with us, 


| 


for ever with the Lord.” | 


“What the Ieffon thy death affords to thy parents? Un- 


doubtedly, a very inftructive ore :—that they are itill on 
that journey which thou haft fo {peedily. finithed ;—that they 


only probationérs of that world into which thou. art hap- 
pily arrived, and fhould therefore eagerly prefs forwarli ;—that 
they have yet to pafs that bourn, which ‘no traveller ever | 


repafled, and fhould fteadily keep it in view. But, in order 


that they may obtain that admittance into paradife, which 
t found, mp muft “ hold out to the end.”—That _ 
the time oftheir eparture may be at hand,”’ and therefore 


it 1s needful to relax their hold; as much as may, be, from: 
objects and enjoyménts of uncertain continuance, and from 
which, willing or unwilling, a feparation is inevitable. 


That the grave that enclofes thee, will in a litile time open 


for them; when they will be as infenfible to all that is 


paffing in the world as thou art, and where alfo, it can ad+ 


minifter as little to their pleafure, as it now does to thine. 
May theys from thy deceafe, be more folicitous to prepare 
for their’s.—May the lofs of thee be borne with chriftian re- 
fignation, and prepare them for ‘any other deprivations 
the righteous Governour of the world may appoint. And, 
as thy arrival in a peaceful and happy: world, gives them 
an additional intereft in it, may-it be an additional ftimulus 
to redoubled exertions to fhare it with thee, and enjoy that 
reciprocity,and refinement of endearments, which death has, 
indeed, interrupted, but not deftroyed. May they love lefs 
a,world fo empty, fo vain, fo inconftant; and ‘igh for ens 
largement and perfection. Yet, while they continue fojourn- 


ers in it, may their-moft active endeavours be ufed, co fill 
up every relation with reputation and ufefulnefs, and to per. 


form every duty with chearfulnefs and faithiulnefs; not 
merely that their names may be embalmed in the memory of 
thofe they may leave behind, but that they may be “ always 
ready,” may quit life with the confcioufneis of not having 
lived in vain,and through the blood of the Lamb, with the 


hope of meeting, in another world, with aa agreeable re~ 


ception, and an appropriate reward. 
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Leathe Editor of the General Baptif?, Magazine. 
SIR, | | 


PERHAPS you may have feen in the Proteftant Diffenters 
Magazine, an account of all the meeting-houfes in London, 
and the fucceffion of minifters in them for a number of 
years, which | copied from a curious old MS. By the dif- 
continuance of that periodical work, this account is left im- 
perfect, which is matter of regret to many. If you think 
proper to infert the remaining articles in your Mifcellany, 1 
will fend them to you. I apprehend this will not only be 


_ agreeable to your readers (efpecialty as the laft article relates. 


_ tothe Baptff churches) but alfo to the readers of the ‘other 


work, now extin&; many of whom will probably purchafe — 


¢ 


yours to render that complete. Perhaps it may be advifeable 


to print it upon feparate leaves, fo as to admit of being taken 
Out, and it might not be amifs to print an additional number 
of thefe pages by themfelves. I think there will be enough 
to furnith an article in two of your Numbers, of about four 


_- Tam, Sir, with great refpe&, yours, &c. 
Hackney, April 9, 1800. S. PALMER. 

TO THE REY. S. PALMER, HACKNEY. 


Rev. Sir, 


| 


THAD the pleafure to receive your favour, and give you 


thanks for your generous propofal to furnifh us-with “ the 


remaining articles of the account of the meeting-houfes in- 


London, and the fucceflion of minifters in them for a number 


will, doubt not, gratify many 


| 


our readers. - We fhall be glad to receive them, if conve- 


nient to yourfelf, in time to be inferted in the two enfuing 


numbers of the General Baptift Magazine. How far it may 
be advantag¢ous, or proper, to print “ an additional number 


of them by themiclves,” depends upon {ome circumftances in 


which I am not yet fully clear. But I will take the neceflary 
fteps to ‘obtain certainty refpecting them. Any other com- 
munications for our Mifcellany will be acknowledged with 


unteigned gratitude. Senfible of my obligations for this, and 


every other inflance of your friendhhip, | 
dam, Rev. Sir, your obedient humble fervant, 

20, Mile-end-road, The Epiror, 
N.B. [n confequence of Mr. Palmer's kind propofa), our 
readers may expect, :’rovidence permitting, that the articles 
mentioned by him will be infertes in the Generali Bapiitt 
Magazine, May and June next. a] LET- 
par a | 
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LETTER TO MISS J. 


I RECEIVED your very kind letter with a deal of plea- 


-fure, and have read it over, I truft with confiderableadvan- 
‘tage. It is my earneft delire that your. prayers may be an- 
- f{wered in my daily increafe in the divine life, for as you 
_juftly obferve there is nothing. but the power of godlingfs to 
be accounted of: poflefled of this we have every thing to 
make us happy, both in time and eternity ; Without it we are 
poor and miferable, though we glitter in gold, and pearls, and 
| .efteem it a great bleffing that ever I heard the gafpel of 
peace, which proclaims hberty to fouls captivated by fin and 
- fatan; exhibit a Jefus almighty to fave—opens a fountain for 
fin and uncleannefs—promifes the holy fpirit to fanctify and 
feal the believing foul, and difplays the glories of heaven as 
an inhericance for the dying faint. This, my dear friend, is 
my treafure, the rejoicing of my beart; to this I defire to be 
_ wholly conformed in my life; the image of the meek and 
lewly Jefus it is my greateit ambition to bear, and to be 
wholly devoted to the fervice of my God. | 


But, though I truit 1 can fay with truth, that religion is 


the chief obje@ of my purfuit, 1 meet with fuch difficulties 
\ — f fcarcely know how to defcribe to you; I often think that 1 
have a More deceitful, wandering, unitable heart than any 


body eife enceavour to apply my thoughts to medita-— 


| tion, to reading, or ,hearing the word preached, my heart — 
ftart alide like deceitful bow; and fatan is very diligent 
to help forward wanderings, and many times he brings in 
fuch fugyetiions, and harrail-s me with temptations, that 
am ready to give up my confidence, and conclude myfelf ix 
a {tate of non-acceptance with God. 
On this fubdject L need both your advice and your 
prayers. IT hope you will net forget me at the throne 
of grace. I fometines meet with rehef in prayer, and by 
—converling with my. hufband about experimental things.— 
I believe it is his fincere defire to be an helper to me in the 
For fome time lately I have met, as often as Convenient, 
with a female acquaintance ; and we {pend a little time in | 
mutual converfativn and prayer, which | have found ufeful 
and 1 belicve were chriftians to meet, and {peak often one to 


it would be bo.h ed:lying to 


elves; and. 
acceptable 


Bother, 
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acceptable to God; as well now asin the days of the prot 
phet Malachi. Mal. iii. 16. 


Tam, dear friend, affeftionately yours, 


‘LETTER TO A FRIEND. 


Dear Sir, London, O&. 18, 1799. 


_ PRECEIVED your kind letter fafe, and 1 muft beg your 
forgivenefs for my iong filence about it. I was. much con- 
cerned to hear of your being fo great a fufferer. But the 
Lord knows beft what is good for his children: he does not 
afflict them willing!y; but fends the rod to make them live 


this world’s goods.. How great a mercy is it that your afflic- 
tion has been fo fanctified, as to produce this geod effect! = 
May you daily experience more and more comfort from 
thofe precious promifes contained in the word of God; and 
rove that they are “ all yea and amen in Chrift Jefus ;’’ who 


is “the fame yetterday, to-day, and for ever.” Ihopethe 


Lord will hear your prayers, and fend the holy fpirit to cheer 
and comfort you when you need it moft. The promife ts, 
«“ whatfoever ye afk believing, ye receive, and ye fhall re- 
ceive.” And in another place, that, “ while they are yet 
fpeaking I will hear, faith the Lord.” ‘Therefore fire not, 
my good frien’, but he will be faithful to his promife, and 
ftand by you in every time of need. We are poor faint 
hearted creatures, and can much more eafily give advice than 

ractife it ourfeives ; this l feel to be my own cafe; for I have 
‘often thought | thould faint was the Lord to fend me any 
heavy trial. But this, 1 am fenfible, is difhonourable to 
him, for he has faid, “as thy day is, fo fhall thy ftrength 
be.”” We are ready to forget where our ftrength lies ; and 
that death is a conquered enemy, and one we need «ict fear; 
fince he is deprived of his fting, by the great Captain of our 
falyation ; who overcame hin by the blood of his crofs. Oh! 
that we did but look more to him, and to what he has done 


and fuffered for us, than we do to ourfelves. i 


I thank you for your kind advice, and I hope lie wend 2 
will enable me to profit by it. I much need the admonition, | 


for aluke-warm fpicit is toe, too prevalent in me. And how 


ought to adore his long-fuffering goodnefs, that he has kept 
me from being cut off as a cumberer of the ground. Ido | 


“not forget you in my poor prayers, and J beg an intereit in 
yours. And, if We never meet again here below, I truft we 


ahi 


nearer to himfelf; and to fee the vanity and emptinefs of all 
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fhall meet around the throne, and fing, « Worthy is the 


Lamb that was flain to receive power, and riches, and 


wijdom, and ftrength, and honour, and glorys and blefling.” 


Amen. 
I remain, dear Sir, in the I Lord, your affectionate, 


Sonor. 


RELIGIOUS IN TELLIGEN CE. 


"L BE {mall fociety, under the paftoral care of Mr. 
Shenfton, have fome months ago, been deprived of their | 


meeting-houfé in Duke-ftrect, Southwark: but they have” 
hired another convenient place, in Gravel-lane, Southwark, 


This is now fitted up, and it was opened on the 11th of the 
prefent month; when Mr. Driver, Mr. Jarrom, aud Mr. 


George € ompton, of Haariton, near Cambridge, all engaged 


in prayer , and Mr. D. Taylor delivered a difcourfe from 


Amos vii. 2. By whom fhall Jacob arife ? for he is imall.” 
Mr, T. maken with prayer. Mr. Shenftone read out the 


fuitable pfalms and hymns, wi were mug. at proper inter- 
vals during the fervice. 

It was a time of ferioufnels and pleasure, and we humbly 
hope that by the power and grace of the “ mighty God of 
that {mall intereft will yet avife to a of refpeéta- 
bility, to the fatisfation and comfort of many, and to the 


honour of his great and glorious name. Amen. | 


On Wednelday, the gih of the prefent month, was the half 


yearly meeting of fome General Baptitts,(fee vol. ii. p. 388) at 


which were prefent Mr. Jofeph Hobbs, of Chatham, Kent, 
Mr. Edward Sexton, of Chefham, Bucks, Mr. Geor 
Compton, of Haarfton, Cambridgefhire, and Meff. ‘D. 


Faylor J. B. Shenfton, T’. Bore, J. Day, 


J. Mann, W. Gamble, J. Jarrom, and §. Driver, all of London. 
‘Brother Hobbs opened the meeting with prayer. | 
Brother Taylor was requefted to take the chair. | 
Brother Compton requefted to become a member of this 

fmall fociety, and was admitted. After this he proceeded. to 

; account of the church, o:er which he is paftor, at 


-givea 
; and propofed two difficulties, re{fpe@ting which he 


“They were and advice. was given 
hima cordingly. 


Brother Sexton then A fome account of the ‘ftate of the 


rous ; 


a at Chefham, which appears to be peaceful and profpe- 


but in confequence of our late brother. Young’ 3 
itands i in great ofa miniffer, 


Brother 
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| 


Brother Hobb's alfo gave an account of the fate of things : 


at Chatham ; and the converfation was continued till it was 


found necefiary to prepare for public worfhip, which began at 


fixo’clock. When brother D. Taylor read out the hymns, 


brother Compton prayed, and Sexton and Hobbs 
delivered two difcourfes. The former from 1 John i. 3. 
“ That which we have feen and heard, declare we unto you, 
that ye alfo may have fellowihip with us: and truly our fel- 


lowfhip is with the Father, and with his fon Jefus Chri.” 
‘The: from 1 Thefi. v. 14. we exhort you, 
brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the fecble- 
minded, fupport the weak, be paticut towards all men.” 
Brother Hobbs, after preaching, concluded with prayer; 
and the aflociated brethren retired into the veftry for conver- 
fation till about ten o'clock. Brother ‘Taylor concluded the 
f:rviceof the day with prayer, 

The next meeting to be at Chefham, Bucks, on Thurfday, 
Otober the gth, to begin at feven o'clock in the morning. 
Brother Taylor and brother Shent{tone to preach in the even- 


and brother Compton to on the preceding, 1. 


the evening. 


HINTS resprc TING tHe BAPTISTS. 
Baptism is a facrament by which a 


perfon is initiated into the chriftian church. Among a 


Jews, when a perfon was made a profelyte to their religion *, 
ifa male, he was firft circumcifed, and foon afte: wards bap- 
tized ; during which time a fummary of their religion was 
read, Baptifm is prattifed by all profeflors of chriitianity, 
except Quakers. In primitive times, the ceremony was per- 
formed by immertion, as it ftill is in the Oriental churches, 
agreeable to the original fignification of the word, which means 


dipping or plunging. he practice of the weftern churches is 


t> fprinkle the water upon the head or face of the perfon bap- 


_ tized, except the church of Milan, in whofe ritual it is ordered 
that the head of the infant be three timcs plunged in water. In 
primitive times, it feems probable that none were baptized — 
but adults, tho’ feveral learned men counter d, that infants were 
admitted into this facrament.”’ Diétionary onthe word Bap- 


t'fm, by the Rev. James Barclay, curate of Fdmonton,&c. 1792. 


* It feems, however, fufficiently evident, that this praétice of 
baptizing profelytes, was merely a Jewifh tradition, without any 
divineauthority; and not practifed before the time of John the 


See Booth’s Pxdobapti{m examined, vol. 11. p. 162,&c, 


ed edit. 1787..D. Taylor’ on Chiltan ed edu, 
and others. | 
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Nottingham, April 13, 1866. 


| Own the 26th of March laft died, Mrs. Mary Smithg 
wife of the Rev. Robert Smith, paftor of the General Baptift 
| church at this place. She was the eldeft daughter of the late 4 
(worthy) Mi, Samuel Robinfon, of Melbourn, Derbyfhire. 2 
She “remembered her Creator in the days of her youth.” 44 
| I think when about 15 years old, fhe was baptized, and re- 

| ceived a member of the church at Melbourn, and continued 

in that church for feveral years. | 
| 


In the year 178g, on the 16th of November, fhe gave her : 

| ‘hand and heart to the above Mr. Smith ; and I believe J. ae 

& may fay, (allowing for the frailties of nature) they have lived’ | 

in real conjugal affe@tion ever fince; and being a near 

lation, I have had the opportunity of being eye and ear wit- | 
nefs. of their mutual love. After, this marriage fhe was 
recommended to, and received a member of, the church at — : 

Nottingham, and ever fince has continued a worthy pro-~ = 

feffor “tid nok: Jefus., 


_, She did not appear to be elate with pride, fo as tothink herfelf thas : 
above her brethren or fifters; but with much freedom would. | 
converfe with the loweft: yet did not appear forward among ) | 


firangers. “Thofe, however, who were the moft intimate; 
had the higheft opinion of her as a chriftian, and the moft 
refpect for her. It-is not to be wondered that the near in- 
 timacy of her beloved partner, made her hieh tn his efteem,; 
“ But (to ufe his own words in a fimilar cafe) alas! fhe was’ - AB, 
(mortal: and after an illnefs of a confumptive nature for 
| five or fix weeks (which was from the time of her delivery of 
her eighth child) the died, leaving behind her a hufband and » 
hve children to jJament her lofs! 
Truly a lofs indeed! But to deferibe the feelings of her 
affectionate hufband on this occafion is impoffible. 
While in the midit of his grief, and almott bathed in tears, ’ 
{ heard him exprefs the feelings of his throbbing breaft in 
language fimnilar to this; “ O whata ftroke is this! Such a> 
ftroke never felt! The world’s” nothing! All's ‘gone! 
_ A litde before, her death fhe fent for me, ‘her hufband 
be.nz gone to preach at a, villace about nine miles off, 
After enquiring refpecting the ftate of her body, 1 could per-' 
| .  eive fhe wanted to turn t%e-converfation, and fpoke of the 


| | | | 
| 


| 


eocdaels of God to her lois but pecially that he had 
given his Son to hea Saviour for her, “on. 
can deper id for acceptance with God,” an Led how heavy | | 
would my afiction be -if i had not Chrift Jefus to lean 
upon $ I with to be patient.” She faid, “1 have but one | 
thing to reflect uvon, O that I had been more faithful, that = 
I had lived more on the promifes ;”" ane then repeated the fol- 
lowing yerke | oe 
It’s true the race is fharp, | 
But then it is lone; 
sich racer ioon fhall take his harp, | | 
warble Zion’s fong.”” | 
Her converfation, and the pleafure fhe enjoyed the 
 profpect of her future ftate, made me resence, though it 
brought tears. from my eyes. Before I leit her fhe made 
a requelt that. ‘Brother Rogers, with the congregation; would | 
| remember ! her at the throne of grace, | 
- The. Tuefday night before fhe died, when. Mr. Smith was 
going ro preach, the fays, Reninnber me, pray that i may || 
have patience. Nor did he forget her defire, but with afull | | 
heart pleaded with the Lord in her behalf, and for her re-. ort 
covery, yet wifhed to be enabled to refign her and lays 
“Tt is the Lord, let him do what feemcih him good.” She | 
had it fixed in her mind for weeks before fhe was delivered, — 
that the fhould not recover this lying-in, and ufed to fay to 
her hufband, “ let me help you todo this or do that, perhaps 
it will be the laft time ; or, 1, may-be, fhall not help youlong.” __ 
A friend (Brother Elliott) called to fee her after fhe was 
brought to bed, and faid, © Well,.I hope you have done 
thinking you fhall not recover this time;” « No,” fhe fays, 
« It’s not too late yet ;” and foit praved. I have no doubt 
fhe died happy in the Lord, and is now, through faithand pa- 
tience, inheriting the sroniifes. --She was interred 1 in the Bap- ae 
tilt burial-ground, onthe Zoth of March, ~ 
The Rev. B. Pollard, of Quorn, Leicefterthire preached | 
her funeral fermon to a very crouded audience, from Luke 
xvi. 42. “ Butone thing is needful ; and Mary hath chofen 
that good part which fhall not be taken away from her.” 
was a very affecting, inftructive difcourfe; few could re- | 
frain fhedding tears: it wasa folemn interview indeed. May | 
we all be ready when the awful f{ummons comes, 
JAMES SMITH. 
N.B Perhaps i it may be agrecable to fome to fay, the firft — 
time Mr. Smith preached at Nottingham, after this ftroke of 
providence, was from the 39th Pfalm, 9,.10, 11, 12, andizth 


verfes. “I was dumb, I not mouth becaufe 
didit it,” &c. REVIEW set 
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Ma. : K. very properly fays, 


that early to all religion, o 


_ pointed ways of receiving the Homage of his creatures. 2. It has 


« Many Daughters have done virtuovuf- 
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Pusric Worsuip, confidered By Jofeph King- 
horn le “ Not forfaking the affembling of ourfelves together, as 
nner of fome is.” Heb. X. 25. 34 pages, 12mo. 6d, 

Butt Th. | 7 


te deferves what tendency the re- 
laxed fentiments and practices of the prefent age refpecting Public Worlhip have 
had on thofe who have tairly felt: their influence ; what is the moft likely wa y 
of preferving the prefent profeffors of Chriftianity from the fatal effets of in- 
difference and infidelity ; and how fhall ised the rifing generation from 
which we have feen too many inftances.”’ 

The ¥ jews of our author, his defign in this publication, and how far, through 
the divine bleffing, it is caiculated to byte rs that defign, may, in fome m¢a~ 
fure, appear to our readers, by attending to Mr. K’s introdutory paragraph, and 
general fuheme ; which we tranfcribe, that they may be induced to read the 
whole pamphiet. It is plain, fenfible, ferious, a d, we think, es to do sm 

| 

The importance of Chriftians af themfelves together for the wodthip 
of God,” {ays our author, “ has been very generaily acknowledged and thote 
who. have argued againft the pradtice have feldom made much impreflion, except 
on fuch as only wanted an apology to neglect it. ‘Very few, who pay any regard 
to religion, will ferioufly fay, they do not believe it i isthe duty of men publicly to 
worthip God : and thofe few are not the objeéts of the prefent addrefs, I would 
with to tek before the profeffors of Chriftianit y fome confiderations on this fubject, 
not fo much to convince them of it’s propriety, as to put them in r¢membrance 
or what may excite an earneft and fteady regard to an important adi | 


The confiierations which the ye lays befere his reader for the purpofe 
asovementioned are the following. . 1. Public Worthip is one of God’s ap- 

great ten- 
dency to keep up in our minds a > of the chara€ter of God, and of our fitua- 
tion, 3, Itis an important means o promoting religious knowledge, 4. Ibis 
much connected with a Chriftian’s moral improvement and comfort, even to the 


end of life. 5. Itis a central point where the profefiors of the religion of Chrift 


vifibly unite as his fubjeéts, for the purpofes| of obeying the various parts of his 
will.” Under theie heads, Mr. K. makes many pertinent ebfervatians, fuited to 
men of different claffes, and] in different circumftances ; refers to various paflages 
of f{cripture ; and concludes the whole with feveral exhortations. 


{ 


“SACRED POETRY, 


On the Death of Mrs. Eliz. Pegg The wife j in wherh true w fdom dwells, 
of Kegworth, -O! wherecan fhe be found 


| In vain to plays or balls I go, 
To feek this lovely fair; 

Nor can the goffips table thew 
Such worth intrinfic there. 


| 
| 


ly, but thou excelleft ‘them 


Ww | | Thus wif'om fpeaks—the dwells at 
Here is the woman that excels | home, 
The daughters. fo renown’d ? | | "Tis her feet abide's 

| Prepar’d 


ke 
t 
| 
| 
| 
. 
; 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
3 
5 
; 
Z 
4 


19 SACRED POETRY. 


| Let the great ones a part a their | 


Prepar’d “0 what’er fhall come, 
pleafures curtail, 


And for her houfe provides, | 


“4 


Their large far to fi 
Betime the rifes, and at night divide: ae mall 
| ’ Her candle you might fee ; __} Population of co f dt | 
And ail day long with all ber might, ime, 
At Tome good work will be. 4 And menopoly thruft on one fide, 
'¢ 4 She, like th’ induftrious Ant, is founds Let the parks and wafte lands to the 
Increafing of her ftore ; plowihare be brought, 
And fews, or turns the wheel around, Hope. will fweeten the. labourer’ s 
That the may givethe more. §§ | _ brow; 
| With pleafure he'll toil, white his off- 
She ne’er defponds at threateming {pring are taught, 
thowers, ‘To lifp out, May God fpeed the 


Nor draught, nor blafted vine ; ~~ plough.” 


While they who idly {pend their hours, 
Still murmur and repine. Let who bles with large 


Shes to her neighbours juft and kind, | _ Confider the indigent poor ; 


4 


} Their faults the lets alone ; | Their diftrefies — both in ficknefs 
While others of her fex will mind =| health, 
All bufinefs but their own. | Nor the turn out of door. 
{ { Thefe pretty creatures (fo ador'd) As se opifts, give, and with | 
Can manly virtues boat; fos ; | 

Her hufband’s honour’d through the} And with fafety fing, God 
of Jand, the plough, 
| her children round her fta | 
And blefs their mother’s care. The € poor Man’s Solilog uye | 
For ‘the G, B. | | 
She oft relieves the needy foul, | where's all 
The great approve her Ways > | comforts fled ? | 
And by her through t] the whole | of breads" | 
She gains her hufband’, praiie. | Aud beer’s untatte tig? "is what 

*Tisthus, the fpends hertime at home, | likes | | 
With faith an2 forc’d to quench my thirf at brook 

Stil! waiting fora heaver-to come, ordyke; | 

: And views the profpeét fair. Tho’ meat | want, an ounce I can’t re 

procure, 
JOSEPH EG G. | Alas ! alas! how are ‘the poor 

| And ¢, though good, I but long. | 
God Speed the Plough. I’m in the book: 
SINCE “God fpeedthe plough” is the | complain, and I forely 
word of the day, th | 

A word at this time much in Futhion eefore fa ftarve before run ie 
if Permit a good Farmera few words co fay M " 
| y Wife mourns—m Babes ! 
Divefted of tpleen and of pailion.— they meagre grow, 
Let the parfon his do@rines with piety are thus,——I find i mutt 
And the people with reverence bow ; | We’ li truft ourGod, and his falvation | 
To thofe pious exampies Saviou sprizes 7 
did Li ke die, and that 
Then with faith he’ jl “G | | 
{peed the y Th en feait with Chrift, where glory 


A 


never dies, An 


be 
| 
| 
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F | 
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LIFE OF THE REY. THOMAS STEFFE.——Continugd | 


p- 138. | 


is for any to undertake to officiate chriftian’ afiemblies, 
before they are entered into full communion; and well did — 


he confider, how great a duty and privilege it is, to com- 


mepnorate the death of our great Lord at his table. Ac-— 
cordingly, in September 1734, fome confiderable time before 
he engaged in the fociety I laft mentioned; he made his arft 
approach to that ordinance, with the entire confent and ap- 
probation of the church, to whom he wrote an excellent letter 
on the occafion, which I would gladly infert,; if I had conve. 


‘nient room todo it. But J cannot forbear tranferibing a few .. 


of his reflections upon this head, in a letter which he wrote 
prefently after ; becaufe 1 hope it may animate young chrif- . 
tians to attend an important duty, wnich I fear they are too 


ready to neglect. | 


“I did then,” fays he, ({peaking of the preceding fabbath) 
“ sive mylelf up to God, and feal my covenant with him; and : 


it is with unfpeakable pleafure that 1 look back on that folemn 


and awful tranfaction. I blefs God, I can fay, the day in 
which I made my firft approach to the table of the Lord, © 
was one of the beft days, if not the very belt, 1 ever lived. 

I then felt more fenfible forrow for fin, than 1 had- ever done 
before. I was filled with admiration to think that 1, whodid 


not deferve to be fet among the dogs of his flock, fhould have 


the honour of fitting among his children at his table. I hope. 
I had then fome appropriating views of the bleiled Jefus, and 
could call him my Saviour. and my God; could elfteem him: 

Vor. III. «the 
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the chief atzong Ten Thoufand, and altogether ove ly. And 
while I was by faith feeding on him in this ordinance, unfpeak- 
able tran{ports of grief and joy at once feized on my foul: 
grief, when I looked up, and faw my bleeding dying Re- 
deemer bearing my fins in his own body on the tree; 
when I viewed him, as wouaded for my tranfgreffions, as 
bruifed for ‘mine imiquities, and enduring that chaftifement 
which was the purchate of my peace: and proportionable joy, 
when | confidered that my fins, though fo great, and fo many, 
-and attended with fuch aggravated circumftances as gave 


them a,fcarlet and crimfon die, were all -wafhed away in the 
Over-flowing fountain of his precious blood. On. the 


whole, I was enabled with delight, to draw. water out of 
this Well of Salvation, and could with pleafure enlarge on 
this head: but mutt conclude with intreating your prayers for 
me, tha@ having vowed unto the Lord, I may never go back ; 


but confidering myflf as bound by fo many engagements, | td 


invited by fo igen encouragements, and obliged to God and 
godlinefs by fo many ties of duty, intereft, and gratitude, [ 
may be running the chriftian race with patience and alacrity, 


and continually adorning that profeffion, which I have in this 


ordinance. fo folemnly made.” 


In confequence of a refolution, fo folemnly recorded in this 


ordinance, and often renewed and fealed in returning ap- 
proaches to it, our author continued in a calm, refolute, 
and diligent profecution of his ftudigs, according to the 
plan laid down above; {till conducting himfelf in a prudent 


and cautious manner, fo as to cut off occafion, even from 


thofe that foughtit, if fuch there had been, to bring any re- 


proach on the fociety he belonged to,and the denomination 


of chriftians in whofe intereft he had chofen toembark. ‘Nor 
do I from this time meet with any incident relating to him 
fo remarkable as to require a particular notice, till Auguft, 


1737, when it pleafed God to remove his reverend and wor- 


thy father, by a ftroke which his family and the church will 
have long caufe to lament. This Providence occafioned 
Two Letters, which have been fo very pleafing to me, and 
to fome pious and judicious friends to whom I have commu- 
nicated them, that 1 cannot forbear inferting the greateft part 
of them here; as | think they are both a very lively and 
beautiful image of hiial piety in it’s moft genuine workings ; 


and as the latter contains fome fuch confolations on the death 
_ of friends, as the beft of mankind in this dying world have, 


alas, frequent occafiontorecollet 


| 


The tormer of theie was directed to his mother ; but begins 


in 


‘ 
| 
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in this abrupt manner, without any appellation to mark the 
rfon for whom it was particularly intended. | | 
“ [aft night the moft melancholy letter came to my hands 
that ever I received, and ] am now {fitting down to write 
an anfwer toit. But to whom fhall I addrefs myfzlff and 
what fhall I, make the fubject of my letter ! . 


“Had I fufficient encouragement to hope, that my dear 


father could read it, or hear it read, 1 fhould not be long in 
determining whether I fhould direct a part of it to him. 


But the account [ have had of his extreme illnefs difcourages 


me from it: if he was a week ago fo low and weak, as _ 


to be incapable of holding a pen to write a few lines to me, 


there’s too much room to fufpect, left that difeafe, waich made 


his hands fo feeble, fhould by this time have caft a mortal 


vail over his eyes, and ftopped his ears, fo that he can nei- 
ther read, nor hear, what I write. O could I meet with fome 


one that is able to refolve the queftion! With what eazer- 
-nefs thould [ addrefs myfelf to fuch a perfon, in the languag:, 


though not in the fentiments, of Jofeph, Doth my father vet 
live? Butoh, with what fear and anxiety fhould I attend the 
an(wer ? How fhould I fear, left my prefent uncertainty fhould 
be changed into a melancholy certainty; and that uneafy 
fituation of mind, which between hope and fear concerning 


my father’s life I am now in, fhould be fucceeded by the deep- 
elt forrow from hearing, He does not live! | . 


“ In the midft of fuch uncertainties, what fhall Ido? What 
courfe fhall [ take? Shall I venture to write to him? Shall 
[ tell him, that notwithftanding the prevalence of his difeafe 
and his extreme weaknefs, 1 have yet great hope of his re- 
covery? Alas, there’s little room for that. What hope can 
IT have, when a phyfician, whofe fkill enables him to form a 
more certain judgment, than his tendernefs and unwilling- 


neis to grieve will permit him to impart, does yet fay, lf he — 


does recover it will be a confiderable time firft? Where is © 


the ftrength to hold out a confiderable time under fuch a 


difezfe? io the young and vigorous often fall a prey to a 
fever, after a few days or a few hours ftruggle? And can 


the aged and infirm grapple with, and conqusr, fo powerful 4 


an invader? 
_ “Shall I then endeavour to adminifter fome divine con- 


folations to a dear parent, in the near views of death and 


eternity? Blefled be God, that I have fo much .reafon to 
believe, this would be an unneceflary tafk, as I have good 
ground to hope, that that Ged whom he has ferved with fo 
much faithfulnefs and conftancy in this life, will not with- 
hold 
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> 
3 


| 
| 
| 
| 


held from him the comforts of his fpirit in his death; and 


that God concerning whom he has fo often faid in the time 


of health and profperity, Whem have lin heaven but thee? 
and there is none upon earth that I defire befides thee; _ 
will be the ftrength of his heart’now; when his fiefh and 
heart fail him, aud will be his portion: for ever, doubt 
~ mot, that vital: active principle of love to God, and delight | 
in him, which fpread fuch a calm and ferenity over his 
_ mind during life, will dart a chearful ray to enlighten the dark | 
valley of the fhadow of death, 
& Once more, Shal] I yet fuppofe alive, and capable 
_of reading or. hearing my letter, hough jufton the brink of | 
the grave, and panting’ out his-laft breath And fhall 
I write to take my laft folemn farewell of him, till we meet in | 
_eternity? O howcan Ida that? It’s.a tafk too melancholy 
for me; my hearteven meltsat fuch a thougkt. No, though 
Lhavetoo much reafon to believe, .that if my dear father 
does live, to fee or hear this, it will be the laft that he will | 
fee or hear from me, yet | will not, cannot write it as the laft. — 
However, my uncertainty about him is fo great, that | cannot _ 
prevail upon myfelf to addrefs it immediately to tim, too much — 
afraid left 1 fhould be writing toa pale corpfe, inftead of a 
living tender father.—In this dubious frame of mind, to thee, 
Oh my God, would I turn. 1 know, that thou liveft, and — 
wilt ever live: Thou art the great arbiter of life and death; | 
thou bringeft down to the borders of the grave, and thou | 


only canit fay witha prevailing voice, Return, Let us join 


ly to die mult be gain, Amen.” ee | 


} 
| 
| 


Fle then addrefles his mother in a very tender ftrain, 
on a fuppofition that the might pofiibly be a wournful 
widow before this letter rei¢hed her: but as many of the 
confiderations he there touches upon are more largely inferted 
-in the confolatory addrefs which next follows, | omit them 
_,. only here tran{cribing the following expreflive lines, 


in faying, if there is yet room for prayer, Do thou hear it on— 
the behalf of thy fervant: Do not fo lay our fins to our charge, 
as to take away our father and hufband: Oh fpare him a little | 
that he tmay recover ftrength, &c» But if he is out of the 
reach of prayer, difpofe us chearfully to acquiefce in this 
_afllictive difpenfation of thy wife providence: adored be thy 
_ Mame, that fuppofing this, we have fo much reafon to mingle | 
our praifes with our tears; and though we fhould lament. 
the lofs of a moft tender, valuable, and important relative; 
yet we may rejoice to think, that we mourn not as thofe with- 
out hope for him, to whom to live was Chriit, and confequent~ 


« Now | 
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need to make an apology for infecting st at large 
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«“ Now is the time efpecially, to reflect upon Gud aS your 


conttant Friend, and never-failing portion. Now is the tine 


to recolleét his many exceeding great and precious promifes. 
Look ‘back on former experiences, and draw encouragement 


from them: look forward, and view that Divine principle of | 


grace implanted in your fouls, by which you are united to 


God, and to Chrift, in the bonds of am everlatting cove- 


“ This, my dear mother, may be a fource of calm ferenity, 
and even of. joy and tranfport, in circumitances, which in 
other refpects wear the moft gloomy afpegt. And if you are 
tempted to‘entertain any anxious thoughts about: thofe dif-_ 
ficulties, which may attend us in our paflage through life, 


now: the channel through which the greateft part of it’s 


fupports and erjoyments flowed down to us is dried up; let 
us remember, that the earth is the Lord’s, and the fulnefs 


thereof: and now the ftreams are cut off, let us rife to the 


fountain of ai] 


This letter was dated the firft -of Auguft, 1737, and his 


father died on the feventh; fo that according to the ufual 
courfe of the poft, it muit, I fuppofe, come to hand while he 
‘was yet alive: and a pious and tender parent will’ juege 


perhaps better than any one’can, what a noble confolation 
it muit add to the laft days and hours of his life, to hear fuch 


_ga letter froin fuch a fon. I queition not but his generous 


mind would rejoice for others, as well as himfelf ; not only 


thinking, what an ornament ,andyfupport fuch a fon might 


prove, to the furviving branches’ of the family; but alfo 
how ufeful his maturer age might be ‘to the world, who 
was capable of adminiftering fuch confolatidns to the afflicted, 
before he had yet gone through the ftudies of his youth. 

A few days more brought our young friend the melanchol 
tidings, that his father was dead; which occafioned the fol- 
lowing letter, dated the 1§th of Auguit, 17373; which I doubc 


nothas alfo proved:a very great fupport to the wortliy perfon 


to whom it was addreiled, whein mourning over the remains 


of this dear fon by. whom it was written: wiio ieens toerein 


4o have been providentially ied to lav in, if 1 may to freak, 
a cordial againft his own approaching funeral. Li the reader 
be affected with it, as 1 mytelf have heen, there will be no 
and Tam 
perfuaded it muft afford every. believer of ciniftianity fecret 
triumph, to compare this epiftie of a youth initructed in the 


_gofpel, with thofe of the moit learned ana celebrated 
ophers of antiquity, and paiucularly of dbeneca, ‘Lully, and his 
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correfpondent friends, on melancholy occafions, which bore 


fome refemblance to that on which this was written. 


Auguft 155 1737. 

My dear dear Mother, | 
* You may ecafily imagine with what fad furprize I re- 
ceived the laft account from’ Wrentham, I have indeed 
been in an uneafy ftate of uncertainty eve. {ince | left you: 
Yet the letter which | had afew days ago, written with your 
hand, and which gave me an account of my father’s {mall 
revival, gave me withal fome comfortable hope of his reco- 
very; fo that the intenval between that and the laft Jetter, was 
fpent in fome greater degree of chearfulnefs, than I was willing 
to allow myfeif before. But oh, how foon was it turned into 
forrow ! And I was lifted high in my hopes and expeations, 


only to be funk the lower by that fad mefiage which I reccived | 
By the hand of my fifter laft Friday night. How did F- 


tremble, when I faw the letter! How many melancholy 
fears did my foreboding heart fuggeit, even before | opened 
it’ But when it was-opened; oh, what did I| fee! Words 


that could not but cut me to the very heart, Our dear father is’ 


dead. ‘Llears prevented me from reading any further, and 
the repetition of the cutting fentence calls up my tears afreth: 
you muft give me leave then to weep a while, and I will en- 

It will be painting too melancholy a fcene, to tell you 
what a variety of gloomy thoughts pafled through my mind 
on this oecafion. No, I will not renew, or increafe your 
forrow, by aggravating the lofs we have fuftained, in the 
of fuch a huiband and father. But would fain turn 
thoughts to the brighter fide, and by divine affiftance en- 
deavour to fuggeft fuch things as may be of ufe to reconcile 
us to this very heavy ftroke of providence, and to form us 
to fuch a fuitable ‘difpofition of mind, as that if any one 
fhould‘afk us, Isit well with thy hufband? Is it well with 
thy father? Is it well with thee?) We may even with a 
finile reply, It is well. 

«J omitted writing the laft poft, that | might have time to- 


fettle and compofe my own mind, and confequently be the 


more capable of adminiftering confolation. to you, and 


others, who are intimately concerned in my dear father’s — 


death. Had I wrote immediately after the reception of my 
fifter’s letter, while my mind was almoft overwhelmed with 
forrow, you might indeed have {een a fheet of paper filicd 
with the molt paffionate expreflions of tendernefs and grief; 
| but 
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but perhaps they would only have ferved to open your 


wounds afrefh; whereas my delign in what I now write, 
is, if poffible, to pour in balm to heal them. 


“ Blefled be God, the ftorm that was firit raifed in my 


mind, has been by him commanded into a ‘calm; and the 


confolations of God have not been few, nor fmall to me, 
on occafion. And I am not without good hope, that 


you. are not yet brought to a fettled compofed ftate of 


confiderations. 


mind, thofe confiderations which religion fuggefts, and which 
have been the happy means of reviving my {pirits, and 
introducing fome confiderable ‘meafure of tranquillity into 
my mind, may anfwer the fame end, and have the dame 
effect upon you. 


-. “ The dear, dear tnan has taken his final leave of us, with 


regard to this world; and we cannot but mourn his depar- 
ture. Thedefire of our eyes is taken away from us; and it 
would argue a ftupid, infentible, favage temper, not to drop a 
tear, or feel any. tender concern under fo fad a ftroke. 
‘The wife author of our nature did not place thefe melting 
emotions of foul, for no other purpofe but to be rooted 


- out as weeds: and. the nobleft examples of faith and holi- 


nefs, courage and magnantinity, which are recorded in the 


Old and New Teftament, are reprefented as dropping a 


tear upon fuch an occafion. Even the fpotlefs Jefus wept 
over Lazarous.—But the greatett danger is, leit we abandon 
ourfelves to immoderate forrow, fo to mourn as to refule to 


be comforted. We are not, with Jacob, to refolve to go 


down to the grave mourning, becaufe we are deprived of 
this, or that, comfort of life.—That you, my dear, and now 
only parent, may not fink ‘under the weight of your for- 


row, let me lead your thoughts to. the following reviving 


‘Let us confider for our comfort, how long our dear rela- 


tive was continued to us. not the withering of-a 


gourd, which fprung up in a night, and perith.d in a night, 
whole friendly fhade failed us when we had moit need of 


it, that we now mourn. No, we lament the fall of-a full= 


grown tree, under whofe wide fpreading fhadow we have | 


long rejoiced. Nowin order to make this affliction fit the 
lighter, let us compare it with what it would have beer, 


had he been taken from us at atime, when we his children 


had all been young, and unable ourfelves to make our way 
throuzh the world; which we now all have a pretty fair 
profpc& of doing with comfort, by the bleffing of God, 


and the kindnefs of furviving trieuds. 1s it not fome al- 


leviation 
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Ieviation to.our forrow, to think he lived to bring up his” 


children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord? And 
| may I not add, to fee the good effects of .a religious edu- 
 €ation upon moft of them’ 
© However it muit be confefled, that the lofs is great to 
us all: but then let us not confine our thoughts fo much 


to this mournful part of the fubject, as ty forget how great a_ 
gainer the dear departed fpirit is by this feparation from _ 


us. Let us lift up the eye of our faith to the invifible 
world, and take fuch a view of, the happinefs and glory 
of thofe who die in the Lord, as our -imperfect ftate “will 
~ allow; and then let us fay, whether there is any room to 
grieve and mourn on his behalf. Surely when we confider 
his prefent advantageous fituation, from what he is delivered, 


and what he now enjoys, we could not with him back again | 
without the greateft reach of friendfhip. Indeed, as others i 


have well obferved on the like occafion, we form a very wrong 
judgment of the condition of our ‘d¢parted friends, when, 
 becaufe we fee their breathlefs corpfes laid in the ground to 


become food for worms, we are overwhelmed with grief, 


and bitterly mourn over them. This is owing to our igno- 
rance of their ftate ; as Jacob mourned over the rent garment 
 ofhis fon Jofeph, and concluded he was devoured by fome 
evil beaft, when indeed he was gone to reign in Egypt. 
- Our dear relative is gone to reign in heaven; amd would 


we cling fo fondly about him, as to pull him from his 
throne? He is gone to poflefs a part of the land of Canaan 


above ; and can we with him back, to ftruge¢le again with the 


difficulties of the wildernefs? Can we call ourfelves his | 


friends, and not rather rejoice in his happinefs? 


“ This confideration, taken in conjunction with that wich is ' 


drawn from his being removed from us by the Hand ‘of an 
all-wife.and fovereign God, fhould be allowed to have a 
due influence upon us, to bring us cordially to-acquiefce 
in this difpenfation of providence. So that may fay to you, 
and myfelf, as the great Mr. Howe did to one in the like 
circumftances, If God be pleafed and his glorified creature 
pleafed, who are we, that we fhould be difpleafed? Oh my 
dear mother, I have had fuch lively views of the happlnefs of 
the dear deceafed, that if 1 have felt any fentiment of grief at 


that particular inftant, it was becaufe I was not in the like 


circumitances. | | 
Another contideration which has been a means of quietin 


and compofing my mind upon this occafion, and which 


would recommend to you, is this, That though qur dear 
relative 
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relative is taken from us, yet our -beft friend is ftili conti- 


nued to us. Let us remember, that though our houfe be 


not fo with Ged, as we could with it to be, yet he has made 


with us,an everlafting covenant, ordered in all things and fure. 
‘Therefore let us encourage ourfelves in the Lord our God; 
and when creature co:nforts are like broken reeds, and broken 


| 
cilterns, let us fix our dependance more and more on the 


Rock of Ages, and have more affectionate recourfe to the 
overflowing fountain of living waters. Let us reflect a little 
on what it was, that rendered our departed relative fo amiable 
and defirable to w.; and then Jet us further contfider, Was not 
God the author of all? And cannot he make up our lofs 
abundantly ? I am perfuaded, I need not tell one, who has 
enjoyed fo much communioh with God, as you, Madam, have 
done, that we may hope and expect infinitely more from him 
as our covenant God, than from the moft wife, tender, and 
powerful friend upon earth: let this ftroke of providence 
then engage us to walk clofer with our God, to center in 
him as our portion and happinefs, and to derive all our ex- 
pe@ations from him. 

“© My dear mother, if the communicating to you my ex- 


perience on this melancholy occafion may be of any fervice 
to you, I will take the freedom here to affure you, that if 


ever I could call God my Father with any confiderable 
degree of filial joy and confidence, it has been fince I 
have had no other, to whom I could apply that endearing 
title —On this God and Father then let us caft all our cares 
and burdens; chearfully confiding in him, who has fur- 
nifhed us with*the moit powerful antidote againft immode+ 
rate grief and anxiety in fuch circumftances as ours, by de- 
claring himfelf a Father to the fatherlefs, and Judge of the 


“ But I muft by no means omit another thought, fo full 


of confolation upon this occafion; that in a little time we 
fhall be reftored to this dear hufband and father again, and 
meet, and converfe with him, on terms of much greater ad- 


vantage. ‘hough the feparation be grievous, yet it is but 


fhort. ur days and years are rolling away apace; and 


every yearand day brings us nearer to our home; and fo 
brings us nearer to the houfe of our heavenly Father, and 
to the manfions of glory, one of which is inhabited by that 
happy {pirit,to which we fo lately claimed a near relation. 

“Surely, my dear mother, when we confider where 


he is, and where we are; we may abundantly fatisfy 


oOur~ 


Vou. 2D 


~ 


al 
4 
te 
4 
; 
> 
>» 
a 
Sa 


| 
\ 
| 
i 
| 
7 
| 
4 


126 BIOGRAPHY. 


ourfelves with this confideration, fo much more forcible 
in fuch a cafe, than in that to which it was applied, We fhall 
go to him, though he fhall not return to us.” 


(To be continued ) 


BISHOP RURNET’S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF 
THE ENGLISH MARTYRS, 


| HE LIFE OF THE REV. MR. ROBERT SAMUEL, MINIS- 
TER OF BARFOLD IN SUFFOLK. 


"Ll HE Rev. Mr. Robert Samuel, was in the days of pious Ss 
King Edward, a very godly and faithful preacher of the pure : 
| golpel. He was minilter at Barfold in Suffelk, where with 
indefatigable induftry and fucct{s he taught the flock which 
Be, the Loid had committed to his charge, fo long as the time - 
would fuffer him to do his duty. 
‘At laft being removed from the miniitry, and turned out. 
of the living; (as divers other good paftors at that | time 
were) and.though he could not avoid the raging -violence of 
the times, yet he could not relinquifh the care he had for his 
gear flock; and therefore when he durft not teach them 
peachy he redoubled his diligence in private inftruction ; | | 
till the Queen commanded the commifhoners to publifh an bod 
order, that all prielts who had been married in King Ed- | | 
 -ward’s days fhould put away their wives, and be coinpelled 
again to their chaftity (as their hypocritical term was) and 
| | fangle life. 
This decree M-. Samuel would by mo means agree to, | a 
becaufe he knew it to be manifeftly wicked and abominable ; 
: and determining with himfeif that God’s Jaws were not to 
‘be broken for man’s traditions, he ftill kept his wife at | 
—Jpfwich, and at the fame time diligently taught and inftructed | | 
thofe that were about himas he found opportunity. At laft ae 
one Mr. Fofter, (a Jultice) having intelligence hereof, and | 
being a great perfecutor himfelfin thofe parts, he {pared nei- 
ther time nor pains till he procured his deftruction ; to which — 
end he ordered-his catchpoles to lie in wait for him at. Ipi- 
wich, that whenever he came to his wife they might apprehend 


him, and carry him to priion, 


| 
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At laft they found him at home with his wife; and notice 
was immediately given to the officer, who came to the houte 
and befet it with a great number of his afliftants ; and fo 
they took him in the night, becaufe they durit not do it in 
the day-time for fear of the people, though the good man 
did not attempt to make.the leait refiltance, but quietly re- 
fizned himfelf into their hands. Having thus caught him, 
they put him into Ipfwich goal, where he pleafantly {pent his 
time among many of his pious brethren, fo long as he was 
permitted to continue there. | 

But he had not been there long before he was Carried, 
(through the malice of his wicked adverfaries) to Norwich, 
where Dr. Hopton, the barbarous bifhop of that diccefs, or 


Dr. Dunnings his chancellor, exercifed intolerable- crucity 


upon him. Among all the inhuman wretches at that time 
in the whole nation, not ene could be compared for cruelty 
with thefe two tyrants. ‘Ivhe other tyrants would be con- 


tent with imprifonment and death ; but thefe were infamous 


for new-invented tortures ; infomuch that many poor fouls, 
who could riot bear their hellifH inventions, were perverted, 
and brought to deny the truth, contrary to their coniciences, 


while others were. driven quite out of their fenfes by fuch. 


exceffive iniferies. 

In order to bring him to recant, as they had done others, 
they kept him ina very clofe prifon, where he was chained 
up to a great poft, in fuch a manner, that ftanding only 
on tip-toe, he was forced to flay the whole weight of his 

And in order to aggravate this torment, they kept him 
without meat and drink, and almoft ftarved with hunger and 
thirft, by allowing him no more than two mouthfuls of bread, 


and three fpoonfuls of water each day; which was de- 
-_figned only to keep him alive till they could invent farther tor- 


ments, to weary him out. 


O worthy conftancy of the martyr ! O mercilefs hearts of 
papiits, worthy to be complained of, and accufed before God 
and nature! O the wonderful ftrength of .Chrift in his 


Whofe heart, though it be as hard as an adamant rock, can 


avoid relenting, to hear of fuch barbarities as God’s dear . 


and harmlefs children are exercifed with? How often would 


he have drank his own water; but his body was fo dried 


up by long emptinefS, that he could not make one fingle 
rop. 


At aft, when he was brought forth to be burnt, which 
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was but a trifle in comparifon to the pains he had fuffered, 
there were feveral that heard him declare what ftrange 
things had happened unto’him during the time of his im- 
prifonment : to wit, that after he had been famifhed, or 


‘pined with hunger two of three days together, he then fell 


into a fleep, or aS it were into a flumber, at which time one 


- loathed all in white feemed to ftand before him, who gave 


him comfort in thefe following words; 
Samuel, Samuel, be of | er cheer, and take a good 


ay fhalt thou never be hungry 
nor thirfty.” 


Which came to pafs accordingly, for foon after he was 
burned ; and from that time till he fuffered he felt neither 
hunger nor thirft. And this he faid he declared that. all 
people might admire the wonderful work of God. i 

He alfo reported another vifion that was difcovered to him 


jn his fleep, which was, that he faw three ladders raifed up 
‘towards heaven, and one of them was taller than the others ; 
- but foon after they all three ary inone. ‘This he looked 


upon as an indubitable revelation of his own death, and alfo 


of the martyrdom of two godly women, who fuffered in the 
fame town foon after. ‘has 


As this pious martyr was going to the ftake, a certain 


maid came, who took him about the neck and kiffed him, 
which being obferved by the papifts, the next 


day great fearch was made for her, in order to bring her to 


the itake ; but fhe happily hid herfelf,\and efcaped their 


cruel hands; and fhe kept herfelf concealed in the town for 
a great while after. But, though this young woman efcaped 
their cruelty in a miraculous way, as it were, yet two of 
her dear and faithful companions were caught in the fnare;— 
the one was wiie to a brewer, and the other to a fhoemaker ; 
but both now efpoufed to Chrift. ab : 
This aforefaid maid (whofe name was Rofe Nottingham) 
was intimately acquainted with thefe two grave and pious 
matrons ; and on a particular time, fhe endeavoured to per- 
fuade one of them, as fhe found fhe could not endure the 


Queen’s rigorous proceedings, to fly while fhe had opportu- 


nity. But the good woman made her an anfwer to this ef- 


fect; I know well enough, faid the, that it is lawful to fly, — 


which remedy you may ufe if you pleafe. But my cafe is 


otherwife; I am tied to an hufband, and have young chil- 
dren at home ; and then 1 know not how my hufband, being 
an unwakened man, will take my departure from him ; 


therefore. 
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therefore for the leve of*Chrift, and his truth, I am refolved 

to {tand to the extremity of the matter. ae 
- And therefore the very next day after the burning of Mr. 
Samuel, thefe good wives were apprehended, and put into 


prifon. But the tendernefs of their fex rendered the hardfhips _ 


of a prifon very fevere to them, and more efpecially to the 
brewer’s wife (who probably might bea tender gentlewoman) - 
and threw her into great agonies of mind. But her kind and 
faithful Saviour ftood by her, and did not fail to help her 
when fhe was in this diftrels. At length they both fuifered 
martyrdom with a chriftian courage. 
And doubtlefs thefe were thofe two ladders, which, being 
joined to the third) Mr. Samuel faw in the vilion, This. 


\ 


blefled martyr (Mr. Robert Samuel) fuffered on the 31 oF 


Auguft, 1555. 
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the Editor of the General Baptifi: Magazine. 
SIR, 


The following pages contain an attempt, with the Divine 
lefling, to give the proper fcriptural fenfe of the word 

_ Lemptation; fhewing withal that there is no difcord be - 
tween chap. iv. 13. Luke xi. 4. and Jamesi. 13. This 
attempt is made at the defire of a Reader of your Magazine, 
D.S. vol. tii. p. 36. If, when you have examined it, you 
think it moderately pertinent, you are defired, as foon as 
convenient, to fend it abroad in your travelling Vehicle. ; 

| I am, unfeignedly yours, 


Jo Tis 
ALL modeft, ferious, fenfible, good men, will allow that 


expounding the Holy Scriptures is a work of great impor- 


tance, and that God having raifed up and qualifed men for 
Much a good work, is a very great blefling to mankind ‘in 
general, and to the Church of God efpecially. However, I 
fhould blufh and be afhamed if I were to pretend that J was 
qualified for this work. I know I am not, at all, or, but in 
a very {mall degree. Yet there are fome queftions which are 


not fo very difficult, but that a perfon of weak abilities may 


an{wer them with tolerable propriety, and Which, when 
anlweied 
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an{wered, give a little light to fome Scripture, and loofe the 
difaculties which fome of the weak children of God fometime3 


‘meet with in reading the facred book. Somcthing of this, with 
this view, is that to which the following remarks pretend. May 


our gracious God be gloritied by all thefe feeble attempts '— — 
Amen, and Amen. 
That what is faid may be the more eafily underftood, I 


- fhall endeavour to give the plain fignification of the word 


Temptation,—to give the fenfe of the propofed texts,—to 
fhew that there is no apparent difcord between thofe texts,— 
and, if there be room, fhew the neceffity, propriety, &c. of 
the prayer, Lead.us not into temptation, &c. 1 would 


I. Afcertain the fignification of the word Temptation, 


with a little illuftration. 1. Common people generally un- 
derftand ‘Temptation to fignify enticing te fin.. This is, un- 


_doubtedly, the meaning of the word fometimes in the Bible, 


as Jam. i. 13, 14. which will appear more fully by and by. 
In fome other paflages, it is probable, this is the meaning 


‘of the word; as, Gal. vi. 11. confidering thyfelf, left thou 


alfo be tempted ; ; 1 Cor. vii. 5. that fatan tempt you not 
for your incontinency:” 1 Tim. vi.g. But they that will be 


rich, fall into temptation and a &e. 1 Theil. 1 


« Left by fome means the tempter have tempted you, and our 
labour be in vain.” 
But the word is often ufed when, perhaps, it is doubtful 


whether it fignify to entice to fin, or not. So in thofe places 


where the holy writers tell us the devil tempted Chrift. At 
this time, when the devil is engaged in this infernal manner 


with the Lord Jefus, he feems to have but very confufed 


ideas about his real character. Perhaps, his principal defign 
was to fee fome miracle wrought by the Lord Jefus, which 


muft not then be allowed him. It is readily granted that, in- 


one inftance, had Chritt yielded, it would have been fin in 


him; and that, in this, the devil tempted him to fin. I 


mean in worfhiping the devil. But, if the devil had any 
proper knowledge who he was, one would imagine he hardly 


‘could expeét, if he defigned, to bring the perfect pattern of 


| 


perfect holinefs, to the vilef degree of idolatry. 
Again, much the fame may be faid of the Pharifees, Law- 


yers, and others, tempting Chrift. They cid not, fo direétly, — 
antend to induce him to fin againft God, as, fometimes, they 


wifked to fee fiyns and miracles, and, at other times, to bring 
the Lord ‘Jefus into danger from the magiftrates, &c. See 

Matt. xxii. 18. Mar. xii. 5. viii. 11. x. 2. with others. 
Once more: there is a great number of places in the 
Beaiprate, where the | word tempt, with its derivatives, is 
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ufed, in which it is impoffible that it.can mean to draw into 
* pn. This is the cafe where the ifraclites and others are 
fpoken of as tempting God; where, it Is faid, the I[fractites q 
tempted Chriit before he came in the flefh, and where faints he 4 
are exhorted not to tempt him, as, I Cor. x. 9. and where it 
js faid that Ananias and Sapphira tempted the Holy Ghoft, 
AGS Vv. Q- ‘ 
II. Temptation moft commonly, in the Bible, fignifies to 
try, prove, and the like. ‘This’is plain from the following 
obfervations : | 
1. Wehave referred to many paflages already, wherethe = = 
word cannot fignify any thing elfe, and mult, neceffarily, OW 
fignify this; and there are but few places where it fignifies to 
lead into fin; and but very few where it is certain that it~ 
2. There are feveral pafflages more, which will both con- 
firm and illuftrate the point {till farther, and inferting them 
will afift common readers. Gen. xxil. I, compared with 
Heb. xi, 17. will deferve fpecial attention. In the former we 
read, “ And it came to pafs after thefe things that God did temp 
Abraham, &c.”’ In the latter we read, “ By faith Abraham, when 
he was fried, offered up Maac;” from which it is evident, that 
when God called Abraham to offer up Ifaac, he meant to try the 
, faith, love, and obedience, of that moitcminent faint; and that 
tempt means to ¢ry, and nothing elfe. Another text is we!l wort 
| inferting, Rev. iii 10. “ Becaufe thou haft kept the word 
of my patience, I alfo will keep thee from the hour of tempta- 
tion, which fhali come upon all the world to fry them that 
dwell upon the earth.” This is remarkably cafy. ‘The 
words are addrefled to the church at Philadelphia. The hour 
of temptation means that time of perfecution which came on 
the then chriftian world, “This perfecution ¢rred the profeflors 
of chriftianity. Some could not bear it, but, in time of 
temptation, fell away. ‘The church of Philadelphia ftood; 
i Chrift held it up: the gates of hell did not prevail againft it. 
3- The learned know, ard the unlearned will eafily be. 
| lieve, that the fame Greek word, which is often tranflated 
temptation, is alfo often tranflated proving, trying, &e. This 
is very obfervable in the lait quoted paflages, Rev. iii. ro, 7 
where in the Englifh we have both temptation and try: but in 4 
the Greek the fame word: is repeated: for te: blation 
and Seealfor Pet. iv. 12. &c. Soit is fome- 
times, with the word, which in Fuglifh is rendered prove ; 
) for example, compare Mat. xxii. 18. with John vi. 6 Jn 
the former the Greek is, Ti pe weipacere vecoxpiles is rendered 


“ Why tempt ye we, lypocrites?’” In the latter pare the 
Greek 
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Greek 18, Tero sreye “This he faid to prove 
him. More to the fame purpofe might be added, but thefe 
fhall fufice at prefent. | 
4. Iherefore to tempt, means to fry or prove, to ‘provoke, 
hifi, pumpout, and the like; for we employ all thefe words 
for nearly the fame thing. The fignification of the word 
may be illuftrated, and even exemplihed, by the common 
methods of cooks, bakers, furgeons, &c. The cooks and 


- bakers exemplify the meaning directly, when, with a fork or 


ether inftrument, they fab through, or in part through, the 
meat or bread which are boiling, baking, or roafting. They 
ftab it to try it if it be fufficiently done, or enough. So the 
furgeons, with his probing inftrument, fries the wound of his 
patient, both to know the deepnefs of his wound, and the 
ftate of the patient, if he can feel it, andif he can bearit. So 
the blefled God fiabbed Abraham, to fry his faith in the di- 
vine promife, and his love to God, if he could ftil] truft in 
God that the pofterity of his dear Ifaac fhould equal the ftars | 
in number, when he had butchered him with the knife, and 

then burnt him to afhes! Totry him if he had fo much love to 
his God, as that he could refign his beloved Ifaac in obedi- 
ence to God, and relinguifh his fond affections for the dear 
darling, rather than difobey, and fo difpleafe him, who had 


given him, but now demands him again. Having faid enough 


en the fignification of the word Temptation, we now pro. 


IIL Give the fenfe of the propofed texts, Mat. vi. 13, 


| Euke xi. 4. and Jam. i. 13. which may be fufficiently done in 


a few lines, partly by paraphrafing the texts, and bya very 
brief remark or two added, he 
r. As the words are the fame in both the Evangelifts, it is 
enough to note one only, Mat. vi. 13. « And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.” That is, do not bring 
us thyfelf, nor fufter others to bring or lead us, into any kind 


of trials, troubles, or diftrefits; but which fhall, by the in- 
 terpofition of thy providence, and grace, work together for our 


good : or if any of our enemies, the devil, the. circumtftances 
ef the world, gr our own innate depravity, fuggeft or 


_ propofe any allurement to us to lead or draw us into fin, do 
thou gracious, heavenly Father, difappoint our enemies, and | 


preferve or deliver us from the evil to which we may be ex- 


| 
Remark 1. If temptation here fignify trials and diftreffes, 


as we have feen' above, it fometimes does, then there is no 
difficulty in the way; becaufe every one knows that the fcrip- 
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ture often {peaks of God, afflicting, chaftifing, and correétin§ 


~ even his own children; and is there not both great propriety 


in praying, and great neceffity to pray, even under the appa- 
rent frowns and under the ar, 2 of the gracious God, that 
we may receive no injury by it? Befides, does not every one 


know that evi/ often means pain and mifery? And may it not 


mean fo here? 

2. Does not the Scripture often attribute the frials of the — 
children of God, to the blefled God himfelf, when he /uffers 
them only? Does not Jofeph fay that God brought him into 
Egypt? And David fays, God bade Shimer curtehim. Were 


not thefe dreadful trials? Was it not neceflary for Jofeph and 


- David to pray to be delivered from both the wicked men, and 
the fin and mifery to which they were expofed, by the beha- 


viour of thofe united men ? 
3. If this text be compared with t Cor. x. 13. I think we 


‘hail need fay no more. There hath no temptation taken 


you, but fuch as is common to man; but God is faithful, who 
will not /uffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but. 
will, with the temptation ailo make a way to efcape, that ye 
may be able tohear it. This is an excellent guide to prayer, 


to that prayer, ‘* Lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 


from evil.” It is a moft gracious encouragement alfo; for 
God will keep you from unparalleled, and infupportable 


temptation. He will fupport you under your trials; he will 


remove them in due time; or, he will open a way for your 
efcape from them that you fhall not be hurt materially by 
them ; and, in the end, they fhall work for yourgood. © 

As for Jam. i. 13. we need fay, only, that the holy writer | 


has fufficiently explained his meaning ; fo that any one may be 
guarded from any danger of miftaking, by the following 


verfe, “ But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of 
his own luft and enticed.” ‘This is James’s explication of 
Temptation in this place. Is it not evident that the 13th 
verfe implies the fame word in the fame fenfe? The text may, 


_ perhaps, be elliptical, as is common in the facred writings, as 
weil as in other writings. In fucha cafe, it is our duty to fil 


‘up the ellipfis : we fhall be in no danger of cenfure from this, 
as if we were attempting or defigning to add to hit words. 
Hence we venture to read it in the following manner, “ Let 
no man fay, when he is tempted to fin, 1 am tempted of God: 
for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he 
any man to fin.” That this is the. fenfe of the text is evident 
from the adverfative ButT, which introduces the following 
verfe, and contrafts it with this. That is, men are sate | 
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and drawn away to fin by their own lufts; dut God does not 
1V. There is not therefore any difcord, nor feeming difcord, 


na between the Lord Jefus and the apoftle James. After what 


is faid above, itis not needful to fay much more to illuftrate 


' this propofition. The few following words may, perhaps, be 


of fome ule, | 

1. It is certain the Lord Jefus does not fay, that God 
tempts men to fin, nor is it poflible he can mean fo; becaule 
fin is, diametrically oppofite to his perfectly holy nature, as 
well as to his ner kot holy law. It would be a ftrange re- 
prefentation of a lawgiver, if I were to fay he made a law, 


annexed a penalty to the breach of that law; did this openly, ; 


and pretended to do it fincerely: but, at the fame time, fe- 
cretly enticed the fubjects of that law to break it. But, if 
the holy, juft, and good lawgiver, the bleffed God, could 
do thus, his poor, feeble, weak creatures would be ina deplo- 


gable ftate indeed! To fuppofe fuch a thing of the God of 
Love, would be a very high degree of prefumption, or elfe 


blaiphemy. 

2. Is it not very probable that it was to prevent fuch a 
fuppofition of the blefled God, which led the apoftle James to 
give the folemn caution, “ Let no man fay, when he is 
tempted, 1 am tempted of God.” Does not James intend, in — 
his epiftle, to alarm the confciences of libertines, many of 
whom had then crept in among the churches of Chrift ? Were 
not thefe libertines then, as they are now, inwardly difpofed to 


cover their fin like Adam, and even to charge God directly, 


or indirectly, with it.. .And is it not evidently the defign of 


the apoitie to juflify the blefled God from fuch a charge, by | 
faying, “Godtempted no man | 


3. When thefe hints are well weighed, and when we add 
the defign of the Lord Jefus in teaching his difciples to pray, 


Lead us not into temptation, &c.”’ hope your enquirer 


will be fatished. ‘The defign of the bie fled Jefus is to direé& 
and fupport the minds of his poor followe.s 1n this poor world. 


_ & He knew what fore temptations meant, for he had felt the — 


fame. He knew his followers would be forely tried. He 
knew that, in the world, they would have tribulation. He 


often forewarned them of this: and exhorted them to watch > 


and pray, leit they fhould enter into temptation: which ap- 


pears to be nearly of the fame import, with “lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil,” and which leads to 
the lafithing propoicd; which is 


V. The 
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V. The propriety, importance and neceflity of the prayer, 
Lead us not into temptation.” 
1. Sometimes, as we have feen above, the bleffed God 
may fee it right to tempt, that is, to fry his dear children; and _ 
fometimes they may think the trial fevere. How needful, 
then, to pray for patience under it; ‘to be ftill, and know that 
he is God,” and not to open the mouth; but to be dumb; | 
. becaufe He docth it' Sometimes the tried chriftian will 
pray, like Paul, that the temptation may depart from him: 
what an unutterable mercy it is, that he is encouraged to pray ; 
that he has a God to hear him pray, who will either take it 
away, or make grace fufficient. Sometimes the child of God | 
may anticipate the trial; apprehend it and fear it before it 
come; how gracious is the direction in this cafe? He can 
pray tohis heavenly Father; he is the abfolute fuperintendant 
over all things: he can prevent it’s artival, or, if it arrive, 
an angel may come with it to ftrengthen the fufferer! OQ! 
who can exprefs any very little part of our obligations to our 
precious Redeemer, who hath taught and encouraged us to 
pray, * Lead us not into temptation !”’ | 
- 2. Thofe who have been long exercifed in the caufe of 
-Chrift, and in the chriftian warfare, know there are vety 
many temptations and trials which are not fo directly from — 
the hand of God; there are ftill many wicked and unreafona- 
ble men: many creepers in-among the people of God; many, 
hypocrites and deceivers; many weak andignorant, though 
they may be fincere chriftians; now from all thefe, by the 
irregularity, diforder and impertinence of thefe, the children 
of God, and the caufe of réligion,.are feverely tried; and, as 
we have often heard, the wifeft and beft of chriftians acknow- 
ledge, there is imperfeCtion in the very beft-in this world. 
Things being thus, temptations are perpetually around us, 
| before and behind us; hard trials, and inducements to fin! 
L The nature, fpecies, kinds, and numbers of thefe would more 
| ‘than fla volume. They are at hand, morning, evening, and 
“& at noon; going outand coming in; when we work and reit; 
when we ftand and fit, in the houfe and chamber, in the kitchen» 
and clofet, in the fhop andin the meeting, Every power and 
faculty, every limb and fenfe of our bodies and fouls is ex- 
pofed. We hear, fee, feel, tafte, and fmell, we think and 
act atour peril. Our need of praying, * Lead us not into | 
temptation, but deliver us from evil,’’ is infintte!—May 
“the God of all grace, after we have fuffered awhile, make 
_ us perfect; ftablifh, ftrengthen, fettle us!” Tohimbe glory 
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen, ee fe 
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SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 
To the Editar of the General Baptift Magazine. 
Rev. ae | 


Any thing that bears the name of*Dr. Doddridge, cannot but 
be acceptable to .thofe who have read any part of his 
‘writings, however fmall. Witha view to it’s being more 
generally known, J have fent for infertion in your Maga- 

gire,an addrefs of that pious author’s, delivered at the 
interment of the Rev. Mr. John Newman, July 31, 
1741. 1 am the more anxious for it’s publication, as it 
never was printed feparate front the Funeral Sermon by 
the Rev. Mr. John Barker, 


Your's, 
Chatham, May 10, 1800. A. C, T.. 


| | | | 

AS we advance from one ftage to another in the journey 
of life, we grow ftill more familjarly acquainted with it’s 
various afflictions. And this is the conftitution of a wife 
and gracious God, who is thus training us a for that 
world, where we fhall be above the need of forrow, avd fo 
for ever above the reach of it. In the mean time, our heavenly 
Father doth not “leave us comfortlefs ;” and bleffed be his 
yrame, his confolations are not fmal]. On the contrary, they 
are the moft important, as well as various, and fo accommo- 
dated, both to the weight, and to the variety of our di(- 
trefles. 

We are now an aflembly of mourners, gathered together 
around the grave of a very worthy and excellent perfon. 


Bome of us have loft one of the moft affectionate of all 


parents ; others a wife, watchful, and diligent paftor; and 
all that knew him to any degree of intimacy, fo faithful, and 


fo tender a friend, that we muft be ftrangely happy, if we 


find a great many like him in this imperfect, impoverifhed 
world, But there are coniforts in the word of God, fuited © 


exactly to fuch a cafe as this, and exprefsly defigned to teach 


us, that we fhould not “ forrow as thofe who have no hope,” 


for the removal of fuch as, like him, fleep in Jefus. God 
- would haye us cheared in fuch a touching circumftance ; and 


that the comfort may be adminiftered in the moft proper and 


effectual manner, he puts words into our mouth, upon fuch 
an oceafion, that we may not be at a lofs, even when our 
own are fwallowed up: many words, which have been 


through fucceeding ages, ever fince they were written, the joy 
of dying and furviving chriftians, in whatever circumftances 


thev might die or furvive. And thefe confolations are indeed 


like 
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like fome kinds of rich perfume, which retain their fragrancy 
from one age to another. But with this glorious difference, 
that whereas thofe cordial productions of nature gradually 
Jofe their fweetnefs, though by flow degrees ; thefe confola- 
lations rather grow more and more powerful, as. the great 
objects of that hope which they adminifter, come nearer and 
nearer to us, | 
' Attend to them therefore with faith, and you muft furely, 
if you are indeed chriftians, attend with pleafure. Let the 
moft pained heart, though contracted with the moft diftia- 
guifhed fhare of forrow on this mournful ocealion, open 
-ttfelf to thefe comforts; and let the dejected, weeping, 
overflowing eye, be raifed to meet fo glorious a proipect, 
For [ fay and teftify to you by the word of the Lord, as {poken 
| to us by that illuftrious apoftle St. Paul, that the pious dead — 
are “not perifhed ;” but that ‘*if we believe that Jefus died 
and rofe again,” we have all imaginable reafon to depend upen 
it, that “ fuch as, fleep in Jefus, God will bring with him :” 
for the Lord Jefus Chrift himfelf fhall defcend from heaven 
with a fhout, with the voice of the arch-angel, and with the 
trump of God; and the dead in Chrift fhall rife firft. Then 4 
we alfo,i. e. thofe of us chrittians, who in eur different 
generations are all but oné body, who remain alive, fhall be a 
caught up together with them, to meet the Lord in the air; 
and fo fhall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore,comfort 4 
ye one another with thefe words. 
Lift up your heads,oh ye mourning chriftians, to furvey 
more diftinétly this delightful profpect. Lift them up with. e 
joy, for your redemption, and that of your now lamented ] 
friends, moft affuredly draweth nigh. 


The grave is continually multiplying it’s triumphs ; and 
with how many of it’s affecting tiophies are we here fur- — a 
| rounded! we die by the righteous featence of God againf - 
| fin, againft the firft fin of the common Founder of our q 

peace: but, “as by man came death, by man comes alfo 
he refurrection of the dead ;” and as we are. bearing the 
nage of the earthly Adam, and fhall ere long like him 

‘turn to our duft, we fhall alfo bear the image of the 

avenly. | | 

It does not furely feem an incredible thing to any of us, 

at God fhould raife the dead.’’? And if it feem not in- — 

fible, it cannot poflibly be thought inconfiderable. Efpe- - 

“y when we reflect on the glorious manner in which the 
of the juft is to be accomplifhed. Our Lord 

Je Chrift will fee to it, that it be done; yea, he wijl 
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himfelf be prefent at it: it fhall be done by his exprefs 
care, and command, and power. The Lord himfelf will - 


- defcend from heaven on this account, while all his celef- 


tial attendants fhall fhout forth their joy on the illuftrious 
occafion, And the firft thing which he does upon that defcent, 
even before he takes any vifible and diftinct notice of the 
faints then alive, will be to call out of their graves thofe 
that flesp in him: as if he were impatient of that bondage 
in which their bodies had been detained, and had a declared © 
enmity againft that deftroyer. Oh death, fays he, with a | 
majeftic indignation, “I will be thy plagues! Repentance 
fhall be hid from mine eyes.”” J] will not leave thee one of 
my fervants to triumph over: however ob{cure in hfe, how 


long foever forgotten in the duft ; I will redeem all my Ifrael, | 


and nota hoof {hall beleft behind. 

And, oh let us confider in what forms they fhall appear: 
he will change thefe vile bodies, that they may be fafhioned 
like unto his own glorious body, according to that mighty 
power whereby he is able to fubdue al] things unto himfelf. 
Then fhall be brought to pafs the faying that 1s written, 
Death is fwallowed up in victory: not the leaft trace of it 


remaining in all the redeemed world; nothing by which it. 


could be known, that any one of all the thoufands and ten 
thoufands of God’s Ifrael, had ever been for one moment. 


under it’s power. Glorious difplay of the royalty and mag- 


_ minicence of God’s loye to his people! That though it be 


not in itfelf abfolutely neceflary to their happinefs ; yet the 


meaner part of their nature fhall be refcued from the abafe- 


ments of the grave, and not only recovered, but beautified, 
- Nor is this to be merely the triumph of one public and 
folemn day. *Tis added, as the crown of all, fo fhall we 
EVER be with the Lord.” And let it be remembered, that it ve 
faid, not of the apoftles alone, or of thofe, who (like our Rev 
Father whofe remains we now attend) have borne facred 0 


fices in the church, and honoured God in them by diftinguifh © 


fervices ; but it is faid of every true believer, and was intenc 
to include us, on whom the ends of the world are come; Vv 
are, fo far as our character anfwers our chriftian profeffion® 


_ dear to Chrift as if we had lived feyenteen hundred y$ 

ago, and miniftered to him or his apoftles. And how rf 
is implied in this? We fhall be with Chrift! GloriousP® 

_ worth dying for ! Who that indeed loves him, does not 9 

_ bis heart, even now, with all thefe folemn enfigns ofeth 

_ before his eyes; I defire to depart and to be with ift. 


And 
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And let the. worms deftroy this body, and let the tomb prefs 
ft down: may but my enlarged fpirit foar up to him, though 
corporeal delights, and creature converle were to be knowa 
‘no more! But you will remember, we are to be with the 
Lord in our compleat perfons, and in one complete fociety 
too. And what is the crown of all, and affords, in a few 
words, if I may fo fpeak, a kind of infinite delight, we thall 
be FOR EVER with him; nothing fhall ever feparate us from 
him. Nothing embitter, nothing interrupt, fo much as for a 
moment, the pleafure of our endeared converfe with him. 
And now I will appeal to you, my dear friends, who are 


moft painfully wounded by this fad ftroke; and to whom all + 


the tender names of Father, Paftor, and Friend, are grown 
founds of forrowful memorial, in proportion to the degree in 
which they were once delightful; yet I will appeal even to | 
you, if thefe are not good and comfortable words, fit for an 
apoftie to write, and for God himfelf to dictate to his mourn- 
ing children. | | 
_ [t appears from what I have been faying, that it is well 
with our dear departed friends who fleep in Jefus: they are 
fealed up among God’s treafures ; they enter into peace, they 
reft in their beds ; and they fhall rife from them in the morn- | 
ing of the refurreétion, not like Lazarus, with his grave 
clothes about him; but drefled in the robes of glory and im-- 
mortality. And if this were all that could be faid with relae 
tion to. them, were it not to found reafon and a lively faith _ 
much, were it not abundantly enough to vindicate the kind-— 
nefs of God’s difpenfations towards them, though they might — 
-feem for a fhort moment (while they lie in the duft) as under 
his rebukes? Were it not enough to awaken our congratula- 
tions, rather than our condolances? Yet to increafe the 
_ pleafure, with which we look after thefe beloved objects, 
now removed from our fight, we are farther told, (and it is 


by no means to be forgotten) that even now while abfent _ 


from the body, they are, in an important fenfe and degree, 
prefent with the Lord; and fo prefent that their moft intimate — 
-eonverfe him on earth was, in comparifon with this, but 
abfence from him. It is then well with.them indeed; and it. | 
fhall be well with us too, if we are chriftians; fofoon, fo — 
certainly, foentirely well, that [ wonder at the weaknefs of — 
our minds, and that they fhould be fo much deprefied with this — 
fhort feparation; for thefe very {criptures affure us, we thal! 
meet with them again, for they and we being with the Lord, 
mutt be with each other. What a delightful thoughtis 
this! When we run over the long catalogue of friends, Which 


we | 
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we rafhly fay we have loft, to think each of us, I alfo fhall be 
gathered to my people; to thofe whom my heart {till owns 


under that character, with an affection, which death could not 


cancel, nor thefe years of abfence erafe. Nature takes a fond © 


kind of pleafure in the fecret thought, that with regard to 
fome of them our coffins fhall in a little time ftand by theirs, 


and our duft muft be mingled in the fame grave. Poor trifling 


comfort ! as if duft could tell where it was, and with what it 
was mingled. But the gofpel aflures us, that if we be fol- 
lowers of them, who, through faith and patience, do now 
inherit the promifes, our fpirits fhall ere long join with theirs, 
in the fervices and pleafures of the heavenly world. And how 


far will this be beyond all that pleafure, with which on earth | 


we have taken {weet counfel together, and gone to the houfe of © 


God in company! And it alfo aflures us, that, at lait, we 
who have taken our parts in the faid proceffion of mourners 


that conveyed them to this houfe of darknefs and filence, if we 


indeed believe in him who is the refurrection. and the life, 


fhall alfo have our place in that bright proceffion, in which 


Chrift fhall lead them on to the gates of glory, in thatdaywhen | 


he will fay, in a yet more important fenfe than he did in the 
day of his agony, and with his expiring breath, “ It is finifhed,”’ 


«The purpofes of my dying love are compleatly accomplifhed, 
and my people are what | always intended they fhould at lait 


be, and always rejoiced in the views of making them.” 


Only let us all fuffer the word of exhortation, and make it 
Our care, that feeing we look for fuch things, we receive 
Chrift Jefus the Lord, and walk in him. It is a terrible but 


_ moft certain truth, that there are many who wear the name 


of Chrift now, whom he will at laft difown, and will fay to 
them, “ Depart from me, | know you not whence you are.” 
It is moft certain we muft be united to Chrift by faith now, 
and conformed to him in true holinefs, or we fhall have no 
part or lot in this matter. Let us, therefore, gird up the 
loins of our mind, let us renew our refolution and our watch- 


_fulnefs, and fo hope to the end for the grace that fhall be 
brought unto us at the revelation of our L 


ord Jefus Chiift, 
when he fhall adminifter to all his faithful fervants an abun- 
dant entrance into his heavenly kingdom. | ay 


N. B. In a. future Number we intend to oblige our readers. 
with Mr. Basker’s account of the character of Mr. Newman, 
and perhaps with the heads of his funeral fermon. EpiTor. 
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“SERMONS AND ESSAYS 
THOUGHTS ON THE GOSPEL. 
(From RousEAus) 


“ This divine book, the only one neceflary for a chriftian, 
and the moft ufeful of all to every ene, even though not 
a chriftian, needs only be confidered to fill the foul with 

- alove for its author, and a defire of fulfilling it’s precepts. 
Never virtue {poke in fuch fweet language. Never was | 
the moft profound wifdom expreffed with fuch energy and 
fimplicity. We never leave off reading it without per-— 
ceiving ourfelves better than before.” 


THE majefty of the fcriptures aftonifhes me}! the holinefs 
of the gofpel fpeaks to my heart. Examine the’ works of the 
philofophers with all their pomp; how infignificant are they 
when compared with this! Can a book at once fo fublime 
and wife be the work of a man? Can the perfon whofe hiftory 
it relates be himfelfa man? Does it contain the language of | 
an enthufiaft, or ambitious fe¢tary? What fweetneis; what 
purity in his manners! What affecting goodnefs in his in- 
ftructions! What fublimity in his maxims! What profound | 
wifdom in his difcourfes! What prefence of mindy what'inge- 
nuity and juftnefs in ‘his replies! What government ‘of his 
paffions ! Where is the man, or pailofopher, who knows how 
to aG, fuffer, and die, without weaknefs or oftentation ?) When 
Plato defcribes his imaginary good man, overwhelmed with 
all the ignominy of guilt, and worthy of every reward of virtue, 
he paints, feature for feature, Jefus Chrift. The refemblance 
As fo ftrikirg, that all the fathers have taken notice of it; and 
that it is not poffible to be deceived therein. How prejudiced, — 


how blind muft we be, to dare compare the fon of Sopronifea, — 


to the Son of Mary! How far diftant from each other! So- 
crates» dying without pain, without ignominy, fuftains eafily 
his character to the end ; and if this eafy death had not honoured 
his life, we might doubt whether Socrates, with all his genius, 
was other than a fophifter. We are told he invented mora- 
lity; others before him had praéctifed it; he only declared 
what they had done, and reduced into precepts their examples, 
Ariftides had been juft, before Socrates told us what juftice 
was. Leonidas died for his country, before Socrates had made 
the love of our country aduty. Sparta was free from luxury, 
before Socrates praifed temperance: before he recommended — 
virtue, Greece abounded with virtuous men. But where 
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cou'd Jefus have taken, among his countrymen, this elevated 


and pure moral:ty of which he alone has given us the precepts - 
and example? From the bofom of the moft furious bigotry, 
the moft exalted wifdom is heard; and the fimplicity of the 
moft heroic virtues, honours the ‘meaneft of the people. “he 


death of Socrates, philofophizing undifturbedly with his 


friends, is the moft eafy that can be defired. That of Jefus, 
expiring amidft torments, railed at, vilified and curfed by 
every one, is the moft dreadful that can be apprehended. 
Socrates taking the poifoned cup, blefies him who prefents it, — 
and weeps for him. Jefus, in the midit of the moft frightful 
tormeiits, prays for his mercilefs butchers. Yes, if the life 
and death of Socrates are thofe of a philofopher, the life and 
death of Jefus are thofe of a God. Should we {fuppole the 
gofpel was a ftory invented to pleafe? It is not in this manner 


‘that we forge tales: for the actions of Socrates, of which no 


rfon has the leaft doubt, are lefs fatisfactorjly attefted than 
thofe of Jefus Chrift. In fhort, when all is done, i€ is only evading 


‘the difficulty without deftroying it, It would be more in- 
conceivable to fuppofe that feveral perfons in concert com- 


pofed this book, than that one perfon only furnifhed the fub-_ 
ject thereof. Never did the Jewith authors difcever fuch 
language or morality ; and the gofpel has fuch ftriking marks 


' of truth, and fo perfectly inimitable, that the inventor thereof 
would be more aftonifhing than the hero of the fubject. 


' Chriftianity in it’s principle is an univerfal religion, which | 
has nothing exclufive, nothing local, nothing 
to one country than another. It’s ‘divine Author embracing 
equally all mankind in his ‘unbounded charity, is come to re- 
move the barrier which feparated nations, and unite the whole 
earth in one family ; “ For in every natioa he who fears the 
and worketh righteouinefs, is acceptable to him,” Acts" 

5- Such is the true fpirit of the gofpel. | 

know not why the excellent morality In our 
books fhould be attributed to the progrefs of philofophy. 
The precepts of Plato are often very {ublime, but he fome- 
times is in an error; aid how far do not thofle errors extend ? 
As to Cicero, can it reafonably be fuppofed that this rheto- 


‘rician had compofed his Offices without Plato. The gofpel 


alone is, with re{pect to morality, ever cértain, ever true, ever 
em and contiftent with ittelf, 
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‘The following anecdote of a Negro Slave, though familiar 
to fome, may be novel to others; and, as it fhews that 
they deferve better treatment than they generally receive, 
the infertion of it may anfwer fome ufeful purpcofe.—It_ 
is extracted from a letter written by a Jamaica lady, — 
and addreiled to a female friend. 


‘ 


% ONE morning, as I was taking an airing along the 
- piazza, leading from Kingfton to the fields, an old negro, 
who was drefling his fores, begged alms of me, I paiied by 
without taking any notice of him; but reflecting foon after, 
on the poor creature’s mifery, I returned, took out my purfe, — 
and gave him a bit, letting him’ know I| had very few more 
remaifing. “The man fhewed his gratitude by the mott ex- 
preffive geftures, and offered up many hearty prayers for my 
profperity and happinefs. Some days after, having occafion 
to'pafs the fame way,I faw the fame negro, who attempted to — 
come towards mie, but fo flowly, on account of his fores, 
that he ‘could not overtake me. Upon this he called out, 
begging to fpeak a fingle word to me. I turned back, and 
he addrefled me as follows.—*‘ From what I heard you fay the 
other day, J fufpected that you are in want; and I could not 
be eafy till I faw’you again.’ He then pulled out a purfe, 
containing, as he faid, twenty-eight doubloons, telling me, 
that it was colle&ted by begging, and that he could beg for 
more ; praying me to take it, becaufe a lady could not beg, 
and muft die for want of yam, if fhe had no money.—J was 
{truck with the gratitude of this poor fellow. I thanked him 
for his kind offer, but I added, that I had got money fince J] — 
{aw him, and had no occafion for his purfe. Having enquired 
why his matter fuffered him to beg, he informed me, that being 
_ old, he could work no longer, and that his mafter had suriied 
him out of doors to beg or ftarve; that he had been a flave 
from his infancy, and his fores were the effect of fevere 
labour, After giving him another bit, and advifing him to 
conceal his money, | left him, not without fome degree of 


 altonifhment at his generous behaviour.” 


Europeans blufh, retire in fhame, | 
No longer boaft the Chriftian name eine 
While you can deal in blood ; 
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And doom to whips, and toils, and death, 
_ And lightly draw the fleeting breath, 
‘ Which flaves receiv’d from God. 


‘Have they not mental powers in ftore, 
Is genius banifh’d from the fhore | 
Of theirdegradedland? 
The eye of God beholds the guilt, 
The ttreams of blood which we have fpilt, 
And willthat blooddemand. 
Methinks [ fee from yonder fky ce 
The blackening clouds are drawing nigh, 
To crufh the guilty head; 
I hear the diftant thunder roll, _ 
They fhake the earth from pole to pole, 
And ftrike the murderers dead. 


ye 
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Acts xvii. 18. former part. 


«“ Then certain philofophers of the Epicureans, and of the 


Stoics, encountered him; and fome faid, what will this 
babler fay?" | 


IT was remarked in a former Scrap, that Paul had laid” 


e himfelf in the way of all whochofe either to infult or reafon — 


with him. And here we fee 1ft, who they were that made 
this attack on him; they were philofophers, &c. ad. How 
they treated hime “ What will this babler fay?” 

I. See who they were that attacked Paul; they were phi- 


—Jofophers. This word feems to convey the idea of perfons 
deep in knowledge, either of moral or natural things; and 


though now it is rather confined to perfons eminent for their 

underftanding of the works of nature; whether, as it refpects 

th: earth or the material heavens, it feems in Paul’s days to 
| 


include, if not chiefly apply to, them who were ia = 


verfed in, and would ably reafon upon, the theology or reli- 


gion of thofe times. So when Paul is attacked by philofo- 
phers, he has to encounter the firft charaéters that even 


Athens herfelf could produce. bed 
Epicureans, the followers of Epicurus, who is faid to have 
denied the Divine Providence, and afferted that the whole 
world was the effect of mere chance. He taught that natural 
gpatifiea- 


4 

| 
| 
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eratifications are a man’s chief good, and limited human 
~ exiftence to the prefent ftate: therefore Paul might well fay to 
fuch, 1 Cor. xv. 32. if thefe notions be true, “ Let us eat — 
and drink, for to-morrow we die.” Here we fee what 
dreadful errors may be maintained and propagated by men of 
ood natural and literary abilities; and that thefe wife heads | 
had hearts, ignorant and wicked enough to fer themfelves 
—againft Jefus Chrift and his gofpel. And thefe encounter 
Stoics. Thefe held the doctrine of an univerfal necefiity, 
and proudly exalted their wife men even to a degree of deificas 
tion ; and though there were philofophers of both thefe fects, 
and we fee their principles as different from each other as can 
well be, yet they can unite to oppofe the caufe of the one living 
and true God, as then oe by his fervant Paul. 
Here obferve how widely different thefe both were from the 
doétrines of divine grace, and what an act of kindnefs it was 
to take the gofpel of falvation amongft them. peertor | 
II. The manner in which they oppofed Paul—They — 
fcornfully faid, What will this badler fay?’ By which 
phrafe they convey the ideas they had formed of his meannefs, | 
ignorance, and impudence; as though he was only retailing | 
afew {craps of knowledge that he had fomewhere picked up, 
like the loofe and fcattered grains in the market place, and . 
had impudence enough to oppofe his broken incoherencies 
againft the orderly philofophical learning of Athens!!! 
But all this did not difcourage Paul, who was nobly con- 
- fcious of the divinity of the caufe in which he was engaged, 
and the power and goodnefs of that God whom he faced hs | 
- Let us then in our day, nobly brave every oppofition, and 
commit ourfelves and our all to God in his fervice: firmly be- 
lieving, that he who trufts in the Lord, fhall be as Mount 
Zion, that cannot, be removed, but abideth for ever, Pfalm 
CXXV.E. 
I remain, dear, Sir, with the beft of wifhes for the ufeful- 
nefs and fuccefs of the General Baptift Magazine, > 
Your moft obedient, humblefervant, 


April®, 1800. SMATTERER. 


For the General Baptif? Magazine. 
SCRAP | 
From Acrs xvii. 18. the latter part. 


“ He feemeth to be a fetter forth of ftrange gods: beeaufe he 
to them Jefus and the Refurrection,” 


HERE 


| 


- 
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HERE we fee how dreadfully the great doctrine of the 
chrittian religion is mifunderftood, even by thefe wife men _ 
of Athens; and how blind the human mind naturally is, 
with refpe& to the things pertaining to the true God, and the 
need we have of a divine revelation: the excellencies of which 
are not fufficiently obferved, nor the advantage of it duly felt, 
and that in part by it’s being fo long enjoined in our day, ard 


in this highly favoured nation. 463 
But could we for a fhort time put out that divine Licht, 


with which Heaven has gracioufly furrounded us, and be re- 


duced to the ftate the Atheiiians were in, and feel the Calamity 


of groping for Heaven's glory through nature’s darknefs; 
and then be favoured with divine inflructions, they would be 
felt alittle, a very little, like what they deferve. [. fay a 


very little, for their real worth, ror human, nor angelic 


tongue can tell, nor any heart conceive. 


Then how lamentable the cafe of all thofe on whom thefe 
favours are fo richly beftowed, and yet this richnefs of grace, 
in part, makes it pafs, unnoticed, uofelt, unimproved b 
them. Oh, Briton! Oh, my foul! beware left this neglected 
and defpifed Light be followed by more than Athenian dark- 
nefs; and that as a punifhment for our abufe of fuch mercy. 

But Paul preached yea, and the 
reflion too. Here was ample fcope for the beft abilities of 
this learned, regenerated, and zeajous fervant of the living 
and true God. efus the Saviour!—the Saviour whom 
God has anointed, and fet apart to fave poor finners, by laying - 
down his life for all, al tafting death for every man, and 
{pilling that blood which cleanfeth from all fin.—Yea, and the 
Refurrection too; not only of Chrift himfelf, but of all the 
dead, both “ the juft and the unjuft.””. What matter here 
with which to addrefs this people, and by which, would they 
have regarded, to have pierced their hearts with true com- 


+ 


pundion. 
But fo far from this, that their native and education preju- 
dices and ignorance fo far prevailed, while their heads and 


hearts were full of idolatry, that they fuppofed the bleffed. 


| Jefus, that divine Redeemer whom Paul preached, to be fume 


deified man, fome perfon of note, on fome account or other, 
and fo might be placed among their idols. See, oh fee, dear 
reader, what ignorance and prejudice can do; and do thou 
walkin the hght, while thou hatt the light, left darknefs come 
upon thee alfo. 

And what is, if poffible, more altoaifhing yet, they fup-— 
| pofed 
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| pofed that Refurreétion was fome noted Goddefs, about which 
this babler was talking. 

Oh, Sir! whata bleffing, could you, by your grave e and 
in ftrudtive Mifcellany, Icad mankind more generally to love, 
— ftudy and obey the truth, as it is in Jefus, - “This would give 
great pleafure to 


| 
; 


Your affectionate friend, 
T he SMATTERER, 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 5 


May 16, ‘1800. 


Dear Sir, 

PLEASE to accept the few moments produ@ion of my den, 
ae I now employ to thank you for your kind letter : 
need I fay | always highly value your feafonable hints ; I al- 
ways find that aptnefs-in you to exhort daily, which makes | 
your epiftles falutary and ufeful. 

You remind me of a future better world; you unite with 
me in bearing teftimony to the truth and ATH bo of God; 
you. contraft the prefent light affli@ions, ‘with an eternal 
weight of glory ; and thus you would {ftimulate me w go 
forward, always abounding in the work of the Lord. 
I will once more fubfcribe to the honour of the IDiviie 

Majetty, that he has given me to believe, all his ways are 

‘perfect ; all his paths are mercy and truth to fuch as fear 

| him ; ; and thigk can fay 

“Vii praife Him for all that is paft, 

And truft him for all that’s to come. » . 

Dear Sir, affift me with your prayers, and jet me in be 
remembered by you, when your foul is drawn out by a mighty 
{fpirit of grace anc fupplication. 

Through mercy we are are all tolérably well. IT am very 
much gratified in the enjoyment of my dear fifter’s com- 
pany, and hope to detain her all the fummer ; as at this time 
‘the can lend me fone affiftance, whicn may be of effential 

fervice. Mr. B. dcfires me to prefent his kind re{pecis to 
you. We thould indeed be much pleafed to fee you in k, 
My fifter particularly wifhes to be remembered to you in all 
chriftian refpect She is much pleafed with our fituation and | 
town, and teciable friends, You will plezfe to prefent my 
kind jove to all my chriftian friends, and accept my bufband’s 
in union wiih my own, for yourfelfand family, 


MINTS 


| 
| 

A | | 


HINTS respec THE BAPTISTS, 


NOTWITHSTANDING the oduim caft upon the 
Baptifts in the reign of King James J, and the feverities 
| ufedagainft them, they kept up their feparate meetings, and had 
many difciples. who embraced their opinion, as is declared by 
thofe who writ againft them. | 
Among the many profelytes which they had at this time, 
there was one at London, who being feverely refle&ed upon 
- for his feparating from the church, and divers falfe reafons 
for his fo doing being reported, thought fit to write aletter to ue 
his friends, to acquaint them with the real occafion of it; I 
and that he might recommend his prefent principle and practice ae 
_ to them with the more advantage, he got one of the elders of yl 
the Baptifts to draw it up for him. But before this letter 1a 
came to the perfons defigned, it fell into the hands of one in — 
the communion of the church of England, who immediately 
_publifhed it, together with an anfwer thereto. 
‘This letter, difcovering fomething of the principles and 
fpirit of the Baptifts of thofe times, and the arguments by 
which they did then maintain their opinions > | fhall here in- 


| 


fert the copy thereof: it 


Beloved friends, malt 
« The antient love that I have had towards you, provoketh 
me to teftify that I have not forgotten you, but am defireus 
{till to fhew my unfeigned love to you in-any thing I may. | 
make no queftion but you have heard divers falfe reports of me, _ 
although among the fame fome truths ; and that you may be © 
truly informed of my ftate, | thought good to write a few 
words unto you, hoping you will not {peak evil of that you — 
know not, nor condemn aman unheard. The thing wherein’ 
I differ from the church of England, is, they fay at their 
wafhing or baptizing their infants, they are members, chil- 
dren of God, and inheritors of the kingdom of Heaven. This 
I] dare not believe, for the Scriptures of God declare, that 
neithér flefh, nor wafhing the fiefh, can fave. ‘ Fleth and 
blood cannot enter into the kingdom of God; for that which | 
| is fleth is fiefh; and we cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God, except we be born again.’ They that have prerogative 
to be the fons of God, muit be born of God, even believe in 
his name; and the wafhing off the filth of the fleth is not the 
bantifm that faveth; but a good maketh requefis 
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_falem, the New Teftament, in which is the fpiritual temple, 
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to God. r If a man be in Chrift, he is a new creature.’ 
The confequence of this is, that infants are not to be baptized; 
nor can be chriftians; but fuch only as confefs their faith, as_ 
thefe Scriptures teach. Therets neither command, example, © 
or juft confequerice for infants bapiifm, but for the baptizing — 


of believers. There is béfides, of the church of God, to be 


confidered what itis; it will plainly appear, that infants can— 


not be of it; they that know the language from whence the | 
word church is taken, can witnefs that it fignifieth a people 
called out, and fo the church of Chrift is a company called 


out of their former eftate, wherein they were by nature; out 


of Babylon, wherein they have been in fpiritual bondage to 


the power of antichrift, and from having fellowfhip in fpiri- 


tual worfhip with unbelievers and ungodly men: from all; 
whofoever cometh out, they are fit timber for his fpiritual 
building, which is a habitation of God by the fpirit. and the 
houfhiold of faith. Thofe thus come out of nature, Egyptian 
bondage, and the fellowfhip of the children of Belial, being: 


new Creatures, and fo holy brethren, are made God’s houfe, 


or church, through being knit together by the {pirit of God, 
and baptized into his body, which is the church. This being 
undeniably the church of Chriit, infatts cannot be of it, for 
thev cannot be called out, as aforefaid. Known wicked men 
cannot be of it, becaufe they are not called out, nor anti- 
chrift’s {piritual bondage cannot be’of it; becaufe that is a ha- 
bitation of devils, and all God’s people muft go out of 
_ “ What can be objected againit this? are not all the fons 


} 


of God by faith? if any be in Chrift; ora chriftian; muft he 
not be a newcreature? I pray you, do not take up that ufua 


objetion which the Antichriftians have learned of the Jews, 
‘ What telleft thou us of being made Chriftians only by faith 
in the S n, and fo being made free? we are the children of 
Abraham, and of believers; we are under the promife, I will 
be the God of thee and thy feed: thus are we and our childeen 
made foe, when as they neither dg nor can believe in the Son/ 
This Jewifh antichriftian fable. . For Ahxaham had‘two 


fons, which were types of the two feeds; to the which two 


€ovenants are made: the one born after the flefh, typing ‘out 
ficthly Ifraelites, which were the inhabitants-of material 


Jerufalem, where was the material temple, and the performance 
of thofe carnal rites which endured unto the time of reforma- 
tion : the other by faith, typing out the children of the faith 
of Abraham, which are the inhabitants of the fpiritdal Jeru- 
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_ the church of the living God, and the performance of al! thofe 
_ fpiritual ordinances which Chrift Jefus, as prophet and king 
thereof, hath appointed, which remains, and cannot be fhaken 
«¢ Now if the old covenant be abolifhed, and all the apper- 
tainings thereof, as it is, as being fimilitudes of heaven] 
things; even the covenant written in the book, the people, 
the tabernacle or temple, and all the miniftring veffels ; and 
a better covenant, eftablifhed upon better promifes, and better 
temple and miniftring veflels came inftead thereof, procured 
and purchafed by the blood of Jefus Chrift, who is the new 
and living way: ‘ let us draw near with a true heart, in aflu- 
rance of faith, {prinkled in our hearts from an evil conf{cience, 
and baptized in our bodies with pure water: Ict us keep this | 
_profeflion of hope without wavering, and have no confidence in 
the ficth, to reap juitifteation or chriftianity thereby ; but let 
us caft it away as dung and drofs: for if evcr any might plead 
privilege of being the child of the faithful, the apoftle Paul 
might, ashe faith ; Phil. ili. 3,4.—vread the place—but it was 
nothing till he had the righteoufnefs of God through faith, 
then was he baptized into Chrift Jefus for the remiffion of 
_« This covenant, that we as children of Abraham challenge, 
is the covenant of life and falvation by Jefus Chrift, made to 
all the children of Abraham, as it is made to Abraham him- 
felf; ‘ to them that belicve in him that raifed up Jefus our 
Lord from the dead.’ As alfo, the children of the flefh are 
not they; they muit be put out, and muft-not be heirs with 
the faithful: ‘if they that are of the law be heirs, faith is 
 gyade void, and the promife is made of none effect. T here- 
fore it is by faith, that it might come by grace, and the pro- | 
~ mife might be ture to all the feed that are of the faith of Abra- 
*ham, who is the father of al] the faithful.”| They are his chil- 
dren; the promife of falvation is not made with both Abra- 
dram’s feeds, but with his own feed, they that/are of the faith © 
-.Thefe things may be {trange to thofe that are * ftrangers 
from the life of God, through the ignorance that is in them, 
becaufe of the hardneis of their hearts.’ God hath written 
them.as the great things of his law; but they are counted of — 
many as a firange thing: ‘but wifdom is juftified of al] her 
children,’ and they that fet their hearts to feek wifdom as 
filver, and fearch for her as for treafure, they fhall fee the 
_righteoutnets of thofe things as the light, andthe evidence of 
them as the noon-day. ‘They that be wife will try thefe 
| ‘things 
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of 
enlivens the fpirits, and gives vigour to the blood. It agrees 
better with phlegmatic people, than with young, hot, and bi- | 
lious conftitutions. Plutarch relates, that when a very great 
plague raged in the army of Julius Czfar in Africa, no | 
remedy was found fo effectual as good and generous wine, 
which very foon put a {top to it, after it was given to the _ 


things by the true touchftone of the Holy Scriptures, and leav 


off rejoicing in men, to hang their faith and profeffion on them 3 | 


the which I fear not to fupplicate God day and night on the 


behalf of you all.. To whofe gracious direction I commit you, | 
with a remembrance of my hearty love to every one ; deliring | 
but this favour, that for requital [ may receive your loving an- | 


fwer. Your’s to be commanded always in any | 
chriftian fervice, 
London, 10 May, 1622, H. H. 


A 


Crofby, Ve le 133. 


“ P,S. I have fent to my friends a teftimony of my love; _ 
one book to mafter Stroud, one to Goodman Ball, one to— 


| 
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Mrs. Fountaine, one to Roger Seely, one to Samuel Quafh, 
and one to yourfelf. I befeech you read, contider, and ‘the 


Lord give you underftanding in all things.’ 


| 


ANECDOTES ON MEAD, AND ON WINE. 


“ME AD is aliquor very commonin Lithunta, in Poland, 


is alfo madein many parts of England; but it is feldom ufed 


here as common drink. It is reckoned, on account of it’s 
oily and er principles, very proper in coughs and 


phthifical cafes. It is hurtful to bilious people; for ‘honey, 
of which it is made, eafily turnsinto bile.” .._ - | 
“ WINE is a fermented liquor of moft ancient date. It ap- 


pears from the holy writings, that the ufe of it was known > 
before the flood; for we are told that Noah (having learned 


the art of making wine in all probability before the flood) 


planted a vineyard, made wine, and unfortunately was overs 
come by . power of it.—The moderate ufe of wine, at all — 


times, and with moft ages and conftitutions, will have the 
moft generous cordial. It fortifies the ftomach, 


foldiers of that army.—Is not this a very plain hint of the ufe- 
fulnefs of it in our putrid, malignant, epidemical, and conta- 
gious fevers?” De Valagin, on Diet, p. 133. 


| 
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in ay ie and countries where honey is very plentiful. It. 
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To the Editor of the General Baptif? Magazine. | 
HonoureD SjR, | 
Havine obferved repeatedly on the covers of your 


monthly Publication a defire exprefied to receive from your 
Co-refpondents intclligence refpecting the deaths and characters 
_ of profeffing chriftians ; I have ventured to fend you the fol- 
lowing, which you are equally at liberty to publith, or con- 
fizn to obliyion, | 
On Thurfday, the 16th of January laft, died, in the 8qth | 
|) yee of her age, Mrs. Elizabeth Proud, reli@t of the late Mr. 
| John Proud, who was forty-one years a Minifter of the 
Gofpel ; twenty-nine of which he was Paftor of the General 
Baptift Church at Wifbeach, Cambridgefhire. Her piety 
was exemplary—the lived near to God—enjoyed daily com- 
munion with him, and found him faithful in her lait mo- 
ments. In the beginning of her Jaft illnefs, fhe appeared ra- 
ther diftrefled in her mind, and grieved becaufe her friends, 
fhe faid, had a much higser opinion of her than fhe deferved, 
and faid, “ if they knew me better they would think and {peak 
with diffidence.” So true-is it that the greateft chriftians 
think themfelyes the leaft of all faints. In converfation with a 
friend, fhe expreffed an ardent defire after an atlurance of the 
_ Lord’s favour and prefence in her dying hour, and then added, 
© T have only a hope, I truft, a well founded hope, in my 
Redeemer, that I fhall enjoy his prefence, and be happy.” 
Her friend, with whom fhe was converfing, repeated in her 
ear, for fhe was very deaf, Pfalm xxxi. 24. “ Be of good. 
courage, and he fhall ftrengthen your heart, all ye that hope 
in the Lord.” She replied, “ bleffed be God for that promife’7— 
& bieffed be Ged for hope.” And then, with eyes fixed up- f | 
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wards, and apparently with an uncommon degree of defire, 
repeated the following lines of Dr. Watts’s: it, 
“ O for an oyer-coming faith, | 
‘To cheer my dyiag hours! 
To triumph—to triumph o’er this monfer—this mon/ter | 
With all his frightful powers.” 
‘ The next day fhe was quite happy, and expreffed many 
ardent defires to be gone—told thofe around her, fhe fhould 
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than fhe 


forrow o’er the chriftians unt 
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to live an 


death; but the fereaity of mind with which fhe exprefled her | 
the darkfome vale, has removed the horrors which lifed to, 
attend the 


of future heppinefs, and her ardent defire to pafs 


thoughts of dying, and taught her that death to the 
real child of God is defirable rather than tu be feared:.. “| 
When fhe found that her diffolution was at a greater diftance 


withed fo 


opportuni 


ground, and a fermon was preached on the occafion by brother 
Thomas wen, of March, from Numb. xxiii. 10. “ Let me 
die the death of the righteous, and let my laft énd be like his,” 
toa very crouded audience. I have only recorded a few parti- 
culars re(peéting Mrs. Proud in her dying circumftances, and 


omitted to enlarge on her chara@ter, as a wife, parent, Or 


chriftian, as that is fuperceded by the following lines, writtea 
by her fon, which, if you have no objection, you are at li- 
berty to pub blith : 


Elegy on Death no fuch thing, 


"Tis virtue, life, and Mrs. Proud, | fing. 
_ What, is fhe dead?—And muft we deeply mourn, 


| 
‘ | ; 
| ‘ 
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foon be releafed, and be happy with Chrift in olory ; |- 
horted all around her to prepare for that change which would — 
foon take place with her, and which might, ‘for ought they 
knew, as foon take place with them. The Lord, however, . 
difappointed _ and prolonged her life a few days beyond — 
| ndt fay’ to teach thofe around her how 
die. One friend, who attended her occalionally 
both by day and night, has fince declared fhe is well repaid | 
for all the attention and affiftance fhe gave Mrs. Proud. Here- 
tofore bi has always feen fomething very dreadful to her in | 


| 


ad imagined, fhe exorefled great forrow. for her im= 
patience, and faid, have offended vod, I ought not to have 
death, but to have prayed for rélighatict to his 
will.” And from this time was a picture of patience, ex- — 
horting all who came near her to feck the Lord while they had 
i that they might be prepared for death, come 
whenfoever it may, until ‘Tuefday morning, when the fell. 
afleep, and flept apparently free from pain, until two o’clock - 
on Thurfday morning, from which time ’tis fuppofed, by the 
vifible t itchings and motions of the human frame, fhe might 
feel fome pain; but never awoke. At four her fpirit quitted 
it’s old decayed tabernacle, and took pofleffion of a 2 houfe not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” She was interred — 
on the Lord’s-day evening in the General Baptift’s Burial- | 
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No, dead fhe is not, nor can ever be, 
She triumphs now in immortality. 
_ Away with folemn elegies on death, | See 
The body’s dead we own,—’tis Heaven’s plan; 
But then the earthly body’s not the man. 
‘Can all the elements howe’er combin’d © 
Produce a rational, immortal mind? 
Ampoffible then why, when friends bie fled 
To worlds of peace and joy, fay we they’e dead ? 
Abfurd the idea,—chafe ‘t from the breait, 
And be the réal truth of things exprefs’d. > 
Souls never die—death is but the remove, | 
Of pious chriftians, to the worlds of love. 
Full fixty years in this frail ftate of life, 
Our friend, a faithful, virtuous, worthy wife | 
_ Wasknown to be,---a brightexamplegiv’n, 
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Of thofe fweet graces which defcend from Heav’n. 


Full threefcore years and ten the facred word — 
Her rule of life, and Jefus Chrift her rt 
Tohim devoted, and his will obey’d, 
Nor from his holy precepts ever ftray’d. 
The humble author of thefe lines can tell, 
Her virtues beft, none knew her heart fo well. 


‘But all who knew her, (and fome thoufands knew,) 


Will own in her religion ftood to view, . 
In all it’s charms, fo lovely and fo bright, 

_ ‘That few on earth have fhone in ftronger light. 
Patient in trouble,---evermore refign’d, — 
Whate’er her ftate, fupported was her mind. 
Tender and moft benevolent of heart, ~ 

- Where e’er diftrefs appear’d, fhe would impart. 
Thefons of povertyfromherhavefound 
An open hand, while. richer ones were bound, _ 
That charity which in her bofom glow’d, le 
So many years---fo many gifts beftow’d, 
In feeble, helplefs age, to her was fhown, 
And lib’ral hearts were found liketoherown; 

Who, tender, kind, and gen’rous, did provide, 

_ And through her widow’d {tate her wants fupplied. 
Ye worthy few, thistribute to your praife,. > 
A grateful heart returns in artlefs lays. 
Hecan no more than give returns of love, 
But your reward is treafur’'d up above. _ 
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Y our friendfhip to her virtue was exprefs’d, 
Virtue which had fo many fuff’rers blefs’d. 
One good you did not fee her want below, 
Butinttantly that good you did beftow. 
Well have you done ;—as taught in 
You gave toher, and dent it to the Lord; 

Who will your fouls full feven fold repay, 

When you fhall meet her in the realms of day. 
But praife apart.---I'd to my theme return, 

And paint a wreath around a parent's urn. 
Delightful name !---No fon hath ever known, 
A berter, kinder, parent than thy own. 

Full forty years, and more, I knew her life, 

I knew the mother, chriftian, friend, and wife. 


Jefu’s word, 


| 


| 


ase 


I knew her virtues ;—but | can’t exprefs, 
The vain attempt would only make them leds. 
In every fituation —-every {tate, 
Her life was pure, and her example great. 
To fpeak her character in one fhort line, 
b like her's, were every heart, and mine! 

Did all mankind as good, as righteous prove, 
You’d fee a heav’n below of peace and love. 
Prepar’d by mercy for a ftate of reft, ree 
She’s where the truly good, are truly bleft. 
ngel there, the’li live,-—that heaven know, 
Which threefcore years and ten fhe fought below. 
A mee form—a perfect female ftand, 
Receive her vaft reward from Jefu’s hand. 

In youth and vigour, joy and honour fhine, 
With fellow angels—in their pleafures join. 

And fhare, what thall toa!l the good be giv'n, | 
An endlefs life of happinefsinheav’n, | 


N. B.| 


If the views of Mr. Proud would have petthitted 


him more exprefsly to afcribe the holinefs and falvation of his 


excellent mother to the grace of God in Chrift Jefus, his 
poem would have been much more agreeable to the fentiments 
and experience of the deceafed, and of thofe who principally 
fupport the General Baptiit Magazine. Epiror. 


_ On Thurfday, March the 6th, 1800, died at March, in 
the Tile of tly, Mr. Chomas Mills, in the 84th year. of his. 
age. He.was a relident of this town fifty-four years; fifi 
whereof he was paftor of the General-Baptift congregation, 
In the vf the year 1999 he refigned the pa‘toraj 
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office ; but continid to until November 

3798; from which time his bodily ftrength and mental powers 
contiderably fuiled him. He evidently faw his approaching 
diffolution ; which period he fo anxioufly defired, that he often 
begged his friends and brethren to pray for his death. Their 
conitant refufal to do i it, and entreaties that ke would labour 
after refignation to the will of hts heavenly Father in his 
fufering {tate, which he always acknowledged to be his duty, 
did not in the leaft prevent his begging them to pray for 
his death, until his aflictions were heavier and his ftrength | 
much decayed ; when to the joy of his friends his patience 
and refignation were great indeed. He was now fcarce ever 
heard to utter a complaint; but often exprefling his thank- 
fulnefs to God, although through weaknefs, he was confined 
to his bed for feveral | weeks, incapable of moving, except 
one hand, withoutafliftance. I truit we may attribute this 
great change tothe grace of God, and the influences of his 
bleffed {pirit upon the heart. His remains were interred i in 
the church-yard, on the Lord’s-day evening following, — 
where the Diffenters in our parifh bury their dead, and the - 
burial { rvice read over him by the Rev. Mr. Jobfon, and 
his funeral fermon pieached on return, in the Baptift meeting- 
houfe, by brother “Thomas Ewen, from Numb... xxiii. 10. 
“ Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my kait end be 
like his ;” toa very ferious crouded auditory. 


March, May i2, 1800. 


On Wednefday, March 12, r800, died, at Sutton Bonnington, in the 
county of Nottingham, Mrs. Sarah Smith, wife of Mr. Wiiliam Smith, in the > 
twentieth year of het ave, She was one who, through grace, remembered 
her Creator in the days of her youth, being fiund fubject to the commands of 
her dear Lord and Saviour, in deg eam alone fhe piaced her dependance for 
eternal live. 

- About a month previous to her death: the was delivered of a daughter, 

(which ftill furvives,) and appeared for more than a week afterwards to be 
quire our of all danger; but on the eleventh day from her delivery, it i¢ 
thoughe fhe took cold, in confequence of her handling fome cold linen cloth ; 
andin the evening the was quite infenfible, fo that thofe about her thought 
fhe could not contitme till morning: furgical affiftance, however, was had, 
and her fenfes were in fome good degree reftored. Her mou: ning partner, 
who had been overwhelmed with griet all the night, and to all appearance 
had given up all hopes of her being in any. degree reftored, had once more 
an opportunity of hav ng converfe with her. He enquired into the ftate of. 
her mind, ref{pedcti ng her hopes of happinefs, fhould the Lord fee good to 
‘take her away by death. To which the rephed, Jefus Chrift, and what he 
has done for me, when he fuffered on the tree, is what I sett my hopes upon 
for acceptance with my God.” She appeared to be fen&ble, in tome degree, 
chat her end drew nigh, though her furviving partner and near relations en-. 
ter‘ained fome flattering tc the contrary; the, howeve~, remained 
ienhbe to her dyipg hour, and would have recourfe at times to the precious 
prom ics of ber Lord a Saviour, which fo elevated her mind, diach,. 

| the 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. (299 
the king of terrors, appeared a welcome meffenger toher. May this ftroke 


of Providence have a lafting impreffion on all our minds, and lead us to felf- - 


examination, whether we are prepared for fo awful a ehange * 

In the courfe of her illnefs the obferved to her furviving partner, ** I 
fhould like to choofe a pafl.ge of fcripture to be improved at my interment, 
fhould the Lord fee good to remove me from thee to himfelf.””. Which ac- 
cordingly was done, which was Job xiil. 15. ** Though he fley me, yet will 
IJ truft in him.” She refigned herfpirit into the hands of her dear Saviour 
the day aforefaid, and we truft fhe is now ia the poffeflion of that crown and 
kingdom which is referved for all thofe who are faithful unto death. She was 
interred in the Baptift Burying-ground at Sutton, on the 16th of March, at 


which time the words which the deceafed chofe were improved by Mr. T. 


Pickering, of Caftitedonington, to a very crouded and mournful congregation. 

_ Mr. Benjamin Armftrong, of Quorndon, in the county of Leicefter, aged 
66 years, attended to his domeftic cr commercial concerns in the early part of 
the day ; dined, and enjoyed himfelf as ufual ; went into his garden, to ob- 
-ferve the fia.e of his bees ; faying he fhould return to attend tofome neceffary 
bufinefs. But his houfekeeper, thinking him long abfent, went to feek him 3 
when lo! fhe found him ftretched lifelefs on the ground. O that this loud 


voice of divine Piovidence, may awaken the hearts of thofe who fee or hear | 


of it, and make them feelingly remember that ‘* at foch an hour as they 


_ think not,” the Lord may call them to appear before him ! 


The brother of Mr, B. Armftrong died as fuddenly as himfelf ; and his 


wife nearly as fuddenly as either of them. Alld 


ied in lefs than three years. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


| Ox May math and two following days was the annual meeting of the Mifi- 
onary Society. Their religious fervices were conduéted in the following manner: 
Wednefday, the Rev. Eben. Brown, of Inverkeithing, in : cotland, fon of 
the late Rev, J. Brown, cof Hadington, author of the Self interpreting Bible, 
preached in the morning at Surry Chapel, from 2 Cor. v. 14. ** The love 


of Chrift conftraineth us.”—In the evening, the Rev. J. M. Ray, of Sud- 


bury, preached at the Tabernacle, from Gen. xxli. 18. ‘* du thy feed 
fhall ail the nations of the earth be bleffed,’® ¥ | | 
_ Thariday, the Rev. T. Grove, of Waifal, preached at Tottenham -court- 
road Chapel, from Luke xxiv. 47. ** And that repentance and remiffion of 
fins fhould be preached in his name among ail nations.’ | 


Friday, the Rev, W. Williams, A. B. of High Wycombe, preached at 


St. Leonard’s Church, Shoreditch, from Pfal. ii. 8. ‘* Atk of me, and I will 
give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermoft ;arts of the 
éarth tor chy poffeffion.”’ | 


The meetings were crowded as on former fimilar occaficns.. 


On Wednefday, May 7, 1800, was held ar Hinckley, Leicefterhhire, the 
half yearly meeting of the Minifters of the three denonin 


ations of Diflenters 
in that county. 


‘The meeting began at half paft ten with finging. | 
prayed; and Mr. Biundel of Arntby, preached the firft fermon, from P{al, 
GXxil. 9. ** Becaufe of the houie of the 
good,” Mr. Cook, of Narborough, pieached the fecond fermon, from 
Matt, xxiil. 8. ** But be not ye calied Rabbi: for one js your mafter, even 
Chrift: and all | 


| ye are brethren.” Mr. Deacon, of Leicefter concluded 
with prayer. | | | | 


| After dinner the minutes of the laf meeting were ‘read, and the ufual 

gueftions were propdfed, and confidered. Mr. Cave, 

nimoufly requefted to draw up a circular letter; 
Promoting meetings for prayer, in 
gations may be requefted 
_ The next half-y 
in 1890, 


of Leicefter, was una- 


| fiating, the tmportance of 
wh.ch the members of the diffcrent coigre- 


fo unite; to be prefented and read at the next meeting, 
early meeting to be held at Arnfby, on the firft Wednefday 
| | > H | 


- 


Mr. Davis, of Wigfton, 
Lord our God, I will feek tay 


List 


ant 
#48 
a 
we. 
t 
igt 
th 
4 
a 4 
a 


t 


| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
’ 
it 


List or. 


MEETING- HOUSES in LONDON: 


ncluded fro the N imier of the PaoresTaNT ‘Dissenters 
Mac AZINE. 


cr See p. 163, of our be Number. 


LEADEN-HALL MARKET, Lime-ftrect, 
Jquareme bree five feats each, 


| THIS church was fir(t gathered iy Dr. THOMAS coopwin, whofe 
Jabours in print are well known... After him fucceeded 
Mr, COLLINGES, who wasa viluable preacher about the year on. | 
Mr, NATHANIE L MATHER fucceeded him. He wasa judicious, zealous, | 
aficttionate preacher ; yet rather heavy inthe pulpir, and therefore not popular. | 
He was one of the Pinner’s-Hall Lecturers, and had a fhare in the controverly | 
of thatdav with Dr. Witiiams.. The latter pe rt of his time , a 
Mr. TRAIL, a worthy minifter, aflitted him. Mr, iather dying in 165 38, 
he was fucceeded by 

Mr. BRAGG, and Mr. COLLINGES, the fon of the above-mentioned, as 
joint paftors. Mr. Collinges was a good preacher and a ferious chriftian, but his , | : 
compofures not being well connedted, and his delive ery odd, he had not a large 

auditory, thongh well efteemed by the churches. He died about the aes: 17 iO, 
~ when he was one of the Pinners-Hall leétyrers. The following year 

Mr, PHILIP GIBBS was chofen to affitt Mr. Breage, which he continued to 
do till 1729, when he was called to be co-paftor with Mr, Barker, at Hackney. 
Mr. Gizss, after fome years, fo much altered his fentiments, as to diffolye this 
connection, and to publith his recantation. He had beep one of Mr. Coward's 
firft leturers at St. Helen's, and printed fome fermons preached in 
nection with Mr, Bradbury and others, 

Mr. Bragg, before he was calied ta the paftoral affice, preached a lecture at_ 
Sulter’s HeN on the Lord’s-day evening, where he had acrouded auditory. Upon 
his removal, he brought that lecture to his own piace, and it was obferved that 
this was 2 nurfery to his church; his labours therein being owned to the con- 
verficn of many fouls. He has, to this day, preached ftatedly in the morning 
and has always had a large audienze. Hischurch is now a confiderable body 
He is 2 plain familiar preacher, and his difceurfes are not the moft laboured, but ' 
they have been attended with great fuccefs. He is a zealous Calvinift, and is 
often preaching againit Atheifm, Deifm, Ar rianifm, Socinianifm, “rminians, 
-Neonomians and Antinomians, And thoug rh he takes this freedom in the | 
pulpit, from whence fome have concluded that he was of a cenforious temper ;| 
it has been remarked that he never could be drawn to {peak evil, or to the preju-~ 
dice of any man’s perfonal character. He has at prefent no ttated affiftant, but 
accalional fupplies in the afternoon. Heisajecturer at Pinner’s Haile 


EAST CHEAP: (Weigh-houft. ) 
gal, of 6 feats, one f 


IN 1695 this church met in a large room in ae Eaft-Cheap, Mre 
REYNOLDS being their paftor ; but in 1697 his people built this meeting=— 
houfe ; andfrom a fmall, it has hecome a coniiderable and rich congregation, 
Mr. Reynolds was a plain, ferious, and affecting preacher 5 and he had many 


' 
? 
> 
> 


{g's of his miniftry. He was a remarkable pleader for the caufe and intereft of 


aaa’ - minifters i ; and God gave him 
+ and efpecially for the poor minifters in the country; and “God § > 
Liberal the hearts and purfes of his people ; they making the lJargeft 


collection (for the fund) of any congregatjon in London, (Saiver’s Hall excepteé) 


bor years. | 
Oe, EARLE was chofen his affiftant about 1699, and upos his remoyal about 
3707; he was fucceeded by | 
‘Mr. JAMES READ; but Mr, Reynolds and the church not being fatisfie 
with Mr. Keaa’s judgment as to the coctrine of the Trinity, (fo which he refufed 
{ubmiffion) about 1720, he was difcharged, and ar 
Mie WOCD was Chofen in his room, Mr: Reynolds dying In 19275 Mr. 
Woop was chofen paftor; who is a lively good preacher, of popular talents, 
30 | 
gh Sancerfon.* was chofen to be his affiftant. ‘This church ufed to 
carry thei: contributions for country minifters to the Prefbyterian fund, but Mr. 
Wod now joins with the Congregational. | 
(Dr. LANGFORD fucceeded Mr, Wood, and Dr. WILTON fucceeded Dr, 
Langford. Some memoirs of him will thortly appear. ] 


TURNER’s HALL, Philpot-Lane. 


Dimenfions—10 fguare. 


Mr. HUMPHRYS was rfattor of this church in the year 1y00, at which time 
they met in alarge room ‘in Duse’s Place, from whence they temoved toa new 
meeting-houfe in Rosemary-/ane and from thence to Dwke’s Place again. Afterwards 
tothe meeting-houfe in Petticoat-laney now Mr. Paine’s, Mr. Humphrys was in- 
clined to what we call Antinomianifm, and his people more fo. He was a great 


admirer of Dr. Crisp, and Mr. Dawis, of Rothzveil. He was a minifter of learning, | 


and much efteemed by the high-fown people, though never popular. He dying 
about 1721, was fucceeded by | 


Mr. HUSSEY, of Cambridge. This gentleman was much followed, and 
drained feyeral churches of fuch members as were etter inffru&ted than their paftors, 
He died in 1728, when a confiderable part of them removed to Turner*s Hail, , 


and after fome confiderable time chofe | 

Mr. BENTLEY, for their minifter, who was by occupation a mechanic ; 
but being a perfon of confiderable light, he quitted his other employment,+ and 
gave himfelf up entirely to the miniftry. He was firft of Mr. Bragg’s chutch, 
but (not efteeming him) quite orthodox, he went to Mr. Huffy’s. He has no 
-Hrerature, but has other qualifications that make amends for that deficiency.—It 
does not appear whether this church exifted before 1695. It is apprehended that 


it is now as large as in Mr, Humphrys’stime. In 1741 Mr. Bentley removed 
to Spital-fields. y 


* After a few years this excellent man was removed to Beproagp to afiitt 
Mr. Chandler, a venerable old minifter, who was-the immediate fucceflor of ‘Yoh 
Bunyan, Inthe year 1740 he was ordained co-paftor, and feon became fole paftor 
toa very flourifhing congregation, in which fituation he continued univerfally be= 
loved till the year 1766, when he died in faith and joy, univerfally lamented, 


aged 63. For unaffected piety, fweetnefs of temper, and benevolence of heart, 
f Mr. Sanderjon is inferted by one to whem | 


he had few equals, This account o 


his memory will be ever dear, and who would be glad to do him jufti¢e by a more 
ample account of his life and charaéter, which his humility forbid being done in 


his funeral fermon, | 
a + That of a Barber, 
| | MILES’s 
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220 “LIST OF MEETING-HOUSES, 
-‘MILES’s LANE. 
Dimensions—22 square.—Tbree gal, seats each, 


3 


THIS church was gathered about the year 1669, by Mr. FORD, an ejected 


minifter, who was pious, zealous and ufeful. On account of his growing age 
and infirmity, in 1690 


\ 


Mr. MATTHEW CLARKE was chofen to affit him, with no greater | 


allowance than 301. fer annum. Soon after he was fixed co-paftor, and upon the 
death of Mr. Ford in 1694, the whole charge devolved upon him. His auditory 


increafing, the people enlarged the place, and made it more commodious. But 


for three or four years following, he was greatly difcouraged by the lofs of 
many of the principal fupports of his church. He afterwards, however, began 
to fee the fruits of his labours in confiderable additions. © 

Another church met inthe fame place in the morning ; (of which Mr. Short 
was paftor) fo that Mr. Clarke had but one fermon to preach to his people 


on the Lord’s-day- But it may truly be faid that, confidering the length of 


his difcourfes and his labour is compofing them, it was nearly equal to two, 
and he had hereby the better opportunit for affifting other ehurches, which he 
fcarcely ever refufed todo. He was indeed a faithful labourer in the gofpel of 
Jefus Chrift. As he advanced in years his miniftry became more fuccefsful. 


His popularity and efteem among Diffenters of all denominations was at leaft 


equal tothat of any minifter of histime, and even to the end of his life. He 
had indeed many qualifications to recommend him.  Befides his learning, af- 


fluence, and maniinefs of fpeech, he poffefied a fweet and agreeable temper, 


great charity and benevolence, to all forts of chrittians, He was efpecially 
valuable for his knowledge of mankind: he had a piercing eye, and a fharper 
judgment, fo that he would generally difcover what people were, almoft by a 
look, at leaft by a fhort converfation, Mr. Clarke was one that had the intereft 
of Chrit really at heart, and took all opportunities to promote it. He was par- 
ticularly folicitous for the rifing generation. He poured out many a fervent 
prayeron their account, and rarely omitted an opportunity, in the moft moving 
and compafiionate manner, to recommend religion to them in the truth and power 
of it.-Jt was obfervable, that though he was a good-tempered man, his prefence 
always commanded reverence. He never fought for authority or dominién, and 
in all his management of church affairs, his own fentiments were feldom dif- 
covered, and never preffed, but he referred every thing'to his people ;_ which con- 
defcending temper had this confequence, that they hardly ever took “up any refo- 
lution, without being firft fatisfieti that it was agreeable to him, 


In 1716 Mr. SHort’s people quitted this megting-houfe, when Mr, Glark 


undertook the fervice of the whole day, which he continued to perform till 1720, © 


when Mr. TIMOTHY JOLLIE was chofen to affift him. He had been 
fubjet to the gout and rheumatifm, which now every year grew upon him, 
fo that his ftiength vifibly decayed; and on the Lord’s-day, March 28, 
1728, he went to his everlafting reft, In the Auguft following Mr. Jouure 


was chofen paftor in his room; but not without great oppofition. — ite had thirty= 
four voices, and Mr, Guise, of Hertford,twency. 


[ Hére follows a particular account of. a thameful breach in the church, 


on the charges of a defect in Vir. ‘Yu/lie’s orthodoxy, though he had made: 
fatisfaGtory conféilion of his faith to feveral minifters, who afterwards took 
part againit him. A feparation took place, when nineteen men and forty- 


four women, who were church members withdrew; and a new church was. 


formed, of which Mr. Guise, (afterwards Dr. Guisz) became paftor. But 
perhaps the particulars of this affair had betrer be buried in oblivion.] Mr. 


charch however, was till refpefable, and now enjoys He 
end Mr. Fennings exchange twice in the month. 


*," SALTER’s HALL, for the next Number 
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BELIEVE the. reader ‘wil eafily apprehend, that a 
perfon capable of writing in this manner upon fuch an ¢c- 
cation, was,.,well, qualified to, compofe for the pulpit; and 
though his, tutor did not fee. this letter, he had avery agreeable 
proof afvit; much about this time, (1 think, the Odtober, or 
TWovember following 3) when Mr. Steffe bore, a part in the 
courfe Of homilies, (as they were called, to diftinguith them 


from fermons) deliveredin the leCture-room, upon the Being 


and Attributes of God, and the chief points of natural reli 
gion} The fubject allotted. to him»was, ‘Che Imitation of 
God's Moval. Perfections; and. I cannot recolleét, that [-ever 
heard.a better'academical difcourfe from any of the young 
ftudents wit whom I have been acquainted. It was finifhed 
with. an accuracy, both of thought and language, whieh would 
have engaged me to have added it to this collection of his 
remains, if I had found it amongft his papers. But as [ did 


not, L only mention it to fhew, the reafon upon which they. 
acted, who,out of regard to the neceffity of feveral neigh- 
houring congregations then deftitute, advifed him to offer 


himielf ta the. exam)nation of a committee of minifters des 
puted for that purpofes 1 in order to his. preaching In public. 
He pafled that exam ination. bighly to their fatisfaftion, as 


they deelared by a proper tefitimonial. And my illrefs engaged 


him to preach his frit fermom at Northampton, the firft of 


January, 1737-8. 
The fubject of it was thofe words, 2 Sam. vii. a “Who 


am 1, O Lord God! and whag is my houfe, that 
Vor. III. 
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brought me hitherto?” As I have inferted it the firft in 
this collection, which is now in the reader’s hand, I need fay 
nothing more to prove, that the general acceptance it met wita 
was very well grounded ; and all [ fhall add concerning it is, 
that I find in a blank page of the notes the following memo- 


randum, dated April 16, 1738. ‘“ I have heard that this ti 


fermon was made peculiarly ufeful to feveral perfons at 
Northampton, the firft time of it’s being preached, and the 
firft time of my preaching atall. Blefs the Lord, O my foul, 
for the honour he has done to thy poor worthlefs attempts of 
fervice in this inftance! O may it be an happy {pecimen of 


far more abundant fuccefs to attend my future labours in the ee 


-miniftry 


It was before the end of January this year, that the Rev.. 
Mr. Stodden, of Taunton, and the heads of the congrega- 
tion under his care, wanting an ailiftant, thought proper to 
apply to Mr. Steffe’s tutor, who knowing the importance of 
that place, judged it convenient to fend him thither as a can-— 
didate. His labours were univerfally acceptable to that nu- 
merous fociety; infomuch that after having fpent two or 
three fabbaths among them, he received an unanimous and 
preffing invitation to fettle there; which invitation, by the 
advice of all his friends, he accepted, only referving to him- 
 felf the liberty of continuing where he was till his academical — 
ftudies were compleated, which they were by’ Midfum- 
_ The aft day, in which he appeared in the congregation to 
which he had fo long ftood related, was the 4th of June, 
#738, when he preached that excellent fermon with which 
this little collection concludes: A day, which I cannot for- 
bear mentioning on twoaccounts: Theone is, thatit was the 
Jaft in which I ever enjoyed the pleafure of his labours and 


- conveifation, though he lived till that day two years: The — 


other, that [ find it was made, by the divine goodnefs, re- 
matkable comfortable and refrefhing to him. This morn- 
ing,” fays he, ina letter from which I muft borrow a few 
lines, “1 toek my leave of the pulpit here; and have this 
afternoon been at the table of the Lord, reviewing witha 
grateful furprize the various inftances of thedivine goodnefs to 
. me; efpecially in fixing me in this place, and making my 
» abode here fo comfortable and advantageous : 1 have now been 
_ renewing my covenant engagements to my Father and my 


_ God; and in this refpeét, 1 would not alter the thing that is 


gone out of my lips, or avhich has been exprefied in the fe- 
_¢ret language of my heart. I would not be excufed from 
| loving 
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Joving the great Author of all my Mercies ; I would not be 
difcharged from his fervice, if I might. I would not with 
for any thing to leflen my obligations to my dear Redeemer, . 
but for every thing to increafe my fenfe of them.” And then 
he goes on to exprefs his tender fympathy to his mother, then 
under confinement by illnefs, and his longing defire, if it were 
the will of God, to fhare the entertainment of God’s houfe 
and table with her,.and to dwell with her again, though in 
the loweft circumftances: In which, I believe, he alluded to a 
{cheme which he had, of bringing her to Taunton, which, 
had God fpared his life, might have perhaps fucceeded. 

What pleafure fhe had in an interview with him, and in, 
attending his miniftry in that vifit which he quickly after 
made her at Wrentham, may be more ealily imagined, than 
defcribed. From thence he went to Taunton, and was ver 


joyfully received by his worthy friend, the Rev. Mr. Stod wea 


and the whole congregation under hiscare. How he acted in 
this more public fcene of life, I have not an opportunity par- 
ticularly to fay; but am in the general fully fatished, that he 
behaved in fuch a manner, as there was reafon, from what we 
have already feen of him, to hope and expect, and as entitled 
him to the affection and efteem of his valuable Paftor, of the 
~ Society to whom he preached, and alfo of-many neighbouring 
Congregations, among whom he foon came to have an influ- 
ence, far beyond what could have been imagined, confidering 
his years. 
I think I have before me all the fermons he compofed 
during the two years he continued in this fituation, which 
was all the remainder of his valuable life; and they are fo 


fairly written, and (fo far as [can judge) fo carefully finithed, — 


_ that [ cannot but fuppofe, they had all, except the !aft, which 


was made when his illnefs began, been written out twice. . 


They are every one of them, fo far as-I can recollect, upon 
practical and important fubjects ; and if ] may judge from 
_what I have feen, they are fuch, both for method, thought, and 
language, that I fhould have found no difficulty in furnifhin 
out feveral volumes of difcourfes, equal to moft of thete 
which are here publifhed. I cannot find any one of them 
in the review, of which a wile and good 'man might not have 
had reafon to rejoice on the borders of eternity: for all are 
calculated to promote a reverence for God, and love to him ; 
to convince men of their fin and mifery by their apaftacy; to 


point out the only method of their recovery, by faith ia the ~ 


rightzoufnefs and grace of the blefled Redeemer, and a fincere 
devotednels of foul to God through him; to awaken carelefs 
finners, 
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finners, to 're-animate flumbering chriftians, to ettcourage 
weak and timorous; and in a woftd, fo far as'was poffible, 
every difcourfe, to give to every one hig portion of meat in 
due fezfon: nothing of that folenyn pomp ‘of profound reafon- 
ing, with which the dulleft and emptieft difcomfes ofep 
abound; none of thofe affe€ted and puerile ornaments, which 
make preaching the play of the imagination, and turn the church 
into atheatre: nothing arrogant, nothing petulant, nothiht 


cenforious; nothing intended to kindle the unhallowed flames 
of party zeal, and lead men either to judge, Be pe théir 

brethren: but all ferious, fpiritaal, and candid; and, on 
Whole, iuch as became a preacher, who confidered that his 


on the 


{ermons were written in the book ‘af ‘God’s remembrance, 
and that he muft fhortly render ah account to him, m whofe 
name and prefence he hadthehonourtofpeak, 

Ashe was well corivinced that religious vifits made a confi- 
derable part of the care of fouls, he did not imagine, that his 
being only an affiftant-preacher could excufe him fromit. He 
was willing to affift ‘his honoured paftor in’this, as well as 


at work: and as the congregation was fo numerous, that 


€ perceived he‘fhould be a long time going through it, he 


had his appointed times for vifiting fome of the poorer fami- 


lies, in which they ufed to call in ‘their neighbeurs to fhare the 


happy opportunity ; and as pious inftruction was the great end 


of thefe vifits, they feldom or never concluded without 
prayer: a labour of love, in which he was greatly animated — 
by the writings and example of ‘the great and excellent Mr. 
Jofeph Allen, his:predeceffor; to whofe Alarm ‘to the uncon- 
verted, our author by the way acknowledges, he was under 
‘God indebted for the firft faving impreffions that were made - 

Tn the mean time, his care of thofe with whom he was, did 
not Jead him to forget his abfent friends, efpecially the dear 


. family at Wrentham, and that of his tutor. To the latter he 


wrote feveral letters, expreffing the moft lively and affec- 
tionate acknowledginent of the care which had been taken of 
him, though to be fure no more than the'‘duty of fuch an> 
important truft had required. To his friends at home he ale 
ways exprefled his kindeft regard, in a variety of inftances 
which I muft not here enumerate: nor muft I even infert that 
important letter which he wrote to one of his brethren, who 
was removed by death the winter after he carne to Taunton. 


mutt content myflf-with faying, that he only 


a pious care, but an admirable fkill and dexterity in the man- 
ner of that addre{s; omitting nothing that might tend, on the 
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ane hai}, to awaken kis mind, and to féckire hic from all pre- 
fumptuous and aken ‘ho! ahd on ‘the other, to 
courage him to ‘la hold on the grace of the gofpel, in a¢nan- 
ner that be effeAual to his dtérnal falvation. ?Tis 
merely fi om ‘fear of. extending thefe memoirs ‘too far. 
beyor ‘d their proper bounds, ‘which 1 ‘fear they have ‘already 
tranfzrefied, that I ‘refrain froth inferting this letter at large, 
But i mutt with: great pleafure add, that ‘hts pious Care was fo 
fuccefsful, that his brother died in fuch a truly ‘chriftian 
manner, as to léave in the'mind of his furviving rélatives a 
moft chearful that God had ‘fhewn him the path 
of hfe, 

He carrfed on a ‘very affetohate ‘with 
feveral of his fellow ftudeéats, ‘in’ which "he exXpreficd ‘the 
fincereft defire te maintain upon their mifids a lively: forife ot 
religion, and°an active ‘zeal in the fervice of God. ‘in 
fuch offices of piety and friendzhip of various kinds, he con 
tinued till the clofe of hts life. 

_ Tremember, about ‘the beginhing of May, 1740, ‘He wrote 
me the laft letter I ever received froth him, indeed not quite’a 
month béfore he died ; in whith he eXpréfféd to ‘the 
following purpofe: The finall-pox mech in “Paune 
ton, and carry off confiderable numbers. My friends ‘@x- 
prefs a very tender obliging flicitude on ‘my accéunt; and 1 
endeavour to ‘take. all prident precautiofis to avoid ‘datioer. 

‘But I God I find my {pirits intirely calm; and-commpoled, 

as to the event: | chearfully commit myfelf tothe ‘all wife 
and gracious difpofal of my heavenly Father; ‘and hope I Have 
no uncértainty before me, but whether i fhall ‘be ferving 
Chrift in this world, or in a better.” 

‘Thus prepared that illnefs found him, whitch ‘in tis 
“death. On the firft fyin ptoms of it, he compoftd a’ very 
Aerious difcourfe (on words in Maiah, xliv. go. “He 
feedeth on afhes; a decéived heart hath tutiied him afrde, 'tHtat 

he cannot deliver his foul, ‘nor fay, Is there not a lie in My 
| right- hand?”) Concerning the deceits ‘which finhers practice 
on themfclves, and thofe lies which they carry in their right~ 
hands, to {upport a fuolifh and dangerous ‘hope. ‘This’ Was 
the laft fermon ‘he ever préached ; “aind had he finifhed the 
‘whole of his plan, the reader Would not have failed %of ‘the 
-pleafure of perufing it. In the trean time heartily pray,’’an. 
impreffion of its important defign may remain on the*heartS of 


all that heard it, and oh all for St benefit it Was 
“deligned. 
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praife and fervice.”” 


| 
| 


When he feil ill, it evidently appeared, how much he was 


_valued by perfons of all denominations, in that continued 


folicituds which all that knew him exprefied for his recovery ; 
as well as afterwards, in the univerfal lamentation occafioned | 
by his death. He himfelf, though the fymptoms foon ap- 
red dangerous, maintained the fame compofure of mind, 
that he had exprefled in the more diftant profpect, through ali 
the ftages of his diftemper; in which the exercile of his — 
reafon was continued, though he did not die till the 22d day 
after he was feized. He gave very particular directions for 
the difpofal of his affairs a tortnight before his death; and was 
frequently, throughout the whole time of his illnefs, employed 
in earneft prayer as he lay in his bed, even beyond the 
ftrengthof his nature: and as he was accuftomed to ufe his 


voice, he was heard (by one of the family from whom I had 


this account) to exprefs himfelf thus: “ Oh, Lord, preferve 
me in the ufe of my rational powers and faculties, that | may 
not only perform thofe things which are neceflary to the 
health of my. body, but may alfo be capable of converfing 
with thee, and of ftretching my thoughts towards the heavenly 
world ;’’ and then, after a folemi paufe, added, “ where 
perhaps I may quickly be! I had rather, if it might be for 
thy glory, continue longer in this world for the good of thy 
church ; but if thou hait determined, this ficknefs fhal] end 

in death, thy will be done!” or words to that effect. — pte 
_ Some phyfician, it feems, had unhappily to!d him, while he 
was yery young, that if ever he had the fimall-pox, he would 
die. On the other hand, his friends did all they could to 


keep up his fpirits, by exprefling their hope of his recovery :. 


he acknowledged their affection in it, and interpreted it as an 
snaftance of their ref{pect ; but intimated his own apprehen- 
fions as to the illue, that it would be as it proved. He, on 
his part, exprefled his tender regard for them, by pouring out 


_earneft prayers to God, on their account, as well as on his . 
Own; intermingling his prayers with his praifes. And when 


he was defired not to fpend himfelf fo much, he anfwered, 
“ As long as I have a tongue, I will ufe it for my Redeemer’s 


Thefe are the moft remarkable circumftances of his illnefs, 
which have been tranfmitted to me from a pious friend, in 
whofe houfe he lived. Hecalmly refigned up his foul to God, 
on Wednefday, June 4, 1740, having lately entered on the25th _ 


year of his age. Not only the mourning habits, but the tears — 


of yait numbers in that numerous congregation, in which his 
lot was caft, teftified their forrow for his death; and we in 
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thefe parts, as well as his friends in Suffolk, had a fhare, a 
large fhare in it... 1am fure, no wife and pious reader will 
need to be told at large, that not only Taunton, but the wide 
neighbourhood around, had a lofs in the removal «.'a perioa 
~ of fucha character and abilities, and that it was 4 itroke lung 
and deeply to be lamented. 
I cannot conclude without acknowledging: the Divine 
goodnels to my friends amongtt whom he laboured, not only 
in {till {paring their valuable ‘pattor, but likewife in fending 
them from the fame place another worthy and excelent 
affiftant, the Rev. Mr. Benjamin Fawcett, if Lam capable ot 
judging, not on the whole inferior to Mr. Stee. 2 thouid 
fhave eiteemed his near neighbourho.d an important ‘blefing 
to thefe parts, and to me: but a fenfe of the importasice of 


the intereft at Taunton, and a compaffion to my affticted 


friends under ‘that grievous lofs they had fuftained, inclined 


me to concur with all their meafures for fixing him among 


them. May God multiply the years of his ufefulnefs there, 
and make him aninftrument of everlafting good to multitudes 
that are yet unborn! 


BISHOP BURNET’S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF 


THE ENCLISH MARTYRS. 


=. 


THE LIVES OF FOUR MARTYRS BURNT AT CANTERBURY. 


‘Tue names of them are as followeth : George Catmer, of 
Hyth ; Robert Streater, of Hyth; Anthony Burwood, of 
Caiet ; George Brodbridge, of Bromfield. | 


Thete four perfons were, on the third of Auguft, rg55, 
brought before Dr. Thornton, biihop of Dover, and others, 
and there jointly and feverally examined: on divers articles 
touching the facrament of the altar, auricular confefion, arid 
other things. yf | 


| 
| 
| 


_ To which George Catmer, being fist examined, made 
anfwer on this wile: Chrift (fays he) tits in Heaven at the 


right -hand of God the Father, and therefore I do not believe 


him to be in the facrametit of the altar, but he is in the 


worthy receiver fpiritually + sud tie tcrement, as ye ule it, is 
an abominable idgl. 
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. “Then Robert Streater was examined, who being atked, 
Whether he did believe the real preftuce of Chrift in the 
-facrament..of the altar? Said, hat he. did not fo believe; 
for- ye do, maintain herefy and idolatry, in that ye teach to 
—-worthip a falfe god.in the fucrament, inclofed in a box. It’s 


5 


you that are that malignant church, for ia your church there 


age twenty things ufed againft the law of God. 


The. like article was objected againft Anthony Burward, 

whofaidthat their facrament wasanidol 
_ Then George Brodbridge was examined what he had 
to fay to.the faid articles? He anfweyed, That be would not 
be confeiledto a prieft, becaufe he could not forgive his-own 
fang: and he further faid, that.in the facrament of the algar, 
there is not the real body of our Saviour Chrift, but bread 
given in.remembrance of him. Moreover (faid he) for 


your holy bread and holy watery and the mafs, E do utterly | 
And fo: they were all four condemned as hereticks; and 
‘being brought to the place of execution, they were chained to 
two ftakes, and were burned together in one fire in Canter- 
bury, September the 6th, 1555. 
Jt is likewife recorded, thac Thomas Hayward and John 
Gordway were burned in the city of Litchfield upon the 
fame account, in the middle, of September, 1555, but 
their particular examinations and confefions came not to 


hand. 
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ESSAY ON CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


To the Editor of the General Baptif?’ Magazine. 

At page 119, vol. iii. of your Magazine, it’ is defired by your 
good correfpondent A.D, that J would fav a little on per- 
fection, efpecialiy as it is mentioned in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and applied to believers in Jefus. Your querift lays, 
down this diftinct and plain mode of handling the fubject, 
viz. What is meant by perfection? When are believers 
perfect ?—And, if perfect, in ‘this life, do they, in that — 
itate, always feel their minds alive to God, and their evi- 
dence 
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dente for eternal glory bright This plan P will endeavour 
to keep before me, and to follow, aftera few words of preface. 
‘If the ever bleféd'God fhall graciotfly enable me to da ity, 
fo as that you will not be afhamed of it in your ufefel Pab- 
lication, you may publifh it as foon a$ you have room. ' 
| 


| Ver y affectionately your’s, 


You, Sir, know very well, that we often think things ate 
not done and underftood fo well as might be wifhed, when we 


~are not able to do them better ourfélves, ror to teath them 


better 'to others. “How far’ this is or’ Wrong in Ws;! 
now determine: But this, very peffibly, maybe 
the cafe with the prefeht fubjeG, and the writer. I am ‘péer- 
fiiaded that the word pépftetion is often ufed, ‘by profefiors of 
in'a very’ rinihate and ambiguous mannét 
and, the fénfs it, is a wrong ove; but itis 
“not fo'certain, that itt will more plain, in thefe pages 

than jit commonly doés? If, hows vets, any of our’fellow 


Chriftians’ hall’ gain “ahy inftrudtion, may God have wnore 
Bloty by and then be rewarded and fatisfied. 
NT eréat imprrténce of out fubject muft, on all hands, be 
from the confideration of thefe remarks. 1. Wohat- 
‘ever this perfection be, believers are often exhorted and en- 
to’ to it, ‘as, 2 Cor. ‘vii. 1. Heb. vi. 4. 
withed and prayed that their fellow 
chriftidns might be perfeet,’ Col. iv. 12. 1 Pet. v. 10. 2 Cor. 
xtii. °3. For the perfecting of the faints, among other 
things, the has raifed up, qualihed, and commif- 
fioned, ‘prophets, apottiés, ané chriftian minifters, from age to 
age, to make known his will, by writing and preaching his — 
holy .word ; and it. if able to make the nan of Ged perfeci, 
Eph. iv. 1g. 2 Tim, iii.-17. 4. The farther that chriftians 
advance in perfection, they are more honourable, and more 
“ufefal, as they are qualihed for ufefulnefs, and devoted to it on 
earth ; and they will be more honourable, aiid, prodadly, more 
ufeful in the next world too. 5. “Hence, it’s plain, that. the » 
caufe of Chritt and religion fuffer great difadvantage and lofs ; 
while chriftians make fuch flow advancements towards per- 
fection. May thefe evident remarks be regarded by all into 
whofe bands they fhall;come! And, O, may every reader of 
- thein fee the neceflity of going on to perfection! Proceed we 
now to ouf queries. | La 
I. Queftion. What is meant by perfetion? To which I 
reply, that I labour undér particular diladvantage in that I 
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have not, that I kacw of, ever feen one fentenceon this fub- 
ject in my whole life, nor have J, that 1 can recollect, one 
fentence on it under my roof, except in the Bible. This being 
remarked, I hope every one will be induced to excufe my 
blunders; and every one will underftand that nothing 
great can be reafonably expected. As we are fometimes 
allowed to anfwer a queftion both negatively and pofitively, I 
will take that liberty with our prefent queition, in feveral fol- 
lowing particulars. par 
_ 1. Perfection does not any where in the Bible, when ap- 
plied to man, ever mean the keeping the moral law, abfolutely 
and completely. It does not appear from the Scriptures, that 
any mere man ever did this fince Adam fell; nor does this” 
feem to be ever expected from-man in this world; no, not 
from the Jef? man; nor did any of the cotemporaries, or 
immediate fucceflors of the Lord Jefus ever pretend to this: 
but the contrary, 1 John 1, 8, ii. 1, 2. Heb. iv. 16, Luke 
xi. 4. James iil.2. withmanymore. — 
2. It never in the Scriptures, when applied to men in this 
world, means the eradication, or rooting out, of what is com- 
monly called inbred depravity. This never will, and, fo far 
as we can fee, it is impoffible that it ever can be rooted out in 
this world. But the perfection, of which weare fpeaking, is 
that to which believers are exhorted and encouraged to attain — 
inthis world. Not to fay how frrange it would be to fpeak 
_ Of any creature having any thing to do with the rooting out of 
inbre’ corruption. Whenever that fhall be done, or how- 
ever it thall be done, it muft be the work of the Omnipotent 
Creator only. Nor are the Saints of God, ever addreffed at 
_\all, by way of exhortation or direction to do any thing, in 
whole or in part, towards the eradicating of inbred corrup- 
tion; but they are exhorted to be perfect ; confequently, thefe 


aretwo very difiingt things, | | 
3. Perfettion, when fpoken of as the.ftate of believers, or 
to which they are exho: ted to attain in this world, never means 


a ftate free from what is oppofite to that in which they are | 


faic .o be perfect. This will be the cafe in the feparate, and 
in the cmbodied {tate Oi ihe (aints, in the next world. Hence 
fays our apoftle, 1 Cor, xiii. 9—13. Our knowledge and © 
gifts, and labours are but partial; “ but when that which is 
perfect is come, then thac which is in part fhail be done 
away.” Ifabeliever arrive at an honourable pitch of holi- 
nefs, knowledge, temperance, charity, brotherly kindnefs ; 
or even faith and hope, ftill he frels, and often fhows fome- 


‘ 


SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 
thing of a very very different nature: at beft all are partial; 
and, according to Paul, this will be che cafe, till we arrive at 
Heaven. Then and there the @pirits of juft men will be 
perfect, and feel nothing contrary to that in which confifts 
their perfection. xii. 23. | 
4. Perfeétion, when applied to men, does not mean a ftate 
in which they can make no further advance, even in that in 
which they are faid to be perfect. This docs not apply to 
faints, fo far as we can judge, even in Heaven, either in their 
{eparate or embodied ftate. It is, however, certain, that it 
does not apply to them at any period, in any ftate in this 
world: becaufe it is the duty of every believer, even of Paul 
himfelf, at fixty years old, probably, to go on to perfection, 
2 Cor. vil. I. Heb. vi. 1. Let us goon, and eps | ee 
II. Pofitively. We endeavour to fay what perfection docs 
mean. It feems to haye many acceptations inthe Scripture: 
fo that the perfons, and the ftate of the perfons and things to — 
which it is applied, muft often determine the fenfe'of it, and 
it’s extent mult generally be thus determined. is 
Our etymodlogifts fay it means complete, entire, accom- 
_plifhed, excellent, fimple, plain, upright, honeft, fincere. 
A perfon, who has time and a good capacity, might illuftrare 
according to the fenfe of every word, unlefs fome of the 
words bz nearly fynonimous. Some of the following remarks 
will doa little at this, and the reader may enlarge for himfelf. 
1. Perfection is fometimes applied to the infinite, unchange- 
able Jehovah: and then it has it’s moft full, large and perfe& 
meaning. It is perfe&tion then, to: which nothing can be 
added, above which nothing can arife. For example, it is fai¢, 
— Deut. xxxil. 4. “ His work is perfect.” So Pfal. xviii. 20. 
_« The way of the Lord is perfect.” In Job xxxvi. 4. xxxvii.: 
16. itis faid, “ He is perfeét in knowledze.”” Again, Pfa. xix, ve 
“ The law of the Lord is perfect. And Rom. xii. 2. 
“ We have the perfect will of God.”, Thefe remarks apply 
to the power, providence, wifdom, .word and mind of the 
blefled God. If there were no other Scripture which ex- 
plies thefe, we fhould naturally conclude, that perfect here 
as it’s moft full fignification. But other paflages affift us. 
2 They fay his wifdom is infinite; he can do every thing ; 
nothing is too hard for him; with God all things are poffible ; 
he fills Heaven and earth ; his kingdom ruleth over all; with 
many more, which make it indifputable that God is, in all — 
his attributes, abfolutely perfe&t. He does not attain wifdom 
_by experience, obfervation and time, as his creatures da; but 
is eternally, perpetually, and without intermiffian, poflefled 
of every pofhible degree of it. All that he does is juft what it 
2K 2 fhould 
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fhould be; and his law his, word, are. fo complete, that 

him?’ ‘Happy is, that people, whole . OGris this Fe- 
| 2. Men, efpecially men, believers in Jefus Chrift, are 
{poken of as pp feveral, before God. 
vi. cut, Perfect here to mean 
foncere Such as the God gan view with ap- 
probation and pleafuie, This fection is the fincerity of 
God, as 2 Cor. i.12. OF perfect heart, Chron, xxviii. 9, 
Pia. ci. 2.6. Pérfict here evidently means fimple, undivided ; 
is oppofed to a. double hear an heart aud an heart, 
erfect in their way, Pfa. xvili. 32. Perfect here means 


upright and regular; and perfect may. mean that they are foin- 
_all their converfation’ and-behayiour; unlefs David be here 
celebrating the mercy of God to him, in making his hard, 
dark circumftancés malty and light. Again, we read, Jam. il. 
22. Of perfect faith; that is real, fhining, excellent faith! 
«or when Abraham. offered Ifaac. his fon upon, the altar, his 
faith was made manifeft, as tothe reality of it; and, as toit’s 
quality and degree, it appeared excellent and grand. Once 
more, we read of perfect love, 1 Joh. iv. 17, 18; it feems to 
mean a large degree of love, which has the dominion over 
flavith fear, and expels it, or caftsit out. Love, excellent in 
it’s quality, degree, operations and effects. Again, Job i. 8, 
ii. 3. the Almighty fays, Job is a perfect and upright, man: 
which feems to be explained by fearing God, and efchewing 
evil, A man devoted to God, and turned from his fin... Once 
again, believers are encouraged-to expect to enjpy perfect 
peace, and are aflured of it, if theiy minds be /ffayed on God, — 
{fa. xxvi. 3. Perfect here evidently means feady, foltd, 
_ proportion to the fteadinefs of their faith, Once more, Jefus 
exhorts his difciples, Mat..v. 48. to. be perfect as their Father 
in Heaven is perfect; here perfect feems. to mean univerfal 
anduniform, aS thecontext explains it, 
3. Perfection, moft properly, .means.the being arrived, or 
having advanced toa confiderable pitch, in that to,which the | 
word is applied. ‘This is the meaning of it, often in the laft 
particular. This is it’s meaning often inthe New Teftament, | 
when applied generally, and particularly to believers in 
Chrift.. So 1 Cor. ii. 6, “ Howbeit we {peak wildom among 
them thataie perfect.”’ Is it not evident, both from the texc 
and context, that the apoftle means thus,“ When.we preached 
to you at Corinth, we fpoke the fimple,, plain truths of the 
gofpel, and we fpake thefe ip the very, plaineft manner ; 
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when we are fpeaking.or writing to.thofe chriftians who gre 
arrived to a contiderable degree of knqwledge and experience 
we then {peak of. the fublime, deep, and my ftertous things of 
God, of Chriff, of religion, and of the joys of Heaven "See 
verfe 7-13. The reader will examine for himfelf, heeaute 
I have not room, Eph.iv. 13. .S°A perfect man, unto the mea- 
fure of the ftatue of the fulnefs of Chrift.” And Phil. iti, 
12—-15. and perhaps Gal. i. 5. with others. In Cal, 14.28, 
iv. 12. perfect feems to mean a large degree of divine know- 
ledge, and a life of regular holinefs, conhitent yuth. i 5. which 
is very different fram the {tate of thofe chriitiays who always 
remain in, their infancy in religion, in regard tg. both know- 
ledge and converfation. Paul, very properly, oppafes. the 
fate of ¢hofe chriftians to that of children rolled to and fro 
with every wind of doctrine, Fph. iv. 13, 14. by which he 
- fufficiently explains perfection. _If.it fhould be abjected here, 
“But Paul feems to {uppofe that fome chyiftians at Phillipps 
were more perfect than de pretended to be;.can we. then 
fuppofe that Paul had not made as large advancement a9 
knowledge, holinefs, and religion in general, as shofe chzithians 
had??? 1 anfwer, the chriftians at Fhillippi were very_emts 
nent; but we thall not be forward to grant that, they were 
more fo thay Paul was. Moft probably this is’ one imitances 
mauy more, of Paul’s very great modeity. [t’s.trye he 
Joes not pretend directly to perfection, but rather. the contrary, 
verte 12th. yet he joins himfelf in, the plural relagive, 
~agth. I think the definition, of perfection, given above, will 
hold good, if applied to Heb. vi. I. “ Goon perfection,’ 
and to 2 Cor, vii. 1. Perfecting holinefsin the fear,of God.” 
We mention but one text more on this head, that is Jamil. 2 
“ lt any offend not in word, the fame.is.a perfect man,.and 
able alfo to bridle the whole body.” This text defcribe 
a regular government of the temper and,the tongue.. lt mete 
be well if it. were more regarded by the pafhonate, talkatives, 
_ proud, boafters, tatlers, bufy-bodies, back biters, tale-bearers, 


_whifperers, flanderers, and fuch like; many of whom arethe 


bane and {candal of religion, and the def of whom are-but in a 
imperfect, low, mean ftate,.as profeflors of chriftianity. 
‘This perfect man iis one who has‘gotten the domigion in. ay 

honourable degree over his temper, paffions and tongue; and 
this 1s another ealy definition of perfection. aa dad wa 
Second queftion. When are believers perfect? Af pesfec- 

tion mean as {tated and defined above, fomething maybe faid 
to this queftion : -but if it be fomewhat elfe, [do not know 
what it is, and therefore it's impoflible for me-to-anfwer it 
| | | Accord- 
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Actording to the above explanation, taking it for granted to 


_ Fhis perfection, and attaining to it cannot be fixed at any 
period of the life or age of the believer. This, | hope, will 
mot be expected; nor will any I hope pretend to it. We 
cannot fay that every believer is perfect, at fifty years old, of 
at the thirtieth year of his pfofeffion of faith. The plain 
_ trath feems to be this: fome chriftians arrive ata ftate of 
‘perfection foon ; fome very late: but there are many who 
mever atfive at it in this world. Recolleét what perfection 
is, and what it means. Compare this ftate of perfettion with 
the weak knowledge, uncertain experience, the cold love, — 
dull hope, the little faith,and the lame pra€tice of ‘very 
i many; obferve, alfo, that this is the ftate and character of 
many to the end of their lives- this will demonftrate 
that there are very many, who never arrive at perfection in 
this world, ‘There are many, and, we hope, many real be- 
lievers, who make very little improvement: there are many 
who die very young; there are many who die very foon, 
after they commence believers in Jefus, and, fo far as we 
know, they have made fcarcely any advancement in any thing, 
_ which even leads towards a ftate of perfection. “They have 
believed in Jefus Chrift, but this is almoft all that can be 
: — faid of them. Some die, in a few weeks, fome in a few days, a 
ae fome in afew hours after they are enabled to truft in Chrift. | 
"Phat this is a true ftatement of plain facts, will not, I 
| fuppofe, be doubted. Thofe minifters of the gofpel, who 
| ave paffers of churches who have the care of fouls intrufted 
their hands, and who take much pains in examining the 
{moral and fpiritual {tates of thetr friends, know that there are 
sr even of them who are baptized, joined in church-fel- 
Jowfhip, and enjoy all external, gofpel-privileges, who 
_ very dittle improvement, even at the end of many years: 
thereis but little more knowledge, faith, love, hope, patience, 
firength, and zeal for God. Thefe fame minifters know 
that this may be applied to many, even to the end of isfe! 
“ For, when for the time they ought to be teachers, they have 
need that one teach them again, which be the firft principles 
of the oracles of God. and are become fuch as have need of 
milk and not of itrong meat.” "Heb. v. 12, Will any one 
§ fay that, fuch as thefe, are not belicvers? Are not truly con-, 
verted’ We hope fome of them are: we believe many of 
them are. Will any one fay, “ But we know not what God | 
may do in them and for them at the hour of death, or at the 
moment of death True: we do not know ;' confequently 
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we cannot {peak of that. Befides, our bufinefs,. now, is not 
with what Ged may do, but about theirgoing on, and attaining 
te, perfection, Heb. vi..1.—-Phil.. itt, 12. But 
another is ready to fay, “ Surely everyone muft be made 
perfect in this world, elfe how cao he go ‘to heaven when he 
dies?” Why not? Does he become, an heir of heaven by 
arriving at perfection? Are not all. believers made; and.do 
they not all become the children of God. by faith in Chaift 
Jefus? Jobn i. 12.—Gal. iii. 26, , Are perfection and faith in 
Chrift the felf fame, thing? Surely not. Ate notiall the 
children of God heirs. of 5 joint heirs wich Chrift ? 
Rom. viii. 16,.17.. Is arsiving at. perfection the condition Of 
their abiding in the Divine favour, or of their arrivang at 
heaven Nothin of the kind. Believe on the: Lord jefus 


Chritt and thou alt be faved.” | This fettles the and 


all the world cannot move or alter it atall. Do we, fathers, — 
take this ftrange method with our. children? If we have feve- 
ral children who do not thrive and grow, as. plump and as 
{trong, as active and ufeful in the family and in: the: world as 
the reft of our .children do, do we exclude thefe from the 
privileges of the family, and when we die, difown them, and 
abandon then for ever? We know we do. not. No more 
does the blefied God act thus with his weak, imperfe& children. 
If any man preach or teach chat he does, let that man prove it 
from plain {cripture. I fay plain {cripture, becaufe..we can 
never unagine that a God of iove, would leave fuch @ point 
as this in a doubtful ttate. 
It is plain, from the New Teftament, that it is the duty, 
happinefs, honour, and advantage, of every believer to:go on 
to perfection: that they now are, and will.for ever be lofers, 
if they don’t make improvement of their opvortunities and 
abilities to glorify God: and this is important enough. to 
induce them to ftrive at it; but, if {Cripture arguments are 
not fufficient, let the fcripture,.or it’s Author, be atcount- 
able, and “jet not us add to his words,.left{he reprove us, 
and.we be found diars.”” Prov. xxx. 6.—Rev. xxii, 18, 19, 
_We fhall conclude the remarks on this queftion; and anfwer 
it, directly, thus, . When the believer is regularly living by | 
faith, eutirely trufting in. Jefus as his complete Saviour, and 
his mind ftayed on him: when he has a Jatge knowled 
of the glorious, fundamental truths of the gofpely and this 
knowledge in an honourable degree free from error: when he 
has a clear, and confiderably full. knowledge of the way of 
falvation by Chrift, as it is revealed in the gofpel: when he 
makes the word of God his fole and only rule in all things 
which 
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the willtof God in all diftréfing circumftances, cafting all! 
hisicdré on ‘God, arid fubmitting all his affairs to the Divine: 
Wanagement, without muftmuring: when he fs patient in 
and meek, and long-fuffering in provoking cafes, 
ready and.forward to forgive injuries, when the offender wifhes. 
for and net rendering evil for evil to his’ worft ene- 
théy aré “his enemies ; but always indulg- 
ingadifpdfition fo pray for them that hate hia: when he ‘s 
eghlar, uniform, impartial and univerfal in ‘alt moral duties, 
to God and man, in all the duties of religion according to 
the appointment of Jefus ‘Chrift, in all the duties of civil 
Bife, his fuperiors, ‘equals and inferiors, in all his cons 
neétions and relations, in all perfonal fobriety, righteoufnefs 
_andgodlinefs when doing juftly, loving mercy, and walking 
humbly with °God, aré-his regular and delightful employ- 
‘mentsy whether he*bé fich ‘or poor, mafter or fervant, or, 
whatever be his bulinefsand circumftances in life: when he. 
is regularly employed in ftudying to be quiet, in ftriving to 
Ne omer with al] men, as much as lieth in him, 2nd to | 
givemone offence to the Jew, nor to the Gentile, nor to the | 
ehurch of God: ‘whenvhe is regularly devotcd to God, by 
iprayer'from day today, and ‘aims and ftrives, that, whether he 
eat or drink, or ‘whatever hé'do, he may glorify God in all. 
When this is the ftate and charaéter of a believer, 1 am dif- 
pofed to think he is @rrived at a confiderable degree of 
feripture-perfection ; yet, a8 the holy writers have not anfwered 
this queftion, it certainly ‘behoves us to fpeak modeftly when 
Wwe attempt ‘to anfwerit. Wemuft nowhafteto 
» /Third queftion. “And, if perfect in this life, do they in 
that ftate, always ‘feel their: minds alive to God, and their 
evidence bright foretérnal glory?” On which a few words 
only,for want 6f more room. 
I underitand there is fomething talked of among fome 
_ profefiors of chriftianity, which they call perfeétion ; that, it 
as pretended, fome do arrive at it; that then, their mids 
what this queftien means, in the affirmative; but 


which that word teaches; dij faith, experience, 3nd pradcticé, 
and yields to no fuggeltion to the contraiy, froin whatfoever 
quarter it ttiay come: whthhe enjoys, and proves that he en- 
reve nine dove ‘Gad; a fuperlative degree, and to 
wae the cuufe; Ways, and people of God ; when, by grace reigning 
in him,she regularly, over his carnal, earthly, 
ahdfenfeal defires; vain thoughts, and earthly-mindednefs, and. 
| hasthis converfition in heaven; and iis affections regularly 
fet Om things above When He-is enabled to be Content with 
| 
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do not know what they mean by perfection, I fhall not ani- 
madvert on either it or them. The Lord blefs them, is all 
| have now to fay of them. I will endeavour to make a re- 
mark or two on the queftion, which may, [ hope, under the 
Divine bleffinz, be of fome ufe to fome of the readers of it. 
z. The perfeGtion, above explained and defined may, by | 
the grace of God, be attained in this life: if the believer be 
{pared for a confiderable time in the world, after he com- 
mences a believer ; if his capacity and intellectual powers are 
good; if his underftanding be clear, and his judgment found 
and folid, and if he have a tender confcience 5 if he have a.con- 
fiderable degree of opportunity of being acquainted with the 
-f{cripture, and of enjoying much of the company, converfation, 
advice and direction, of wife, holy, and pious chrittians ; if 
he habituate himfelf to regular examination, watchfulnefs and 
prayer, then he may arrive at this perfection, in a confider- 
able degree. And it may be attained, and I believe, often has 
been, by fome who have died young. gn 
2. If this perfection be attained in a confiderable degree, it 
is natural to fay that it will have much influence on the ex- 
perience and ftate of the mind of the believer, the honourable 
fubject of it. As he has by grace gained the afcendancy fo 
much over the carna! mind, he will be honourably preferved 
from the fhameful and painful confequenees of fin, darknefs, 
guilt and condemnation, which thofe chrittians often expe- 
rience, to their forrow and fhame, who are often overtaken 
by fin. As he walks regularly with God, and has eternity — 
and eternal things before him, he will enjoy much happinefs — 
from the teftimony of his confcience, and much peace of 
God. Ashe lives fo regulerly by faith, he will naturally be 
ftrong, and will be kept from wearinefs and faintnefs of mind. 
As he refards the blefled God in fo confcientious and religious 
a manner, the blefled God will dwell with him, and take up 
his abode withhim. As he does not grieve the {pirit of God, 
he will abide with him. And, as his evidence of his intereft 
in Chrift, cannot but be more clear, fo will his profpect of 
heaven, generally, rationally, be more bright too. The holy 
writers, efpecialiy Peter and John, leave it undifputable. But 
the reader will enlarge on this particular in his own com- 
fortable meditation on the important fubjeét. 7 
3- But there does not appear any great propriety in faying 
that this perfect man’s evidence is always bright, much l/s 
proper would it be, to fay his evidence is always equaily 
bright. ‘Che fame may be faid of his living always nea: to | 
2kL 
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and perpetuity. In 4eaven, the poet fays, there i 
“ No midnight fhade, nor clouded fun 


But facred, high, eternal noon.” 


God, &c. This wotld is not the place for unchangeablene/s, 


jt! The child of God, at the beft ftate in which he can be 
inthis world, is ftill f{urrounded with dangers, enemies and 
diftrefs. He carries about with him his wortt enemy, the body 
of death. Hes ftill amidft the whole world that lieth in 


But furely, no inhabitant of this world, will fay the fame of 


wickednefs. He is ftill within the circuit of your adverfary, — 
the Devil, who goeth about as a roaring lion, feeking whom 


he may devour : and this fallen {pirit is itill poffieit of much 
malice and power; he has much influence, and many agents 
in this world. ‘The chriftian is {till compofed of body and 


foul: his body is expofed to dangers, pain and ficknefs; it is 
of the earth earthly, and is expofed to death. Is it poiiible, 


in thefe circumftances, for the chriftian to be always the fame 
in his mind? Has not this body, and have not thefe cir- 
cumftances much influence over his intelleétual powers, over 
his foul? Will not this influence, fometimes, darken and 
deaden his mind? Yet, it feems evident, from many paflages 
of the New Teitament, that there may bea fettled, regular 
knowledge of our intereft in Chrift, and this was the cafe with 
many of the primitive chriftians, and this may, and will be 
the cafe with chriftians now, if they give all diligence to add 
to their faith, virtue;+-and to virtue, knowledge;—and to 
knowledge, temperance ;—and to temperance, patience ;—and 
to patience, godlinefs;—and to godlinefs, brotherly kind- 
nefs ;—and to brotherly kindnefs, charity : if they give dili- 
gence to make their calling and election fure. Then, if they 
do thefe things, their knowledge of Chrift fhall be large and 


fruitful; and, when they die, they {hall be admitted, or 


rather, they /hall ride in triumph, as a hip, from a long and 


dangerous voyacc, with full flowing tide, the fails expanded, 


_and the wind in it’s wings, rides in all it’s majefty into the 
haven! May this be the triumphant laft end of yourfelf, 
dear Editer, and of your good correfpondent A. D. and 
while we are on the wyage, do not forget, in your beft 
prayers, | | 

May 29, 1800. Amen, 
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a the Editer of the General Baptift Magazine. ee 


| 
I CONCEIVE the utility of Sunday Schools is too well 
known to need any encomiums from me. | 
Yet in the opinion of fome there is yet one thing (could 
that be obtained) which would greatly add to that mode of 
inftruction ; and that is a number of very fhort Le€tures or 
Addrefles, one of which might be read to the fcholars every 
Lord’s day by one of the Vifitors, which might come with 
greater weight than from the mafter, and would have innu- 
merable moral advantages, and might make impreffions on 


the youthful mind which neither time nor age could effuce. 


I know, Sir, Lam not fit to write to the /earned or the 
aged, yet | may fay afew words to CHILDREN, which, could 
they be conveyed to them through the refpectable channel of 
your Magazine, I hope, with the Divine bleffing, might be 
of fome ufe. Or fhould this feeble attempt draw forth the 
bleffing of fome abler pen, it will give yet greater pleafure 

to your moft obedient, | a 
Well-wifber to the rifing Generation. 


DEAR children and youth, it is your prefent, your future, 
your eternal good that we have in view in this inititution; 
and as fuch, we hope, you will not fail on your part to pay - 


that attention to our inftructions, which is your duty, and 


without which all our labour and expence will be of no 
But merely to teach you to read (though a great benefit) is 
not the ultimate end we have in view; but, what is infinitely 
more important, to make thofe early impreffions of religion 
on your tender minds, which may be the happy prelude to 
future refpectability and eternal glory. pe | 
Therefore let the confideration of the one great and eternal 
God be early jmpreffed on your hearts, even that Almighty 
God who made and preferves you, and eyery living creature 
-around you; that God that made the heavens and the earth, 
_whe alfo turns the feafons round, and brings forth the yarious 
bleflings thereof for the accommodation of man and beaft. 
That God who fees your every aétion ! and hears your ever 
word! who knows our very hearts! and will bring our mot 
fecret thoughts into judgment, at that great and trying day of 
judgment! --Oh, ye children, fear this God. 
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Thi: kof your obligation to this good God, in that. every 


grain of food, every thread of raiment, every drop of water, 


and ev 'y bree of air is from him, Wili you not then, 
oh ye dear chilcen, learn to love and. ferve ed a God 
as | 


ADDRESS Il. 


now, ye children, ye living creatures of that great and 


ood Gop, mentioned to you in a former Addrefs, as the ob. 


ject of your moft affectionate and obedient regard. 

We further prefs upon you the neceflity, of attending to 
thofe inftructions which this Gop has given us in that 
blefled book the Bible: and as you are here taught to read, 
your chief advantage will be, in being able to read that 
word. To read may be ufeful in trade—may extend your 
knowledge of men and things—gratifying your minds with 

an enlarged view of the majeity of G_p, fe feenin the works 
. creation ; and this in a way ‘which they who cannot read, 
ean neverenjoy. 

But the Sid/e rifes above every other boak, and Religion fhines 
beyond every other theme.— The Bible, as the only book 
given by infpiration of Gop, mult be the beft book in the 
world:—The Bible, as being the oldeit, and moftt extenfively 
replete with matter, muit furn th the attentive reader with the 
nobleft variety of knowledge. — — The Bible contains the will of 


God to man;—the Bible is the light to our feet here, and our 
guide to glory hereafter. Let this blefled book be the 


delight of your noni: and the rule of your lives, and alj 
fhall be well. | 


| 
| | 
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~ DEAR youths, you know we have i in our former Addreffes, 
reminded you of the being of God, and the utility of his 


divinely ini)ired word:—In this we fhall very briefly touch 


on that Perfon, who bears the moft ftriking figure in that 
blefl: | boo), next to God the Father; that is, the Lord 
Jefus Chrift. This Jefus, God promifed (as the feed of the 
wonian) to our falle: parents, before he drove them out of 
their earthly paradife for their fin committed againft him. 
Read 39 -wful account in the 3d chapter of the Book of 
Genefs 

Mofes a'fo pro hefitd ‘of him, as a great Prophet and 
Te.cher, whom God would — up, Deut. XVili, 15. and 
declares, 
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declares, that God will call them to account who nbpted to 
Spear him. See alfo Acts li. 22, 23. therefore don’t you 
dare, youths, on anv account to be inattentive to” hat this 
Chrift teaches. | 

ifaiah alfo prophefied of him as the Virgin’s Son, chap. 
vii. 14. which compare with Matt. i. 21, 22, 23.) And as 
bearing the iniquities of mankind, which were laid on him, 
chap. v 3—6. compared with 1 Peter ti. 24, 25. lil. 18. 
Oh, regard fuch a: Saviour, and often read the account of bis 
birth, lite, miracles, doctrines, death, refurrection, and 
afceniion, as contained in the Lvangelifis, and the 1it chap. 
of the Acts ef the Apoities, 

Laitly, God has appointed Jefus Chrift to be the judge of — 
all mankind; all mu:t appear be:ore him, aud hear from his” 
authoritative mouth, either a “ Come ye bletied,” or a 
Depart ye curled.’?? dear youths, believe in, love, and 
obey - glorious Jefus Carift, the Saviour and Judge. 


| 
| 


ADDRESS IV, 


| | 
IT was hinted in our third Addrefs, that Adam and Eve, 
the parents of al! mankind, finned againft their God even in 
Paradife. This is a moft dreadful fact, under the effects of 
~which all ages and nations have groaned ever fince; for by 
this one man’s difobedience, fin, (with afflictions, wars, and 
death) entered into our world, and death pafles on all man- 
kind, in that all have finned. See Rom. vth chapter, with 
-many other parallel paflages. 
Now, ye young perfons, you fhould underftand that you 
are affected by this: not guilty of Adam’s fin, but as a clean 
thing cannot come out of an unclean, and as you are defcended 
from corrupt and depraved parents ; you muft of neceffity be 
depraved too; have the feeds of fin fown in your very nature, 
and a propenfity to indulge yourfelves in vice; which vice 
will diigrace your liyes in this world, and ruin your fouls in 
that which isto come. 4 
But this Schoo] is defigned to teach you better; to imprefs 
your minds with better things; to preferve you from thofe 
evils, which would neceflarily harden you in fin; and tring 
you into the paths of religion, which will infallibly conduct 
you ate to eternal glory. 


ADDRESS 
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THIS Inftitution, dear youths, was mentioned in our pre- 
ceding Addrefs, as having atendency to promote your pre- 
fentand everlafting happinefs. What a bleffing is this, oh 
youths ! and the more fo, while your attention to our inftruc_ 
tions may have fohappy an influence on the rifing generation 
around you, yea, and may extend to generations yet unborn, | 
But there is another confideration, not only ufeful, but 
abfolutely neceflary ; as it is the will and appointment of 
God, which the whole {cope of the Scriptures fufiictently de- 
monftrates ; and that is, the worfhip of God. | | 
See then that you don’t neglect the “aflembling yourfelves 
together’ to worfhip God in public; and that you attend, 
when you are there, to the doctrines delivered as to you, and 
that you lay them to heart; and that you retain the im- 
_preffions made by Divine truth, and live under the influ- 
ence of them, that the whole of your lives may fhew that 
-& worfhip God in fpirit and in truth.” Then will. 
you be taught and made happy by the God 7% Father of © 
all who believe, and obey the gofpel of Chrift, to whom be © 
eternal praifes. Amen. | 


| 
| 


lew 
_AS our laft Addrefs contained a few confiderations tending 


to enforce the publick worfhip of Almighty God, we will here _ 
give you a little advice relative thereto, 1ft. Always take — 
care to be at the place of worfhip in due time, and behave with | 
decency till the worfhip begins. 2d. Attend to the reading 
of the Scriptures, and join in the finging with your voiccs if 
oucan; but if you ee join with your voices, at leaft 
yoin in it with your heart. 3d. In prayer ftand or kneel, as is 
the cuftom in that sls Tog worthip, with your eyes 
clofed, fixed on the minifter, or lifted towards heaven, | 
as  fhall beft prevent the wandering of the mind and 
fecure your attention. 4th, Be fure to retain the text in — 
our mind, if poffible, (in order to which itis well to havea 
| Bible with you) and as many of the leading ideas of the dif- 
courfe as you can: to do which, it wil! be neceflary to keep | 
your eyes from ilumber, your eyes and hearts from roving, 
and to keep your minds Compofedly devoted to the great work 
in which you are engaged, even the worfhip of the heart- 
{earching §th. Join in the concluding part of 
the fervice, aS in the beginning; then fteadily and orderly 
withdraw, taking care to {pend the remaining part of the day 
as become thofe who have the fear of God before thcir eyes. . 
| | | 7 ae £8 
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To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 


Dear SIR, 


I here fend you my sth Scrap, which contains fome remarks 
on Acts xvii. 19, 20, 21. “ And they took him and 
brought him unto Areopagus, faying, may we know what 
this new doctrine whereof thou {peakeit, is p— For thou 

bringeft certain ftrange things to our ears: we would 
know therefore what thefe things mean.—For all the 
Athenians and ftrangers which were there {pent their time 
in nothing elfe but either to tell or to hear fome new 
thing.” 

| 


| — 
| 


I TRUST the reader has noted with grief and pity, from 


the former Scraps, the ignorance and ftupidity of the Athe- 


nians, refpecting real religion; here we fee that after they 
have infulted Paul, as a mean and contemptible’ creature, 
they condu& him to Arcopagus; whether as a criminal, or 
to gratify their Curiofity, or for the fake of a more fair and 
convenient hearing, different perions have formed different 
opinions. I rather incline to the latier, from the confidera- 
tion of the place to which they took him; the erfons to 
whom they took him; and the end for which they took 
him. | | | 


which was a part of the city, on Mars-Hill, a part of, or 


near toit. This fpot was dedicated to Mars, the God of - 


Battle, (whom they cailed Areos) as the city was to Minerva, 
his fuppofed filter, according tothe Heathen mythology. | 

2d. The perfons ‘before whom Paul was taken, the Areo- 
pagites; that is, the grand Athenian Court, famous for the 
wifdom and juftice of its decifions, this Court confifted of, 
ut different times, and on different -oceafions, from nine to 
hve hundred perfons, who were called Areopagites, as aflem- 
bling on the hill or fpot dedicated to Areos, or Mars; and the 


Court collectively was ca'led Areopagus: and with this 


Court feem to reft the decifions of civil, criminal, and re- 
ligious cafes.—Therefore before this Court they brought 
‘Paul, no doubt that thefe ftrange doétrines might be looked 
into by the beft abilities of which even Athens was pofleficd, 


and it was well for Dionyfus (fee ver. 34) that ever Paul took 
thofe doctrines there, 


iit. The place to which they took him, the Areopagus, 


3d. The 
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3d. The end for which they brought him to this learned _ 
body, viz. to know what that new doétrine was, and not, as | 
fome fuppofe, to be tried asa criminal: here hada noble | 
opportunity of fpeaking for his God, and chriftianity had a_ 
fair chance to enjoy that fcrutiny which it always folicits, — 
from which it never fhrinks, and by which it mult always 
pife in the eftimation of thofe who will fo examine it 
‘They fay, * Thou bringeft certain ftrange things to our 
ears; we would know therefore what thefe things mean.”’— 
Strange, indeed, to Athenians to hear of, but one living and 
true Gsod ;—that this God made all the nations of mankind ;—~ 
and that he alone is the object of worfhip. That he had fent 
his Son, Jefus Chrift, who had died and rifenagain ; and that 
all mankind fhall arife from the dead, and be judged by that 
Jefus, whom God has ordained to be the judge of quick 


and dead. Here they have ignorant honeity enough to aver, 
that thefe are {trange things in their ears. 


_ This feemed to have made a great ftir, “ for all the Athe. 
nians, and f{trangers which were there, fpent their time in- 
nothing elfe, but either to tell or hear fome new thing.’— We 
fee then, that the Athenians at large were affefted by the 
preaching of Paul, yea, and even the ftrangers too, and that 
to a great degree; for fo taken up were they by it, that they 
feemed to mind nothing elfe but to tell or hear tomethinz new 
refpecting thefe matters. 
— Oh, that every one of your readers may be ftruck not only | 
with the wonders of religion, fo as to talk about them; but 
may alfo be perfuaded, by the divine and eternal exccllencies | 
of it, to believe, enjoy, and walk in the truth till death, and _ 
at laft hear a “ CVomein ye blefled of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
_ Tf you can make any thing of the above, the infertion of 
it in your ufcful Magazine, will oblige oi 


Your’s, affectionately, 


SMATTERER. 


COR. 


j 
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A LETTER FROM A WIDOW ON THE DEATH OF HER pate 


~ a? 
} 


SIR, 


if AM very forty it has not.been in my power to pere 
form my promife fooner ;, but being called from home the 
day after i faw you, and having a fudden death in the family, 
this Caufed me tv be engaged much longer than I expected: _ 
therefore beg you will excufe the delay. My dear hutband, 
| while in health, defpifed the gofpel and the followers of it, ° 
and for fome time after he was taken ill. Butthe Lord was 
pleafed to awaken him to d fenfe of his danger: and aftet 
Mr. B. had vifited him feveral times, he on¢ evenifig was in 
{uch a {tate of defpair that quite alarmed me, as I thought he 
was dying, and that he faw he fhould be loit for ever. He 
continued in this ftate about eight hours; then for the firft 
time he bowed his knees beforé the Lord; faying, * It can 
| not be worfe, I will try to pfay; but I have been fuch a 
| great finner.”” I then left him alone a few moments, and 
oing to him agains he faid he was much better, for the 
Laci had faid, “ If ye will feek, ye fhall thortly find.” He 
then was led to fearch the feripturés; atid began to lament 
he had fo long neglected it. But, he faid, I always thought 
‘it time enough when I come to die; but [ find fo much pain 
and weaknefs, I can fearce fit one hour to tead; O that I 
fhould fo long neglect fo important a work!” A friend 
calling to fee him one day, he faid, “ how vainly have I {pent 
my time, and neglected the one thing needful ; but how the 
Lord has loved me from a child, to fate me till now, when 
he might juitly have fent me to hell long ago. O dou’t 
leave repentance for a death-bed. You will find it enough _ 
to do todie.”” He faid, “ Satan often tells me I fhiall perith 
I have been fo vile, but I tell him if I doit fhail be at 
the feet of Chriit; andl never heard of one perifhing there 
yet, fur he come into the world to fave the chief of finners ; 
he came to fave me, blefled be his name.’ Abouta weck 
before he died he faid to me, “* My dear, the time | fhal! be 
with you here is very fhert, and my mind is fo harafled at 
times, that l am afvaid all-is not well with me.” At the | 
clote of the week he faid,“OQhow good the Lordistéme! (ff 
Vor. I now 


| 
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I now feel a defire to be gone, but I muft and I will wa't 
patiently his time, for it, is the beft time. My fufferings — 
here are nothing, compared with the views I have of eternity, © 
- lam now very weak, but Chrift is ftrong; and he will | 
fupport me to the end.” The Sunday morning he was — 
ftruck with death. My aunt came to fee him, and faying — 
how much he {weat, he faid, “ What is my fweat compared © 
with my Saviour’s? He fweat great drops of blood, fo 
that his cloathes were all over ftained.” A friend faying to 
him, it is hard work to die, he replied, “ Yes, but it can 
be made cafy, and istome. Death has loft his fting, and 
all his terror; for Chrift is gone to prepare a manofion for | 
me; for he never begins his work without finifhing x, and 
it is finifhed: give all the glory to him.” He faid, “I 
fhall foon be gone where I fhall have bread without money 
and withou: price; for he fays, He that cometh to ne’ 
will in no wife caft out.” In the night he faid, “ this is hard 
work, but itis all glory.” He faid to me, “ be ye alfo ready.”? 
— Looking on his mother he faid, “there is a great God, but — 
mother won’t believe the truth ;” after taking a little 
reit he cried out, “ O how I long to be gone! ’tis death will © 
—- be the welcome gueft: not one with or one defire have I to 
ftay here. I have had quite enough of this world, I now long’ 
‘to be gone: but God’s will be done. My dear, beware of 
the temptations of this world; and you, my heprigy: we | 
all of you. A few hours, and I fhall be gone to plory, 
where forrow and fighs can never come. I foon fhall'jon 
the heavenly hoft in praifing fuch a complete Saviour, 
dear, 1 wifh we were going together; but God’s will be 
done. We now mutft part fora fhort time, then, I truft, © 
fhall-meet to part no more. death, come and ‘relieve 
-. me from this world. But how impatient I] am! I will wait. 
the appointed time; it will not be long ere I fhall be in 
Sy SE The laft words I heard him fpeak were, “ all glory 
_ Sir,—L have fent you all the particulars I can recollect, © 
the thirty-fix hours he lay dying. I now conclude, with my 
beft refpe&ts to all the friends‘ of the fociety. _Pleafe to 


accept the fame for yourfelf, wife, and family. Will call 
on you the frit Opportunity. 
your humble fervant, 


ELIZ. BARRINGTON.. 


| | | 
| | | | 
| | 


May 25th, 1800. 
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Fo the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 


If the following E piftle, addrefied to one of your corre{pon- 
dents, v 1. ii. page 306, deferve a place in your ufeful and 
entertaining Mifcellany, it is at-your fervice. 


I amy Sir, | | 
Your’s unfeignedly, &c. 


AN EPISTLE TO G, B. ON THE « EVILS 


| My dearG: Bs |} 
WHEN | your lines review, 
M »ainks my ills have ne’er aflaulted you; 
O- if fuch woes you e’er was Call’d to prove, 
— Superior faith, triumphant foar’d above. 
__ The canvas which compofe my {preading fails, 
| eem quite uncqual to the boifterous gales, 
fea-beat fides th’ invading waters drink 

Faith half retires, and fear begins to fink: 
Not that I’m got beyond the SAVIOUR’s beck, 
Or fear to die at lait a foundering wreck.. 

I know his word of grace Can never fail, | 
Nor fhall hell-gates againft my foul prevail. 
To feed on pafchal Lamb indeed is {weet, 
But bitter are the herbs with which we eat: _ 
Such ills affault that I can bear no more. 
| Within, without, at home, abroad, all o’er! 
| Ohide, defend me till the dreadful blaft 

Of ev’ry tempett fhall be overpaft ; 

Saviour, fupport me in the rifing wave, | 

Left I untimely fill the yawning grave! 

The woes I feel, and thofe which vet I fear, 

Are burdens heavier than my heart can bear ! 
But to thine arms, and near thy gracious eye? . 

All other 2id no confolation brings, 

Except I’m found beneath thy fhady wings ; ag 
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| 
Then I intreat, O let. thy fuppliant hide, 
Tn the dear cleft of thy once bleeding fide : 
Or take me hence, where my Redeemer dwells, 
Where he, his love perpetually reveals ; 
There thole who point the dagger at my breaft *, 
Atham’d, fhall fee my weary foul at reit, 
At Abraham’s fide 
But O, atihy command, | 


Let veng’ance fleep, and mercy feize the wand, 
_ And fromthe fire, O pluck the flaming brand. 
My laft requeft is, “fpare my every foe, 

«¢ May they thy grace, ang thy falvation know; | 


“¢ Father, forgive! they know not what they do.” 


O glorious day, aufpicious morn arife, 
~When God wipes all our tears from all our eyes : 
‘Thefe ear:hly minds which earthly woes annoy, 

Immortal then, fhall drink immortal joy; 

The Saviour’s prefence there ailds ev’?y {cene, 

not a waye of anguifh falls between. 

‘There my G. B. fhall fip the fountain brim, © | 
And there, thefe longing eyes fhall feafton Him!) 
Hofanna, hail! I reach the heav’nly thore, 
A.nd worlds of blifs thefe wondering powers explore. A 

© blifs divine! tune thou ourharps, and then,’ 
Eternal hallelujahs rife!—-Amen. 
I long to, bafk beneath the Savjour’s fmiles, 
Hope chears G, fruition comforts 

$SILES, 


For the General 


~ 


Baptifi Magazine. 


GENERAL BAPTIST F 
IN the year 1726 feveral Congregations of Proteftant Dif- 
fenters, diftinguifhed by the name of General Baptifts, refi- | 
dent in London, aflociated with a defign of forming and 
eftablifhing a permanent fund for the purpofe of giving a 
proper education to young men of promifing abilities for the 
miniltry, and for the better fupport of their manifters, 


~ 


UND, 17 92. 


* Micah vii. 
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_ The plan on which they proceeded was to raife a_capital 
by voluntary gifts and fubfcriptions, and by yearly collections 
‘made in the churches. i 

This defign has been profecuted ever fince to the prefent 
year, and with fuch fuccefs, that the fociety has been enabled 


to educate feveral young men, who have proved a credit to — 


their profefion, and has every year affttted a contiderable 


number of ufeful and worthy minifters in. various parts of 
England, (whofe congregations were not able fufficiently to 


provide for them) but for want of a larger fund has not been 
able to relieve the proper objects of it to that extent which the 

fociety wiibes. 
The managers receive every year contributions from fome 
of the congregations in. different parts of the country, but 
cannot help lamenting that the fund has no aid at all from 
many churches, and from many individuals in country fitua- 
tions ; who, they apprehend, muft be able to encourage a 
charity fo necefiary and fo beneficial to thofe who labour in the 


chriftian vineyard: 


The following fifteen gentlemen are the prefent managers | 


of this fund, viz. : 
Mr. Stephen Lowdell, Southwark-Park, Treafurer. 

Mr. William S:urch, Stanhope-ftreet, Clare-market. 

Mr. John Treacher, Paternoiter-row. 

Mr. John Mackintofh, Chelfea. 
.. Mr. Charles Williams, Fieldgate-ftreet, Whitechapel. 

Mr. John Chatfield, Back-hill, Hatton-ftreet, 

Rev. Mr. Jofeph Brown, Fair-ftreet, Horflydown. 

Rev. Mr. Van Taylor, Union-ftreet, Bifhopfyate. 

Mr. William Shenfton, Shoreditch. ‘ee. 

Mr. William. Brent, Rotherhithe. 

Mr. Samue! Brent, Rotherhithe. i 

Mr. William Titford, Union-ftreet, Bifhopfzate. — 

Mr. Jofeph Weald, Blackman-ftreet, Southwark. 

Rev. Mr. John Simpfon, Bethnel-green. ; 

Mr. John Marfom, Holborn, t799. Ree 

Donations to this charity, how fmall foever, will bc 

gratefully accepted by the i reafurer, or any of the managers. 
oe hoever intends to benefit this inftitution by a legacy, 

)s defired to do it in the following manner, viz. ie 
“I give and bequeath out of my perfonal eftate to the 


Trreafurer for the time being of the General Baptif? Fund in 


London, (of which Mr. Stephen Lowdell, of Soushwark-Park, 


was Treafurer in the year 1792,) the fum of | for 


benefit of that Charity.” 
At 


| 
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Ata meeting of the managers, the 7th of ‘June; 1990, it. 
was refolved to requeft Mr. Dan Taylor to publifh a copy 
of the abovein the General Baptitt Magazine. 


To the Editor of the General Baptif Magazine. 
may. Sin, 


WILLING to contribute fomething more to your Maga- 
zine, I now fend you the following, Acroftical Lines on the 
Death of a Female Infant; which were wrote by her aunt, 
_ @ pious young woman, and addreffed to it’s parents with a 
view to their confolation at the time itd experienced the 
bereavement in the family. 
|| Your's, T, 
hould I attempt to comfort thofe that mourn, 
A nd caft a pleafing fhade on Sarah’s urn; — 
R emember, friends, 1’d fay, your child was lent, 
A nd now the Almighty’s taken what he fent. 
is ways, although unknown to us—arc juit 
D eem this a conifort, Sarah is not loft. — 
O think your daughter knows fuperior joys ; 
 B id earth adieu, with all it’s trifling toys: — 
E ternally to praife redeeming love; 
L ift up your eyes, behold your child above. 


| | | | | 
A fhort Hymn fung after a fermon preached at a village in 
Kent, on Lord’s-day, June 2d, 1799, for the benefit of 
Father of human kind, _ 
Pity the infant race; _ 
O make their minds inclin’d 

Early to feek thy face. 

_Efpecially may thofe here taught, 

To walk in wifdom’s way be brought. | 


Thou who a feed can’{t raife, — 
_ As it were out of ftones ; 
Thy glorious name to praife, 
So let thefe little ones. 
This to fulfil is our, defign} 
_- Thy bleffing with inftru@ion join 
_ The difcourfe was delivered in the fame place the chil- 
dren were taught, in the intervals of worfhip, _ vas 
Chatham, April 19, 1800. 
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pions in defence of infant-baptif{m. 


In che year 1624, there came forth much greater cham- 


~The famous Dod and Cleaver united their ftrenoth, and 


joined together in publifhing a {mall treatife againft the er- 
roneous pofitions of the Anabaptifts, as they termed them. 

In the preface they apologize for their tngaging in this 
controverfy, by alledging, that thofe of the contrary opinion 
were very el He and took great pains to propagate their 


doctrine: that divers perfons of good note for piety had been — 


prevailed upon by them: that feveral had entreated their help 


and aififtance, and that they had been engaged already in pri- 


vate debates about this matter. , 

_ This pamphlet being {carce, very few have or can flow ob- 
taina fightof it; I fhall therefore obferve two or three things 
in itthat are uncommon, | 


In the preface they reprefent the Baptifts of thofe times as 


agreeing with the Armintans only in fome opinions. 
~ When they anfwer the objections of the Baptiits, which they 
fay are recited out of their own books verbatim, they politickly 
conceal both the names of the authors, and the titles of the 
books, exceptone; which if, it was done to prevent examining 
the truth of their quotations, keep the knowledge of fuch 
writings from the world, hinder perfons from reading their 
arguments at large, and with their connection, or that they 
might the better charge the whole party with the opinion of 
fome particular perions ; all thefe muift be owned very unfair 

They charge it upon the Baptifts as a great error held by them, 
that no infants dying in infancy are damned with the wicked in 
hell, which falvation they have by the merits of Chrift. 

When they alfo charge upon them, the denial of original 
fin, as the occafion of their error in baptifm, they themfelves 


run into as great an error, to avoid the force of the other ar- 


-guments, viz. that the foul of man is by propagation; afirm- 


ing, that Adam was the father of men, in refpect of their fouls 
as well as their bodies; that as other creatures beget the 
whole of their offspring, fo'do men; and that when God is - 
called the father of fpirits, and men the fathers of our flefh, it : 
er: denote any different oyiginal of foul and body. Be. 
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fides thefe, I do not find any thing but what is cemmon upon 

Inthe year 1632, the Baptifts, who had hitherto been inter- 
mixed among other Proteftarit Diflenters, without diftinction, 
and fo confequently fhared with the Puritans in all the perfecu- 
tions of thofe times, began now to féparaté themfélves, and 
form diftinct focieties of thofe of their own perfuafton. Con- 
cerning the firft of which I find the following account colleéted 
from a manufcript of Mr. William Kiffin. 

“ There was a congregation of Proteftant Differtters of the 


independent perfuafion in London, gathered in the year 1616, 


whereof Mr. Henry Jacob was the firft paftor; and after him 
fueceeded Mr. John Lathorp, who was their minifter at this 
time. In this fociety feveral perfons, finding that the congre- 


gation kept not to firft principles of feparation, and being 


alfo convinced that baptifm was not to be adminiftred to in- 


fants, but fuch only as profelled faith in Chrift, defired that 


they might be difmrfled from that communion, and allowed to 
form a diftinct > in fuch order as was mott agree- 
able to their own fentiments. 
_ The church, confidering that they were now grown very 
numerous, and fo more than could in thefe times of periecu- 
tion conveniently meet together, and believing alfo that thofe 
perfons acted from a principle of confcience, and not obfti- 
nacy, agreed to allow them the liberty they defired, and that 
they fhould be conftituted a diftinct church; which was per- 


formed the 12th of Sept. 1633. And as they believed that 


baptifm was not rightly adminiftred to infants, fo they looked 
upon the baptifm they had received in that age as invalid: 
whereupon moft or all of them received a new baptifm. 
Their minifter was Mr. John Spilfbury. What numbers 
they were is uncertain, becaufe in the mentioning of the names 


_ of about twenty men and women, it is added with divers 


others. 
“ In the year 1633, Mr. William Kiffin, Mr. Thomas | 
Wilfon, and others, being of the fame judgment, were, upon 
their requeit, difniffed to the faid Mr. Spilfbury’s congregation, 
“In the year 1639, another congregation of Baptifts was 
formed, whofe place of meeting was in Crutched-Fryars ; 
the chief promoters of which were Mr. Green, Mr. Paul Hob- 
fon, and Captain Spencer.” 
In the year 1641, one Mr. Edward Barber put forth a 
{mall piece in defence of immerfivn ; intituled, * A Treatife of © 
Baptifm or Dipping; wherein is clearly fhewed, . that our 


Lord Chriit orduined Dipping ; and that fprinking of Chil- 


dren 
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 MINTs RESPECTING. THE BAPTISTS. 
dren is not according to Chrit’s Inftitution ; and alfo the In- 
validity of thofe Arguinents | that are commouly brouzht to 


juitify chat Practice.’ 


In the year following another treatife came forth, written 
by A. R. intituled, The Vanity of Children’s tsuptiim.’ 
‘This author attenpts to prove t:efe two potuts againit the 
eftablithed church, viz. that dipping is neceflary to the right 
adminiftrati»n of baptifm; and that this facrament ts not to be 
~ About this time there was a confiderable profelyte made to — 
the opinion of the Baptits; namely, Mr. Francis Corawe'l, 
M.A. and fometime ftudent of Emanuel Col'ege, in Came 
bridge. Whetner he received his conviction-from the treatifes 
abovenamed, or whether he was only by thém put upon exa- 
mination of the controverfy, and upon fearch of the fcripture, 
and farft fathers of the church, foui:d the truth to be on their 
fide, I cannot fay ; ‘but this is evident, when he had fouid out 
the truth himfelf, he was willing to helo others to do fo like- 
wife; and therefore publifhed a fmall treatife, dedicated to the 
—houfe of commons, intitul:d, ‘ The Vindication of the Royal 
Commiffion of King Jefus.” Wherein he lays down feveral 
arguments to prove, tiat the practice of chriftening chi'dren 
oppofes the Commiffion granted by our Lord and Saviour;- 
that it is a Romifh or Antichrifttan cultom, and was eita- 
blithed by Pope Innocent Til. who made a dccree; that the 
bapti(m of infants of believers fhould fucceed circumeifion. | 
‘This year alfo, in the month of O€tober, was that difpute 
between Dr. Featly (the favourite author of the Reverend 
Mr. Neal) and four Anabaptifts in Southwark; of w‘ich 
fome have made {op great a noife fince, and Mr. Neal flems 
willing fhould not be buried in oblivion. 
I do not find that any have publifhed an account of this ¢if- 
putation but the Doctor himfelf, or that there was anya nanu= 
enfis to take down perfectly what was fpoken at that time ; 
‘but only fho:t notes taken by himfelf, or one of his fiiends, 
which the Doétor filled up according to his own memoiy. 
And he did not publith it neither, till about two years after, 
when befides his fixed prejudice againft the Diflenters, he was 
_ put out of humour, by being deprived of two livings, wh ch 
he enjoyed before the unhappy difference between the king 
and parliament. And he tells the reider in his dedication, 
_ that he could hardly dip his pen in any thing but gall. Hew © 
- fair and impartial an account fuch a man was like to give, 
and what credit Mr. Neal has got to himfelf by becoming his 
difciple, let the reader judge. For after ali, by the Doctor’s | 
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own account of this difputation, his. antagonifis do not appear 


fo very defpicable ; nor did he gain any great advintage of 
them. An indifferent reader will clearly fee the force and 
fimplicity of the argument on the one hand, and the art and 
fhuffling that was ufedon the other. _ | 
One of the Arabaptifts, whom he calls a Sotchman, began 
the difcourfe after this humble and modeft manner. 


« Mafter Do&tor, we come to difpute with you at this 


time, not for contention fake, but to receive fatisfacttion: We 


hold that the baptifm of infants cannot be proved lawful by 
the teftimony of fcripture, or by apoftolical tradition. If 
you therefore can prove the fame either way, we fhall willingly | 
fubmit unto you.”’ 

The Doétor prefent¥y breaks forth into exclamations: 
you then Anabaptifts ? and infults over them as hereticks, who 


were mechanicand illiterate men, by whofe habit he could 


judge they were not fit to difpute; that they could not difpute 
on authority, becaufe they underftood not the original; nor 
by reafon, becaufe fuch muft underftand how to conclude 
fyllogiftically ia magd and figure; with abundance of fuch 
pedantick ftuff, that favoured of nothing but pride and a 
bad caufe. . | | 
He that will take the pains to read his own account of this — 
difputation, will eafily perceive how the Doétor endeavours 
through the whole to fly from the arguments propofed, thereby | 
to entangle the innocent men, and efcape giving good proof 


for the points. One while he propofes difficulties to them — 
about the doctrine of the Trinity; then again about the form 


of a true church: prefently, he goes about to prove, that ma- 
giftrates have power to impofe religion; afterwards, that we 
ought to ufe forms ef prayer ; anon, that none ought to preach 


_ without epifcopal ordination; with a many other impertinent 


digreffions. 
He that would have an account of his foolifh pictures, may 


fee a book which came out prefently after the Doétor’s, in-. 


titled, “ Brief Confiderations on Dr. Featly’s Book, by 
Samuel Riehardfon.” 
_ About this time it was, that the pious Mr. Hanferd Knollys, 
who had been forced to fly to New England to efcape the 
perfecution of the high-commiffion-court, returned back. 
again to London; where by his plain and faithful way of 
perechings there was foon gathered a congregation of chriftians | 
aptized upon the profeffion of their faith, over whom he was 


alfo ordained paftor, and of whom we {hall have occafion to 
fay more as we go on. 
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knowledge fhall be increafed.”? 
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It feems to have been about this time (1640) that Mr. 
Baxter became firft acquainted with any of this opinion; of 
whom he gives an account in thefe words, viz. a 

«“ Whiift I was at Gloucefter, I faw the firft contentions 
between the Minifters and Anabaptifts, that ever | was ac- 
quainted with ; for thefe were the firft Anabaptifts that ever I 
had fea inany country, and I heard but of few more in thofe 

arts of England. About a dozen young men, or more, of 
confiderable parts, had received the opinion againft infants — 
baptifin, and were re-baptized, and laboured to draw others 
after them, not far from Glouceiter, and the minilter of the 
place, Mr. Winnel, being hot and impatient with them, har- 

ened them the more: he wrote a confiderable book againft 
them at that time; but England having then no great expe- 


rience of the tendency and confequence of Anabaptiftry, the 
people that were not of their opinion did but pity them, and 


think it was a conceit that had no great harm it, and — 


blamed Mr. Winnel for his violence and afperity towards 


them.’’ 
The great increafe of the Baptifts about this time, is ac-_ 
knowledged and bewailed by their adverfaries. Dr. Featly 


-fays, “ This fire in the reigns of Queen Elizabeth and King 


James, and our gracious fovereign, till now was covered in 
England under the afhes; or if it brake out at any time, by 
the care of the ecclefiaitical and civil magiftrates it was foon 
put out: But of late, fince the unhappy diftraétions which 
our fins have brought upon us, the temporal {word being other 
ways employed, and the fpiritual locked up faft in the feabbard, 
this fect, among others, hath fo far prefumed upon the pa- 
tience of the ftate, that it hath held weekly conventicles, re- 
baptized hundreds of men and women together in the twilight, 
in rivulets and fome arms: of the Thames, and elfewhere, 
dipping them over head and ears. It hath printed divers 
pamphlets in defence of their herefy; yea, and challenged 
fome of our preachers to difputation,” — “is 

It was, fays Dr. Wall, “ During the rebellion againft King 
Charles [. and the ufurpation of Oliver Cromwell, that this 
Opinion began to have any great number of converts to it. In 


thofe times of ftirs they boafted in their boeks, that that 


prophecy was fulfilled, “* Many fhall run to and fro, and 
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Diflenting Minift-rs, deputed by the General Body 


ed them the following gracious anfwer, 


RELIGIOUS 


On Wednefday, the Inftart, 


of Pioreitact’ Ditienting Miniftess in and about the 


/ City of London, waited upon his Majefty, with an 
Adarefs of Congratulation, on his Majefty’s late 


deliverance, in the hour of imminent danger, | 
The King received them in his clofet, and return- 


© T thank you for this dutiful and loyal Addrefs, 
The declaration of your attachment to thofe prin-— 


ciples of affection: which you and your anceftors 


have always profeffed to my perfon and family, muft 
enfure to you the continuance of my favour and 
protection. 

“Tam perfuaded that I cannot make fo accep- 


table a return for the merciful prote&ion which 


the Divine providence has vouchfafed to me, as 
by an unremitting perfeverence in my endeavours ra : 


‘maintain the privileges, and to promote the happinefs 


and welfare of all ny fubjects,”’ 


-JMPROVEMENT IN SUNDAY SCHOOLS, 
Rev. AND DEAR SiR, | | 


SEVERAL Minifters and private Chriftians having, for 
fome months paft. turned their thoughts to the important — 


object of religious education, have been induced to meet 


together for the purpofe af confidering by what .means 


-3t might beft be effected, After mature deliberation, they — 


have formed themfelves into a fociety, which, for the fake 
of diftirction, is called, “ The Society for promoting the 
Religious Inftru€tion of Youth.” By their defire a refpected 


_ Prother has drawn up an addrefs upon this fubjeé&, which they 


now take the libesty of prefenting to you, requefting your — 
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acceptance and candid perufal of it. They are far from fup- 


pofing that this very interefting matter has efcaped your no- 


tice; they with only to ftir up your pure mind by way of re- 


membrance, and to excite, by your means, the benevolent | 


exertions of your brethren and friends, in the various cireles 
where their influence may extend. pets eet | 


It may be proper to obferve, that the fchools which they — 
with to recommend, differ, in fome refpects, from ordinary 
Sunday fchools; with which, however, they by no means 


wiih to interfere. Sunday fcnools are generally intended for 


the purpofe of teaching children to read; the fchools in profpe& 


_are for religious initruction only, and are meant to include the ' 
 children,of the rich as well as tne poor. bg 


Several fchools of this kind have already been eftablithed in 


‘London ie it?s environs, in fome of which the progrefs made 


by the children has been equally furprizing and encouraging. 
The facility and pleafure with wh.ch they have learned their 
eatechifn—vrepeated the heads of fermons—produced {criptural 
proofs of given fubjects—together with fome fingular inftances 
of tie power of divine grace on their hearts, have made fo 
forcible an impreffion on the minds of the fociety, that they 


feel themfelves compelled earneftly to recommend fimilar in- 
| fitutions throughout the kingdom. 


~ Should it be objected, that-the zealous minifters of the 
gofpel have their hands already full; the fociety beg leave to 
ebferve, that the pious members of their congregation, of both 
fexes, are fully competent to the intended work. Many fuch 
perfons are ufefully employed in this manner in the metropolis, 
and in fome other parts of England. In Edinburgh and it’s’ 
vicinity three hundred perfons at leaft are thus labouring with 
fuccefs for the rifing generation. , 
Permit us then, dear brother, to recommend this grand ‘ 
ebje& to your attentive and affectionate regard. By the 
bleffing of God, which we may cheerfully hope will crown 
our united efforts, the caufe of Chriftand his truth may be ex- 
tenfively promoted—the empire of fatan diminifhed—the pro- 
refs of infidelity checked—and the faving knowledge of the 
Should you approve the inclofed addrefs, we fubmit to your 
confideration the propriety of reading it from the pulpit, in 
order to excite the attention of parents and mafters ; and alfo 
to promote it’s circulation among your friends. We entreat 
the favour of your correfpondence on this fubjeét, and fhall be 
~ for any hints you may fuggeft for maturing and ex- 
tending 
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-quefted to take the chair. Mr. Sampfon— 


We fubicribe ourfelves, in behalf of the fociety, 


Artillery- Place, Lendon, RT COWIE, Treafurer. 
June I, 1800. THOMAS WILSON, Secretary. | 


Thefe fchools are in moft places tauzht on tiie Lord’s 


4 day evening, in fome others on the Lord’s day afternoon, and 


in fome cafes on the evening of a week day. 


‘The addrefs and various catechifms for the ufe of thefe 
fchools, may be had at the Depofitory of the Religious Trad 


Society, Stationer’s-court, Ludgate-flreey, Loudon. 


| 


ON the 4th inftant (June) was held the General Aflembly 
of the General Baptifts at Worfhip-itreet, London. At 


feven o’clock in the morning the proceedings were begun, 


and opened with prayer, by Mr. D. Taylors who was re- 
ingsford, of Can- 
terbury, and Mr. Stephen Philpot, of Safron Waldron, were 
chofen Moderators ; and Mr. John Evans, of Worihip-ttreet, 
was the Scribe. 


At eleven o’clock public worfhip was opened. Mr. Philpot 
prayed, and Mr. Mastin, of Dover, preached, from kphef. iv. 
_ 8. “ When he afcended up on high, he led captivity captive, 
and gave gifis untomen.” The bufinefs of the aflembly con-— 

tinued till about feven o’clock in the evening, and was con- 


 Cluded with prayer, by Mr. John Deacon, of Leicefter. 


ON Thurfday, the 12th inftant, the new Meeting-houfe of 


the General Baptifts, near Red Cow-lane, in Mile End Road, 
‘was opened ferdivine worfhip. The fervice began at eleven 


o'clock. Mr. Jarrom opened the worfhip by a fhort prayer, 


and reading the 84th and 132d Pfalms. Mr. Knight, of 


Nightingale-lane, and Mr. Broady, of Poplar, prayed; and 
Mr. Newman, of Old Ford, and Mr. D. Taylor, of Church- 
lane, Whitechapel, delivered two difcourfes. The former 


_ from Luke xxiv. 47. “ And that repentance and remiffion of 
_ fins fhould be preached in his name among all nations, be- 
ginning at Jerufalem.” The latter from Acts xiv. 7. “ And 
_ there they preached the gofpel.” Mr. Driver read out the 
' pfalms and hymns through the whole fervice; and Mr. D. 
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tending ourplan, On our part we fhall. gladly communicate 
fuch further information as you fhall requeit. 
Cordially recommending you to the grace of God, and | 
for the fuccefs of all your labours, | 
| 
ee 
Al 
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Taylor concluded the fervice with prayer. The meeting- 

hhoufe was well filled. "The opportunity was a pleafing and 

profitable one; and great hopes are entertained that, through 

the aids of the Holy Spirit, many precious fouls will have 
—reafon to praife God eternally for the advantages which they 

receive from Him iftthat place. 


PRESENT PLAN OF THE RELIGIOUS TRACT 
| 
Dear Sir, 1, 1800. 
IN the prefent age, when the advantage of union among 
chriftians is fo generally acknowledged, the following circume- 
 ftance, it is prefumed will afford no finall fatisfaétion. 

- Soon after the eftablifhment of the Religious Tract Society, 
another, Society was formed under the name of “ The Societ 
for diftributing a Tras gratis.” The plans of 
thefe Societies being fimilar, and theic obje&t virtually the 
fame,—the extenfive diftribution of {mall religious pieces,—it 
occurred to the Committees of the refpeétive Societies, that a _ 

union might be formed with reciprocal benefits, and with ad- 
vantage to the common caufe. “he Committee of the Reli- 
gious Tract Society, therefore requefted a conference, which 

_ has terminated in a cordial union, with the approbation of the 
general body of the fubfcribers to both: by whom a joint Com-= 
mittee has been chofen, and the plan fubjoined agreedto. So- 


| 


liciting the favour of your co-operation, we remain, on behalf 
of the united Societies): 
Dear Sir, your’s, refpe&tfully, 
JOSEPH HUGHES, Secretary to 
| | the Religious ‘Traét Society, 
JOHN JORDAN, Secretary to the 
late Society for diftributing Evan- 
gelical Tra€&ts, gratis = 
*4® An early anfwer; directed either to the Treafurer or Se~ 
cretary, will be particularly acceptable ; but, fhould we not be 
indulged with that favor, you will permit us to efteem your 
fileace as an indication of your concurrence. 
. RHE PLAN. 
I. That this fociety be denominated The Religious Traét 


Society, whofe objeét thall to print and diftribute {mall pieces 
on fubjects purely religious. 


an That a donation of ten guineas conftitute'a member for 


Ill. That every annual fub{criber be confidered a member. 
| “ITV. That 


} 
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IV. That the fub{cription folicited be as a meas 


| _of enabling the fociety to dittribuie and the tradts ata 


rate. 


amount of two-thirds of their fubfcription at the fame rate. 
VI. That a committee be appointed in London, and a cor- 
refponding committee in different parts of the country, who 


fhall have the care of felecting fuitable tracts, and of fuperins © 
tending, as their fituations enable them, the printing. and dif+ 


tribution. 
VII. That a Bookfeller be employed in London as a depo- 


fitory for the circulation of tracts. 


VIII. That a committee be empowered to diftribute tracts 
in fuch channels as may appear to them calculated, for uleful- 


 mefs, fo far as the funds will admit. 


IX. That an annual meeting of the foicieey’ be held in 


May, on the Thurfday morning of the Mifhonary week, 


when a treafurcr, fecretary, and committee fhall. be cholen. 
That the tratts be paid for on delivery. 


‘The following gentlemen are the committee for the prefent 


year : 
Lonpow : | 
Mr. Bates Ms. &. Sides 
Rev. J. Brook{fband Mr. J. Jordan 
R, Cowie, Efg; | | Z. M: ‘Caulay, 
Mr. J. Duthoit if Mill, ble; 
Mr. G. Gouger | | Rev. W. Newman 
Mr. E. Gouldfmith Mr. T. Saddington 
J. Hardcaftle, Efq; W. 
Rev. R. Hill, M. A. Rev. J. Townfend 
Mr. G. Hobfon Mr. Townfend 
Mr. T. Hodfon Rev. M. Wilks. 
Mr. J. poms T. Wifon, Efq;- 


Subfcriptions and communications (free of expence) will be 


thankfully received by J. Reyner, Efq; a Duck’s 
Foot-lane, Thames-ftreet, London ; 

Rev. J. Hughes, fecretary, Batterfea, Suey; 
By all the members of the committee ; and at the Depofitory. 


the committee of that focicty have provided for the punctual 
of their made with te 


the 


\y 


V. That fabferibers be: eititled either to pu rchafe any quan-._ 
tity of traGts at a reduced price; or, to receive tracts to the 


_ N.B. The fubfcribers to “ The (late) Society for diftri- 
puting Evangelical Tracts, gratis,”’ are 4 informed, hat 
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the Applications for that purpofe to be to Mr. 


‘Tarn, treafurer, London-Wall; or Mr. Jordan, CESTERYs 
Leadenhall- {treet. 


| 


Lift of Tracts already printed. 

The following tracts are ready for delivery, by, T. Willianis, 
at the fociety’s Depofitory, No. 10, Stationers’-court, Lud« 
gate-ftreet, London; where communications will be received, 
poit-paid, and orders executed (for ready money) to any part 


of the kingdom, with an allowance to fubleribers, book- 
feller Sy 


rice id or 5s 6d per 100. 


2. Three Dialogues betweeri a Minifter and one of his 
Parifhioners, on the true Principles of Religion. By the Rev. 
T. Vivian, A. B. late Vicar of Cornwood, Devon. Price 13d 
or 7S Od per 100 

3. Subjects for Confideration, from Reynolds. Price one 
haltpenny, or 3sper10oO 
4+ The End of Time: An Extract from Dr. Watts Price 
_idor §s 6d per 100 


1. An Addrefs to Chriftians, on the Diftribution of Religious 
Tracts. P 


5- Divine $ Songs for Children, by Dr. Watts. Price 1id 


or 78 6d per’ 100 


6. Ihe Repentance and Happy Death of the Earl of Ro- 
chefter. sn Price one halfpenny, or 38 per 100 

7- O 
1s 6d per 100 | 
ee Toa Youth. Price one halfpenny, or 3S per 100. 


9. To the Unfortunate Female. Price one halle or 


3s per 100 
10. Toa Prifoner. Price one halfpenny, or 3s per 100 


11. Life of John Price three ‘or 


per 100 


12. Hints to a Servant.” Price one farthing, or is 6d 
per 100 


13. Dr. Watts’s Golden Rule. Price three farthings, or 
4s per 


14. On the Lord’s Day. Price one farthing, or or 1s 6d 
per 100° 


15. Perfuafive to Public Worhhip. Price one halfpenny, 
or 38 per 100 | 


16. Doddridge’s Principles of Chriftianity, i in Verle. Price 
Idor 5s 6d per 100 © 


17. Life of Colonel Gardiners Price rid ar 7s 6d per 100 


18. To a Youth at School. Price one h or3s 


per 100 
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the Fourth Commandment. Price one farthing or 


Vou. III. 20 19. The 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


one halfpenny, or 3s per 109 
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_ The Life and Sayings of the Rev. Ph. Henry. Price 


20. The Seafon of Scarcity. Price one halfpenny, or 3s 
per 109 | 

21. To the Price one halfpenny, or 3S 

22. Friendly Advice to the Foor. #inice one nalipennys 
or 38 per 100 

23. On Moderation i in Hood. Price one or IS 6d 
per 100 i 

24. The Importance of Sobriety. Price one halfpenny, or 
38 per 100 

25. Dialogue on Regeneration. Price iehree farthings, or 


4S per 100 
~ 26. Confolation under Convidtiens ; ; a Dialogue between 


_ gPenitent and a Chriftian Friend, Price one halfpenny, or. 


38 per 100 


27- A Sunday’s Excurfion, Price one balfyenny, or 3s 
r 100 


[The above twenty- Numbers are to be hadin one Volume. 
Price ts od boards, or 2s 3d bound. } 
28. The Bible of Divine Authority. rice, one halfpenny, 
29. The Good Old Way. ‘Price 3d or 5s Od per yoo 
30. Anecdotes and Hints relative toa prevailing, but wb, 


-fenfible Practice (Swearing). Price one or Is 6d 


per 100 
— 31. A Word of Advice to the Frequenters of the Soup 


-Eftablifhments.. Price one farthing, or 1s 6d per 100 


32. A few Minutes Converfation at a Country Wake, 
[ Proper to be diftributed at Wakes, F airs, Races, fie. Price 


33. A Prefent to the Children of nunday Schools, Price 


one farthing, or 1s 6d per 100 


. The Inftruétion of the Rifing Generation in the 
ciples of the Chriftian Price 13d or 
gs6dper loo 

The yes TraQ Society the re- 


maining ftock of the. Village Tracts of Mr, Chapman, they 


alfo will be fold in future at their D. pofitory. 
N. B. Country aflociations, and provincial focieties, for the 
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MEETING. HOUSES in LONDON. 


_ (Continuded from page 220, of our laft Number. ) | 
SALTER’s-HALL. 


| | Dimensions 21 fquarem—with 4 Galleries. 

the revolution this church met at Bucking bam -houfe, near College-hitl, when 

Mr. MAYO was paftor. Soon after that time the preient meeting Agate was 
built, ‘and 
Mr. NA 
Mr. TAYLOR was choien paftor, and 

Mr. NEWMAN his affiftant. They were both popular, and had a full con- 

regation. Mr. Taylor was foon choien one of the Tuelday lecturers. Upon 
ceath, which was about 1704, 

Mr. Wm. TONG fucceeded as paftor, and he alfo became a Tuefday leGturer, 
He was a minifter of confiderable quatifications, and was greatly ufeful in his day. 
He preierved a large congregation, which was the richeft in London, For many 
years the colleCtion for the fund exceeded any others, Mr. Tong had a large 
fhare in their efteem, and obtained from them many private gifts to poor minifters 
and congregations, as well as to other perfons in diftrefs.\—About 1716, Mr. 
Newman, at Mr, Tong’s requeit, was fixed with himas co-paftor, and upon bis death 
became fole pater. ‘This wasin 1727. Afterwards the church invited Mr. Warren, 
of Coventry, to be united with him, and on his refufal Mr. Waldron, of Ste 
Mary Ottery, But he alfo declined, and then they chofe Mr. NEW MAN, jun. 
who is a hopeful young man, to affift his father. 


The THREE CRANES, (Thames-fireet.) 


| Dimensions— 18 fquare—2 gal. of §, 1 of 6 feats. | 

IN a 5 Mr. GOUGE was pattor of this church, and one of the Pinner’s-hall 
leGturers. He wasa popular preacher, and a ealons Calvinift. About 1697 - 

Mr. JOS. JACOB preached a weekly leétufe in this place. [The M S. con- 
tains along accountof this man ; from whence it appears that he was a perfon of a 
furious, arbitrary, litigious difpofition, by which he promoted tumult and fedi- 
tion, and was noticed by government. He had been a Linen-draper in London. 
When he commenced preacher he was much foilowed, and a new meeting-houfe 


was built for him 1698, in which Mr. Baker afterwards preached. His abfolute — 


procecdings in his own church, and his abufe of other minifters, were unparalleled, 
and not worth here relating. | 

In 1702 his congregation was fo diminifhed, that he left this place, and re- 
moved to Turners-bail, and afterwards to Curries aihall But he was toon deferted, 
and died in 1421. 

A difturbance happened in Mr. Gouge? s church, which this man had promoted, 
and many withdrew ; among whom was the noted Mr. £6, Tull. cele 1701 
Mr. Gouge died, when 

Mr. RIDGLEY was chofea to fucceed him. ‘The congregation. is fill but 
fmali, though larger than it was fome years ago. Mr. Kédg/ey is looked upon as 
well qualified for theological controverfy, and fome perfons account ,him a confide- 
rable preacher, He is alfo a tutor to young men defigned for the miniftry, in 
_ which ftation he has been very ufeful, He is one of the lecturers at Pinner’s- 
hall, and Mr. Harrifon, jun. has for fome time affifted him every other Lord’s 

day, but is now at Gofport, | 


St. THOMAS APOSTLES, near Boui-laned 
Dimensions—13 gal of 3, one of seats, 
IN 1695, Mr. FEDOE was paftor of this church, who met in a hall, or 


large room, near Paterncfler.row. He was a minifter of a good charaéter, but bis 
congregation was fmall. Upon his death, 1714, he was fucceeded by 


Mr. ATKINSON, for cha his people built the above meeting-houfe foon | 


after, He isaccounted a peaceable man, and a practical preachere T ne congregas 
tion is larger than in the time of Mr. Fidoe. 


The LOGGER-HEADS*, near Spitalfelds, 


Di mensions—13 square, with galleries, 
iT mutt be owned, this place hardly deferves to be mentioned, but that Bere 


might be no omiffion it is here inferted laft, It was firft built about 1723 for Mr. 


* So called, it is fuppofed, from tlie figa of 
exifted a few years ga neighbouring public-houfe, which 


H. TAYLOR was chofen affiftant. Mr. MAYO eying in 1695) 
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STOCKELL, [of whom fome account was before give 
his patron, he quitted it, which time divers potions, ‘of different denomina- 
tions, have occafionally preached in it, as they itill do. But no church is there 


, gathered, and the number that attend is pot {mall. Mi. E rior preaches here for 


Churches that fubj fied i in 166 but fince that time are redifpere 


Dr. BEVERLY, Cloak-lane, Cutler’s-hall 1697 
Mr, LONG, Beech-lane, Glover’s-hall a 1702 
HAMMOND, Armourer” s-hall —_ 1704 
Mr. BURNETT, "Barbican, — 1507 
Mr. GRIFF IN—Mr, TATE, Girdler’s-hall —— 1710 
Mr. SCOTT, near St. James’s  —— | 
Mr. WOWEN, Pewterer’s-hall — 1714 
Mr. HUMPHRYS, St. Martin’s-lane — 1714 
Mr. SHORT, (morning) Miles’s-lane — 1717 
Mr. COTTON, St. Giles’s, Holborn ——  $=(‘14727 
Mr, LEWIS, Red Crofs-ftreet 
Mr. DAVY, Moorfields — — 1929 


Anascount follows of thefeveral fums colleéted annually at the different meet- 


ings for poor country minifters, the whole amount of aries at the cue “ue Ms. 
was drawn up was upwards of 37001. 


| 


- After various mifcellaneous remarks, and comparativ views, che writer gives 
the following brief account of the | 


BAPTIST MINISTERS AND CHURCHES. 
Mr. HOLDRIDGE, Angel-alley, Whitechapel. 
_ Mr, JOHN GILL, Horfleydown, Southwark, | 


| | SAMUELWILSON s-fields, *sBroad ft Wapping) 


Mr. RUDD, Devonthire-fquare. 
Mr. WILSON, Weftminfter. 

| Mr. » Newport-market. 
| oes Mr. BRINE, Cripplegate. 
Mr. DEN, Great Eaftcheap. | 
Mr. HARRINGTON, near St. Gearge’ Ss Southwark, | 

Mr. WALLIN, Maze-pond. ‘oe 
Mr. ARNOLD, May-pole, | 
Mr. MAT. CHERRY, Garden-ftreet, ditto. ‘ 


Mr. ———-, (late Ricukaseen ’s) Devonthire-fquare 
Mr. REES, Lime-houfe. | 


Mr. GIFFORD, Wild-freett. 


Mr. BURROUGHS and Mr. FOSTER, Paul’s-alley. gp 
Mr. MORRIS, Glals-houfe-yard. | 


Mr. MULLINER, fen, Moorfields. 


jun, Park, Southwark, 
Mr. INGRAM, Horfleydown | 


| Mr. KiMBER, Spital fields 

Mr. SMITH, Covent-garden 

Mr. RANDALL, Virginia- ftreet, Wapping 
Mr. TOWNSEND, Cripplegate __ 
ay Mr. CORNT HWAITE, Goodman’ "sefields, 


Of thefe the writer reckons the nine firft inclined tothe 
feven Calviniftse-the three following Socinians—the fix next Arminiang= 
the two laft T. a Calvinift, and Mr. C, an Arminian. 


> It is hoped that fome attempt may hereaftér be made to continue this ac- 


time,-——Any reader who may have noticed any miftakes, are requefted to commu- 


in which fuc’ additions as may be fent will be inferted. _ 


| 
| MSS. will be depotited in Dr, Library, 


] but falling out with | 


sount of the Diffenting Churches, with memoirs of their Minifters, to the prefent 


| nicate them tothe publither, with a view toa feparate and more li edition, | 


¥ 
ii | 
\ 
T 
‘ 
i 
| 
| 
| 
4 
) 
i} 
| 
ij 
at 
> 
a 


THE. 


For FULY; 1800, 


A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE LATE REV. JOHN NEWMAN. 

WHO DEPARTED THIS BIFE JULY 25, 1741.——See hig 
Funeral Sermon, from Fohn xviii. 2. preached at Salter’ s-halls 
Augid, ‘By the Rev. Fobn Barker. 


Witt: efidured trials will be followed with a 
and unfading crown; and this crown, I doubt not, the de- 
rted {pirit of good Mr. Newman now wears. He is entered 
nto that world where he knows, poflefles, and enjoys, what 
we can neithet exprefs, nor Conceive; and having done the 
duties of life with diligence and faithfulnefs, and endured the 
trials of it with conftancy and calmnefs, is received to the 
mercy of God in Chrift, and is entered into his Lord and 
Mafter’s joy, | 
You may reafonably expeé& from me a particular account 
of this faithful minifter on this oceafion; but I réadily ac- 
knowledge; it is not in my power to do juftice to his memory : 
it would perhaps hardly become the dignity of this pulpit, 
which he fo well maintained for above forty yey together, ta 
tell you, that my heart ig too full of grief to proceed ag E 
ought in this fervicej and the more, as it revives thé res 
membrance of my appearing here at his defire, fomé years 
ago, on the melancholy occafion of his fon’s death, who 
affifted him with great acceptance, and in whofe hands he 
hoped, under Chrift, the chief Shepherd, to have léft the cure 
of your fouls: to tell you now that you will hear the voice of 
neither 


| 


~ 

| 

| 

| 


| | 
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neither of thefe your minifters any more, is to be forced to” 


a give you, as well as myfelf, forrow ypon forrow: but ‘the 
Cup our Father gives us fhall we not drink it?” we mutt, we 
 @ught; our Lord did fo, and ex; 


$ us to follow his example. 
Weknow, it feems, but very little of Mr. Newman’s early 


life, more than that he was born in Oxfordfhire, was a fcho- 


lar of old Mr. Chapman, and ‘the great companion of his 


fon, the late Rev. Mr. Chapman, of Bethnal-green. He.was 


a very pious youth, and difcovered an early and deep fenfe of 
God and religion, not only by a grave deportment and fecret 
prayer, but getting his {chool-fellows to him in their leifure 


_ hours, and praying with them, and cateehifing and inftru&- 
them in t 
ea afterwards, one may venture to. prefume that he was foon ree 
_ markable for a good underftanding, and a great memory; 
_ which with his diligence and ferioufnefs, and his own inclina- 
' tion to that fervice, encouraged his friends to fend him to Mr. 
_ Woodheufe, who prepared him for the work of the miniftry 


e principles of religion. By what appeared 


amongft Proteftant Diffenters. 


He came up to London about nineteen years f age, and 


—_ .wasa little while with Mr. Jofeph Reade, where he was foon 
taken notice of as a very promifing young minifter ; and as I 
find that Mr. Richard Mayo died in 1695, and was fucceeded | 
in this * place by Mr. Nathaniel Taylor ; I conclude that Mr. 
_ Newman was about that time chofen to be his affiftant. He 
Was an entire {tra nger to the congregation, introduced, if I 


e 


miftake not, by Alderman Dolins, ‘preached with general ap- 

d was quickly chofen with little or no op-— 
On the 20th of Oétober, 1697, he was ordained; and 


_ ery chéarfully and devoutly gave up himfel{ to the fervice of 
as a chriftian minifter: Newman was known to be 
well fkilled in polemical divinity, and could fmartly difpute — 
 fome points which were more fpeculative than important; 
But I think it much more tothe purpofe to obferve, that he 

kept this out of the pulpit, and was always an excellent, judi- 
@ious, practical preacher; his fermons were well compofed 


and digefted, fubftantial and full of matter ; and fo well 


adapted to inftruct, eftablith, and comfort his hearers, that if | 
they were not judicious, as well as ferious chriftians, to be 
 fure it was not their minifter’s fault but their own, ‘* The | 


things 1evealed unto us by the fpirit, yea the deep things of 
Ged,” were the conftant fubject of his preaching, ‘ which 


See General Baptift Magazine fot June 1800. 
things 
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things alfo he fpake; not in the words which man’s wifdom 
teacheth, but -which.the Holy Ghoft teacheth, fpi- 
the 


ritual things with fpiritwal;? nor did he only inftru 
mind, and inform the-judgment, but he had a way of coming 
at the confcience, and fearching to the very bottom of -the 
_ heart, to difcover and expofe reigning hypocrtfy, and root out 
all fecret and allowed fin: * He renounced the hidden things of 
difhonefty, not walking in craftinefs, nor handling the word 
_of God deceitfully ; but by manifeftation of the truth, com- 
mended himfelf to every man’s confcience in the fight of God.’ 
At his firft appearance in this pulpit he was. a very popular 
preacher, and for many years together, delivered Jong and | 
laboured fermons to a crowded audience, without any notes 
to affift his memory; and was followed, in all places where 
he appeared, as one of the moft celebrated preachers about the 
town. And when his popularity declined, fo did not he; he 


Toft that, but he loft nothing elfe ; but preached better fermions 


when he had fewer hearers ; continuing to labour with zeal 
and conftancy, as a wife mafter builder in the church of God, 
* a workman that needed not to be afhamed, rightly dividing 
After the death of Mr, =e this congregation chofe Mr. 
Tong for their paftor; who had a great opinion of Mr. 
Newman, always heard him with great attention and fatis- 
fa&tion, and from a high efteem of his real worth, and a juft © 
regard to his long and diligent fervice, propofed it to! the 
-ehurch to join Mr. Newman with him in the paftoral office, 
and eafily obtained his requeft. And after what manner he 
was with you during the life, and fince the death of his Rev. 
colleague and dear friend, ‘ ferving the Lord with all humility 
of mind, and keeping back nothing that was proftableunto 
; but fhewed you, and taught you publickly, and from 
ufe to houfe, teftifying repentance towards God, and faith 
towards our Lord Jefus Chrift;’ God, and you, and hisown 
confcience were witnefles. What minifter before him ever 
continued longer, if any fo long in the fame place in this 
city? And what minifter appeared with greater credit and 
comfort amongft his people for five and forty years together ? 
.Who was more refpected while living, or is more lamented 
now he is dead’ This was owing, not to his fuperior learn- 
ing, or polite addrefs; but to his integrity and diligence, his 
zeal for God, and love to fouls; his prudent behaviour, and peaces 
able fpirit ; his watching for your fouls ; his frequent viitswhen 
_ were either fick or fad; andhistender fympathy, and moft you 
_ affectionate concern for you all under any affliction, And, 
really» 
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atted on thofe occafions ; his heart di 
 meither defpifed the chaftening of the Lord, nor fainted under 
 jt;” but he took the bitter cup at the hands of his heavenly 
Father, and drank it without impatient murmuring; he 
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 geally, this was a great excellency in this good man; he not 
only fed his flock with wholefome food, ‘ holding forth the 
word of life, that he might rejoice jn the day of Chrift, that | 
he had not run in yain, and jaboured in yain;' byt he was | 


often at your houles, and by the fide ef your fick beds, giving 
wife advice, and praying with you on 
fervice, 1 myfelf remember with pleafure and gratitude, in a 
dangerous illnefs, he performed for me with remarkable fe- 
rioufnefs and affeciion, and with peculiar aud diftinguifhing 
propriety andenlarxement. He was not without fears, temp- 
tations, and hours of darknefg; byt in the midft of them, a 
regular and eminent chriftian, who had treafured up a large 


tack of wifdomand experience, which he Jiberally dealt out to © 


his friends upon al] proper occafigns. ee 
His own behaviour under affliction was decent and exem- 
plary. Some of you remember him exercifed with fevcre and 
heavy trials; but the pain and fmart of them did nat drive 
him to any intemperate complaint ; 7 remember how he 
not fretnor fink, ‘ he 


kept the pofleffion of himfelf, and preferyed the greateft reve- 
rence for God, under the more and the Jefs common rebukes 


of Providenge. He thought, ¢ a living man fhould not com- 
bes patiently bear the 
_ gndignation of the Lord ;’ faying, ‘ naked came I out of my — 
mother’s womb, and naked muft I return thither; the Lord > 


plain for the punifhment of fin;’ but ¢ 


giveth, one the Lord taketh away, yet bleffed be the name of 
. He garefully obferved, and greatly lamented the infidelity 
and wickednefs of the prefent age, and had many fears for the 


‘rifing generation, under an apprehenfion, that: ftorm of 
Divine difpleafure might be gathering abaut this nation on 


this account; you had fome of his thoughts about this in his 


Jaft ferman at this place; and by many fermons, for miany 
years, you knew his mind concerning the truth and importance | 


of the peculiar and diftinguifhing doétrines of our religion; 


and the grief of his heart, that the gofpel of the grace of God 


was fo much depreciated and defpifed: but he confidered him- 
felf in his flation as fet for the defence of it; and, however 


others aéted, I think, verily, I may venture, as it were, to’ 


refent Mr. Newman before you on this occafion, takiug 
eave of you in thofe inftructive, fignificant, and awakening 
words of the apoftle ; * And I, brethren, when I came to you, 


came 


h occafions ; which 
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came not with excellency of f{peech, or of wifdom, declaring 
unto you the whole counfel of God; for I determine not to. 


know any thing among you, fave Jefus Chrift, and him cru- 


cified. . And I was with you iu weaknefs and in fear, and in 
much trembling; and my fpeech, and my preaching, was not 


‘with enticing words of man’s wifdom, but indemonftration of 


‘the fpirit, and in power; that vour faith fhould not ftand in 
the wifdom of man, but in the power of God.’ ) A 
What a parent he was his children can beft tell, who blefs 
God they ever had fuch a father, and that he was pleafed to 
continue him tothem fo long; and will remember, no doubt, 
not only his tendernefs and affection to them, but his prayers, 
advices, and example, walking in the truth, and {ftriving to 
excel each other in prudence, religion, and love. | 
W hata paftor he was you know, whom he § fed accordin 
to the integrity of his heart, and guided’ with the {kilfulnefs of 
his hands :’—* Taking heed.unto himéelf and to all the flock, 
over which the Holy Ghoit hath made him an overfeer, to feed 
the church of God, which he purchafed with his own blood.’ — 
I am perfuaded, he could £ take you to record, that he was 
pure from the blood of all men;’ and ‘ fhunned not to declare 
‘unto you the whole counfel of God :’ he took care to fulfil his 
miniftry, and though he had infirmities and complaints, and 
not a few wakeful and painful hours, yet his heart was in his 
work, and he was ‘ not flothful in bufinefs, but fervent in 
prayer, ferving the Lord.’ And‘he took heed to himfelf, as 
well as his doctrine ; he was an example of what he preached, 
that and his life were ofa piece; we fee in him, as well as heard 


— 


from him, the power and fpirit of vital religion: he could have 


{aid to you his people, and to us his brethren, ‘ thote things 
which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and feen 


- -inme, do.’ There are preachers of falvation who yet mifs of 


it; chriftian minifters who are not themfelves fincere in reli- 
gion; they fhew others the way to heaven, but do not get 
thither themfelves; which is an awful and dreadfy] thought; 
but he ran fo as to obtain; was diligent and faithful to the 
death; and though he was often chearful in converfation with 


_ his friends, and fomctimes very fmart and lively; yet he was 


¢areful not to tranfgrefs the rules of wifdom and religion. 

And now, I know, that ye all among whom he has cone, 
preaching the kindom of God, {hall fee his facenomore. A 
fevere difeafe feized him with great violence, and carried him 
oft in a few days. He was one Lord’s day in the pulpit, the 
next in paradife; one Lord’s day labouring, the nexe re- 
warded; one fabbath praying and preaching on earth, the next 


prailine 
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praifing and triumphing in heaven: fo remarkably did God 


_ anfwer that petition he frequently prefented, viz. that our ufe- 


fulnefs might be of equal duration with our lives. He faid 
little during his fhort illnefs, and took no Jeave of his friends | 


or family ; this mutt be, if he really apprehended his danger, 


becaufe he would not grieve them, and chofe to withdraw 


without any painful ceremony. God gave him an eafy 
paflage out of the world, and {topped his breath withouta 


groan: he was not exercifed with tedious confinement, waft- 
Ing ficknefs, or grinding pain ; but was dead before many of 


_ his friends fo much as heard that he was fick; or had oppor- 


tunity publicly to pra and what is much 
better, he died while he was greatly efteemed and loved, and 
when he will be much miffed and lamented; in full reputation 
and. ufefulnefs ; chargeable with no unfeemly carriage, or 
making any indecent flir in the world; as unblameable and 
unblemifhed as moft, or any minifter, or man whatever. 
And now he is gone the way of all the world, buried in filence, 


and covered with the clods of the valley; the opportunity of — 


profiting by his inftructive fermons, is now over; thofe who 
would not hear him before, cannot now; he will appear 


amongft us no more, ‘to be either encouraged, or difcouraged 
in his Lord and Mafter’s work. But Jet him not be for- 


gotten——though dead he yet fpeaks to his children : 
ye’ followers of God;’ I befeech and charge you 
all, as dear children, and followers of them who through | 
faith and patience do now inherit promifes,,-——To 
his brethren, ‘ Wherefore, beloved, feeing that i’ look for 
fuch things, be diligent, that ye may be found of him in 

peace, without fpet and blamelefs.’---And to his flock, 


© Finally, brethren, farewel; be perfect, be of good com- 


fort, be of one mind, live in pea 


ce, and the God of love and _ 
Mr. Newman was minifter at Salters-Hall. ~The oration 


at his grave was delivered by Dr. Doddridge. See p. 196, 


No. xxix. and p. 253) No. xxx. of this Magazine 
BISHOP BURNET’S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF 

“THE ENGLISH MARTYRS, = 


THE LIVES OF ROBERT ‘GLOVER AND CORNELIUS — 
SONGRY, MART 


: Rosert | GLOVER, gentleman, being fick in his” 


brother John Glover’s houfe, againft whom there was 
| us @ Warrant 
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a to apprehend him, on ‘account of religion; the 
fheriff and his officers coming into the faid Mr. Joha Glover’ s 
 houfe, but the faid John Glover being abfconded, they fearched 
the houfe for him, and found Mr. Robert. Gloved fick. in 
his bed; and although they had. no warrant againtt him, 
yet took him: out of his bed, and put him in 
Coventey goal, where he continued ten days, and they had 
nothing to lay to his charge. 

But when the bifhop of Lichfield and Coventry, whofe 
name was Dr. Banets, came ‘to Coventry, Mr.. Robert 
Glover was brought before him in one Denton’s houfe, 

The bifhop began with thts proteftation, faying to. Mr. 
Glover, That he was his bifhop for want of.a betiery, and 
required him to fubmit himfelf to his authority. 

Mr. Glover faid unto him, I am not come to accufe mytelf ; 
what have you to lay tomy charge? 

Then th? bifhop afked him if he was learned. He faid, 
but meanly learned. The chancellor ftanding by, ig that 
Mr. Glover was Mafter of Arts. 

‘Then the bifhop laid to his his not to 
church. 

He anfwered, that he dichias had nor would come at 
their church fo long as their mafs was ufed there, to fave 
(if he had them) a hundred lives; and he challenged 
the bifhop to fhew ‘one Jot or tittle in the nine for 
proof of the mafs. 

The bithop. replied, he came to ) teach, and not to be 

Mc. Glover faid, he was content to learn of hing fo far as 
he was able to teach him by the word of God. ) 

Who fhall judge the word? fays the bifhop. 

Mr. Glover anfwered,; That was. that the 
people fhould judge his do@rine DY fearching {crip- 
tures, and fo was Paul. And methinks (faid he) you fhould 

claim no further privilege or pre-eminence cane they did. 
Mr. Glover alfo faid, That he was content that the 
primitive church next the apoftles time judge 
between them. 

But the bifhop refufed it, and faid, He was his bithap, and 
therefore he muft believe him. | 
My. Glover faid, If you fay that black is white (my Lord) 

— : fay as you fay, and believe the fame becaufe you 

fo 

"Then the chancellor faid, He was arrogant, becau fe he 
woule not ive place to the bifhop. 


Then 
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Then faid Mr. Glover, If you will be believed becaufe _ 
ou are a bifhop, why find you fault with the people whd 
lieved Mr. Lattimer; Mr. Ridley, and Mr. Hoopet, and 


the reft of them who were bifhops? 


The biftiop anfWered, becaufe they were hereticks. 
And may hot you err? Said Mr, Glover. 
After fome other difcourfe, Mr. Glover was fent to Coven- 


try gaol, and a few days after conveyed to Litchfield, — 


where he was kept a clofe prifoner without a bed, though 
he was fick; but at laft they gave him leave to provide 


himfelfa bed, and God gave him patience and comfort through — 


After Mr. Glover had been two days at Litchfield, the 
chancellor and one of the prebendaries came to fee him in 
the prifon, and exhorted him to conform to the church. 
His anfwer was, That he refufed not to conform to that 
church which was ruled and governed by the word of God. 


‘The chancellor faid, He came not to reafon with him, and fo 


departed. And thus he remained about eight days without 
having conference with any man. 4 


- During which time, Mr. Glover gave himfelf to prayer 


and meditation on the promifes of God made to all, without 
exception, that call upon the name of his deat Son Jefus 


_. Chrift. And he daily amended in health of body, and in- 
¢reafed in peace of cenfcience, through the affiftance of God’s 


hen the bifhop came to Litchfield again, he called Mr. 
Glover before him: and firft afked him, How he liked his 
imprifonment; to which he gave him no anfwer. Then he 


| _ endeavoured to perfuade him to be a miember of his 


church, which (faid he) had continued many years; but | 
for your church, it was not known but in the time of King 
Edward the Sixth. 
I profefs myfelf (faid Mr. Glover) to be 2 member of 
that church that is builded upon the foundation) of the apoftles 


prophets, Chrift himfelf being the chief corner-ftone; and 
fo alledged the place of St. Paul to the Ephefians, — 


This church (faid he) hath been from the beginning, — 


‘though it bare no glorious fhew before the world, being 


for the moft part under the crofs and affliction, contemned, 
defpifed, and perfecuted. 
The bifhop on the other fide contended, that they were 
Glover anfwered. “So cried all the clergy azainft the 
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prophets of Jerufalem, faying, Templum Domini, Templutri 


omini, The Chusch, the C urch, dc, = 
But whenever Mr, Glover began to fpeak, the bifhop faid, 
‘Hold thy peace, liold thy peace; I command thee by thy 
obedience to hold thy peace, thou arrrogant proud herétick. _ 

Then Mr. Glover defired the bifhop to charge hith with 
{ome articles, ahd to convince him with fcripture and good 

And the bithop propounded fome gueftions: but he ree 


fufed to anfwer; and defired he “— take his anfwér 
openly, The bifhop fald, he fhould anfwer him there. But 
Glover ftill refufed, till the bifhop told him that he fhotld 
go to prifon again, and there have neither meat nor drink till 
he had made his anfwers Then Mr: Glover lift up his 
heart to God, to enable him to ftand to and agree with the 
doctrine of God’s holy word. | rate 
Then the firft queftion the bifhop propofed to M?. Glover; 
was, How many facraments Chrift has inftituted to be 
ufed in his church? Mr. Glover anfwered, Baptifm and the 
Lord’s ‘Supper, and no more. wet 
he afked him, If he allowed confeffion ? 
o. 


Chrift’s body in the facrament? He anfwered; That theié 
mafs was neither facrifice nor facrament, becaufe they had 
taken away the true inftitution ; and when they fhould reftore 
. it again, then (he faid) he would give his judgment con- 

¢erning Chrift’s body in the facrament. 
After other examinations, as well in private; as openly 
in the confiftory (which were not regiftered) the faid Mr. 


Glover was 6ondemned as an heretick, and delivered to the 


fecular power. 


The Examination of 


Cornelius Bengey, twho Suffered with 
Robert Glover. — | 


_ This Cornelius Bongey was a maker of caps in the 


city of Coventry, and was condeminéd by bifhop 
cs. 


of Litchfied and Coventry, upon the following arti 
t. Becaufe he did Hold, maintairi, and teach in the city of 
Coventry, that thie prieft hath no power to abfolve a finner 
from his fins. ae | 
2. He faid there were in the church of @hrift but two fas 


craments, Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper. 
- Thatin the facrament of the Popith altar was riot 
OL. Ill. Q | rea} 
| 
7 


| 
| 
| 
| 


4 
a 


le faidy 
The bifhop afked, “What | he thought of the prefence of | 


| 

| 

> 

» 
4 


264 LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF 


real of Chridt, but the | fubftance of bread and wine 
after confecration. 

4. That for. the fpace of feveral years, he did hold and 

ate that the Pope is not the head of the vifible church 
on earth. 
Upon thefe articles he was condemned, dnd delivered to the’ 
power at Litchfield. And the aforefaid Cornelius 
Bongey, with Robert Glover, were both fent to Coventry, 
and there chained to one ftake, and burned together in one 
fire, September the 20th, 1555, where they quietly and wil- 
lingly yielded up their fouls to God, in popes of a bletied 
refurrection. ; 


\ 


AND ESSAYS. 


For ‘ad General Baptift 


SCRAP VI. 


Aas xvii. Then Paul ftood in the midft of 
Mars-hill, and faid, Ye men of Athens, perecive that 
all things ye are too fuperititious.” gs 


I FRUST it will be remembered shea + Paul was placed 
_ before the grand court of Athens, in defence of the Chriftian 
~ Religion. Now let us obferve how thi’ valiant, this noble 

champion of Divine truth, conducts. bimielf on the prefent 

—occafion. 

1. He perfonally, plainly, and pointedly addreffes them, 
and that in the language ot blame too; ye Aden, however 
great; even ye men of Athens; 1 perceive and charge it 
upon you, that in all things ppestinng your religion, 
you_are too fuperfiitious. 

2: Here we fee the apoftle exhibits a charge dpaint them, 
and this is of being too "Suber fitionis, ; now as § fuperttition was 
Wrong in them, it will aifo be wrong in us; let us examine 
the fubje a little, that we alfo may be upon our guard 
againtt it. 

"The Do&tors Hammond and Doddridge fay, ‘the word is 

capable of a set as well-as a bad fenfe. ; 

T think 
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think Pool’s Continuators tell us to this effect, that 
: ¢here is, or rather has been, an ambiguity.inthe word; and 
that it has been ufed for-religion, or zeal in religion, but that. 
Gt is alfo ufed in a bad fenfe: and that Paul wifely opens 
his addrefs with this ambiguous word, that he might not 
feem at firft to charge it too hard ypon the Athenians, who 
were devout according to their knowledge, but might win 
them by gentlenefs, and draw them by love. Yet the 
reader will obferve that it is a charge aga.nft them, and 
a faithful charge too, and Paul will not fail to make it 
' Superftition, according to Dr. Johnfon, is a falfe religion, | 
{. — geverence of beings that are not proper objects of reverence, 
| and a religion (if it may be fo called) without morality. 
Dr. Harwood ftiles it, miftaken devotion, which muft 
beautifully fit the apoftle in this cafe, even when he was under 
the influence of the utmoit charity. yd 


Brown’s Scripture Dictionary makes {uperfiition will. 
worfhip fynonimous, and defines it an exceis in religion, do- 
ing things not required by God, &c. This alfo fits the ftate 
; of the Athehians, for God did not require them to worfhip 
him in the way they did, if it can be called worthipping him 

Button’s DiGionary remarks, that fuperftition is generally 
igi attended with enthufiafm, or rather fanaticifm, as is evidentin 
Laftly, the Rev. | pe Saurin, in his Sermons, tranflated 
_by the late Mr. Robinfon, vol. v. page 49. faith, « Superfti- 
tion is adifpofition of mind, that inclines us to regulate all 
parts of divine worfhip, not by juf notions:of the Supréme 
Being, nor by his relations to us, nor by what he has 
_condefcended to reveal, but by our. own - fanciesj— 
A fuperftitious man entertains fantaftical ideas of God, and 
renders to him capricious worfhip ; he not unfrequently takes — 
himfelf for a model of God ; he thinks that what moft refem- 
bles himfelf, however mean and contemptable, approaches 
neareft to perfection; we affirm (faith he) this difpofition is 
ft. Secing fuperftition cleaves fo clofe to human nature. _ 
and is productive of fo many evils, Jet’ us wifély and 
| dently guard againft it; af not content ourfelves with a 
| _ blind and ignorant religion, in pretending to worfhip God, 
without having clear ideas either how or why; but being 
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gareful to have our minds and conduét regulated by the 
Divine word, let us take care that we may be found ; 


amon 
them who worfhip God in fpirit andintruth 
ad. If duty leads us to converfe with the fuperftitious, the 


Wain, or even the vile; Jet us, in jmitation of this great 


apoftie, take the moft gentle, mild, and inoffenfive methods 


that can be confiitent with truth and faithfulnefs ; as man is 


more ealy drawn by kindnefs and love, than driyen by human 


 sigor. Soft words often prevent anger, and mild language 


3d Keligion is evidently of that nature that mere human. 
igarninz, with all the refinements of literature, will not,— 
cannot,—fufficiently guide us in it, without the dire@tion of 


“4th. As religion is the greateft of all concerns, feeing it ex- 
terids to the foul and eternity, and as the Bible is’ the only 
ide therein, may all your readers fay, Oh, my foul, this 
ible, this volume of divinely infpired truth, fhall be m 
daily meat and drink, and only guide in religion. Then thall 
it prove thy fafe pafiport to eternal glory. To which, dear 
Sir, may the blefled {pirit of God lead you and me, and every 


e prayer of 
Your's, affeCtjonately, 
the’bonds of the gofpel,' 


SPIRITUAL AND CARNAL 


THOUGH it is acknowledged by all, who know 7 the 


riches of ‘theit prefent poffeffions, and the glory’ of their 


futare expectations, that none’ have that reafon for rejoicin 


which the heifs of falvation haye 5‘ yet itis alfo acknowledged 


and lamented, that thofe éxpreffions of joy, which appear in fome : 


profefied chriftians, are oftener the unwholefome fumes of 
carnal mjrth, than that tranquil, {weet effirfion, which has it’s 
birth in heaven, ‘ahd; like pérfuming incenfe, afcends to 
heavenagain. ‘That which arifes from nothing more than the 
wanton game of fportiul paffions, is'biddy, noify, clamorous, 
and vain; ki by a falfe fire, exercifed on a falfe obje&t, . 
ze tending to a falfe end. It is empty, unfubftantial, trari- 
fjent, and“ fhort lived, and, like,‘the’ momentary meteor, 
ngs 


$ and expires; with only this difference, the meteor 
James, and leaves no trace behind : while carnal mirth, when- 

pafles through the gracious foul, proves noxious to it’s 


‘ 
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profperity ; nips the expanding bloffoms of the celeftial fruit, 
and, at leaft, retards it’s fpeedy growth; leavesa fad bleeding 
track, marked with the ruins of comfort, and the wreck of 
peace; while that which is the offspring of divine and ever- 


lafting love, is fpiritual, pure, fteady, ferene, and noble; _ 


not blown up by the buxom guifts of empty infipid wit; but 


kindled at that immortal flame which burns mig | in the | 


happy bofoms of yon feraphic fons of light. It’s object is the 
infinite fource of unfathomable blifs ; and it’s end 1s, to re- 
joice in, and glorify him for ever. It is real. Alas! how 
‘often do our frigid hearts and voluble tongues betray us into 


an infipid, trifling, uncharacteriftic levity, that is as remote — 


from fpiritual joy, as I am from perfection in holinefs ! } 
- [am averfe, as much as any may be, to that forbidding 


- aufterity, and gloomy, morofe feverity, that fome, under the © 
notion of chriftian ferioufnefs, affect; and rejeét it, as con- 


trary to the genius, and repugnant to the defign, of the gofpel 
of grace, which is glad tidings of great joy, is calculated for, 
and exhorts to rejoicing evermore. And fhould not the 
heirs of glory rejoice? Joy infpired the celeftial harps, when 
grace began it’s reign; and poy fhall clofe the final fcene, 
when glory fhall receive it’s fons. Everlafting confolation is 
theirs: and nothing fyre on earth, can glorify their divine Mafter 

more, than to fee chriftians exult and triumph inhim. But 
then it is a rejoicing only in him, that is honourable unto 
him ; for there is a noify, clamorous mirth, fpringing from a 
vain, unbridjed levity, which is of a contaminating nature, 
defiles the hearts and lips of chriftians, is not a {piritual joy, 
but is carnal and fiefhly, and is in itfelf little lefs criminal 
than that which fwims around the fiotous table of the gracelefs 

reveller, And fad experience tells, it is fatal; not onl 

fatal to that pure, ynmingled, fpiritual joy, that flows from the 
manifeftation of Divine complacency, which is it’s oppofite ; 


but it enervates the foul, cools it’s ardour for divine things, | 


renders it unfit for, reluctant to, and aukward in, the per- 
formance of fpiritual exercifes. And alas! I am perfuaded, 
that chriftians too often find a giddy, mirthful hour to be the 
gloomy funfet of their comfort; and that grief and darknefs 


are the fad dowry it has left them. ~ There is nothing boifte- 


rous in that jov which is unfpeakable, and full of glory: but 
it is peaceful, ferious, and ferene; and, like the gentle ze- 
phyrs, whofe winnowing pinions chear the fultry ether, it’s 
{weet reviving influence refrefhes and exhilarates the foul, 
_ burnifhes the chriftian’s heavenly hope; refines, exales and 
fublimates the affections; fans the kindling fparks of di 


vine 


love 
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love, and purges from all that is impure and hurtful; as wel] 
from thofe annoying propenfities to evil, as from thofe foul. 


diitractings, Chrift-difhonouring fears and doubts, that are 


_ the enemies of the chriftian’s peace, and the bane of his com- 
fort; for it is known by all who have had any experience in 


the fpiritual life, have felt the power of divine grace, and are - 
acquainted with it’s operations upon the foul, that there is no 


| featon, in which the faint has aclearer view of the defilement 


bias towards whatever the vane of vanity fhall verge, 


and defor mity of fin, and feels a more intenfe abhorrence of, 
_and averfion to it, than when he is able, from a comfortable 
hope of intereft in divine favour, to rejoice inthe, Lord. Then. 
it is he puts on Chrift in reality, rejoices in him, and has no 
confidence in the flefh: and fhielded by fuch an invincible 


| 


defence, the ftorms of temptations afiault his fowbkda vain: 


the poifoning darts of unbelief rebound, and poiatlefs fall to 


the ground. His fou! rejoices; his faith, firm as a rock 
amidit the foaming furge, defies the fpite of all his foes: his 
hop¢s take wing from earth, aad, towering, climb the fkies: 


_ his love afcends in flames to heaven: and thofe affections that, | 
when fixed on fenfual obje@&ts, grovel in the duft, now, on 


angelic pinions, (yblimely foar where the beams of funs and 
moons can neverreach. And there is that holy aptnefs and 
readinefs to engage in divine things, while the foul is under the 
influence of this pure and fpiritual joy, which the indulgence 
of carnal mirth utterly deprives of: for while the one, falu- 


_brious and healthful, is aufpicious to the profperity of the foul, 
the other is noxious and injurious, and fpreads barrennefs and 
Jeannefs of foul wherever it is known. It is like the nipping 
blait of winter to our comforts ; makes them fhrivel, fade, and 


oftendie. Like water to our love, it damps, and, has a ten- 


dency, if perfifted in, to quite extinguifh the immortal flame, 


As luxury enfeebles the body, this enervates the chriftian’s 
mind. If we are cold and inanimate, this will freeze us more, 
If in darknefs, this will deepen the gloom. | If doubts diftraét 
us, and fears prevail, this will givethem ftrength. $f afleep, 
this will make the fad opiate ftronger ftill: In fhort, it is in- 
confiftent with the character, itis injurious to the peace, it is 
difhonourable to the name of chriftians, to fee thofe ii that 


| fhould be facred to the fublime praifes of Jehovah, defiled with 
the unhallowed expreffions of fenfual mirth, that {prings from > 


the duft, and in the duft expires: or polluted with empty 
fumes of futile jeft and wit, that evaporate from a frothy heart 
thofe inebriating fumes that intoxicate the foul, and turn it’s 
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It is exceedingly unfeemly to fee the fons of glory, mingled — 
in one promifcuous croud, borne down the rapid flreim of 
cuftom and fafhion, to haunts of finful pleafures ; meanly 
ferring a fcauty fip of naufeous interaicted drigs, to thofe: 
felicitating ftreams of blifs and joy that flow incetffantl: 
from the cryftal fountain of exhauftlefs grace, to whieh their 
thirfty fouls are every day invited ; purfuing a phantom, that 
can boaft of no exiitence but in the airy regions of imagin- 
ation: for the gayeft hearts confefs (thofe bofoms where 


reflection feems almoft to have found a tomb) by the deep 


and anxious fighs that often moleft the boafted pleafures 
of the fportful tribes; that it is a fhadow, and moft a fhadow 
in poffefiion : and however high and lofty proud mirth may 
rear it’s plumy creft, a caroufal around the feftive board, or 
flirt amidft the circles of the gay, it is often “* a face of plea- 

fure, but a heart of- pain.” To call any thing -pleafure, 
befides what flows from that divine, eternal fource where 
cherubs only imbibe their joys, is an arrogant aflumption — 
of a name that nothing, in this dark and dreary vale of tears,” 
can have a right to claim. And to beho!d thofe that profefs 
to be purfuing glory, honour, immortality, and eternal life, 
haunting fuch an empty bubble, that, when pofleft, will 
furely bur{t, and fhed forrow and deflanent over their fouls ;- 
how irrational ! how incongruous ! how big with fatal folly ! 
— Yet there is an abundant reafon for chriftians to rejoice: 
but then it isa fpiritual joy; itis noble, heavenly, and fub- 
lime; a joy that the ftranger intermeddleth not with. And 
did we walk more circumfpectly; did we thirft more for 
it, and properly eftimate the greatnefs of our privileges, 
we certainly fhould enjoy more of it, and the more we en- 


joyed of this, the lefs fhould we long for the drofs of earth. 


Who has fuch caufe for rejoicing as the real faint? Sould not 
a crown of life,—an eternal weight of glory,—a fulnefs of 
joy,—adn eternity of felicity, that neither death, nor all the 
powers of hell and darknefs can ever deprive him of 
(while he ftands firm inthe covenant of the Lord) fill his foul 
with holy exultation ? And who that-has but an humble hope 
of his intereft in them, can meditate an thofe glorious privi- 
leges, and not feel his heart glow with tranfport, and bound — 
with joy !—A love, ftupendous ! unfathomable ! coeval- with 
eternity, fixed on worthlefs rebels !— A love, ftronger in the 
dear and adorable Immanuel, than feoffs, or fcorn, or poverty, - 
poured 
with heavenly emanation, from his bleeding heart; thofe 
infinitely precious itreams, to wath the guiltieft foul from the 
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ffains of fim:—-A love, that ftill is faming in the courts of 
blifs, and prevalently pleading his people’s caufe.—A love, 
that daily pours thofe fweet, divine fupporting influences, 
that make the fecbleft faint a conqueror.—A love, thar 


guards, defends, upholds; and guides through all the thorny 


mazes of this defart world.—A love, that, tm the prefence of 


unnumbered millions; will pronounce them bleffed, and 
triumphantly convey them to eternal joy !—Here is a rock, 
on which to triumph and rejoicé: a bafis firmer than the 
earth’s foundations ; and he who builds on this, builds with 


 fafety: but he 


_ © Who builds on lefs thani this immiortal bafe, 
« Fond as he feems, condemns his joys to death.” 
VA MEDITATION. 
‘THE following meditations lately occurred to rhe, from 


 aview of the _ change {pring had made upon the face 
of the earth. | 


he trees are dreffed in the richeft attire, to 
attraét and pleafe the. eye: inhabited by a variety of the 


winged tribe, finging in lofty ftrains an anthem to their 
- Creator; moft captivating and delightful. The fields are 


filled with corn, promifing a plentiful harveft; the meadows 
‘ftrewed with copious redundance to fupply the cattle. The 
air is perfumed with the fweeteft fragrances from expanding 
flowers, to regale and exhilarate the languid fpirits: were 
it not for this body of fin and death, one had been put 
jn mind of antient paradife. But alas! foon will the {cene 
be changed! The trees undreffed; their naked arms and 
bodies expofed to winter’s rage; all their fine leafy orna-_ 
ments, like tattered nts, caft away, trodden under foot, 

or driven before the wind. The winged choirifters will 
drop. their -warbling notes: the fields and meadows will be 
all flooded with tears, as if for the lofs of their ftores. Who 
can forbear lamenting the uncomfortable change of almoft 
an Eden for a defolate wafte ? Methinks what a monitor is 


here for giddy youth, and fadihg beauty! Alas! many 


(contrary to the wife man’s advice) are forgetting their 


Creator, becaufe youth is on their fide: and others priding 


themfelves, becaufe (perhaps only in imagination) they are 
poflefied of the charms of beauty. Foolifh mortals! Pos | 
th, 
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will very foon change them, as ftern winter will the veges 
table tribe. O that they were wife, that they underftood this, — 
that they would confider their latter end ' Methinks -toog 
what a ftriking emblem this of the chriftian’s experience 
He, by an unerring tongue, is called a tree, a good tree, 
Matt. vii. 17.-A tree of righteoufnefs, Ifa. Ixi. 3.—-but: it 
is too well known, he has his winter, aS well as, his fummer 
feafons. Itis fummer when Jefus, the Sun of righteoufnefs, 
approaches with his enlightening, warm, and healing beams, 
to banifh his clouds inflame his luke-warm 
- breaft, and heal his wounded fpirit. ~Then it is that his — 
mouth {peaks out of the abundance of his heart, and like 
the trees in fummer, the leaves of his profeffion are frefh 
and green.- He fhoots towards heaven in holy delires and 
meditations, and f{preads inevery branch of holinefs. The 
wind of temptation is not able to fhake one leaf of pro- 
feffion. The cup of his foul runs over with joy unfpeak- 
able, and full of glory: hence, like the warbling throng in 
fummer, he chants forth the praifes of his God. Like the 
bufy bee, he improves his fhining minutes as they fly in 
gathering the {weeteft treafures of the knowledge of his 
God. His prayers are not more frequent than ardent. His 
words not more umerous than important, tending to the 
ufe of edifying. On meditation’s wing he often foars to 
-heaven, Every meal (however coarfe) is to him a facrament 
received with thankfgiving, and every facrament an antepait 
of heaven. His Bible is his choiceft treafure : compared 
with it, thoufands of gold and filver are no better than 
drofs; the gofpel it contains has a richer perfume than oint- 


- ment poured forth, and to his tafte, is fweeter than honey 


or the honey-comb. How delightful is eyery moment of 
his fabbath’s ! How attentively (like Mary at Jefu’s feet) he 
fits while the gofpel trumpet founds! His foul feems caught 

up to the thirdheaven! O glorious feafon! 
«His willing foul would ftay 
And fit and fing herfelt away 


To everlafting blifs.” 
alas! how’ foon are thefe feaforis gone ! 
| For “e’re the fleeting hour. is paft, 
| Fhe flattering world employs 
Some fenfual bait to feize his tafte, 


And to pollute his joys.” 
‘ a R 
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____ Perhaps for .a mifplaced affection, mifimprovement of fome 
 plefiing, or for the trial of faith and patience, and to teach ex- 
ience, Jefus, the fun of righteoufnefs, withdraws him. — 
 felf.. Then the God of Juftice feems to frown; blaek clouds, 
gathered over his head, feem ready to burft. Heis now like 
the afftighted: mariner in: a ftorm, furrounded with rocks and 
~ fhould drive him from his anchor of hope. Divine medi- 
 tation’s wings are clipt; and he pores upon hits diftrefs. His | 
words are turned: into: fighs, his: prayers into tears, and his 
ae harmonious fongs into bitter lamentatious: Once he 
gould Yay, “ My beloved ts mine,and:- lam his. What | 
| E render to the, Lord But now he complains, My be- | | 
loved hath, withdrawn thar I knew wheel 
might find him! that I knew the pafture where he feedeth, | 
where he maketh his flock to-reft at noon! O that it were 
with me as in months.paft!’’ He is now likea fith out of © | 
it’s element. His fins both of omiffion and commiffion ap- 
mountainous mercies out of fight: hence death is armed: 
_ with terror, Alas! he has now little’ relifh for the word of 
| God: his Bible is a fealed book: the precious promifes that ~~ . 
ence like golden pipes, gonveyed the water of life to his heart, 
now. yield him little or no comfort. Ordinances are dr 
 breafts. Fhe trees, when fhaking and roaring with the wind, 
remind one of this winter ftate of a believing foul. But iT? 
eomfortable confideration! the trees, however weather- _ 
beaten, are not dead ;. their root abides, and takes deeper hold. 
_ The fhock they have felt, and the feverity they. fo ftoutly 
endure, evidently prove the inviolable truth of their Author,. 
hath appointed both fummer and winter, feed-time and: _ 
 harveft: fo the ftorms and troubles the foul in it’s winter 
 ftate endures, fhall not deftroy, but prove it’s ftability 
_ wpon Chriftthe eternal rock. Then O my friend, it is now 
_ your fummer, if your foul be likea watered garden, improve — 
the bleffed opportunity, in providing for a ftorm which may — 
yet go over your head; and beware of thofe things which 
may haften it on. But isit winter with you? Take com- 
_ fort in this confideration, that every blaft leaves the num- 
 berlefs, Ina little time your winters will be all paft, your 
_ ftorms blown over your head, all your clouds {wept away, and 
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Celeftial milk and honey there, 

_ fmiling plenty crown’d. 
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depart from it. 


a great ornament to your character.—2d. Indu/try ; 


dife—3d. Religion ; that is, to wor and 
_ cording to the rules laid down in the 
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$LERE obferve, ye children and youth, that God, the God 
who made you, and has thus far preferved you, has fhewn 
himfelf mindful of your well-being both in this world and the 
worldtocome: for (Prov. xxii. 6.) he teaches us to train up a 
child in the way he fhould go, and when he is: old he will not 


So it igthe will of your God, oh ye children, that you fhould 


be trained up ina right way. It 1S therefore right and ne- | 
ceflary that your tender minds be early imprefled with confi; 


—o of fobriety, induftry, and religion; thefe are good 
ways for youth to walkin, and God makes this blefled decla- 


ration, that when they are old they will not départ from 


them. 

is our duty to teach, and your to: be 
taught in this {chool, thefe grand principles obriety 
that is, fucha ferioulnefs, gravity, and calmnefis, af will be 
to be fteady, active, and diligent in your e{pective callin 7S. 
This muft be very advantageous to you throu, h the Sretent 
obey 
ible, which you are | 
here learning to read, this mult be of great ufe in this world, 


and will lead you to happinefs in the world to come. | 
Ifthefe bleffed confiderations be early grounded in your 


minds, you will be likely to retain them, and be happy in the 


advantages of them, even to old age; which may God blefs 
to you to this end, for Jefus Chfiit’s fake !~Amen, 


ADDRESS 
THE facred writer mentioned in our laft Addrefs, even 
Solomon, faith Ecclef. xii. 3. “ Remember now thy Creator 


in the days of thy youth’—your youthful minds will] be ear] 


impreffled with fomething; and if they be not fupplied wit 


that which is good, they will, from their own native bias, 
drink in that which is evil from the corruptions with which 
they are daily furrounded. Ye happy, ye rifing generation, 
there can furely be nothing more proper with which to furnifh 


—-your youthful minds than {uitable ideas of your Creator. 


Now, 
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Now, therefore, Remember, be it imprefied upon, and 
retained in your minds that there mutt of neceflity be a God, 
who is the Creator of all things—and that it ig this God who 
created you, and whofe providence feeds and cloaths you, and 
who preferves you in life.—This God too, who made your 
hearts, knows dll your thoughts, both good and bad ; and he 
will bring all your actions, words, and thoughts, good and 


__ bad, into judgment at the Jaft day. Oh, remember, when 


| 


and judge you for it. 


a chearful liberality that does them honour. 


you are tempted to fin, that if you do it your Creator will fee 
and cal] you to account for it. Remember too that your 
Creator fills every place, fees and knows all fecrets, is prefent 
in the darkeft corners, and muft fee every aGtion. Therefore 


{ 


if you act or fpeak, or think wickedly, God will find you out, 


Lethe Editor of the General Baptif? Magazine. 


PLEASE to inform the public, by the means of the-Ge- 


neral Baptift Magazine, that a colleétion was made in four of 


> 


the branches of the Loughboro’ Church on Sunday, June the 


aft, for the young Minifter’s Academy, ‘by brother Robert: 


Smith, of Nottingham, and brother Whitaker, of Melbourn. 


| | | Se d. 

‘When there was collected at Loughboro” 3 3 

6g 


| 


The General Baptift Church at Barton, &c. invited brother 


, when they collected with 
| | i. Ss d. 
At Balfon — 3 6 
At Barton 9 


Toul —— 0 


1 ‘ 

| 


i 

| 

| 
| 

| B: Pollard, of Quorndon, to preach, and colleét among them 

| or the above purpofe, June t | 

| 
| 
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‘A REMARKABLE DREAM OF ‘THE LATE DR 


WRITTEN BY THE REV. SAMUEL CLARK, SON OF THE LATE 
CLARK, OF ST-. ALBAN’S; WHICH HE RELATES IN 
‘THE FOLLOWING MANNER;. COMMUNICATED TO MB, 
| JOHN COLLINGWOOD, BY MR. SHRUBSOLE, AND FROM 
MR. HARRIS. 


THE Doétor and my Father had been converfing together _ 
one evening upon the nature of the feparate ftate, and the pro- 
_ -bability that the fcenes on which the foul would enter upon 

‘it’s leaving the body, would bear fome refemblance to thofe 

with which it had been converfant while on earth, that it. 
might by degrees be prepared for the more fublime happinefs — 
of the heavenly world. ‘This, and other converfation ef the 
fame kind, probably occafioned the following dream: 


The Doétor imagined himfelf dangeroufly ill at a friend’s , 
houfe in London, and after lying in this {tate for fome time, | 
_ he thought his foul left the body, and took it’s flight in fome 
kind of fine vehicle, which (though very different from the 
body it had juft quitted) was ftill material. He purfued his 
courte till he was at fome diftance from the city, when turning 
back, and reviewing the town, he could not forbear faying to 
himfelf, * how trifling and how vain do thefe affairs, in — 
which the inhabitants of this place are fo eagerly employed, — 
' appear to me a feparate fpirit.” At length, as he: was con- 
tinuing his progrefs, and though without any certain di- 
rector, yet eafy and happy in his thoughts of the univerfal 
providence ‘ak government of God, which extends alike to | 
all {tates and worlds, he was met by one, who told him, he © 
was fent to conduct him to the place appointed for his abode; _ 
from whence he concluded that it could be no other than an © 
angel, though, as ] remember, he appeared under the form of 
an elderly man. They went accordingly on together, till they 
came within fight of afpacious building, which had the airof | 
a palace. Upon inquiring what it. was, his guide told him, 
it was the place affigned for his refidence at prefent; upon — 
which the Doctor obferved, that he remembered to have read, 
while on earth, that “ eye had not feen, nor ear heard, nor the © 
heart conceived, what God had Jaid up for his fervants;” 
whereas he could eafily have conceived an idea of fuch a 
building from others he had feen, though he acknowledged 
they were greatly inferior to this inelegance, The anfwer — 


his 
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an6 DREAM, Ac. 


guide made him was plainly fuggefted by the converfatien 
of the evening: it was, that the fcérie firft prefented was 
contrived on purpofe to bear a near refemblance to thofe he 
had been accuftomed to on earth, that his mind might be © 
‘mnore eafily and gradually prepared for thofe glories that 
would open upon him hereafter, and which would at firft 
, fave quite dazzled and overpowered hitn. By this time they 
‘were Come up to the palace; and his guide led him through a oe 
kind of faloon into an innér parlour. The firft thing that © 
 -ftruck him was a large golden cup that ftood upon the table, 
On which were emboffed the figure_of a vine and clufters of 
grapes. He afked his guide the meaning of this? who told 
him, it was the cup in which his Saviour drank new wine 
with his difciplesin his kingdom ; and that the figures carved. 
on it intended to fignify the union between Chrilt and his 
people, implying, that as the grapes derive al] their beauty 
_, and flavour from the, vine, fo the faints, even in a ftate of 
glory, were indebted for their eftablifhment and happinefs 
_ to their union with their Head, in whom they are all com- 
_ pleat. While they were thus converfing, he heard a tap at 


| | the door, and was informed by the angel, that it was the 
_ fignal-of his Lord’s approach, and was intended to prepare 
_. him for the interview. Accordingly, in a fhort time, he— 


i 


_ thought our Saviour entered the room ; and, upon his cafting 
_ himfelf at his feet, he gracioufly raifed him up, and witha 
_ Jook of inexpreflible complacency aflured him of his favour, 
_ and his kind acceptance of his faithful fervices: and as a token 
_ ofhis peculiar regard, and the intimate friendfhip he intended 
to honour him with, he took the cup, and, after drinking of 
‘jt himfelf, gave it into his hands. The Doétor would have 
declined it at firft, as too great an honour; but his Lord re- 
_plied (as to Peter, in relation to wafhing his feet) * If thou 
dysink not with me, thou haft no part in me.” This f{cene, 
he obferved, filled him with fuch a tranfport of gratitude, love, 
and admiration, thathe was ready to fink under it. His Mafter 
feemed fentible_of it, and told him, he muft leave him for the 
prefent,. but it would not be Jong before he repeated his vifit ; 
and in the mean time, he would find enough to employ his 
thoughts in reffecting on what had paffed, and in contem- 
plating the objects around him. As foon as his Lord was  _- 
retired, and his mind a little compofed, he obferved the room 4 
‘was hung round with pictures; and, upon examining them + ie 
more attentively, he difcovered, to his great furprize, that = 
they contained a hiftory of his own life. The moft remark- 
fcenes he had through being thus reprefented 
mo 
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 moft lively manner, it may eafily be imagined how much this 

would ftrike’ and affeét his mind.. The many temptations 

and trials he had been expofed to, and the lignal inftances of 

the Divine goodnefs towards him in the different periods of 

~ his life, which by this means were all prefented at once to his — 

view, excited the ftrongeft emotions of gratitude; elpecially 

- when he refic@ed, that he was now out of the reach of, an 
‘ foture diftrefs, and that all the purpofes of Divine love-and 
mercy towards him were at length happily accomplifhed, 
‘The ecftacy of joy and thankfulnefs into which thefe reflections 
threw him were fo great, that they awoke him. But for 
fome confiderable time after he arofe, the impreftion con-— 
tinued fo lively, that tears of joy flowed down his cheeks ; and 
he faid, that he never on any occafion remembered to have 

felt fentiments of devotion, love, and gratitude, equally — 


ftrong. | 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


To the Editor of he General Baptift Magazine. 


J MAKE no doubt it is your with, that fuch queftions 
| _ @nily-as are calculated to do good: to fouls, individual and 
public good, and efpecially for the advantage of: the rifing: 
generation, fhould be propofed in. your ufeful: Mifeellany. 
ould fome of your pious and learned correfpondents en=: 
deavour to give an anfwer, as pointed as noffibie, to the fol- 
lowing queftions, 1 hope they. will, in fome:meeafure, anfwer: 
‘thefe unf{peakably great and gloriousends.. 
Firft, What are the general caufes of declenfion: in the life: 
and power of religion ? 
Secondly, What is the moft effectual way of promoting a. 
genera} {pread of pure, and undefiled religion through this: 


‘For the General Baptifi Magazine. 


TWO PARTICULAR DISTINGUISHING EXCEL. 
LENCILS IN. THE ANIMAL MACHINE, 
—&. AS our bodies are compofed of flexible. matertals, 
whereby they are liable to receive injuries by too rude’a fhtock 
from’harder bodies,——and- as. the humours are alfo fabject-to 
receive alterations from changes of weather, irregularities in 
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diet, and other accidents, it was needful that the body, be. 
fide the power neceflary for its performing all the functions | 
requifite in a healthy ftate, fhould be provided alfo with 
ether powers, whereby the hurts, and deviations from 4 
healthy condition, might be amended and reftored, 
‘Were there not fuch power in the body, we could 
fcarce arrive at full age in any other than a disfigured con- 
dition, and the lofs of the due action of many parts. But _ 
eur Creator has kindly provided, that the body, upon any _ 
wound received fhould fupply a cement, whereby the divided 
| gli are again united, or throw out granulations, and the 
reach is healed up. Thus a droken bone is made firm 
again by a callus; a dead part is feparated and thrown — 
otf; moxtous juices are driven out by fome of the emunc- 
tories, a redundency is removed by fome fpontancous dif- 
charge ; a bleeding naturally ftops of itfelf, and a great lofs 
of blood from any caufe, is, in fome meafure, compenfated by 
a contracting power in the vafcular fyftem, which accom- © 
modates the capacity of the veflels to the quantity con- 


tained. Thus, the flemach gives information when the 


fupplies have been expended ; reprefents with great ex-— 


actnefs the quantity and the quality of what is wanted in the 


prefent of the machine; and, in proportion as fhe meets 


with negle, rifes in her demand, urges her petition with a 
louder voice, and with more forcible arguments; and for 
it’s protection, the animal body is made capable of refift- 
ing heat and cold in a very wonderful manner, and pre- 
ferves an equal temperature ina burning and in a freezing - 
2. There is a ftill farther excellence or fuperiority in 
the natural machine, yet. more altonifhing, more beyond 
all human comprehenfion, namely, a power to perpetuate, a8 
well as to preferve itfelf. 
A dead ftatue, a painted fhadow on a canvafs, or per-' 
haps, a little brazen clock-work, is the fupreme pride of the 
art of man, his higheit excellence and boaft. 
On the other hand, how glorious and {kilful an artificer 
would he be called, could he but make two of thele pieces 
of ¢lock-work, and fo contrive the hidden fprings and 


motions within them, that they fhould perpetuate their — 


kind, and thus .continye the fame fort of clocks in more 
than a thoufand fucceftigne down to the prefentday. 

Such is the workmanihip of God! Such the amazing 

_ power of his will! Such the long resch of his forefight, 

- who has long ago guarded againit al) poffible deficienci-s, 
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who has provided energy in nature fufficient to replenifi, 
“the world ‘with plants and — to the end of time, by 
the wondrous contrivance his Creation, and the laws. 
- Not all the united powers of hyman nature, nor a. council 
of the niceft artificers; with all their ingenuity and fkill, can 
ever form a fimple goofe-quil or a fu Yet man can producé 
man. Admirable ffeét, yet artleis caufe! A poor, limited 
inferior agent ! The plant and the brute in this matter are 


his rivals, and his 
- The human parent and thé parent bird form. their own 
images with equal tkill but are confined by a kind of divine 
patent éach to his own werk. So the iron fea} transfers it’s 
own figure to the wax with as much eXaéinefs and curiofity 
as the goldén ohe: both can transfer only their own figure.’ 
_ Perhaps there is nota lily or a butterfly now in the 
world, but has gone through thoufand anceftors and yet 
the work of the laft parent is, exquifitely perfect in fhape, 
in colour, and in every perfe@tion’ of beauty: but it is all 
owing to the FIRST CAUSE. 


|. the thoufand evident proofs of the aftonifhing art of the 
he Creator, in forming and fuftaining an animal body fuch as 
 our’s, without feeling the moft pleafing -enthufiafm? Can 
we ferioufly refle&t upon this awful fubje&, without being — 
almoft loft im adoration? without longing for another life | 
after this, in which we may be gratified with the higheft 
enjoyment which our faculties.and natures feem capable of, 
the feeing and comprehending the whole plan of the Creator; 
in forming the animal body, and in directing all it’s opera= 
_ tions? The man who is really an‘anatomif?, yet does not 
fee and feel what I have endeavoured to exprefs in.wordsy _ 
whatever he may be in other refpects; muft certainly labour 
under a dead palfy in one part of his mind. Milton 
could 160k upon the fun at noon day without feeing light: 
the nerves of that organ were infonfible 
See an elegant, entertaining, and very inftructive work; 
entitled, Medical Extracts, by Dr. Thornton, Vol 1. Part 2nd, 


p- 27.) | J. 
For the General Boptif? Magazine: — 
IN the reign of the licentious :nd perfecuting Charles ITd. 


there | ved at Harring worth, in the county of Northampton, 


| 
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Who canknow and confider, fays the celebrated Dr. Hunter; 
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_ Ing with Stephen one day as he was attending his fleecy 


| nefs. ‘This is a {phere fuited to a perfon of your qualifications. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


a Diflenting Minifter of the General Baptift perfuafion, — 
whofe namé was Stephen Curtis, who followed the bumble 
and peaceful occupation of a Shepherd ;—an occupation ren- 
dered venerable by it’s antiquity, and refpectable by fuch 
names as Abel; Jacob, David, and others; and which cannot ~ 
juftly be thought the moft unnatural affociation with that of — 
the minifter or paftor. The clergyman of the parifh, full of | 
the high-flown trotions too generally attendant on his order ; 
and, doubtiefs, thinking it the higheft prefumption in a man 
to mount the roftrum, without having fpent fome years at 


édllege, and pafled under the holy hands of a bifhop; meet- 


| charge, the following humorous dialogue enfued. 
| Clerg. Now, Stephen, you are minding your’ proper bufi- 


But, when ‘you leave the tending of fheep, and take it upon 
you to inftruét and fhepherd men, you invade a province 
which does not belong to you, and for which you are in no 
wayquilified, 


Steph. Why fo, Sir? 


Clerg. Becaufe you have not been at College bilo have» 
had no education ;—you know nothing of Latin, and Greek, 


and Hebrew. 


| Steph. True, Sir; but is it abfolutely neceffary to be ac- 
quainted with thofe languages to be able to inflruéct mankind 
Inthe doétgnes of the gofpel ? 

| Clerg. Moft certainly. 

“Steph. Be fo good, Sir, as to tell me the name of your horfe 


| 


With this the clergyman immediatel 


| 
| 


complied. 


ts Steph. Now, Sir, though you have told me the name of your 


_horfe in three languages, you have added nothing of impor- 
_ tance to the ftock of my ideas. I am now no better ac- 
_ quainted with the nature or properties of that animal than | 


. Glerg. Aye, aye, but there are other matters taught at Col- 


dege, Stephen, befide the languages. There is rhetoric, and 


logic, and feveral more, with which a minifter fhould be ac- 
-quainted, and of which you are intirely ignorant. Why, é-. 
can prove, by logic, that Stephen Curtis is an oe | 


Steph. Pray; Sir, how will you do that? | 

| Clerg. dn the following manner: | 

Stephen Curtis hath two ears, 

| Ergo—Stephen Curtis is an a/s. 
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Steph. O1 in that way I can prove that the parfon isa 


The devil is black, | ‘2 
Ergo---the parfonisadevil, | 
This doughty. champion of the church, finding that, if 
‘Stephen were deftitute of f{cholaftic learning, he was poffefled 
of common fenfe, and as adroit at the parfan’s weapon as hime - 
felf; and berag compleatly foiled, and having nething further 
to lb fpurred his horfe, and rode off in dudgeon, leaving 
honeft Stephen to enjoy his trnumph, 
_ Tradition fays, that this good man was one of the thoufands 
that fuff red imprifonmeat in that profecuting reign; and that 
he was aman of an unblemifhed character, and much refpected 
in his neigibourhood. The keeper-of Northampton prifon, in 
which he was confined for three years or more, induced by his 
good behaviour, fhewed him much lenity. He would fuffer 
him occufionally to go fecretly home to his family, (perhaps at 
the hazard of lofing his place,) relying on his veracity for his 
punctual return. It is-alfo faid, that his wife behaved very 
heroically on the occafion. When the inftruments of power 
were conducting him to prifon, inftead of indicating éver- 
whelming dittrefs, fhe did all in her power to comfort and:en- 
courage him; exhorting him to bear his fufferings, in fo good 
a caufe, with chriftian fortitude; and to be perfuaded thatia 
kind Providence would afluredly take care of thofe, in hig abe 
fence, from whom he was fo vielently and unjuftly feparated, 


“t For the General Baptift Magazin 
_ OF THE SUPERIORITY OF MAN ABOVE — 


AFTER having admitted, in:thefullefhextent, every fair 
comparifon that can be made between man andthe maft perfect 
or the other animals; acknowledging that.porh have bodies of © 
matter organized inemany refpects, alike;.that the bodies of 
both are made up of hanes, mulelesyand'bloodaveffels, organs 
refpiration, eireulation, and digeftion; 
and nerves apparently of the fame fybftance and textures that 
in deth, thofe are the organs of willy of fenfation; andiof 
tion ; that doth poffefles five fenfes of the.fame nature, and 
havea refemblance in many of their appetites and inclinations ; 
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the of their children. 
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pea all alee the internal faculties of the moft 
intelligent of the brute creation will be found, upon a juft 
eftimation, ata prodigious diftance beneath thofe of men. 

The actions of the one feeming to proceed from the impu Yfe 
of fome want, the ifcitement fome appetite, or fome con- 
trolling {pring within them, which oblige 


s them fo perform 
the fame thing in the fame manner ; fo all ‘their boafted 
iworks, the | of ev 


ery fpecies, are as uniform as if they 
Ahad been all caft in the fame mould. This appears in their nefts, 


in their cells, fot ‘all their works which’ aftonith us, are 


formed by an smevitable neceffi uty, like the growing of a plant, 
or the cryftallization of a falt. - 


One race of the moft intelligent fpecies never improves upan 
” former, nor one individual upon another. 


At the of the elephant’s life, ‘he know 
that he did not know at the Sedatig? What. does the young 
elephant learn from the of his father? 


Even attention te their young, the moft' univerfal and mot 
amiable part of the charaéter of irrationa] animals, feems in- 
dependent of fentintent and reflection, and to préceed from the 


fame blind impulfe which prownpts them to build fuch a kind.of 


‘neft, and fit {uch atime on their eggs ; ‘for after a fhort pe- 
riod ‘thofe young are intirely negleced, and no traces of affection, 
or the fmallef tender recollection, feems any longer to fubfift 
between the parent and the offspring. © © 

How differentis this ftom the fenfation of the esas ip ecie ? 
where the father and mother feel ‘their ‘youth arid 
their exiftence multiplied in their children, whom they endeae 
thei to turn from the allusements of folly, and by ee 

r minds a defire of knowledge and x ful attainments ; 
from the wretchédnefs' of ‘vacancy and ¢éutempt, attendait 


ignerance ; who. encourage exertion, fupport shent 


‘difappointment, whofe ‘chief depends on the 
aoe ty of their offipring, and who feel the appreach of age 
out fadnefs, while the ‘evening of their lives arr’ 


Sometimes with a voice, man ig 
celebrating, in a 
At other times; by ‘¢ he changes a dyll 
and canvas, into a 
do we fee him, with in his hand, 


tmating the marble, and brafs. 
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_ with his Creator. / 


you think the following lines the 
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Now dowe behold him, by the affiftance of a microfcope of 


“his own invention, difcovering mew werlds, amidit snvefidle 


atoms, ov penetrating the fecret exercife and frufture of a pare 


ticular organ. 


Atother times, by changing this microfcope into a tele{cope, 


he pierces into the heavens, and there contem plates Saturnand 


home, he prefcribes laws to thefe celeftial bodies, 
defcribes their paths, meafures the earth, and weighs the fun. 

"Afterwards, dire€ting his attention towards the more ufeful 
ftudy of organized beings,» he dives into the laws of the ani- 
mated fibre, examines the relations of different parts, and by 
an attentive view of their various perfeGtions, he fees achain — 
formed which rehends the whole, 
' But the moft perfec? mark of the greatnefs of man, and of bis 
high exaltation above other animals, is the commercé he holds 


Wrapped in the thickeft darknefs, the ref? of the animal 
creation are ignorant of the hand that formed them. ‘They 
enjoy an exiftence, but cannot trace the auther of life. 

‘lan alone {oars to God the principle, and proftrate at the 
foot of the throne of the Almighty, he adores with the pro-~ 


- foundeft fentiments of veneration, and with the moft livel 


gratitude, the ineffable goedne/s that created him. — | 
Med. Extr. vel. i. p. 36. 


To the Editor of the General. Baptif?’: Magazine, 
Dear Sir, 


infertion of 


Your Sy 


3 R. S. 
Extract of Letter from Bourn, Lincolnfoire, May 5, % 


“ YESTERDAY, at two o’clock; P. M. we experienced 


the moft dreadful ftorm of thunder, lightning, and hail, at- 
‘tended with a ftrong S$. W. wind, ‘that has been known in 


this country for many years; {carce a fingle houfe but has _ 
fuffered confiderably; in many not’a fingle pane of glafs 
left, the hail-ftones were of an uncominon fize; I have feen 
many of the fize of pigeons eggs, and fome as large as hens; — 
bndeed ‘they had rather the appearance of fragmonts of broken — 
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dred pounds, the fruit blofloms are entirely cut off, and all 


the productions of the gardens that were above ground ; > the 


corn fields cyt 2 fhocking appearance, but as the corn is young, 
we hope it will come about again, except the beans, which 
it is feared will be loft. The lightning was very yivid, and 


laited about an hour. I have noi yet beard what damage has: 
been done in the fields’ on the.ftyck, but fear many lambs, ' 


dc. muft have been loft, In fhort, te whole da:rage done 
in this town and it’s vicinity is at prefenc incalculable. I do 


“pot hear that it was very exteafive in it’s violence, as at F alk. 


and little damage was pone," 


| 
| | 


IMPROVEMENT, 


forth, 
aud thunders roll abroad, to fhake and the earth. 
hoa know thy will, they marie thy beck’n- 


And pat, or blafting kill, 2s thou dof give 


mand. 
Thou only art our fenced tow’r, our help is in i grace; 


Defend us in this and our dwelling 


BERRIDGE, 


ERTRAGT OF A LETTER TO A FRIEND, 


RECEIVED. the and your yery kind and 


. friendly letter fo long fince, that I am truly afhamed not to 


have thanked you forthem muchfooner. I am much obliz ved 


by the concern you exprefs for my blefs the Lord 
my health is tolerable. 


“This laft winter has been a very trying one to all invalids 
and old people; and we have had repeated calls from all fides 


_ to prepare to meetour God, But the call is too little attended to ; 


the things of time and fenfe engrofs fo mueh of our thoughts, 

that (as you jultly gbferve) we feem to forget thofe of eternity. 
Thefe things ought not fo to be; andit is my earneft defire 

and prayer to live above the world; and to have my affections 


‘fs on heavenly things, and not on things below. Ob! that I 


could live mare ach on hin who died me; he does all 


ice than hail-ftones. ‘Fhe damage done in this finall town by 
breaking the windows, cannot °. lefs chan fix or feven hun. 


things | 
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 thoufand and altogether lovely. 
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things well, and does not, indeed, willingly or 
his children. But our fins as a nation call aloud for judgment, 
and if we will not be warned by what has been inflicted on 
other nations, we may expect to feel the avenging rod more 
feverely than we have yetdone. But the Lord rei ‘neth, and 
he has faid in'the word of truth, that it fhall be well, with the 
righteous , with thofe whe are living in his fear: ‘either he 
will keep them from the evil, or he will give them ftrength 
in the day of trial. 

Therefore real chriftians ought not to be fo ankioufly con- 
cerned at the gloomy appearance of the times, knowing that 
nothing can happen but by his perntiffion who is the head 
over all principalities and SB: and can fay to the moft: 
threatning calamity, ‘ hit erto fhalt thou come, and no 

further.” 

f believe prayer is the moft likely means to avert thefe 
judgments which are hangi over our heads ; it has done ~ 
wonders in former doubt not but it will have the 
& now that it had then : God is ftill the fame. 


When Ifra’} was his 
When Aaron was his prieft, 
When Mofes cry’d, when Samuel pray had 


gave his reft.’”” 


Jefas Chrift is the fame yefterday, today, for ever: 
He -has al power committed to him, and we cannot doubt 
his love favo he fhed his blood to fave us from eternak mifery. - 
Oh, that I had but more confidence inhim. “Phat I didbut 
fee him, without inverruption, “ the chiefeft among ten 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


I am forry. your fainily has had a thare ifr the epice- 
mic diforder fo prevalent in many parts of the country; but I 
hope they are now inuch better. ‘lhefe things are. fome of 
the prefctiptions of our beft Payfician, (as 1 have heard a: 
old minitter obferve) and he knows what is beit 

I hope ne wil! give you encreafing grace and ftren 


your important ftation ; and that you wilh have the 


tion of fecing more aud more, that your labours are not in 


vain in the Lord) Our dear Lord and Mafter fays, “ Ke 


thou faithful unto death, and | will give thee a crown of life.” 


“ May he enable us fo to ‘amie as to obtain.” ‘My love to. 
‘your dear part.cr. 


ae. ainy dear Sir, in bur common Lord, 
Your’ s affectionate 


London, 17,1800. SORO 
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286 CORRESPONDENCE. 
MEDITATION on Matt. xiii. 43. 


_ ™ Then thal the righteous thine forth as the fun in the king 


1. THESE words are the conclufion of the explanation of 
a ftriking parable which our Lord had previoufly delivered in 
the audience of the multittide, concerning the wheat andthe _ 
tares, which made fuch an impreffion upon the minds of his _ 
difciples, that they availed themfelves of the firft Opportunity 
to requeft Jefus to declare it’s meaning unto them. How 
happy his difciples in having fuch an expofitor! And how 
happy art thou, O my foul, in the pofleffion Of this ex- 


4 pofition! 


“a. This world is the field in which the wheat and the 
stares are now growing promifcuoufly together; and ever 
perfon living is reprefented by one or ‘the other of thefe a 
terms; and I myfelf am either ripening for the garner of 
heaven; or growing in the field to be bound up in. fome 
bundle of finful, impenitent, and unbelieving wretches, to be 
caft into the furnace of hell, where there will be “ weeping 
and wailing, and gnafhing of teeth.” aoe 
4. The righteous, or the children of the kingdom, as they — 
are called, ver. 38, have not been always pofleffed of this cha- 
racter ; becaufe the {cripture, when defcribing the fallen ftate 
_ of man, fays, “ there is none righteous, no not one,” Rom. | 
TO. The whole world is become guilty before God. All | 
have finned, and come fhort of the glory of God, Rom. iii. 
19. 22. And the apoftle further fays; when writing to the | 
fame people, chap. v. 19. “ For as by one man’s difobedience 
many were made finners, fo by the obedience of one fhall 
|. many be made righteous.” This one is Chrift, the Son of 
Mee God, in whom dwells all fulnefs; yea, the fulnefs of the 
Godhead; by his compleat obedience, his obedience unto 
death; even the death of the crofs: reconciliation was made 
for iniquity, and everlafting righteoufnefs brought in, Dan. _ 
ix. 24. “The name, the emphatical name, by which he is | 
called, is, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, Jer. 
xxiii. 6. In his righteoufnefs believing finners are exalted, 
and in this they boaft all the day long. Oh, my foul, happy | 
is thy ftate if thou art found in Chrift; thy tranfgreffions are ol 
forgiven, thy fins are covered. “ Thou art accepted inthe — 
- beloved ;” Gop is thy Father, Curist is thy Advocate, and 
the Hoty Spirit thy Comforter. Thou art pofleiled of 
gracehere, anc glory awaitstheehereafter. = 


— 
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- 4. But in the prefent ftate believers and unbelievers are 
mixed together, the tares are lifting up, their heads among the 
wheat: yet they muft not be rooted up, but grow together — 
until the harveft; a plain proof that chriftians-fhould not | 
deftroy the lives of their fellow creatures; the Redeemer 
nee to deftray men’s lives, but to fave them. Imper- 
fection, in various ways, cleaves to the beft-of God’s people ; 


their real excellencies are not properly difcerned, and a large 


hare of reproach from a wicked world often falls to their lot; 
and the frailty of their earthly tabernacle; groaning beneath a 
load of infirmities, greatly div the glories of an nae 

g. The harveft, when it arrives, will produce an aftonifh- 
ing change, the angelic reapers, with inexpreffible diligence; 
fhall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend; the 
proud and all that do wickedly fhall then be as ftubble; the - 


tares fhall be bound up in bundles; there will probably be 


bundles of lyars, and fwearers, and drunkards; bundles of 
proud imperious opprefiors and extortioners; bundles of 
half hearted, formal and hypocritical profeflors ; of deczivers, 
and perfecutors for righteoufnefs fake ; who have, in every 
age, wa{ted the hiner of God. ‘Bundles. of the fearful and 
unbelieving, of Atheifts and Deifts, and of all whofe names 
are not found in the Lamb’s book of life. ‘“Thefe muft all be: 
caft into the lake of fire, and be punifhed with everlafting de- 
ftruction from the prefence of the Lord, and the glory of his | 
power, 2 Thef.i. 8,9. Oh, my foul! confider how tre- 
mendous this harveft will be, and what an unipeakable biefling 
if thou art at that time bound up in the bundle’ of life, © 
6. But oh how tranfcendantly glorious does the other part 
of this all important {cene appear: ‘ then fhall the righteous 
fhine forth as the fun.” O bleffed ftate, to which the 
righteous will then be advanced; the fun, the moft luminous 
and fplendid of all the works of God with which we are ac- 
quainted, 1s made the emblem of the faints in glory, = 
Chrilt will prefent his church a glorious ehurch; yea, like 
thé fun for glory. No fia fhall ftain it’s beauty, no imper- 
fection, bodily or mental, fhal) tarniff it’s luftre. No afflic- 
tion fhall touch them, no reproach remain upon them: ng 
want attend them, no complaint be heard among them, no 
tears trickling down their cheeks, no forrows overwhelming 
them, this Corruptible muff put on incorruption, and ‘this 
moitai put dn immortality, and death itfelé be fwal'owed up 
in vitory. The Lamb, which isin the midft of the throne, 
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which will much oblige, 
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fhall feed them, and fhall lead them unto living fountains of 
waters, and God fhail wipe away all tears from their eyes,” 
_ & There Jefus, like a fun of funs, 
- Fills the whole heav’ns with joy ; 
Pleafure divine, in torrents runs, 
And fwims in ev’ry eye. 
O! ’tis aland of ftrange delight ! 
No metaphor can fhew,, 
Joys fo tranfcendant,, infinite, 
Which there for ever flow.” © 


Barton Hymns,. p. 245. 


Fo the Editor of the General Baptif? Magazine. 
AS your friend, J. T. has given fome, very inftructive 

anfwers to fome important queftions in our Magazine, fhall 

be glad of his judgment on the following text, x Cor..vii. 14. | 


ConsTanT READER. | 


HINTS reEsPecTinG THE BAPTISTS. 


| 


J AN. 18, 1640-1, fays Mr: Fuller.*, « This day happened 
the firft fruits of Anabaptiftical infolence; when eighty of that. 


fect, mecting at a houfe in St.Saviour’s in Southwark, preached, _ 
that the ftatute in the 35th of Elizabeth, for the adminiftra- 


tion of the Common-Prayer, was no good law, becaufe made 
by bifhops ; that the king cannot make a good Jaw, becaufe 
not perfectly regenerate; that he was only to be obeyed in 
civil matters. Being brought before the Lords, they con- 
fefled the articles, but no penalty was inflicted upon them.” 
But this isa very imperfect and partial account of this matter, 


“as appears by the church-book, or journal kept by this people. 


It was not an Anabaptiit but an Independent congregation, 


though there might be fome few among them holding that 


| 
* Church book xi. p. 172. | 
opinion 
| | 
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| 


opinion. They met in Dendews s-place, having at that 
~ time one Mr. Stephen More for their paftor; and being 


afflembled on the s-day, for religious worfhip as ufual, 


though not with their former fecrecy, they were difcovered 
and taken, and by Sir John Lenthal, the marfhal of the 
-King’s-Bench, commitied to the Clink Prifon. 
The next morning fix or feven of the men were by an 
order from above, carried up to the Houfe of Lords. It was 
aliedged againft them, as Fuller fays, that they had preached _ 
againft the king’s fupremacy in ecclefiaftical matters, and. 
againft the ftatute of the 35th of Elizabeth, that eftablifhes 
the Common-Prayer, and forbids all affembling for ligious 
~worfhip, where it is not ufed. 
Lords examined them ftri@ly concerning their princi- 
ples; and they.as freely acknowledged, that they owned no 
other head of the church but fefus Chrift; that no prince had 

wer to make laws to bind the confciences of men; and that 

ws made contrary to the law of God were of no for ertet 

ys things now ftood, the Lords could by no means dif- 
- countenance thefe principles ; ; and therefore, inftead of in- 

fiicting any penalty, they treated them with a great deal of 
refpect and civility; and fome of the houfe enquired, where - 
the place of their meeting was, and intimated, that they would 
come andhear them. Are accordingly three or four of the 
peers did go to their mecting or the Lord’s-day following, to 
the great {urprize and wonder of many. The people went on 
in their ufual method, having two fermons# inboth which one 
treated of thofe principles for which they had been accufe 
groundjng their difcourfes on the wordsof our Saviour, ** All 
power is given unto me, in heaven and in earth.” After this they 
received the Lord’s-fupper, and then made a collection for the 
poor ; ; which the Lords contributed liberally with them ; 
and at their departure fignified their fatisfaGtion. in what they 
had heard . and feen, and their inclination to ‘come again, 
But this made too much noife, and gave toogreat an alarm 
_ to the mob, for them to venture a fecond time. And per- 
haps this was the firft diffenting meeting pas eyer had fo 
great an honour done it. ~ 

This church, as appears by theif was onftituted 
about the year» "1621. The firft paftor thereof was one Mr, 
Hubbard, or Herbert, a learned man, of épifcopal ordina- 


tion; who having left the church of England, took upom bm 


the paftoral care of this church, and with them went into Jre- 
there died. hey returned again into England, 
and 
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and fettled about London; and chofe Mr. John Cann, 
(famous for filling up a Bible with marginal notes, much 
valued to this day) to be their paftor; who attended that 
fervice for fome time, and at length, with fome of the mem- — 
pers, left the chuich, and went to Amfterdam, and there con- 
tinued with the Englifh church many years: and though he — 
game into England afterwards, yet he returned to Amfter- 
_ glam, and there died. After his: deceafe, the church here 
_ ¢hofe Mr. Samuel How, who was a Baptift, though his pre- 
_ dleceffors were not; for this church feems from the beginning, 
or at leaft very early, to havekept mixedcommunion. 
. He fervedin this miniftration about feven years, and died 
|. very much lamented, In his time they were perfecuted be- 
| yond meafure by the clergy and bifhops courts; and he dy- 
under the fentence of excommunication, chriftian burial, 
as it was termed, was denied him; and a conftable’s guard 
_ fecured the parifh ground at Shoreditch, to prevent his being» 
buried there. At length he was buried at Agnes-le-Cleer ; 
_. nd feveral of his members, according to their defire, were 
_ afterwards interred there alfo. He wrote that little book fo 
often printed, called, How’s Sufficiency of the Spirit's 
_ teaching, &c.” and was very famous for his vindication of 
_ the do@trines of feparation ; and both he and his people were. 
_ much haraffed for it by their enemies, and were forced to 
- meet together in fields and woods to avoid them. It was 
_ fome confiderable time after his deceafe, that the church chofe 
“Mr. Stephen Moore; who was their paftor when the difturb- 
_ ance happened which is mentioned by Fuller. He feems to 
_ have been a Pedobaptift; had been a deacon of their church, 
_ Qs appears by their records ; was well gifted for the work of 


the miniftry, and aman of good reputation, and poflefled of an 


aa contributed not a little to the increafe ef Antipadobap- 
_ tifm in thefe times, that fome of the greateft writers for 


reformation {poke favourably of that Opinion, and the reafonae 
blenels of granting libertyto thofethat heldit, 
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Fi or the General Baptift Magazine. 


Harr. lovely Summer, queen of feafons, hail ! 
where fhe fhines from that celeitial cloud, 
_ Which flow defcends, with heavenly treafures fraught 
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Now walks the meadows o’er with dewy fteps, ee 
rofy fingers, fcattering {weeteit {cents, 
And flinging balmy odours through the air. | 
The gardens now afford a {weet repaft, 
‘And call to early rifing: nature here, - 
Robed i inher beft attire, with liberal hand = 
Brings forth the rich variety to view: 
W antons and plays, and waves her balmy wings, 
Dropping with myrrh—— 
Here lovelieft flowers raife their exalted heads, 
Or blufhing near the fur face court the 
Open their beauteous bofoms to the fun, i 
Glowing with gold, or various colours mixt, nc) 
Form brilliant contrafts, and delightful fhades. be 
Which way I turn my feet or roll my eye, 
New fcenes attract my fight, and ftrive to pleafe 
The mind infatiate: here the fpacious lawn. 
Wide ftretching forth in rich embroidery dreft : 
Violet and primrofe pale, delicious flowers, 
With cryftal rivulets flow gliding through ; 
Lofing themfelves ’midit fragrant woods and BrOvES, | 
Bredthing {weet infence: here I ftand and gaze, 
And drink full draughts of blifs, yet thirft for more. 
The larks loud mattin hails the riling day: 
The thruth, the blackbird, from the neighbouring SP 
With birds of leffer fame, hl the glad air 
With notes melodious, and mine ear withjoy. 
See where the well-train’d vine ftretches her arms, 
_ And grafps luxuriant o’er the funny wall 
Beneath the foliage green clofe hid appears 
The embryo fruit, promiling autuimn’s crop, 
And fills the hufbandmaa with fecret joy. 
This {weet recefs with mingled bleff, 
Paints to the fancy that delicious f pot 
W here ihe firft parents of the human race 
In innocence {pent their convivial hours, 
E’re dreaded fin rais’d his detefted head, 
that of the whole creation*® direful fong— 
‘hro’ the calm air defcendthefilentdews 


Soft without preffure on the graily fpires: 
the young harveft drinks fupplies from heaven. 
: he rifing {un with horizontal beams “3 
Gleams o’er the fhining fields: now gazes hot. 
From his high throne, feeds on the pearly dros 
AY -d in exchange darts down his vital warmth. 
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The embryos kernel feels the foftering ray, 

Till the full corn {wells every well-fill’d ear 5 

And yellow harveit fhines from: field to field. 

_ Now from the humble cottages obfcure, ss 
Where peace and {weet contentment mix and reign, 
The brawny ruftics iflue forth, each arm’d 
With glittering fcythe, and at his fide the {cr Ips, ; 
Straight tothe deftin’d field they fhape their courfe; 


‘When there arriv’d, with {weeping {troke they'cut 
_ The fmiling herbage; flowers of various hue 
Unheeded fall betore the fhiping fteel. 


Clofe at their heels.a female troop appears, © 

In virgin majefty and modeit pridey ts 
Sweet blufhing ; who, with rimble adtion, fpread 
‘The fading foliageo’er the levell’d plain; 
‘Then rake in many a row, frorn fide to fide, _ 
Now raife in little heaps, with tripping fpeed, 
And grafly hillocks croud the laughing meads. 
Creation now appearsinlovelieft drefs: 
In paradifaic beauties yeil’d, fhe fmiles. — 
Surrounding hedges charm the ftraying eye, 


‘Gliftering with white, or gay in crimfon dies, — 


Hawthorn and rofe, and honey-fuckle fweet. 
‘The trees full plum’d, with verd’rous beauty clad, 
Form leafy arches fair, of cool recefs ; Tae 

Wave to the wind, and fmile in living green. | 
~The fun looks down from his eaperial throne, 

Pierces the deep recefles of the earth; 

Millions of beings feel th’ enlivening ray, 

Burft into life, aud throng the vital air. 
The well-fet orchards and prolific fields 

Ripen a-pace their fruits for ufe of man, 

Aud furoifh matter for autumnal fong. 


Othat fome happier bard would feize the pen; 
Agd fnatch the fubject from my feeble mind, 


Ja, N— H~, orelfe Manilius, while 
ith weaken’d nerves, and brow cover’d with fweat, 


‘Toil under burning funs for daily bread, — 


Yet not reluctant, but of willing mind. 
Soon fhall thefe toils and labours all be o’er, — 
And worldly cares perplex my mind no more ; 


; Soon fhall I join the happy choir above, 


In their {weet anthems of redeeming love | 
To fee my deareft Lord, and fing his praife, 
With faints and angels through eternal days. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


On Tuefday, Wednefday, and Thurfday, the 24th, 25th, 
and 26th of lait month, (June;) was the annual Affociation of 
the New Connection of General Baptifts, at Spalding, in 
Brother D. Taylor, Chairman. 
Brother Bartol, and } 
Brother WW. Taylor, J 
Brother W. Burgefs, and } ge seh 
Bufinefs was opened by prayer at fix o'clock on Tuefday 
evening. 
_ In order that brother FT. Ewen might be confidered as a 
member of this Affociation, it was firft agreed to enquire whe- 
ther the churches confeit to the admiffion of the church at 
March into our connection. [ut at this early periog of the 
bufinefs, no information on the fubjeét had arrived from 
fourteen churches ; and one demurred on account ‘of an. 
omiffion of one article, (on the divinity of Carift,) in the pro- 
feflion of faith, fent from the church at March, “Phe conclu- 
fion was therefore deferred tili the following morning, when ~~ 
it appeared that another church demurred on the fame account, 
Brother Ewen, however, gave fuch information to the 
Affociation: on that fubje&, as was fatisfactory ; and the 
church at March was received, aud put on the lift of the united. © 
- churches | 
Met again at feven o’clock on Wednefday morning. Bro- 
ther Atterby prayed, and the {tates of the churches: were read, 
At half paft ten.o’clock public worihip was begun. Brother 
W. Felkin prayed, aud Brother R. Smith preached from 
4,Co. i. 18. For the preaching of the crofs is to them that: 
perifh, foohthnefs ; but unto us who are faved, it is the 
power of God.” — Ar half paft-two in the afternoon, . 
public worlhip recominehced. Brother J.. Freefton prayed; 
and brother D. Taylor preached, from Rom. xvi. 3. “© Greet 
Aquila and Prifcilla, my helpers in Chrift Jefus.”-——Ae half 
pait fix inthe evening, public worfhip opened a third time; 
brother EK. Whitaker prayed, and brother J. Deacon preached, 
from Rey. xxil. 21. “ The grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift be 
with you all, Ainen.” Atterwards attended to Afiociation 
bulineis; and continued it throughout the next day, The 
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Rev. Mr. Jones, Trowbridge, Wilts. 
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progrefs will be in the minutes of 
will foon be publifhed. 

Agreed, that a letter, recommending the General Baptift 
Academy, and requefting proper perfons to receive fubfciip- 


- tions for the fupport of it, be sirculated as extenfively as may 
_ be through the médium of the General Baptitt Magazine, 


and the printed minutes. Alfo that fome feparate copics of st 
be printed for the purpofe of private circulation, among Our 
correfpondents in different parts. 


of the perfons who are to intereft them- 
” felves in favour of the General Baptift Academy of the new 


Conne@ion, and to receive fubfertptions for the fupport of it; 


here follows ; and the letter is intended to be — in our 


next Number. 


A Lif of perfons requefted to intereft cheanfelves in favour of | 


the Academy, eftablifhed by the new Connection of Gea 
neral Bapti(ts, and to receive fublcriptions for it’s fupport : 


Rev. Mr. D. Ta ylor, London—and Mr. William Shenfton, 
No. 18, Rowland s-row, or Mr. James Taylor, ‘No. 855 
‘Union-ftreet, Bifhopfgate-ftreet. 

Rev. Mr John Kingsford, Deal, Kent. 

William Kingsford, Efq. Canterbury.) 

Rev. Mr. Hobbs, Chatham. | 

Rev. Kingsford, Portfea, Hants! 

Rev. r. Aldridge, Lindhurft | 

Mr. William Wornell, Downton, Wilts. 


| 


Rev. Mr. Birley, St. Ives, Hunts. 


ae Rev. Mr. Ewen, March. 


Rev. Mr. Jofeph Binns, Bourne, Lincolnfhire. 


George York, Wifbeach, 
_ Mr. William Stanger, Fleet, Lincolnfhire. 


Rev. Mr. Bartol, Spalding, Lincolnfhire. 
Rev. Mr. W. T aylor, Boiion, Lincolufhire. 


Rev. Mr. Samuel Wright, Peterborough. : 
Mr. Clarke, Mercer, Gofberton, Lincolnthire. 
Mr. Richard Greflwell, Mercer, Burgh. 
Mr. Jofeph Dent, Maltby, Lincolnthire. 

Mr. Robert Healley, Louth, Lincolnhire. 

Ree: Mr. William Atterby, Killin holm, Lincolnfhire. 
Mr. George Francis Kirton, ] zindfey, Lincolnfhire. © 

Rey. Gilbert Boyce, Lincolnihire. 


‘Rev. 
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Rev. Benjami Pollard, Quorndon, Leicefterfhire. 


Rev. John Deacon, Leicefter. 
~ Rev. Samuel Deacon, Barton, Leicefterfhire. 
Richard Thurman, Wime(would, Leicefterthire: 
Rev. Edmund Whitaker, Melbourne, Derbyfhire. 
‘Rev. Thomas Pickering, 
Rev. Robert Smith, Nottingham. | | 
Rev. Jofeph Freeftone, Hinckley, Leicefterfhire. 
Rev. Jofeph Ellis, Halifax, Yorkthire. _ 
Rev. John Taylor, Queenfhead, Yorkthire. 
- Rev. William Felkin, Kegworth, Leicefterfhire. 


ON June 28th the Rev: J. Evans, from London, preached at the General 


Baptift Meeting Houfe, at Quorndon, Leicefterthire; for the benefit of the 
Siinday School, lately eftdblithed there, on a new and improved plan. The 
text was Good hopé through grace.”” The fermon was weil approved in gene- 
ral, and the colle€tion dmounted to 13]. 43. 7d. exclufive of the regular annyat 
{ubfcriptions. | | 


PEACEFUL DEATH SISTER JENT. 
THE arrows of death are flying around us and many of 
our friends are falling vitims to his all-conquering arm. 


It therefore becomes us to ftand on the verge of the grave, — 


and with filent revererice to liften to that folemn admonition — 


which is addrefled to us, “ be ye alfo ready!” While fuch 
{cenes prefent themfelves to our view, nothing can impart 
greater fortitude and fweeter ferenity to the foul than this 
confideration, that our friends and fellow-travellers who 
laboured under the fame infirmities; and ftruggled with 


_ the fame fears as we ourfeives doj—{miled in the agonies of 


_ death,——and; through the grace and righteoufnefs of the Lord | 


Jefus Carift, triumphed over the laft enemy: This was re- 


markably verified in the happy death of our dear fifter Jent, 


member of the General Baptift Church at Lorigford, who died 
the latter end of June; 1799; in the 37th year of her age. 
All we with to cr is this, that we have folid and rational 
a ground to conclude, that fhe was a partaker of the grace of 

od, and that Chrift was formed in her the hope of glory. 
On her death bed fhe was very happy, placing all her hopes in 
_ the great Mediator: triumphing, to her dying day, in the blood 


ofthe Lamb. Here let the young, the thoughtlefs, and the gay, 


paule, reflect, andlearn todie. Here the advantages of true 
fpith in Chrift are to be feen in all their charms! «and here let 
the profane behold, the awful contraft between the death of the 
_ righteous and the death of the wicked. “The wife thal! inherit 


glory, but fhaie fhall be the promotion of fools. Prov. iii. 35. 


Vou, SACRED 


Caftle Donington, ~Leicefterfhire; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
‘ 
| 


And make my nature groan, 


- Nor is the caufe fo hard to tell, 


_ While Gin the monfter lurks within, 


‘To Jefus then I make my moan :— 
O, plead my taufe before ahs throne, 


Bince thou for me did’#: uudertake, 


On the Parting of Chron 


SACRED 


| 


The Benefit of ‘Afpistion, 


down, 


Where I find relief? 
T’ll bow myfelf before my God 


And humbly kifs the facred rod, 
| Ti}l he affuage my prick. 


W huge sition prefs me_ 


Our fouls are likewife sichig fed, 
With Jefu’s conftant grace ; Ye 
j While through the defart we are led 
Fair Canaan to pofiefs. 


A meeting thall then begin, 
Of all the holy feed; 
Who round the throne, fhall fhout ng 
fing, 


| From pairis of parting free’. 


My numerous fins will I confefs, 

And own in every fore diftrefs 

* The Lord is good and juft: 

For by experience I have found 

AffiiGtiions {pring not from the ground, 
Nor troubles from the duft. 


fure as fparks from burning fixe, 
y native fotce will ftill afpire, 
And upward wing their way ; 
So furely man is born to pain; 
Our common lot is to complain, 


While here on earth we flay. 


Since from the Lord we bafely fell, 
And left the fource of blifs;* 
How can we hope for joys ferene, 


That parent of diftrefs ? 


Thou haft the Father’s ear : 


My fuit is gain’d,—thy blood did : 
at his mak 


The Comfort of Religion 


0 BLEST religion, fair 
Thy kind, thy healing power, 

Can {weeten pain, alleviate care,» 


And gild each gloomy hour. 


| “When difmal thoughts and boding ii 

The trembling heart invade ; | 
And all the face of nature wears 
univerfal fhades 


Thy facred dictates’ can affuage,. 
‘The ‘tempeft of the foul ; 
And every fear fhall Jofe it's rage, 
At thy divine controul, 


Through life’ bewildered, dreary way, 


17 hy hand unerring leads; 
And o’er the pach, , thy heavenly yy 
A cheering Mitre fheds, 


When feeble reafon, tir’d and bling, 
Sinks helplefs and afraid; 


| Thou bleft tupporter of the mindy 


How powerful is thy aid l... 


‘Then let my heart confefs thy power, 
And find'thy fweet relief; 


F riends, 


WHEN patting we'll unite to praife 
The Father of our head ; 


bountepus hand rbrough al our 
Gives vs our daily bread, 


| 


To brighten every gloomy hour, 


= 


An Hymns, com 
@ 


ofed on on : 


& 
> 


End, June 12, 1800, 
‘vy. Mr. D. Taylor. 


at Mile 
the R 


BRIGHT sf ftrike your lyres, 


| 


And aid our lips to fing: 
Emmanuel’s caufe the theme infpires, 
And tap: each tuneful ftring. 


We raife in his dear name, 
This manfion for our God ; | 
O may the fpirit’s facred flame, _ | 
Be now defuf"d 
| 


Though mean the refidence, 
For fodivinea Gueft; 

Here, deigh thy bleffings to difpenfe, 
And here up thy reit. 


‘Sinners invited here, 

Shall fee thy grace difplay'd ; 
Refcu’d from Satan’s heltith {nare, 

The fons God be made. | 


Here, faints, your burdens bring, 
And caft them on the Lord ; a 
Suftain’d by him, your fouls ‘fhall fing, 
‘© How precious is his word !”’ | 


Great God! regard our pray’r, 
This {mall beginning blefs ; 
And may thy fervant’s. labour here, 
Be crown’d with great-fucceis, 
| 


Frehh temples fhall arife, 
Till our bleft eyes behold, | 

Beneath the concave of the fkies, _ 
One san got and one fold. 


MANILUS. 
Ye i. 18, 19) 20. 
my foul the Lord doth 


| 
| 


How charming is his voice ! | 
He ftoops to reafon with a worm! 
Let avery | 


My Sas as fcarlet are, I know ; 

' But he will make them white: 
My crimfon ftains fhall be as fnow, 
| mexcy infinite, © 


‘¢ If you tbe willing and obey, 

_ The gofpel which I give; - 

Your fins fhall all be done aways 
Your fouls for 1 ever live.” 


‘| 


SACRED PORTRY. 


ar- 
| Though fetter’d in this gloomy vale, 
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| 
| 


Dut if you ‘fill rejell my 
And trifle with my grace; 
Deftru€tion with her keeneft 
Shall drive you from my face.’?” 


Lord I obey ! no more rebel, 
*Gaintt goudnefs fo divine ! 


| , Save me from fin, fave me from hell, 


And feal me ever thine. | 


| Help me to live as in thy fight, © 


To do thy will below; 

And when my foul doth take her fight 

May the to glory | 
| H. H. 3 


| 

| 

| 

| 
| 
| 


Living by Faith, 
By a Young Woman. 


MY faith’s affittance, looks 
Up to her native fky; 

And with divine compofure waits, 
Till Chrift fhall bid her fly. 


Supported by the power of faith, 
~ | travel on my way 
And hope, through grace, 1 fhall 
rive, 
At realms of endlefs ay 


And clogg’d with flefh and fin, | 
Faith gives me wings and : firength to 
rife, | 

To liberty divine. | | 


| I find a thoufand dangers Rill, 


Attend the heavenly way ; | 
| But faith invigorates my foul, | 
To walk without difmay. | 


In vain the powers of earth and hell, 
Oppofe the fons of God; __ | 

| They gain a vi over ‘all, 

Through faith in Jefu’ : blood. | | 


| Whatever trials I endure, | 
| My faith be prefent ftill 
Till 1 my blefied Jefus fee, 

On Zion’s flowery hill. 


Then fhall I know, as I am known, 

-_ And live by faith no more ; | 

But ftand before my Saviour’s chpone, 
To worfhip and adore. 


\ 


* 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


re. 
| 
| 
} 
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To the Editor of the C. B. mM. 


SIR» 
As almof every is 
capable of being to fome 


tual purpofe, I here'tranfmit to 

| sas a few thoughts on a Watch, 

in that view Spe Me” they contain 

thing worthy of notice, you are 

pry to in the 
G. B. M. 


The 


THIS little wonderful machine, 
Thus exquifitely wrou ght ; 

How often is it heard and feen 
Without a ferious thought. 


While man to make it thus compleat ! 


Hath art to nature join’d ; 
There's fomething in the fkilful work, 
InftruGive to the mind. 


It meafures o’er the hours and days, 
It thews how {fwift they fly ; 

And urges this important point, 
Am I prepar’d to die? 

My foul, this monitor furvey, 
And be this theme thy choice ; 


Not merely to admire it’s parts, 
But liften to it’s voice. 


A. ftriking leffon it affords, 
When ferioufly apply’d ; 

It thews how faft my minutes flow—— 
Juft like a willing tide. 


Thus when I view the circling hands | 


Perform their deftin’d round ; 
Is pious zeal improve my tine, 
Within my boiom found ? 


And in my wakeful midnight hours, \ 
When. my head 5 

Still it declares that time revolves, 
And foon *twill all be. fled. 


IMPROVEMENT. 


While thoughtlefs is prone to {port 
With TIME upon hie hands, 
Unconfcious of its fpeedy flight, 
_ And how unfafe he ftands. 


Hiv may I aét a wifer part, 
And walk in wifdom’s ways; _ 
‘To celebrate thy 
In ever grateful lays. 


Tis an important work ¢’ improve 
Our moments as they run ; 

“To afk what motives {way the foul, 

W hat works our hands have done, 


“SACRED FOETRY: 


fing, 


| Here make, my foul, a bicein paufe 
And faithfully enguire ; 
What is it I fupremicly love ? 

To what do I afpire? 


‘Lo the vain fcenes that earth affords, . 
My grov’ling foul confine ? 

Or do Itricmph in that grace 
Which proves its fource divine ? 


That grace defign’d to refcue man 
| From everlafting woe, 

And raife him to that blifsful ftate. 
Where endlefs pleafures flow! 


That grace which conquers love to fin; 
Unites the heart to God? 

Which wafts the dying martyr’s foul 
Toits Divine abode? | 


Lord may I with an ardent Zeal, 
Eternal things purfue ! 

And rife, when time fhall be no more, 
To glories ever new, 

| 

Chrift’s Viétory proclaim’d ; 

Or'a Song of: Praife for the glorious 
Refurrection of oug Lord and Saviour 
Jefus Chrift. For the Lord’s-day.— 
The Lord is rifen indeed. © 


LET us on this fabbath, this facred day 


The viétorious rifing of Jefas our King; 
He vanquith’d both death and the powers | 
of the grave, 


And now to the utmoft he’s able to fave. 


| With raptures of pleafure our heart$ 
would rejoice, 
Let the moft pious ardour be heard in 
Our Captain has conguer’d both fin, - 
| death, and hell, 


When he came from heaven with mor- 
tals to dwell.” 


The angels did on and give praife at 


his birth, 
Glory in the higher, and peace upon 
earth; 
If praifes were juft when Chrift’s work 
was begun, 
What praifes were due to him when he 
had done. | 
Jefus rofe on this day, facred praife to 
his name, ! 
This day we with pleafure his viet ry 
proclaim ; 


Let the whole fhining hoft of bleff'd — 
fpirits on high, 


Proclaim it with and 
the fey wonder and p - 


| 
| 
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| 
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A SKETCH OF THE LIFE AND MINISTRY OF THE REVS 
WILLIAM GRIMSHAW, A. M. LATE ‘OF HAWORTH) 
YORKSHIRE, WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE; APRIL THE 

{ Extracted from his Funeral Sermon, preached by the Rey, 


Venn, A. M. on Phil. i. 21.) 


Ir is a pleafure to every grateful mind, to have by. them 
fome memorial of a decéafed benefactor. But never is this 
pleafure more fenfibly felt, than when a minifter who has 
been inftrumental, through the grace of God, in doing good 
to fouls, is taken from them. Highly efteemed in love as ~ 
-fuch a one muft be for his work’s fake: »when he can no 
more be heard; the particulars of his life and coaverfation, 
are read with peculiar fatisfa@tion. “To gratify in thismanner 
very many perfons, who will ever acknowledge themfelvés in- — 
debited to Mr. Grimfhaw, for their knowledge and comfort. 
the chriftian religion ; and to give others more particular 


eof information, who had the higheft efteem for him from a pers | 
fonal acquaintance, or from good report, the following 
- {ketch of his life and miniftry, 1s laid before the reader.» 


The Rey. Mr. William Grimfhaw was bern in the year 
of our Lord 1708, Sept. 3, at a place called ‘Brindle, fix 
miles fouth of Prefton, in Eancafhire; and educated at the 
{chools of Blackburn and Hofkiny in the fame county. At 

which early time the thoughts of death and judgment; the 
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torments of hell, the glories of heaven, and the fufferings of 
_ Chrift, made fome little tranfient impreffions upon him ; owing 
in part to the religious care taken of him by his parents. [u 
the r8ih year of his age, he was admitted a member of Chrift’s 
- College, in the Univerfity of Cambridge. Here bad exam- 
ples deplorably prevailed to feduce him, who had hitherto 
ae taught the fear of the Lord, only by the precepts of men ; 
and having no root in himfelf, the torrent of impiety in college, 


carried him away fo far, that for the fpace of more than two 


years, he feemed utterly to have loft all fenfe of ferioufnefs ; 
which had no revival, till the day when he was ordained deacon 
in the year 1731- Os this day he was much affected with a 
fenfe of the importance of the minifterial office, and the dili- 
gence which ought to be u(fed in the difcharge of it. Yet 
thefe convictions: were but as the chaff {cattered away by the 
wind of temptation, though they for a little time were fhel- 
tered by an acquaintance with fome religious people at Roch- 
dale, who met together once a week to read, and fing, and 


pray. But upon his removal very foon after to Todmorden, — 


not far diftant from the town of Rochdale, inftead of ating 
up to the good motions he had felt in his foul, and which had 


been encouraged by his pious new acquaintance, he went na. 
more them: he conformed to the thoughtlefs world; 


he followed all it’s diverfions, fatisfying his confcience with 


doing his minifterial duty on a Sunday, se ir as the law © 


directs, and never attending to what the word of 
About the year 1734, and in the 26th of Mr. Grimfhaw’s 
 jife, God was pleafed to bring upon him an earneft concern 
_ for his own falvation, and confequently for that of his flock 
at Todmorden. This immediately became vifible by his re- 


od required 


formation. For he jeftoff all his diverfions; his fifhing, card-_ 


‘playing, hunting, &c. He now began to catechife the 
young people, to preach up the abfolute neceflity of a ftrict 

and devout life; to vifit his people, not in order to drink 
and be merry with them as before, but to exhort and prefs 


| ghetto (eek the falvation of their fouls, and to enforce 


 he-had delivered to them from the pulpit. 
At this period alfo I find he began himfelf to pray in fecret 
fourtimes aday. A blefled pra@ice, which there is reafon te 
believe he never left off. The God of all grace, who had 
mow prepared his heart to pray, foon alfo pave the anfwer to 


his prayer; not in the way, indeed, in which he expected; 


not in a compiete victory over his corrupt nature, or in the 
Joy of a confcience bearing him witnefs, that in fimplicity 


and 
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and godly fincerity he was, walking before him. But by 


bringing upon him, very ftrong and painful conviétions of his 


own guilt, and helplefsnefs, and mifery; by difcovering to 
chim what he did not fufpect before, that his heart was de- 
ceitful and defperately wicked, and what was more afflicting 
— ftill, that all his duties, and labours, and goodnefs, could not 

ocure for him pardon, or gain him a title to eternal life. 
Ver) painful apprehenfions therefore now feized his mind, of 
what muft become of him. In the midft of which he was 
often ready to accufe God, as dealing hardly with one, who 
was Now no more a pfofane orvcarelefs liver, but feeking in 
earneft to obey him. In this ftate of great trouble, he con- 
tinued more than three years, not daring to acquaint any one — 
with the diftrefs he fuffered, leaft they fhould report he was — 
mad, or melancholy. But by thefe lafting and deep convic- 
tions, being delivered at length from the dominion of pride, and 
made willing to receive falvation as a brand plucked out of the 
burning, the day of his confolation, and knowledge of Chrift 
infinitely precious to his foul, drew near. The bible began 
_ now to appear quite a néw book. He now found the rich 
import of thofe feriptures, which declare the facrifice and 
righteoufnefs of Chrift to be the whole juftification of a finners 
before the bar of God; which pranife remiffion of fins to be- — 
Jievers on his name, fanétification as the blefled fruit of this — 
believing here, and glory hereafter, 

was now (fays he) willing to renounce myfelf, ever 
degree of fancied merjt and ability, and to embrace Chridt 
only for my all inall, O what light and comfort did I now 


enjoy in my own feyl, and what a taltg of the pardoning 
love of God.” 


__ As he was thus taught of God from his own experience, 
fo his preaching in the year 1742 began to be clear and profi. 
table. He dwelt much in reprefenting the nature and excele 
lencies of chriftian faith, and falvation by Chrift alone. Aj] 
this time he was an entire ftranger to the ‘people called Me. 
thodifts, and whom afterwards he thought it his duty to coune 
tenance, and to labour with them imhis neighbourhood. He 
was an entire ftranger alfo to all their writings, except a fingle 
Sermon upon Gal. iii. 24. and a Letter to the People of 
England, publifhed by the Rev. Mr. Seagrave, in which he 
was furprized to find the divinity, in all material points, of 
the very fame kind with what he now faw with his own eyes 
in the word of God, and from which all his peace had flowed: 
-‘Inftru&ted in this manner, Mr. Grimfhaw came to the people 
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aiid church at award, May 26, of this year. And very 
foon the good effeéts of his preaching became vifible. 

_ Many of his carelefs fock were brought mto deep concern - 
_ for the falvation of their fouls, and were hiled with peace and 


_ joy through believing. And, as in ancient times, before 


preaching was reduced to fuch refinement, and alas! to fuch. 


_ acold and languid exercife, that we generally {carce obferve a 
fixed attention to the minifter in the pulpit; his people felt ex- 
_ eited in their hearts deep forrow for fin; and the whole con- 


gregation have been often feen in tears, on account of their 


; provocations againft God, and under a hinfe of his goodnefsin 
- yet (paring them, and waiting to be gracious unto them. 


This lively, powerful manner of reprefenting the truths of 
God, could not fail of being much talked of, and bringing 
out of curiofity many hundreds to Haworth ‘Church: who 


received fo much benefit by what they heard, that when the 


novelty was long over, the church continued to be full of peo- 
ple, ‘many of whom came from far, and this for twenty years © 


together. 


Mr. Grimfhaw was now too happy himfelf in the know. 


ledge of Chrift to reft fatisfied, without taking every method 


he thought likely, to fpread the knowledge of his God and 


Saviour. And as she very indigent conftantly make their 


want of better clothes to appear in, an excufe for not coming 
to church in the day time, when their want would be vifible 
to the whole congregation, he contrived, for their fakes, a 

leture on Sunday eyenings, though he preached twice in the 


cay before. In which lecture a chapter or a pfalm, after the 
primitive’-cuftom of the’ chriftian chu¥éh, was expounded, 


God was pleafed to give great fugcefs to thefe attempts, 
which animated him {till more to fpend and be {pent for 
Chrift’s caufe. So that the next year he began a netbad, 
which was continued by him ever after, of preaching in each 
of the four hamlets under ‘his care three times every month. 
By which means the old and infirm, who could not attend the 
ach, had the truth of God brought to their houfes; and 


many, ‘who were fo profane as to make the diftance from the 


Houfe of God a reafon for fcarce ever coming to it, were. 
allured to hear, and received with joy the word of life. By 


this time the great attention and labour with which he in- 


ftructed his own people; the circumnfpection and holinefs of 


his converfation, and the lafting benefit which very many 


from the neighbouring parifhes had obtained by agers 
his miniftry; all concurred to bring upon him many earnet 
jntreaties to come to their houfes, who lived in neighbour~- 
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ing parifhes, expound the word of God to fouls as ignorant 
as they were thermfelves, before they had heard inftruction 
from ‘his lips. As the pureft benevolence was the only mo- 
tive to this requeit, fo all, who knew Mr. Grimfhaw, are 
aflured (and what others think or fay matters not) nothing but 
Jove to the foulsof men, and a defire of proving a blefling to 
them, engaged him to preach, 4s occafion offered, in other 
parifhes. So that whilft he was one of the moft diligent in 
over-feeing, and providing abundantly for all in his own 
flock, he annually found opportunity of inftructing, near 
three hundred times, large companies, and fometimes large 
congregations befides. 

And for a courfe of fifteen years, or upwards, he often 
would preach every week, fifteen, twenty, and fometimes 
thirty times, befides vifiting the fick, and other occafional 
duties of his function. It is not eafy to aferibe fuch un- 
wearied diligence, and all amongft the poor, or at leaft ver: 
obfcure people, toany motive but the real one. He thoughe 


_ his tongue fhould never lie {till in ‘guilty filence, whilft he 


could fpzak to the honour of that God, who had done fo much 
for his foul. And whilft he faw finners perifhing for lack of 
knowledge, and no one breaking to them the bread of life, he 
was tranfported by love to pity them, and notwithftanding the ~ 
felfith relu€tance he felt within, to give up his name to til} 
greater reproach, as well as his timeand ftrength, to the work 
of the miniftry. © 


During all this intenfe and perfevering application to what 
‘was the whole delight of his heart, God was exceedingly fa- 
vourable to him. During the fpace of fixteen years, he was 
only once fufpended from his labours by ficknefs, though he 
dared all weathers upon the bleak mountains, and ufed his 
body with lefs compaffion, than a merciful man would ufe his 
beait. His foul, at various times, enjoyed very large mani- 
feftations of God’s love, that he might not faint; and he 
drank deep into his fpirit, His cup ran over, and ae 
fome feafons, his faith was fo ftrong and hope fo abundant, 
that higher degrees of fpiritual delight, would have over— 
powered his martal frame. | 


and talents even to his laft illnefs. And his labours were not 
in vain in the Lord.. He faw an effectual change take place 
in many of his flock; a fenfe of evil and good, and a reftraint 
from the commiffion of fin, brought upon the parifh in 
eeneral.. He faw the name of Jefus exalted, and many fouls — 
happy in the knowledge of him, and walking as becomes the 


In this manner Mr. Grimfhaw employed all his power 


> 
\ 
‘ 


_ gofpel of Chrift. Happy he was himfelf in being kept by the 
- power of God, fo unblameable in his converfation, that no 
one could prove he, in any inftance, laid heavy burdens upon 
others, which he refufed to bear hinifelf. |Happy in being 
beloved, for feveral of the laft years of his life, by every one in 


| his parifh; who, whether.they would be perfuaded by him to 
 forfake the evil of their ways or no, had no doubt that Mr. 


Grimfhaw was their cordial friend, and in every labour of 
Jove their fervant to command. Hence at his departure a 
general concern was vifill: through his parifh. Hence his 

body was interred with what is more enobling than all the 
mp of folemn dirges, or of 2 roya] funeral; for he was 


followed to the grave by a great multitude, who beheld his 


corpfe with affectionate fighs, and many tears; who eannot 
ftill hear his much-loved nane without weeping for the guide 
of their fouls, to whom each.of them was Gear as children to 
| 

His behaviour, throughout his laft ficknefs, was all of 2 
piece with the lafttwenty years of his life; from the very Art 


attack of the fever, he welcomedi.’s approach. His intimate 
experimental knowledge of Chriit, abolithed all the reluctance 
nature feels to a diflolution, and triumphing in him who is 


the refurrection and the life, he departed April 7th, in the 
55th year of his age, and 21{t of eminent ufefulnefs in the 
church of Chrift 

Now to the Lord, who thrufteth forth labourers into his 


harvelt, furnifhes them with all their gifts and grace, and 


-givesthem all their fuccefs; to Him alone for this and every 


minifter and fervant departed in the true faith and fear of his — 


name, be all the praife and glory, for ever and ever. Amen, 


BISHOP BURNET’S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF 
THE ENGLISH MARTYRS. 


THE TIVES OF DR. NICHOLAS RIDLEY, BISHOP OF 
LONDON, AND HUGH LATIMER, LATE BISHOP OF 


WORCESTER, MARTYRS. 


D R. Nicholas Ridley was born in Northumberland, and 
brought up at Newcaftle-upon-Tyne ; from thence he went 
to fludy at Cambridge; and there he became mafter of Pem- 
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broke-Hall ; then he travelled to Paris, and at his return was 
made chaplain to king Henry the Villth, and bithop of Ro- 
chefter, and was tranflated to London by king Edward the — 
Vith. He was kind and affable in his temper, a man of 
learning, and a diligent and conftant preacher in his diocefs, 
and his fermons were much frequented. 
He was firft brought over to the true knowledge of the gof- 
pel by reading Bertram’s Book on the Sacrament, and con- 
firmed therein by coaference with Cranmer and Peter Martyr, 
and fo became a great promoter of the reformation in the 
-' church in king Edward’s days. So foon as queen Marg 
came to the crown, he was removed from his bifhoprick, and 
— fent prifoner firft to the Tower of London, and afterwards to 
Bocardo Prifon in Oxford for atime; then he was removed to 
the houfe of one Mr. Irifh, who kept him in cuftody to the 
day ofhis death. 
- Hugh Latimer was born in Leiceflerfhire, and fent to 
Cambridge, where he gave himfelf to ftudy fchool-divinity, 
and was very zealous id the Popifh religion, until he came to 
be better informed by Mr. Bilney ; and then he became a 
famous preacher bothin Latin and Englifh, for divers years} 
though he often met with trouble and oppolition for {peaking 
again{t the fuperftition of the times, as he ufed to do tn his 
fermons: and Dr. Weft, bifhop of Ely, did forbid Mr, La- 
timer to preach in any of the churches in Cambridge. But 
Dr. Barns, prior of St. Auguftine’s, gave him leave to preach. 
in his church. Then he had a living given him in the dio- 
cefs of Sarum, called Weft-Kingiton, where he was a diligent 
preacher, and the people flocked to hear him from feveral 
arts. 
But at length he was fent for to London, and there accufed 
to Dr. Warham, archbifhop of Canterbury, for {peaking 
-againit the worfhipping of the Virgin Mary. Here he was 
kept a good while, and often examined before fundry bifhops, 
and divers Captious queftions put to him toen{nare him: but 
he by God's providence efcaped all their defigns, and was in 
favour with king Henry the VII Ith, and by the help of Crom. 
well, the king made him bifhop of Worcefter, in which 
place he continued divers years, till the time of puttin 
_ forth the fix articles, and then he refigned his bifhoprick, a 
lived privately ; but at length he was committed prifoner to 
the Tower, where he continued until the reign of king 
Edward the VIth, and then he was fet at liberty, and 
publick preacher in divers and agifo at 
court, but was not again advanced to any dignity in the 
church 
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church, but ufed often to fay, that he fhould lofe his life for __ 

_ preaching the gofpel; and did forete] the troubles that after 
befel the kingdom in queen Mary’s reign: in the beginning 
whereof Mr. Latimer was fent.for out of the country bya 
puriivant, and committed prifoner to the Tower, and after. 
wards he was carried to Oxford. 

Upon the laft day of September, 1555, thefe two perfons, 
Nicholas Ridley and Hugh Latimer, were cited to appear 
before the lords commiffioners in the Divinity-fchool af 
Oxford, at eight o’clock in the morning, and they both were 
brought thither. But Ridley was firit examined, ftanding 
bare-headed before the court; but when he heard the cardinal’s 
grace and the pope’s holinefs named in the commiffion, he put 
his cap on ; which being obferved by the bifhop of Lincoln, 
he faid, if he would not be uncovered in refpeét to the pope 
_and the cardinal his legate, by whofe authority they fat there, 

his cap fhould be taken off. And fo it was by one of the 


beadles. | 

Then the bifhop of Lincoln made a long oration, and in- 
treated Ridley to return again to the church he was formerly 
of; and f{pake much of the antiquity and authority of the* fee 
of Rome, and of the pope being the fucceffor of St. Peter. 
Which points Dr. Ridley oppotell But after much difcourfe 
on both fides, there were five articles propofed to Dr. Ridley, 

to which he was required to give his anfwer directly, viz. 

1. That he had oftentimes affirmed, and openly maintained — a 
and defended, that the true natural body of Chrift, after con- a 
fecration of the prieft, is not really prefent in the facrament of 
the altar. 

2. That he had often publickly affirmed, and defended, 

_ that in the facrament of the altar remaineth {till the fubftance 
of the bread and wine. 

3. That he had often openly affirmed, and obftinately 
maintained, that in the mafs is no porpitiatory fxcrifice for the 
quick and the dead. ] 

_ 4. That thefe thy aforefaid affertions have been folemnly | 
condemned by the fcholaftical cenfure of this fchool, as hereti- 
_ al, and contrary to the catholick faith, by the worthipful 
Dr. Wefton, prolocutor then of the Convocation-houfe, as 
alfo by fundry learned menof both Univerfities. 
5. That all and fingular the premifes be true, notorious 
and famous, and openly known by publick fame, as well to 
them near hand, as alfo to them in diftant places far off. — 
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To the firft article, Dr. Ridley anfwered, « That he be- 
‘abil Chritt’s body to be in the fatttecnient really by gr.ce and 
{p irit effetually, but not fo as to include a lively and movéa- 
ble body under the forms of bread and wine.” — 

To the fecond article, the notaries penned, that he an- 
{wered affirmatively. 

To the third article he anfwered affirmatively. 

To the fourth article he faid, “That fome part was true, 

and fome was falfe. it is true, that thofe his aflertions were 
condemned as herefies; although unjuftly. Falfe in that it. 
was faid; that they were condemned Jententia {cholaftica, in 
that the dif utations were in fuch fort ordered, that it was far 
from any chook 

To the fifth he anfwered, “ That the brenitied were in fich 
fort true as in his anfwers he had declared. Whether that all 
men {pake evil of them, he knew not, as that he came not fo 
much ‘attoad to hear what every man reported.”” 

Then he was ofdered to appear next morning at eight 
o'clock in St. Mary’s Church in Oxford, to give his final 

anfwer. ~So Ridley was committed to the cuftody of the 

mayor of Oxford. 
_ And Latimer was brouglit into court; and-the bithop of 
Lincoln exhorted him in many words to return again to the 
unity of the church which he was fallen from. And then the 
fame articles which before were adininiftered to Dr. Ridley; 
were read unto Mr. Latimer, arid he was demanded to give a 
plain anfwer unto each of them. 

To the four firft articles, Mr. Latimer gave: fuch anfwers 
as the notary wrote down, that he anfwered affirmatively. 
And as to the laft article of the premifes being openly known ~ 

to public fame, he faid, he could not tell how much, or- ‘what 
men talked of them, Rec. 


Then he was difmiffed, and ordered to appear next morn 
St. Mary’s Church. 

On the next day; being the rit of O&ober; the commif- 
fioners met in St. Mary’s Church, and then Dr. Ridley was 
brought before them. The bithop of Lincoln ftood up, and 
began to repeat the proceedings apaint him the day before, | 
they had noted his anfwers to certain articles exhibited to him ; 
however he had liberty to make what alterations in them he 
_ thought’fit, and to bring his anfwer in writing. Then after 
fome difcourfe between them, Dr. Ridley pulled out a fheet 
of paper, and began to read what he had written, but the 
bithop of Lincoln commanded the beadle to take the writing 
from ‘kim. Dr. Ridley faid, it was nothing but his anfwer, 

Vou. II. | fand 
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— and defired leave to read it, but it would not be fuffered ; fo 
ei | he delivered the paper, and the bifhop of Lincoln and others 
e _ looked over it privately, but would not permit it to be openly | 
| - gead in court. But his articles were again reag to him, and — 
| his anfwer was again required to eachof them; buthe referred 
»  himfelf to his written paper, and fo the notary put it down. 
Seal Then the bifhop of Gloucefter made a long oration, per- 
- fuading Dr. Ridley not to be too felf-conceited, but to recant, 
and forfake his opinions, and return to sp unity of the catho- é 
jie church. 

_- But Dr. Ridley’s abfolute anfwer was, that he had no opi- 
| nion of his own parts, but was fully perfuaded that the reli- 
| ee gion he defended, was grounded upon God’s word ; and there-. 
fore without great offence to God, and great peril and damage 
| 
| 


to his own foul, he could not forfake his Matter, and Lord 
He defired leave to fhew his reafons, why with a fafe con- 
fcience he could not admit of the authority of the pope; but 
that was denied him. | 
‘Then the bifhop of Lincoln faid, he was forry for his ftub- 
bornnefs, that he would not recant his errors; and faid, he | 
muft proceed to the other part of their commiffion, and began ' 
3 to read the fentence of condemnation againft him; and that 
| being ended, he was carried back to prifon. | 
Then Mr. Latimer was brought into the court in St. 
Mary’s Church; and the bifhop of Lincoln told him, that 
though they had yefterday taken his anfwers to certain arti- 
‘cles exhibited againft him, yet they had given him time to 
confider of it, to fee if he would recant his errors, and return 
tothe catholic church, | 
Latimer anfwered, that the Roman church was one thing, 
the catholic church another. 

Then the articles were again read unto him, and he required 
to make anfwer to them. And he anfwered the fame as he 
had done before: and fo the notary entered it accordingly. 

| Then the bifhop of Lincoln exhorted him to recant, and re- 
yoke his errors, as he did to Dr. Ridley; but Mr. Latimer 
_ anfwered, that he neither could nor would deny his Matter 
Chrift and his truth. 
Then the bifhop bid him hearken to him; and Mr. La- 
timer expecting new matter, gaveear. But the bifhop read 
the fentence of condemnation againft him, and fo broke up 
the feflion, and bid the mayor to take Mr, Latimer to be his 
On 
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On the rsth of Oétober, Dr. Brooks, bifhop of Glou- © 

cefter, and Dr. Marfhal, vice-chancellor, degraded Dr. Ridley | 
-at his prifon. 

Upon the 16th of Odober, 3555, the officers brought — 
both the prifoners to the place of execution, which wasinthe i 

'Town-ditch, behind Baliol College. 

Dr. Ridley came in a black gown furred, and a velvettippet, __ 
fuch as he ufed to wear when he was a bifhop; and Mr. 
Latimer was clad in an old frieze-coat, with a fkirt down to — 
his feet, | | 

oy When they came to the ftake, they embraced and kiffed 
each other ; and Dr. Ridley faid, “* Be of good comfort, bro- | 
ther, for God will either afluage the fury of the flame, or . 
ftrengthen us to endureit.” 
Then they: kneeled down on each fide of the flake, and | 
made their private prayers to God, with great ecarneftnefs. __ 
| _ Then one Dr. Smith preached a fhort fermon, taxing them | 
with herefy, and being out of the church of Chrift. When 
_ he haddone, Ridley defired leave to fpeak ; but it was denied, 
|. ‘unlefs he would recant. Then they were bid to prepare for 
ee the fire, which Ridley did, by pulling off his clothes 
to his fhirt, and giving them away. So when they were both 
chained to the ftake, fire was put to them, and Ridley cried 
out, firftin Latin, and then in Englifh, “Into thy hands, O 
_ Lord, I commend my fpirit: Lord, receive my fpirit.” And 
Latimer cried, “ O Father of Heaven, receive my foul.” 
And when the flame came about him, he foon expired with- 
But Ridley, by reafon of the ill making of the fire, which dl 
burned all below, and did not flame up about his body, indured q 
_ great torture, and leaped up in the fire, and begged for Chrift’s 
fake to let the fire come ta him; and cried, “ Lord! have 
mercy upon me.” ‘Then fome of the ftanders-by took off 
fome of the faggots, and gaye the fire air, and then it began to 
flame about him, and the bag of gunpowder that was tied 
about his neck, took fire, and then he was not feen to ftir 
any more, but his legs being burned, his body fell down at 
And thus died thefe two good men for the teftimony of the 
truth, being much lamented by thofe that knew them, and 
were prefent.at their death. ‘ But right dear in the fight of 
the Lord is the death of his faints,”” faith the prophet David, 
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AND ESSAYS. 
To the Editor of the General Baptif? Magazine. 
REMARKS ON SAMSON, AND ON HEB. XI. 32. 
Tt cannot be denied, I think, that fome of your wife cor- 
_ sefpondents are too much indifferent about the queitions 
and cafes which are from time to time propofed in your 
_ Magazine. Hence there remains, with more, yet un- | 
anfwered, the requeft of Q. p. 113. vol. i. in regard to 
the ftate and characte: of Samfon. Some weeks ago a per- 
fon reminded me of it’s remaining yet unanfwered, and 
_earneftly defired that fomething might be faid to it. With 
the help of God, | intend to fay a little ; and, if you have 
received nothing more to the purpofe, you are defired, if 
you think proper, to infert this as foon as you can in your 
ufeful Magazine. kite 
| Your’s, &c. 


Every one knows that it is a great difadvantage, as wel] 
aS a great difhonour to an author, if he be inconfiftent with 
himfelf ; eve y oné, who has a confcientious regard to the 
Book of Gad, as the teft and ftandard of invariable truth, will, | 
therefore, be concerned for the confiftency of it. This feems 
to be the commendable anxiety of many of yourenquiring cor- 
refpondents, on many pafiages and circumftances in the 
Bible, and, here, of your correfpondent Q. in regard to 
Samfon. He wifhes it may be fhewn that fome circumftances, _ 
in the hiftory of Samfon, are confiftent with that remark of 
him, by the author of the Epiftle to the Hebrews, ch. xi. 32. 
aa noRe the few following remarks may, aflift your correfpondent 

In this bufinefs it feems both proper and neceffary to ob-— 
ferve, what is faid of this S$amjfon to his honor, and what is 
laid to his charge, and to judge of the whole, with that 
charity which is always ready t» think, and hope, and believe 
the beft; nevertheleis, ftill ren.embering how unwife and. 
unufeful it is o attempt to vindic: te what is quite inexcufa-_ 


_ ble, and therefore not fill our paper, lofe our time, and ex- 
our character by that. 


1. Then 
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I. Then, what is f.id by the author to the Hebrews. of 
Samfon ? Heb. xi. 32, &c. “ And what fhall | more fay # 
for the i would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak 
and of Samfon, and of Jeptha, of David alfo and Samuel, and: ' 
of the Prophets, who, through faith, fubdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteoufnefs, obtained’ promifes, {topped the mouths 

-of lions, quenched the violence of fire, efcaped the edge of the 
fword, out of weaknefs were made ftreng,. waxed valiant in 
fizhi, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.” On which 
obferve, 1. Here are fix great men mentioned, befides the 

Prophets, and Samfon is among them. That the Prophets 

were very good, great men, in general, every One allows: 

David and Samuel! were good, great men, it’s certain. Ihe 
holy writer, and the holy choft, have thought it right to join — 
the other four in the catalogue, and Samfon is one of the 
four ; not becaufe thefe four were, in all refpe€&ts, and to the 
fame degree, as honourable, pious and holy, as Samuel and 
David, and the Prophets; but, becaufe they were like them 
in that of which this paflage fpeaks: that is, they were ald 
believers, and they enjoyed and accomplifhed great things, 
as believers, and by faith, | 

a. There are nine particulars, which our author fays, were 
experienced and performed by faith; fix, if not fewen, of thefe 
may be applied to Samfon particularly ; and as the effect of 
his faith, He obtained promifes; he ftopped the mouth of 
lions ; or at leaft of one lion; he efcaped the edge of the {word; 
he was, out of weaknefs, made ftrong; he waxed valiant in 
fight; he turned to flight the armies of the Philiftines; and, 
‘if he did not fubdue thein, he weakened and difcouraged them 
much ; not to fay, that, we hope, he wrought righteoufnefs. © 

 Thete fix, the feventh ia part, and, no doubt of the eighth, in 
fame degree, this Samfon did, by his faith. 


. We make no icruple in faying that Samfon did thefe, 
by faith; partly becaufe we make no fcruple of the apoftle’s 
knowledge, whom we follow in this; and partly, becaufe it 
Jooks unlikely, from the very hiftery of Samfon itfelf, that he 

ever could have done fuch things, -without immediate help 
from God, in a fupernatural way: not to mention his earneft 

prayer to God, and the immediate, miraculous affiftance, La 

which he received from God feveral times, as the effeét of his 
earneit prayer. See Judg. xv. 18. xvi. 28, tothe end.. Befides, 
that ae: times, it isfaid, the fpirit of the Lord came upon 
him, or came mightily upon him, as ch. xiv. 6.19. xv. 14. 
‘4. We muft content ourfelves with {peaking in the behalf of 
Samfvn, from Heb. xi. 32. only, except a hint or two which 

may 
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may be gathered from his hiftory in the Book of Judges, be- 
caufe I do not recolle& even his mame avy where elfe in the 
Bible. He was not what one may call a here for panegyric, 
as many there werein the Old Teftament, nor like the apoftle 
Paul, and fome other heroes of the New Teftament: nor was 
he an infpired writer of any part of the Divine Book: he was 
a champion for about twenty years in the army of Ifrae]: or 
rather he was an army himfelf, and he was a believer in God, 
This is nearly all that can be faid of Samfon to his praife, with 
perfect fafety. ‘This leads us to the other part of our 
work. 
JI. Mention what is laid to the charge of Samfon, to his 
difhonor, and to the difhonor of God. ae | 

tr. The things laid to his charge are, taking a woman 
of the Philiftines to wife, contrary to the advice and ad-— 
monition of his parents, Judg. xiv. 1—4. He flew 
thirty men of the Philiftines, ver. Ig. He burnt the © 
corn of the Philiftines, which occafioned the death of © 
his wife and her father, whofe deaths he again avenged with 
avery great flaughter. He flewathoufand more of the Phi- 
Jiftines, Judg. xv. 5 8.16. He fawan harlot, and went in 
unto her. He loved Delilah, yet told her wilful tics. He 
died by his own hands, with the appearance of revenge and 
murder in his heart, Judg. xvi. 1. 4. 7.11.13. 29,30. 

2. But we fhould do the man‘all the juftice which the holy 
hiftorian hath done him: we fhould certainly tell the whole 


truth, in fuch a cafe as this, when we have to do with 


‘the character of a man of whom the f{criptures {peak fuch great 
things. The firft thingelaid to the charge of Samfon will ap-_ 
pear in a more eafy light by adding, as ch. xiv. 4. “ But his 


° father and mother knew not that it was of the Lord, that he 
_ fought an occafion againit the Philiftines: for, at that time, 
the Philiftines bad dominion over Ifrael.” 


To the fecond: without mentioning the fhameful inde- 


__ eency of the FPhiliftines, in making fo free with another man’s 
wife, and befides this, “ The /pirit of the Lord came upon him,” 
ch. xiv.1g. which, it feems, both induced and enabled him 


to deftroy the thirty men, . 


> Sotle third: Sampfon was appointed of God, a judge and 


deliverer of Ifrael; and though every one, furely, will be 
forry for the durning of corn, yet both the corn and the foxes, 
belonged to the great Proprietor of all Things, whofe fervant 
Samfon was; and his ftate and capacity, and office in which 
he ftood, muft and will exculpate him from criminality in the 

cafe 
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cafe of the great flaughter, ch. xv. 8. the fame as it muftex- 
culpate Jonathan and David, &c. 1 Sam, xill. xvii. and others. 
The next ch. xv. 14. is fufficiently jultihed by the holy 
writer, “ And when he came to Lehi, tht Philiftines fhouted 
againft him: and the {frit of the Lord came mightily upon 
him ; and the cords that were on his arms became as flax, 
—&c.” = It is certain this miracle was direéted of the Lord; and 
Samfon is honoured, rather than culpable, or criminated. 
With refpe& to Samfon’s going in unto the harlot, and 
telling his wife (if fhe was his wife) wilful lies, 1 fee nothing 
that can juftify, nor even excufe him. 1 do not obferve that 
the holy writer attempts to doeither; and J think the attempt 
would be ufelefs, if not wicked, whoever were to make it. 7 
Samfon is, in both thefe cafes, fo far as I can fee, dewitched a 
with the love of women, as many had been before him, and 
| many more fince histime. But, as is often the cafe, where 
fuch exceflive wanton love is indulged on one fide, thereis 
not fo much of iton the other. So it washere. Delilah was ’ 
an uncommonly vile wretch of a woman, a very prodigy of 
craft, deceit, and wickednefs: and Samfon was overcome ° 
almoft beyond credibility: but Delilah, and the Philiftines, — 
and his ju/tly offended Maker rewarded him forit! —, 


__ Itis very awfully intimated here, that the Lord departed 
from him, ch. 20.0 | 
Laftly, In refpe&t to the circumftances of the death, &c. 
of Samfon, the cafe feems to be thus, he is humbled for his 
fin—the Lord vifits him again—he is encouraged to pray, 
to hisGod. The fame divine mercy, which enabled himto pray, 
hears his prayer.—He prays to be avenged on the Puiliftines, 
the Lord hears and grants his petition—He prays toend his 
-wearifome life, and who can blame him? The blefled God 
does not, the holy writer docs not, and why fhould any one 
elfe ?-God helps him, and grants him his defire and prayer, by 
another extraordinary miracle! | | 


way, we ma followed it, and it will not appear wrong, and 
perhaps it may be ufeful to add a few words by way of ob- 
1. Inthe hiftory of Samfon, and in the above lines, and — 
— from both, we fhall do well to obferve, that Samfon was ap- 
pointed, defigned, and quaiified by the bleffed God, as an ex- 
traordinary perfon, and for extraordinary fervices to the na- } 
tion ofthe Jews. He fhould not, he cannot, be viewed, asa 
private man 3 but rather as the reprefentative or agent for the 
nation of Ifracl ; and hence his quarrels and revenge, as they 


may 


So much for this Samfon: fo far as the {cripture leads our 
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may feem to us, fhould not be confidered. altogether perfona! ; 
but of a public nature. This will affiit and enable us to think 
| or favourably of fome things, than we otherwife mght have 
gone. | | | | 
2. It will be well to confider the ¢#7me when Samfon lived, 
the place where he lived; fome methods and ways which men 
allowed themfelves there andthen; and, that even gocd men 
allowed themfelves in many things in which we can, by no 
means, allow ourfelves. Since the blefled Redeemer came 
Into the world to teach mankind their duty; we muft make 
Bim our example ratherthan Sanfon. 
3. Lonly add, that it is plain to me, Samfon dred in the 
Divine favour: and though many things in his hfe would be 
_ intolerably fcandalous in the life of a chrifitan, yet the merci- 
fal God pardoned them. “Let him, that thinketh he 
 ftamdeth, take heed left he fall!” Amenw 
July 26, i800. 


ON WINE AND SPIRITS. 


THERE are f€veral forts of Wines, varying in colour, 
tafte, fmell, and conliftence, aceording to the different cli- 
mate, grapes, and fermentations. The beft are thofe pro- 
duced in hot countries, becaufe the grapes there ripen better, — 
But wines which are made in countries where the influence 


of the fun is weak, are not fo {pirituous. Some have been 


of opinion, that thin and racking wines are the caufe ef the 
gout; becaufe thofe who indulge themfelves with. drinkin 
- too freely of them, are frequently afflicted with it. But 
it plainly appears, that the ufe of thofe wines, or of thin 
racking liquors, is not the only caufe of this difeafe; 
for it was known in England long before the general ufe 
of them ; and we fee frequently people, who rarely drink of 
them, but liberally ufe other ftrong liquors, and live in floth | 
and eafe, feverely afflicted with the gout. It is however pro- 
bable, that wine, efpecially thin wines, when drank in northern 
climates, may fooner difpofe one to the gout, than malt liquors; | 
becaufe beer is generally drank newer than wine, and‘is more 
inclined to work off by ftool; whereas wines are thinner, | 
older, and pafs by urine, and cutancous outlets: malt liquors 
kept to a great age, and old ftrong beer, pafs the fame way. 
But’as perfpiration for want of exercife, and by reafon of the 
furprifing and fudden alterations of the air here in England, 
is often obitructed; it is no wonder that in thofe who take 
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téo large a proportion of thofe liquors, and fo often that 
their parts cannot be carried Off by the fecretory veflelss — 
the matter fhould be lodged and depofited upon the jointss 
It is certain, that periodical fits of the gout feldom attack — 
people in fummer, but they generally appear in thofe who 
drink very old ftrong liquors, after any caufe which may 
obftruct per{piration, or in the winter feafon) 
There are many forts of fpirits diftilled from fermented 
liquors ; fuch are chiefly, from wine, gin and other 
fpirits from. malt ;. rum ‘from fugar-canés; and arr.ck 
‘sice, Thefe liquors, taken moderately, warm and ftrengthen 
the ftomach, they help digeftion, expel wind, allay the colic, — 
revive the fpirits, and promote the circulation of the blood: | 
in apdplexies and lethargies, from a cold and pituitous caufe, 
the external and internal ufe of {pirituous liquors may be of 
fervice ; the outward application of them in. burnings has 
Fermented and fpirituous liquors are generally efteemed 
Cordials; but they are only fuch to thofe who ufe them in 
_ moderation ; for to thofe who are conftantly i fuch 
liquors; the more they are taken, the more they opprets their 
fpirits, blunt their fenfes, fpoil their ftomach,; and deftroy — 
their ftrength. They cannot pfove a cordial to them, whofe - 
- conftant ahd common drink is a continued cordial; they will 
not invigorate their blood, help their ftomachs, or give them 
fpirits. When thefe liquors therefore are drank too freely, 
they thicken the juices, deftroy the balfamic quality of the 
blood, throw the humours into an exceflive motion, itimulate 
and contra@ the folids; which being not duly repaired, ceafe 
to perform their functions: hence a depraved appetite; con- 
{umptions ; cachexies ; ob{truétions of the vifcera, particulare: 
ly of the liver; and dropfies, The fpirits are low; the 
nerves are drprived of their moft fubul fluid; and the un- 
happy objeéts who have contraéted an invincible habit .of 
drinking, thofe liquors, are obliged to have conftant recourfe 
to the fame again for afliftance; when they become dull, _ 
weak, forgetful, and fometimes die lethargic, paralytic, or apoe 
pleétic, Sanh are fubje&t to a particular rediiefs in the face 
and eyes, the gout, gravelly complaints, and. many acute 
-Spirituous liquors are in general more hurtful to young 
people than to thofe of riper: years ; for they bring on old age 
before it’s time, and prevent the growth of youthe ==> 
_ W. is an honeft lawyer, a fincere friend, and the gentleman 
in all his ations; his abilities are great, and the flow of. 
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Kis fpirits amazing. His thoughts are always employed for 
the good: of his clients, who are very numerous, as he is — 
known to be aman of penetration and of a clear underftand- | 
. ing. His mind:is greatly hurried and fatigued, and bis bodily _ 
_ exercife rather greater than is proper for his health: but 
_ what is worfe; he had lately, through cuftom more than choice, 
_ given into the too fafhionable ufe ef diinking brandy and 
‘water; which being repeated frequently every day in coffee-_ 
 hhoufes and taverns with divers clients, had. deftroyed the 
balfamic quality: of his blood, depraved his appetite, deprefled 
his fpirits, and dried up his nerves to fuch a degree, that he 


gould hardly fupport himfelf without having daily recourfe 
to the fame liquor; till a fevere fit of the gout, attended 
with a train of nervous and {pafmodic complaints, was very | 
near deftroying him. But, like a man of fenfe, by the advice 
of his phyfician, he.is gradually changing his diet, renouncing © 
by degrees ftrong and fpirituous liquors, and taking milder 
|. drink. This change, not being too fudden, as it is not intend- 
ed that he fhould entirely leave off thofe things which are 
mow become fo habitual to him, that it could not be done 
_ without danger, feems to promife a very fuccefsful event; 
and there are great hopes, that this ufeful member of fociety, 
will live longto do much good. 
_ Among the various difeafes which the abufe of fpirituous 
_ liquors entails upon many of the inhabitants of this metro- 
polis, noneis of late years fo frequent as the dropfy, which, 
_ when it proceeds from that caufe, is frequently incurable. For 
_ the vifcera, and particularly the liver of thofe patients, are 
always in-a decayed condition, and the cure of that diforder | 
depends upon the immediate caufe that produced it ; which 
fhews how ridiculous it is to expe that any medicine can be 
_ found out that will cure every fpecies of dropfies ; and how 
_ deceitful thofe mercenary quacks are, who pretend to be pof- 
felled of fuch a noftrum. The following account, com- 
_ ‘municated by a gentleman of character, whilft thefe fheets 
were in the prefs, will ferve to illuftrate what is here advan- 
ed, and to undeceive the public with refpect to mountebanks. 
“Mrs. AM. had been affli&ed with a dropfy for fome 
“years, for which fhe had been feveral times under the care 
of a phyfician, who had always relieved her; but as fhe ad-— 
vanced in years, and drank freely of fpirituous liquors, the 
difeafe returned with redoubled violence: the fame affiftance 
was had again, but the conftitution being quite broke, the ~ 
‘fame fuccefs could not be expected. She being impatient, 
_ another of the faculty was fent for; and fhe growing i 
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“23. For as I paffed by, and beheld your devotions, 


worfe, after fome time, third, and then a-fourth: but the 
cafe being now quite defperate, fhe was perfuaded. to fend for — 
who, as foon‘as he came into the room, declared 
the cafe defperate ; and being afked to prefcribe for her, he | 
- faid, No, he could do her no fervice; they had fent for him 
too Jate. He then took the guinea offered him, faid it wag 
too little and as he went out at the treet door, he whif- | 
pered the perfon that went for him, that he wanted to fpeak 
with her; and the next day fhe went to his houfe, where he 
' told her, that if they would give him five guineas he would 


cure her, but he muft have the money down, becaufe the drugs 
were very dear: this was refufed, and the patient died in two 
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For the General Baptiff Magazine. 


— 
Acts xvii. 23—27.. 


I found 
an altar with this infcription, TO THE UNKNOWN Gop. 


Whom therefore ye ignorantly worfhip, him declare unto 


you. | 

“ 24. God that made the world and all things therein, feeing 

_ that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in tem- 
ples made with hands; i | ¥ 


Neither is worfhipped 


«25. 


and all things; 


* 26, And hath made of one blood all nations of men for — 
to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined — 
the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habi- 


tation ; 


“a7. That they fhould feek the Lord, if haply they might 


ome of us: 


were addicted to idolatry, and what a vaft number: of falfe 


deities they had. Here we find that as Paul was paffing 
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Valingin on Diet, p. 


with men’s hands, as though oe 
_ needed any thing, fecing he giveth to all life and breath, 


feel after him and find him, though he be not far from every — 


T has been noted before, how dreadfully the Athenians 
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along among them, and furveying the delufive oftheir 
muitaken devorions, he was itruck with an altar, containing 
this | ‘very extraordinary infcription : : TO THE UNKNOWN oe 
 Gops—For the prob.ble origin of this altar and -infcription, 
 feedD» . Daddridge’ s excellent nate. on this text. Family Ex- 
pofitor, vol. iti. ; 260. 
| "But whatever the Athenians meant by it, this altar, which 


was probably reared fix hundred years befo e Chrift was on 
bine and which. {tood many years after Paul’s days, awfully. 
proclaims inthe fizhcof heaven and earth, that Athens, with 
all her boafted. wifdom, was deftitute of that in which thoufands Nig 
of happy ruitics have been joyful; thatis, the knowledge and ie 
enjoyment of the living and trueGad. 
this man, Paul, bowever defpifed, declare 
unto them this true God; and how does he declare him? Ly 
+» pf. God that made the world, Here we fee Paul pro- 
geeds to demonftrate the being of the.true God from his 
power. He made the world !—.d. And all things 
therein; fo that not only the world in general, is to be viewed 
as an evidence of the being and perfections of God, but every, 
blefling of nature with which we are furrounded. 

Now it is abfurd to conceive that fuch a Being can be 
confined to, or circumfcribed in any Renttation that the 
hands of man can make. 

Thus we fee Paul reafons with idolators on the nature and | 
‘evidence of the true God, a 
gth. This God is not worthipped merely by the Liftinig up 
of men’s hands, even in prayer, but by the devotions of the | 
beat, Nor by the ftretching out of men’s hands in their ido- 
latrous liberality, as though he needed the fumes’ of their 
facrifices on which to feed, or their apparel with which to de- 
corate his tuppofed images. No, fo far from that, that he 
himfclf giveth to.all life and breath, and all things neceflary | 
| for their exiitence and comfort ; 3 therefore cannot need any 
accommodations from them who are intirely dependant 
him. 
Whatever difindions may appear to human eyes, we 
~ are all one in our original, God made us all—and all “ of one 
‘plood,”’ to dwell in “all the nations of the earth, We Jews, 
~pr-you Athenians, we are alike the work of this God. 
6th. And it is this God that has determined the fituation, 
_ boyndaries ad climates of the nations, and all the great events 
and revelutions in them; which are from him, and fhall end ‘ 
‘his glory, fo far as rightly regarded, will. promote the 
ne as of man.—lIn that the works of his providence, byt more 
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- efpecially the manifeftation of his grace, in that Chrift which I 
preach unto you, are intended to lead you to feek him. — And 
for your encouragement, I tell you, Athenians, that he is not 
fai trom you, idolatrous aS you are, he is near at hand; there- 
fore, oh ye Athenians, feek thisGod. 
| SMATTERER, 


| 


IX. 
FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS, | 


(Again the Profanation of the Lord’s Day.) 


- AMONG the various important duties and branches of 
knowledge, which we with to furnifh your tender minds with in 
this {chool, the ferious, orderly, and religious obfervation of 
the Lord’s-day, is not the leait; but of very great importance. 
It feems from the beginning of time to be the will of the 
great God of Heaven and Earth, that the feventh day fhould 
be obferved as a day of reft. See Gen. ii. 1, 2,3. And in 
his commandments delivered to Mofes, Exod. xx. 8, 9, 10, 


11. this fubject is enforced with peculiar ftrength. 

_And though a feventh day is not enjoined in the New 
‘Teftament with that {trictnefs that it was in the old, and — 
though our Lord Jefus Chrift did fome things on the fabbath 
day that were forbidden by the law, and thus may feem to in- 
timate a change of that day; yet a day of reft and devotednels 
to God, was evidently obferved by the apoftles, Aéts xx, 7. 
and that was the firft day of the week, the day on which their 

divine Mafter and Redeemer was raifed from the dead. So 


that, as the feventh day was obferved by the Jews in remem- 


brance of God’s refting from the works of creation ;. fo the 
- firft day is obferved b chriftians, to commemorate the refur- 
rection of Jefus Chrift from the dead; when he rofe for the 


| 
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juftification of all believing finners. Now obferve, ye 
youths, that the firft day of the week is the Lord’s-day, a day 

of reft from wordly labour—a day in which you ought to 
wodhip God, and improve your young minds in good — 

+ Befides, the laws of the nation free you from work on that 
_blefled day, unlefs werks of neceffity, nor have your mafters 
any right to compel you to work at your callings on the 
_Lord’s-day. But when the laws of God and man free you 
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from work, that you may worthip God, wid improve a 


- minds, and learn the ways of life, through the Lord Tefus 


Chrift, oh, how wicked, how very wicked it mutt be if you 


on that day ferve and obey fatan inftead of God, to run about 
gm the fields, woods, dic. &c. inftead of reading the {crip- 


tures and ufeful books, and going toa place of worfhip. 
How bad mutt the confequences be if you harden each other 
in wickednefs on that aay, that very day when you fhouldim-— 
edge, and prepare for eternity. Oh, 

how many by profaning this day have been thus hardened in 


fin, and come'to an untimely death, and we have great reafon 


to fear have been excluded from heaven, and have plunged 
themfelves into the everlafting torments of hell? But if you 
regard the inftructions which are given you in this fchool from 


the holy fcriptures, you will avoid all thofe evils, and be- 
brought fafe to eternal glory. © ae 


ADDRESS X. 
On Obedience to their Parents. 


‘THIS, ye children, is a duty which the light of nature 
feems to teach, and on which much of your credit and well-— 


being in this life depends; but it being plainly and pofitively 


_ commanded of God, it is wicked, very wicked to neglect it. 


_ God’s commandment is, Exod. xx. 12. “ Honour thy 
father and thy mother ;” and in Levit. xix. 3. this is ine 
forced, ** Ye ihall fear every man his mother and his father.” 
Again, this is repeated with a promife annexed to it, Deut. v._ 
16. “Honour thy father and thy mother as the Lord th 
God hath commanded thee, that thy days may be bealbone, 
and thatitmay gowellwiththee.” = 
And Solomon faith, Prov. xxiii. 22. “ Hearken to thy fa- 
ther that begat thee, and defpife not thy mother when fhe is 
old.”” And to the difobedient, he faith, ch. xxx. 17, “ The 
eye that mocketh at his father, and defpifeth to. obey his mother, 
the ravens of the valley fhall pick it out, and the young eagies 
fhall eat it.’ And ae xxvii. 16. “ Curfed be he that 
fetteth light by his father or his mother, and all the people 
And Lev. xx. 9. “ Every one that curfeth his father or his _ 
‘mother, fhall be furely put to death; he hath curfed his 
father or his mother, his blood fhall be upon him.” . Thus 
you fee what the word of God faith, in the Old Teftament, 
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refpecting your behaviour to your parents, and as this will be — 
fufficient fur you to think of, and turn over in your minds this 
week, we will referve the New Teftament account of this 
important matter for our next Addrefs. But remember, God 
will know if you think wickedly, he will hear if you {peak 
wickedly, and he will fee and punifh, if you any way act © 
wickedly to your parents. 


ADDRESS XI. 
On Difobedience to Parents, 
[From the New Teftament,]. 
_ WE hope, dear children, you have thought many times on 
what is faid in the Old Teftament, on the great fin of difobe- 
dience to slp We proceed now to prefs on your tender 
minds a few things from the New Teftament. © eee 
- Our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift has taken up this fub- 
ject, Matt. xv. 4. thus, “* For God commanded, faying, 
honour thy father and mother, and he that curfeth father or 
- mother, him die the death.’”” See alfo Mark vii. 1o. | 
And the infpired apoftles of Jefus Chrift have enforced this 
duty, Eph. vi. 1, 2, 3. Children obey your parents in the 
Lord; for this is right. Honour thy father and mother 
which is the firft commandment with promile; that it may be 
well with thee, and thou mayeft live long on the earth.” 
Coll. iii. 20. ** Children obey your parents in all things: fo 
this is well pleafing to the Lord.’”? What a difference i 


here! Difobedience to parents will lay you under acurfe,even 


the dreadful curfe of God, but if you honour and obey them, 
it will pleafe God, will be a bleffing to yourfelves, and a 
comfort to your parents too, We alfo find, Rom. i, 20. 
that difobedience to parents is confidered as a very great fin, 
and fuch finners are worthy of death, and even they who have 
pleafure in them, that dofo wickedly. Alfo in 2 Tim. iii. 2. 
difobedience to parents is one of the fins that fhall difgrace the 
latter days, and is ranked with covetuoulnels, boafting, pride, 
and even blafphemy. 


| | 
_ Now we hope, that after this inftruction, and good advice 
from the word of God,. you, will all {trive to love,. obey and 
honour your parents; that you will not wilfully difobey 
them, nor, if you canhelp it, fo much as keep company with - 
the:n that do Sidobey their parents, left you fhould leara their 
wicked ways, and thereby offend the God of Heaven and 
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Earth, and be cut off in your rebellion, and for ever punifhed mn | 
dm hell for it. But if you obey God, and believe in Jefus 
_ Cheift, who has died for your fins, and love him, your days 

_ onearth fhali be comfortable, and your fouls thall be happy in 
heaven for ever, which may God of his infinite mercy grant, — 


To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 
Mr. Epitor, 
Amidft the numerous important fubjeéts that have made their 
appearance through the channel of your ufeful Magazine, I | 
have long withed to fee the foliowing introduced; but find- 
ing thofe, who have more gifts and abilitics than myfelf, 
backward in offering their thoughts on the moft important 
fubject ef a worldly nature that can occupy the mind of 
man, I ftep forwards to offer a few of my weak ideas. [| 
flatter myfelf that the chriftian reader will caft a mantle of 
love over pis? defect, when he confiders it comes from 
the weaker vefiel, having no other motive inviewthan the = 


glory of God, and the good of fome fellow pilgrim. 


-] HAVE long obferved, with gteat concern, the impru- 
dent conduct of many (of the profefled followers of the 
blefied Jefus) in their choice of a companion for life. I feel 
myfelf infuficient to account for that conduét, which feems to 
revail in thefe days. It appears to me as though grace was 
laid afide, and if worldly circumitances, together with a few 
outward accomplifhments, meet with the approbation of fome ; _ 
the grand and important fubject of all is left out of the queftion. — 
‘This is the caufe of fome going, as it were, with broken bones, 
perhaps, ail the days of their life. Betides the evil it brings on 
their own fouls, it is what much difhonours God; and fuch 
conduct is a great ftumbling block to young profeflors, I [A 
know not how many links this chain of evil may contain to 4} 
thofe who are purfuing fuch a line of conduét, I will venture 
to fay, that the love of Chrift is at a low ebb in your foul; 
the glory and beauty of your dear Redeemer is but of littl 
eftimation in your view, neither can [ think that fuch cha- 
racters have either made it a fubje& of earneft and fervent 
prayer at a throne of grace, nor well examined the fcriptures 
on this fubject ; or elfe they throw them atide, determined 
not to be guided by them; which is inconfiftent withthe ,_ 


> 
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chriftian’s conduét. The Pfalmift fays, “Oh, how I love 
shy law: it is my meditation day and night.” And in 
*Plalm 
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Pfalm cxix.g.  Wherewith thall a young man cleanfe his way? 
by taking heed thereto, according to thy word.” It is the 
duty and privilege of every believer to take the word of God 
as the rule of his conduct; and an ingavaity in the con 

_ jugal ftate is as exprefsiy fo: bidden, both in the Old and New 
Teftament, as atiy other fin. It appears to me as though 
this fin was thechief caufe of the food. Read Gen. vi.2. 
Mark the diftinétion between them: the fons of God and 
daughters of men; it is faid, that the fons of God faw the 
daughters of men; that they were fair, and they took them 
ie wives of all which they chofe. It appears as though they 
| ratified the, defire of their eyes at the hazard of their fouls, 
Ng fn the 3d verfe we read the declaration of the Lord to them on 
| account of this their finful and imprudent conduct. What 
_* gracious iz can read this chapter, and not fee the evil of fuch 


a conduct? or can they fuppofe that the Lord is not the fame; 
and as jealous for his honour and glory now as at that early 
period? He is an unchangeable God. He then teftified his 
on kee anger azainft them by {nding a deluge; and will he not now 
. chaftife his own people? Yes, they will have their reward, 
{| ‘When Jofhua was exhorting the children of Ifrael~to obe- 
fe dience, chap. xxiii. this is one fin he exhorts them to avoid, 
verfe 12. And in the 13th verfe, he fets before them. the 
confequence of.fo doing, and leit they fhould think light of it, 
he fays, know, for a certainty, that the Lord your God, &c. 
He repeats the relation between the Lord ‘and his people 
I think this is an argument fufficient of itfelf to deter from 
fuch a conduét; but he proceeds, * The Lord would no more 
drive out thefe nations from before you; but they fhall be 
{nares and traps unto you, and fcourgeés in your fides; and 
thorns in your eyes, until ye perifh from off this good land, 
.which the Lord your God hath given you.” 1 will only 
refer you to one fcripture more, leit the reader fhould think 
‘Mme tedious; which is the viith chapter of Deuteronomy, — 
4 Minutely examine-each verfe, and fee if what is there con- 

: tained is not fufficient to prove that fuch a conduc is highly 
difpleafing to the Lord; it may here be ebferved, that the 
Lord takes particular notice of the conduct of his people. 

I come now tothe New Teftament, and fhail only record 

_ What the apoitle Paul fays, 2 Cor. vi. 14. and following 

_verfes. Does not every real believer experience the-truth 
of this? “ What communion hath light with darknefs? Are - - 

the carnal and.worldly to be the chofen companions. the 

Lord’s people? No, David fays, “ I am.a companion of all — 

then that fear thy name.” If they are not partakers of the 
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Grace of God, there can be neither fpiritual union nor com. _ 
-munion. However amiable the outward conduct may be in * 
the eyes of the world, fuch may _be faid to be like an effigy. 
It may much refemble the perfon, but the principal thing is 
wanting, which is life. All by nature are dead to God, have 
neither fpiritual light nor life. Is it not contrary to nature 
for the living to choofe the dead for their affociates? In my 
-- view it is as contrary to the fpiritual nature of 2 heaven-born 
- foul to make choice of a carnal: perfon for a bofom friend. 
There can be no fpiritual union, for rg hw each travelling 
a contrary road, at an immenfe diftance from each fs 


_ The chriftian life is an hidden life; they have joy and 
forrow which the world knoweth not of. Should you, | 


my chriftian friend, (for as fuch I addrefs you) be depreffed 
on.account of fin, and the remains of corruption which you — 
feel within, on this account fhould your- fpirits be deprefled, 
and you mourning an abfent Lord, could you communicate 
to a carhal friend, though ever fo near and dear to you in the 
ties of nature? If he fhould enquire into the caufe, and you 
was to inform him, he would not underftand your language, - 
‘What then might you expect? perhaps provoking words, or sit 
if not permitted thus far, he would be no means of adminitter. en 
ing confolation: he could not dire&t you to the fource of con- _ 
folation, becaufe he is ignorant of it himfelf. Whereas if he ey 
wert a profeflor of the grace of God, you would have a fhare 
in his fervent petitions at athrone of grace; he would ftudy = | 
to {peak to you a word in feafon. Are you rejoicing in the 
ways of the Lord, a carnal companion would have no relifh 
for that which is your delight; on the other hand, the heart 
of your beloved friend would rejoice, and his prayers would be 
turned into praife on youraccount. Thus I might contraft 
' through every fcene of life. This world is not the believer’s 
reft. Here we havenocontinuingcity. Trials you muft ex- 
fer Every follower of Jefus is called to carry the crofs. 
How miferable muft thofe be who, inftead of having a friend 
to bear part of the burden, has one who increafeth it! Per- 
haps you may have a numerous offspring committed to your 
charge, and thefe are to be trained up in the fear of the Lord: 
Can any pious parent look on them, and his bowels not yearn 
over them, when he confiders the worthof their immortal fouls ?- 
If you are unequally yoked, can you expect that your bofom 
friend will ever pray for them or with them? will ever take . 
"them afide, and converfe with them about the concerns of their 
immortal fouls,,when he has never felt a concery for his own? 
he is aftranger to thefe things. But permit me a little 
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farther, When affliGion takes hold on either you or hime — 
the concern for the foul of yaur friend, if you really know the 
worth of a foul, will double your affi@tion. When death 
_makes his approach how awful the feparatien, if you have no 
hope of meeting atthe righthandof Ged! Siig 
faa Methinks I hear the language of a pious partner or arent 
pouring out his foul before God at a throne of’ grace, . What. 
floods of tears, what agony of foul, what wréftlings with the : 
Lord, that his dear friend may, with him, be bound up in the — 
if I believe from fcripture that particular friends and acquaint- 
: ance will have a knowledge of each other in the world of 
| ; {pirits. ow mutt the confideration of this almoft overwhelm 


the foul of a pious perfon, when he confiders that there muff - 
be (if grace prevent not) an eternal feparation from. one whom 
he holds the neareft and deareft in this world. O, my, fellow 
= yet let me intreat you, as you profefs to love the Lord 
efus, and value the. peace of your own foul, enter largely — 
into thefe confiderations, and then fay with pious Joleph, how 
can I do this wickednefs, and fin againft God? _ | yone 
You, my female friend, who have not entered into thie * 
tation of life, fuffer me to drop a few words of advice, 
Firft, fet a guard over your.affections, for love is the ftrongeft 
paffion of the foul ; attend to the exhortation of the apoftle, 
« the flefh with the affections thereof.” Confider 
} . the chriftian life is a life ef crucifixion, a life of felf-denjal ; 
| __ and though it be ever fo profitable to your body, and ever fo. 
beloved, even as a right hand, yet, if it be Log to the 


command of the Lord, you muft part withit. 
Second, When a perfon pays his addrefles to yqu, with a 
view to gain your friendfhip, be not +hafty in accepting the © 
offer, left you fhould have caufe to repent.» tS ais 
Third, Make it a fubje& of earneft and fervent prayerat 

the throne of grace; but take heed left-your language there 
be, “ Thy will be done,” and your conduct be the reverie. 
Fourth, Before you take one ftep in this. engagement, have — 
fome clear evidence that the perfon is a fubje& of divine 
graces; we do not aét, as many have done, and have caufe 
torepent, with a.peradventure it may be fo. 
Fifth, Minutely obferve the footfteps of Providence. © = 
Sixth, Take the word of God as the rule of your conduct. _ 
_ Seventh, Attend to the dictates of your confcience when 
you are in a fpiritual frame. 
A word to thofe who have been wife in this their choice:=—— 
pet a watch over your affections, left they become a fnare to 
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you. Let not too much of your precious’ time be fpent in 
each other's Company, excepting it be’to improve the mind of 
each other; avoid that frothy converfation which too much’ 
prevails among profeffors in thefe days. [Let prudence and — 


modeity be as ornaménts to you, ‘both in converfation and 


behaviour ; be tendér arid aff Qiunate to each other. Avoid dif- 
cords and difputes, that you may adorn the do¢trine of God your 
Saviou i: all ‘hings. Muen more might. be faid to the fame : 
purpofe ; but conclude, leaving thefe few hints to your ferious 


seit, —eonhderation. Commit your way unto the Lord, and he 


PRISCILLA. 
To the Churches of Chrift, and to all Individuals, wha wife 
to the New Connettion of Grace General Baptifts, 

and to the Inftitution for the Inflruétion of young Minifter 53 

which they have lately efablifbed. 294th and 2y5th 
pages, No. xxx. of this Magazine ;) the General Baptift 

Affociation held at Spalding, Lincolnfhire, on 24th, 
26th, 1800. Send Chriftian Salutation:— 

DEEPLY impreffed with a fenfe of the iniportance: of the 
Gofpel Miniftry, and of obtaining a regular fuccefiton of ac- 


' ceptable, and ufeful Minifters in that denomination ef 


Chriftians, whofe fentiments in our opinion, approach the 
neareft to the doctrines of the New Teftament: we 
beg leave to requeft your attention to the I[nftitutior 
adopted by the general body to attain fo defirable an end, and 
folicit your patronage, in order to give it al} pofitble effect. 
At the General Baptift Affociation, held at Kegworth, in 
the county of Leiceifter, anno. 9797, the folrndation was laid 
for a permanent: fund, the application of which was, the édu- 
eation of promifing Young Men, who fiould be recom- 
mended: by the Charches, to which they belong, that they 
might hereby acquire fuch a portion of Literary and Theolo- 
gical Knowledge, as would (with Divine affiftance) qualify 
them to labour in the word and doétrine, to the general fatis- 
faction of our Churches, the converfion of Sinnér$, atid the — 


greater éxtenfion of the kingdom of our Lord Jefus Chritt. 


Fhisdefign, we are happy to fay, has patronized, fince 
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that time, beyond our moft fanguine : and fome 
of the fruits have already been reaped, which, in fo fhort a | 
period, have exceeded our faireft hopes. 
The great importance of the objeét, the flattering roles 
which have been prefented, and which, in a meafure, have 
been realized, encourage us to perfevere with increafing 
ardour. fcenes open on our view, and more exten-— 
_ five good invites us to more vigorous exertion. We implore 
your” affiftance, brethren, in this glorious caufey which we 
tae not will repay all your libolars with abundant blefhags 
on your own heads and on your children, and pofterity, to 
generations. 
fn an affair of fuch magnitude, it will be unneceflary to 
fay, we need-the moft generous and extenfive aid. -‘Indivi- 
dual donations, annual fubferiptions, and ftated public col-. 
 Je€tions, are the means we folicit. And it is exdecdinigiy 
defirable, that we be favoured fufficiently with thefe, not 
only to pay the currentexpences, but to accumulate until. the - 
foundation be adequate to the fupport of all the wei ight which 
any time reft upon it. 
e earneftly recommend and requelt, that’ every Minifter 
will exert himfelf to procure public annual colleétions, and 
donations from individuals, within the circle of his ecap ica 
ance and influence. | 
As the accounts are examined and balanced at the annual 
Affociation, it is requefted that all the collections, &c. in 
éach year be made previous to that time. And we beg leave 
fo fuggeft the propriety of each Church fixing on fome 
particular DAY in each year for that purpofe, and tranfmittin 
an account of the fame to the Committee, to be inferted in 
their Minutes. This would not only be a greater re the work 


to the Churches, but would contribute to © Facilitate the wor 
and benefit the Inftitution. 


Tam, dear Beethrem, 
In behalf of the Affociation, 


Your wilting Servant, for Jeti’ 


TAYLOR. 
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4 CORRESPONDENCE. 
q ANECDOTE. 
) For the General Baptift Magazine. 
a The following anecdote was related to me by a friend, 2 


_ few. years ago, as a fact; and as I have never yet feen it 
_ 4m print, I tranfmit it to you memoriter, as not unworthy — 
‘a place in your mifcellany. 


_IN the fame town, I have forgotten where, refided an 
_-Independent minifter, and an Epifcopalian clergyman. They 
* Hiyed on terms of friendfhip, and even fome degree of in- 
me | timacy. That body of Dificnters, known by the name of , 
| Independants (though, asa term of diftintion, it is now 
gndiftinct and unappropriate) are, you know, Pedebaptifts. 
"The Independent minifter having a child to fprinkle, invited 
his friend the. clergyman to attend at the ceremony ; and 
in the courfe of his remarks en the occafion, {poke diretly 
and fomewhat indignantly on the practice of /ponfors, as 
wnauthorifed by fcripture, The clergyman felt, but faid 
nothing at that time; byt when an opportunity occurred of == 
meeting with his friend alone, he introduced the fubje@, and 
4 - noticed the unfriendlinefs of being fo pointed in his remarks 
a on the ufe of fponfors, as he knew jt to his praétice, and | 


alfo that of the church of which he was a minifter; and 
efpecially as he attended purely in ¢onfequence of his invita- 
. tion, tt had, he obferved, an uncandid and unfriendly 
= pearance. Why,” fays the Independent minifter, “ the 
| praétice is fo unfcriptural and abfurd, that I can fearcely fpeak __ 
or think of it with any degree of patience.”-—“ Perhaps,” 
replied the clergyman, ** you have not examined the.facred 
writings particularly and clofely on that fubje@t.”--* O yes, 
I have,” rejoined the Independent minifter, “and am fure 
there is not a fyllable to be met with in the whole New 
‘Teftament to autherize fuch a practice.” “ Why, I believe,’ 


| 


faid the clergyman, ** if you look again, you will find it in 

very next verfe tothat which {peaks of infant /prinkling.”* 

‘IT muft own myfelf, Mr. Editor, to be of the clergyman’s 

| ‘@pinion. Jt appears to me, at prefent, that the New Tef-_ | 
4 _ tament contains juft as much in favour of the one practice, as 
4 | of the other. But if J be miftaken, I fhal] be giad to have my | 
wiews rectified, and will thank the perfon that will ferieufly 
make the attempt. = ANTIP#DO. 
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ANECDOTE. 
THERE was an Italian bifhop, who had ftruggled through 
‘great difficulties, without repining, and who met with 
much oppofition in the difcharge of his epifcopal fun@ion, — 
without ever betraying the leaft impatience. An intimate 

friend of his, who highly admired thofe virtues, which he 
_ thought it impoffible to imitate, one day afked the prelate, 
if he could communicate the fecret of being always eafy ?— 
« Yes, (replied the old man) I can teach you my fecret, 
and with great facility: it confifts tn nothing mere than © 
in making a right ufe of my eyes.” —His friend begged him 
to explain himfelf.—“ Moft willingly (returned the bifhop). 
In whatever ftate I am, I firft of all look up to heaven, and 
I remember that my principal bufinefs here, is to get there. 
I then look down upon the earth, call to mind how fmall 
a fpace I fhall occupy in it, when I come to be interred. I 
then look abroad into the world, and obferve what multitudes 
there are, who are in all refpe€ts more unhappy than myfelf. 
Thus I learn where true happinefs is placed,—where all owr — 
cares muft end,—and how very little reafon I have to repine 
orcomplain.” _ | ARS 


r the Editor of the Baptif? Magazine. 


‘Would any of your friends reconcile the following feeming 
contradiction in {cripture, it would greatly eblige 
IN Paul’s Epiftle to the Romans, xi chap. 29 ver. “ For 
the ee and calling of God are without repentance,”—A@s 
ver. 38. “ Then Peter faid unto them, repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jefus Chrift, for the 
oo of fins, and ye fhall receive the gift of the holy 
-ghoft.”’ | 


To the Editor of the G eneral Bapti?’ Magazine. 
I SHOULD be glad if me of your obliging correfpondents 
would be fo kind as to open the meaning and throw fome light 
upon that dark and myfterious paflage, 1 Tim. i. 20. “ He has 
_ been {peaking of fome who have made fhipwreck of faith, cf 
whom (faith he) is Hymeneus and Alexander ; whom J have 

delivered unto fatan, that they may learn not to blafpheme,” 
lam with refpect, your’s, 
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attention. 


| | Pace, 

| 


| 


| | 
| 


THE INSTRUCTION. OF THE RISING GENERATION IN THE 
PRINCIPLES OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, RECOM 


MENDED. 


: “Tue fituation of adifciple of Jefus-has in it fomething re- 


markably awful and animating. He is a ftranger here: 
heaven is his home.. His.continuance on earth is fhort and 
uncertain; and he is haftening into another world to give an 
account of his ftewardfhip, and to enter into eternal eft. 
What value does this ftamp on the portion of time he 1s per- 
mitted to fpend in a prefent ftate! With his principles, to 
confume lifein floth feems madnefs; not to improve it to the - 
utmoft, muft be folly. How anxious fhould he be that the 
world may be the better for him, and that he may be inftru- 
mental in promoting the welfare of his fellow creatures in the — 
higheft degree ! one who is thus difpofed, and whofe prous 


mind is daily devifing good and liberal things, various’ plans 


of ufefulnefs will occur, and he will give to each it’s due fhare 


Some may be difpofed to afk, “ which is the beft, that we 
may attend to that in the firft place, whatever others may be 
neglected ?”” ‘Next to the preaching-of the gofpel, which un- 
doubtedly claims the higheft place, it may be queftioned if 
there be a plan of equal importance with the “Inftruction of 


the rifing Generation in the Principles of the Chriftian Re- 


ligion. 


Tt indeed makes little fhew at the time, and procures little 


-applaufe ; it is frequently, nay commonly undervalued: but. 
Jet the mind follow that inftruction in it’s effects.on conduct 
and character, and one of the grandeft and moit delightful 


profpects in the moral world will prefent itielf to view. For 


- want of due attention, like many things of real valuc, it may 


have efcaped the notice even of good men But let it be fe- 
rioufly confidered as it deferves, and it’s great importance 
will appear to a!l who love God, and thirft for the happinefs 
Ofthe human race. g§ 


| 


View man as an immortal being. Firft, confine your atten 
‘tion tothe individual. Here is an immortal creature growing» 


“wp in ignorance and in vice; the flave of appetite and paffion ; 


‘and deftitute of principles to form the character and direct the 
conduct. Let ‘him ‘be taught- the truths of God’s word, 
Through the divine bleffing they change his heart, and make 
him wile unto falvation. Headvances from childhood to youth, 
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334 
and from youth to riper years, under the influence of the 
principles @f the gofpel.. He denies himfelf, takes up his 
‘crofs, and follows, Chrift ; and taftes that felicity in religiong 
which the world Cannot give, and which. the world cannot 
take away. When the varied {Cenes of life draw toa clofe, — 
he commits his departing foul into the. hands of Jefus, and 
enters at death into the joy of his Lord. Contraft this with 
the ungodly life, the cheerlefs death, and the miferable Aptian J 


oN THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 


of the rege boy or girl, who fpénds childhood and yout 


in vanity, and riper years in guilt. i ond: 
_ Did the efreéts of inftruction felt here, the importance 
would be Scknowledeéd by all; but they do not. They, are 
felt by his family. Having himfelf experienced the pleafures 
arifing from religion, and knowing the neceffity and value of 
jt to others, and the peculiar obligations he is under to thofe 
of his own houle, he is at pains to inftrucét them. in the things 

_ which he himfclf was taught, and gives his initructions all the 
weight they can receive from an exemplary life. What 
happy effects as to their eternal falvation may not, through 
the dine bleffing, be hoped for from the conftant ufe of 
Nor does the benefit {top even here; it will be felt by the 
neighbourhood in which he lives. We do not. eftimate 
highly enough the influence of one man’s conduét up6n thofe © 
who are within the {phere his obfervation. impure 
behaviour of an individual has a tendency to pollute all 
‘around. -I[t is like the putrid carcafe, which emits its fetid 
-_effluvia on every fide. On the other hand, the influence of a. 
holy life is far greater than we eommonly imagine. dt may 
be compared to a field of tofes, which diffufes it’s 
piace in every direction. One good man puts vice to the 
blufh in his neighbourhood, encourages feeble Virtue, ani- 
_ mates the timid to follow him, and is an eminent blefiing to 
the lace where hétefides. 
But Bis conduét wider ranbe of influence. Heis 
ableffing to the Community of which he ig a member. He 

_ ftands up like achampion for God. -He is deéply coneerfed . 
for the caufe of religion. His prayers are daily offered up 
for the Welfare of the land, and the happinefs of the peoples — 
‘and it is his conftant aim to promote knowledge, virtue, and 
piety among his countrymén, as their richeft and beit iahe- 
| Why fhould we not fay, he becomes a blcfling to the 
“world? Every good man, in whatever country is 
an acceffion to the “ holy catholic church,” ani gives it 
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33 Tite CARISTIAN RELIGION. 
Wdditional ftretigth. Here is one example of piety in th 

‘world more; one inftru€tor more; one interceflor more; 
‘and one ready by his deeds of benevolence to promote plans | 


formed for the advancement of religion in the moft diftant 


Jands. Such, indeed, is the connection between mai and 
man, that it is impoffible for one nation to be eminently pious, 


‘without every neizhbouring country feeling the benefit of it’s 


holy and happy influence, and without extending it’s efforts 
of active chriftian zeal to the remoteft parts of the globe. — 
Thefe are the chritftian’s “moft exalted hopes; they 
are the objects of his higheft efteem, and moit ecarneft 


Bat the fubjeét may be viewed in reference to it’s influ- 


thce on civil fociety, and the temporal benefit of man. A. 
prefent world is the grand theatre of the divine government, 
‘yn which God difplays the glory of his character; where 
good men teftify their fubjection and their love to him; and 
which is the place of preparation for an immortal ftate, 
Whatever, therefore, tends to promote the divine honour, 


and to advance the caufe of virtue and happinels, is anfwering 


one of the grand ends of man’s exiftence. > 

Religion is the only folid bafis of true focial virtue in all 
it’s parts: when therefore a youth, in confequence of in- 
ftruction, becomes a good man, his individual excellence 
‘vives beauty and ftrength to fociety. One virtuous cha- 
acter is an acquifition of no fmall moment; and at a time 
like the prefent, when the number is fo f{mall, is the more 
important. ffrength of religious principle, operating 


- ‘on every part of hisconduét, forms a pillar for the fupport of 


the focial fabric. Whatever regulations are devifed for the 
“welfare of fociety, there mutt be virtue jn thofe who conftitute 
it, or they will prove in a great degree inefficient. The 
fentiments of one of the firft magiftrates of England, do, 
with peculiar energy, illuftrate and confirm this reafoning. 
‘On a trial for adultery, lord Kenyon obferved from the | 
‘bench, ‘That the happinefs of every fociety depended on | 

the virtue'of the members who compofed that fociety; and 

every individual was deeply concerned, fo far as he could, 


“to advance the good of the fociety, and to imitate the ex- 


‘ample of the patriarch of old, who iaid, “ As for me and my 
‘roufe we willferve the Lord.” 


__, When he becomes the head of a family, his conftant aim 


isto make them pious and virtuous. This is the firft fhoot 
from theftock ; as an individual is of importance in fociety, 
much more a family. . Here is a difplay of the domeftic vir- 
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THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, 
"tugs, of love, harmony, peace, integrity, benevolence, and 


compaffion, in the different relations of bufband and wife, o& 
parents and children,.of mafters and fervants. A country 
: full of fuch families, how tranquil and happy would it bef. 
But he moves in a wider fphere while purfuing his worldly 
bufinefs, and is connected with a number of perfons in very 
different ftations in life. “ By thefe his virtue is feen. In his 
dealings he is upright; in his intercourfe with mankind 
fociable and kind, and always acting as in the fear of God. | 
He over-awes the bad; he animates the good; and his 
whole deportment has a tendency to add confiderably to the - 
pyrtionit virtue in fociety, and confequently to it’s’ hape 
inefs. | 
a is it to be concluded, that where the inftruction 
of youth in the principles of religion does not prove the 
means of their falvation, all it’s influence is loft. Scarcel 
one divine truth falls upon the youthful mind altogether in 
_ vain. If the knowledge of divine things does not fave the 
foul, it enlightens the confcience, and over-awes it: it 
renders the perfon a decent and honeft member of fociety, 
and afhamed and afraid of outward vices. Where it has 
not fo much influence, but is overborn by the tide of paffion, 
it checks him in his career of iniquity; it reftrains his fyrious 
Jufts ; it tears his heart with remorfe, and places his con- 
{cience it leaft, on the fide of virtue and religion. ‘The 
value even of thefe to fociety, in the prefent ftate of things, 
is not fmall. Thefe, however, are but the loweft in- 
ftances of benefit: in numberlefs. cafes there is  reafon, 
through the divine favour, to hope fot thofe higher bleflings 
which have been already enumerated. — vy 
As the inftruction of children in the principles of reli- 
gion is P very important to the happinefs of mankind, both 
_ in‘a prefent and in a future ftate, it will naturally be afked, 
what attention has been paid to it in RY It would 
“afford great pleafure to be\able to give a favourable report, 
and to look back with exultation on the general diffufion 
of religious knowledge among the children of all ranks 
in the comnrunity. Let us examine. Has it been con- 
fidered by ‘ninithers as the fecond in importance of the 
parts of their fun@tion? Has it been purfued’ with 
that ardour, affiduity, and perfeverance, to which it has 
fo juft a claim? That multitudes of children have learned the 
words of a catechifm by rote, will.be readily allowed: but 
that pains have been taken by the public teachers of religion 
general to inftruct youth in principles of the gojpel, 
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‘if a rational way, as other branches of knowledge are | 
taught, will, it is to be feared, not admit of a convincing e 
proof. Parents and guardians, on whom the duty equally 
devolves, have too often imitated their neglect; and from 
this inattention, a vaft portion of the rifling generation, for 
more than a century paft, has grown up in ignorance of | 
chriftianity. The melancholy confequence is,’ that 
‘titades have perifhed for lack of knowledge. Ignorance |. 
has filled them. with prejudices againft the truth; or has 
inade them fatished in a form of religion without the, ve 
power; or has lulled them afleep in the ways of the world; iy 
er plunged them inte profanenefs, and open iniquity. So 
general has this ignorance been, that thofe who do nat 
_ eonverfe much with men in different fituations, can form 
no’ idea of the lack of knowledge, which, alas! {till pre. 
wails: and the wickednefs flowing from it, has been im- 
menfe! Ineternity alone can the mifery it creates be feen and 
When the pious and benevolent heart furveys the mourn. 
ful fcene, an enquiry will be made in tears — Is there 
any neceffity that things fhould continue thus? Can no- 
thing: be done to remedy the evil? What is the moft likely: 
‘means to banifh this criminal ignorance, and to fpread in- 
ftruction every where; that, if poffible, there may not be 
a youth in England deftitute of religious knowledge? Point 
out the way to remove the evil, and it fhall have all the aid | 
that I can give, and that my influence can procure.” | 
The fubject certainly merits very ferious confideration; — 
and when maturely weighed, furnifhes a fatisfactory an- 
fwer, and prefents full fcope to the moft vigorous exertions of 
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Augufi 12, 1800. 


Pak On wr reengt 30th ult. departed this life at Coningfby, 

"near Horncattle, incolnfhire, in the 88th year of his age, 
the Rev. Gilbert Boyce, who, during the’ long period of 
_fixty-two years, had refided there, firff as minifter, and foon 
-opfter as paltor of the General Baptift Church in that place: 

ghe duties of whigh ftation he very honourably 
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alfo, for a confiderable number of years, refpe@fully filled up 
the office of mefflenger of the Baptized Churches in thofe parts; 
in which capacity, till prevented by the infirmities of his ad~ — 
-yanced age, he had travelled confiderably in affifting deftitute - 
Churches, or fuch whofe circumftances required particular 
care and advice. Whether confidered as a chriftian, ami- 
nifter, a hufband, a father, a friend, or a neighbour, he, - 
through the grace of God that was with him, conduéted him- 
felf with that uprightnefs of principle, and amiablenefs of — 
manners, which endeared him ‘to his friends, and rendered 
him univerfally refpected, 

_ He retained his mental faculties to an admirable degree: 
in writing, he expreffed himfelf in an eafy, perfpicuous man- 
mer, and the clearnefs and fteadinefs of his hand, could be 
hardly exceeded by a perfon in the’ prime of life. Only three 
weeks before his own funeral fermon was preached, he deli- 
vered a funeral fermon for a member of his church; in 
which folemnity he was remarked to be peculiarly earneft — 
and impreffive, as though he were apprehenfive of his ap- 
proaching diffolution: the following week he was indifpofed, 
fo as not to preach on the enfuing Lord’s day: on the former 
part of the Monday (2rft ult.) he felt rather better; but, in 
the afternoon, was feized with a fhivering fit, which returned 


once or twice that fame day, followed by ahighdegree of 


fever, and attended with fome delirium, which was but tran- 
 fient, for his mind regained it’s compofure and ferenity, ahd he 
frequently exprefled his joyful hope of being foon with Chrift. 
: Somet me before hisillnefs, he had recommended the aged 
widow ofa deceafed minifter to the widows Fund, in London, 
for relief; and foon after he was taken ill he expreffed an 
anxious folicitude on her account; from which he was re- 
lieved by receiving a letter informing him, that fhe was ac- 
Lestnd it on which he faid with pleafure, “ Every thing is 
finifhed now.” Nature daily grew weaker; the two or three 
_ laft days, he was too low to be able to fpeak, and on the even- — 
ing of the day abovementioned, he entered into his reft., 
His remains were interred in the burial ground adjoining | 
the meeting-houfe, on Lord’s day, afternoon, Auguft the 3d, 
by Mr. Burgefs, of Fleet, who, at Mr. Boyce’s appointment, 
reached the funeral difcourfe, from Aéts xx. 25. “ And now, 
know that ye all, among whom I have gone, 
_preachingthe kingdom ‘of God, fhall fee my face no more.” 
A portion of {fcripture which he had long before fixed upon 


for the purpofe. Numbers teftified their refpe& to the de- < 


ccafed by attending on the occafion; fo that the houfe was 
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crowded, many flood out of doors, feveral could not get nigh 
enough to hear. It may be remarked, that, not oe the 


church he fo long ferved has to lament his departure, but alfo 
2 numerous train of relatives ; for he has left behind 
cmldren, twenty-four grand children, and fourteen great 
grand children. ‘The lofs that the church at Coningfby fuitains 
by the bereavement of fo venerable a paftor, will not be ealily 
repaired. May the good Lord raife them. up a Samuel to'fuce 
eced a good old Eli, or a Timothy to followan aged Paul! | 
N. B. It is intended to give a fhort agcount of the life 
of Mr. Boyce in our next 


| Auguft 10, 1800, died William Baie aged near 
twemty-five years: he was born at Loughboro’, in the 


county of Leicefter, and was apprenticed at Kempftone, in 
Nottinghambhire: during which time there was a confidera- 
ble revival of religion among the General Baptifts in that 
meighbourhood ; when he appeared to be divinely imprefled 
with the eternal concerns of his immortal fowl ; and fatisfac- 
tory evidence of a real converfion.to God appearing, he was 


baptized, and became a member’ of the Baptift church at 
Great Leak, under the paftoral gare of Mr. Richard Thur- ot 


man. And though young, his behaviour was fteady, induf- 
trious, ftudious, and zealous, and he bid fair to be a fhinin 

chriftian, and ufefulmemberoffociety, 
_ But he foon met with a heavy and unexpected crofs, ina 


ferophulous humour makin 


9 


fore the expiration of his apprenticefhip,to return to Loughboro® 


to his parents; where he found a kind reception and‘comforta-_ 


Ble, though plain afylum. Seeing all hope of ufeful communion 

with thechurch at Leak was thus cut off, he became a mem- 
ber of the General Baptift Church at Loughboro’; where his 
behaviour was eminently becoming chriftianity, being very 


_gegular in his attendance at public worfhip, and in focial vifits 


among his kind chriftian friends, while his feeble limbs, aided 
by erutches, could convey his wafting body among them, 
And heemployed his leifure hours in reading, and a little re- 
creative painting, which aided in a {mall degree towards his 


fupport, which depended much on the kindnets of his friends 


_and brethren. 
_ And though this affliction continued near fix years, I never 


heard him murmur, nor heard of his murmuring. But | have 
heard him biefs God for that vifitation; “for (faid he) if it — 


im eight 


ng it’s appearance in one of his legs o 


‘which bafiied every f{urgica! effort, and induced him, even be- 
| 
| 
| 
| 


enlivening influence of religion: 


Behol 


Scotch 


pany him to their meetings. | 
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to the world again, as alas‘ fo many of my young compa- 
~ nions did.”—He appeared to have very clear views of the 


grace of God in Chrift Jefus, and a fteafly firm dependance 


here; yet would fometimes lament the want of mere of the 


He met death with a very fteady and chearful hope of re- 
furrection to eternal life. He was buried in the Baptié 
Burying-ground at Loughboro’, on the evening of the 12th, 
and a fermon was preached by his defire from [faiah xlviii. 10, | 

i I have refined thee, but not with filver, I have 
chofen thee in the furnace of affliction.” 
_ Sir, if you think the above will be of ufe in the General 
Baptift agazine, it is at your fervice. 

On Friday, July 11, 1800, died, in the 83d year of his 
age, at Athby-de-la-~-Zouch, in the county of Leicelter, 
Jofeph Timms, joiner and cabinet-maker. 


In the former part of his life he kept a. public-houfe at Afh- 


by-de-] -Zouch, and was, in a great degree, addicted to 


drinking. . 
__ While he continued in this public fituation, his houfe was 
fometimes frequented by one Robert Miligan, a travellin 
1an, a man well known and refpected, in thefe.parts, 
‘by the General Baptifts of his day. Mr. Miligan, at con- 
venient opportunities, would converfe with him abeut the — 
ftate of man by nature, and the importance of eternity, He 


who, in thofe days, preached in many of the neighbouring © 
villages; and feveral times he prevailed upon him to zccoin- 


often to hear the General Baptift Preachers, 


ehad not attended their meetings long before he was con- 


' vineed ofthe depravity of his heart, and the finfulnefs of his 
life: the words of the preacher being “ as nails faftened by 
the matters of aflemblies.”’ He faw. himfeif loft and undone. 


And foon, to his unfpeakable comfort, he was perfuaded, that 


~_Chrift was the only way to the Father; and placed his whole 


dependance on the Son of God. | His fituation expofed him to 


great temptations, and to .the repeated infults of “ lewd 


tellows of the bafer fort;” but, through Divine grace, he 
was fupported and brought to “ count all things but Tofs for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus his Lord: for 
whom he fulfered the lofs of all things, counting them but 
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‘dung that he might win Chrift, and be found inhim.” He 


was baptized at Barton, and reccived into the church, pre- 
vious to the divifion among the churches ; and during the re- 
mainder of his life, upwards of forty years,’ he was an ho- 
nourable member of the churéh of Chrifl at Melbourn and 
Packington: his charactef never having been tinged with a 


-fingle blot. 


He was exceedingly troubled with the palfy the greater 
part of his life; and, for many years previous to his death, it 


_ became fo troublefome as to render him incapable of manual 


employment. 
In his youth he had a tolerable liberal edu¢ation. He was 
pofiefied of ftrong retentive powers, which he ufed wifely ; 


ftoring up in his mind a great number of the promifes of 


God’s word. So that if might be truly faid; “ the word of 
Chrift dwelt in him richly,” Col. iit. 16. and, if his eyes pre. 
vented the night-watches, it was that he might meditate on 


-God’s word, Pf. cxix. 148. He often faid, “ Bleffed be 


God, though my eyes grow dim, I can remember God’s 
word, and meditate upon it, and find comfort.” 

He was a man of a found conftitution, and, except the 
complaint before mentioned, enjoyed, for many years, almoft 
uninterrupted health. But the feverity of the laft winter, 
fhook his decaying powers, and portended his {peedy diflo. 

He was fenfible of his decline, and always {poke of it with 
pleafure. Whenever he was afked about his age or weak- 


nefs, he would reply with a fmile, “ It is my defire to be - 


patient, and wait the Lord’s time: but I long to depart, I 


covet py fo much as death.” And at times, 


“ Like Sifera’s mother, ] look out and fay, 
- My hufband, my brother, how long thy delay ?” 
Perceiving one of his daughters in tears on his account, he 


faid, “I beg you'll not cry here, there is no occafidn for that 


I am fure.” [ntimating, that it was a pleafure to him to 
fee] himfelf dying. 
On the Wednefday morning previous to his death, his fon, 


perceiving a great alteration in him, faid, “ Father, you are 


getting near the borders of the land now, you have. nearly 
done.’”” At which the poor worn-out pilgrim endeavoured to | 
exert the fmall remains of life, to breathe once more an 
anfwer to his fon, and give another teftimony of the quietude 
of his foul, ** Yes, (fays he) I am, and I long to te 
Share the happinefs of that triumphant throng ; 
And fwim in feas of endlefs blifs, eternity along.” 
Afterwarde 
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 . Afterwards n began to take his breath with difficulty, and 
"gt times appeared rather reftlefs ; but anon, the long-wifhed-for 
hour arrived, and death put a ftop to his vital motion; when | 
he willingly refigned his foul into thé hands of his gracious 
_ God, aiid quitted his earthly houfe, his worn-out cottage, to 
poffefs Mahfion; “ A City which has foundations, whofe 
bfiilder and maker is God !” 
_ Qn the Monday evening following his remains were in- 
terred in the burying-ground belonging to the Baptift Meet- 
ing at Pac brother Samuel Deacon, jun. of 
arton; (by detire of the deceafed, twenty years ago) preached 
an alarming difcourfe, from Mark i. 15. Repent and 
believe the gofpel.””. Which words he chofe, to affect and 
inftruét the minds of thofe who might be preferit at fo folemn _ 
an Opportunity, and to prevent any thing being faid concefn= _ 
ing himfelf. When we reflect on the path of the juff, which — 
fhineth brighter and brighter unto the perfe€t day, who 
among us not fay, “ Det me die the déath of the tighteous, 
and let my laft end be like his.’ | ae. | 
Fuly 28, 1800. Minimus. 
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Quorndon, Fuly 30, 1800. 
To the Editor of the General. Baptift Magazine, 


Y Est RDAY was held Here, a conference of Minifters 
and Reprefentatives of General Baptift Churches... The 
meeting was opened with finging and prayer in’a very 
acceptable manner, by Mr. Shaw, an Independant minifter, 

_ There was delivered on the occafion a double le&ture; the 
former part by Mr. Felkin, of Kegworth, from Proy. xiv. 
Fools make a mock at fin.” ‘The latter part. 

r. Smith, of Nottingham, from Dan. xii. 3. ‘* And they 
that be wife fhall thine as the brightnefs of the firma- 
ment; and they that turn many to righteoufnels, as the 
Rars for ever and ever.” the 
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great ufcfulnefs indeed; and it feemed an high day to 


many, who were bleffed with impreffions, which ‘it i 


hoped will not foon be forgotten. = 


¥ am, dear Sir, with beft wifhes to G. B. M. 
-Your’s affectionately, in the Lord, 


— 


The following collections have been made for the Academy, 
_ attheplaces mentioned ; all included in the Leake Church, 


RSS 
By Mr. B. Pollard 


REVIEW 
OF SELECT PUBLICATIONS. 


A Seletlion of Fifty-four Hymns on Chriftian Baptifm, and the | 


Lord's Supper. 54 pages. 6d. Hobbi, Chatham, &c. 

_* What is required of perfons to be baptized? Repentance, 
whereby they forfake fin ; and faith, whereby they ftedfaftly 
believe the promifes of God made to them in that facra- 
ment.” Church Catechifm. 


| 
"Tus {mall publication appears to us, well adapted to 
anfwer the end of the felector. There are forty hymns on 
baptifm, and fourteen on the Lord’s fupper. Every hymn 
 gontains four itanzas, (except two or three, in which the 
-ftanza includes fix lines) with an appropriate paflage of 
_. feripture at the head of it. The paper is good—the hymns 


“well printed, and neatly covered with marble paper ; and 


we venture to recommend it as, on the whole, one of the 
- moft conyenient little books that we have feen, both to be 

fed when the ordinance of baptifm 


SACRED 


‘They were two excellent difcourfes, calculated for very 


ig adminiftred; and toput 
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POETRY. 


On the rs of a Companion 
for Lt ife. 


14. * Be not unequally: 


\ HILE fome indulge a 


,ftrainy: 
And promptiby worldly views, 
' To point out fuch a charming one 
As worldly minds would chuie. 


I could for once attempt the tafk, 
Would heav’n vouchtafe to me 
_ What a companion I could afk, 
Such only fhouid he be. 


A man Ee the fecond birth 


Is not a thing unknown ; 


2 Cor. Vie 


Whofe treafure lies not here on earth, 


But near his Father's throne. ° 


His treafure lying there above, 
Thither his heart is fet 5 


For having tafted Gad in love, 
He it can ne’er forget, 


One who 


am Canaan’s language talk, 
And thither fets his face; 


Who thews that all his chriftian walk 
Ys grace, 
Who knows the power of Jefu’s love, 
To captivate each thought ; 


_ And does by word and action prove 
He with his blood was’ bought. 


bigot to a fingle fe& ; 
From party zeal fet free; 

But thewing always due refpe 
To all God's family. 


_ No ftrang 
Nor Satan’s 

That aid 
And join in mutual prayers, 


¥ fhould expe& from fuch a choice, 
As here defcrib’d above, 
fhould unite in heart and | 
To fing Redeeming love. 


er to his own vile heart, 
fatal {nares 


‘Then ifsopprefs’d with doubts and } 
fears, 
Sweet counfel he would 


to me he might impart, | 


| 


And fympathife in all my cares, 
While we on earth do iive, 


& 
If through the world and my vile 


heart, 
I fhould be drawn aftray ; : 
His beft advice he would impart, 
And hourly for me pray. 


If I enjoy forgiving love, 

} Then when my Saviour fmiless 
How would my choice my Joy 2p- 
prove, 


In it true pieafure find, 


If God fhould us with children blefs, 
A pattern he would Be’; | 

Would good adyice to them i impart, 
And teach them Chrift to fee. 


And when to death’s dark thades I 
ceme, 
My friend will fay to me, 


Look up, my love, go forward home, 
With Chrift for ever be. 


But hold! I would not be deceiv’d, 
In {chemes which | have piann’d ; 

I do not for perfection look. 
In any child of | man. 


A friend and helper thus defcrib'd, 
Shall be the man for me; 


And when we meet in realms mays, 
Wi e thal! each other fee. 


PRISCI LLA. 


| The Saint's Lamentation, while 
seeking after an Ged. 


ADIEU, adieu, to all terreftial toys, 
I pant for folid, and more pure joys ; 
Oh ! how my eager fpiric longs to foar 
To findthe God, the God whom | adore. 


Why do the clouds of darkne{s hide‘thy 


face ? 


Why do they keep me from thy lov’d 
embrace? 


_ Bor thee 1 pine, and am for thee un- 
done, 


6 As drooping flow’rs that want their 
parent fen,” 


Of 
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‘T° wards thine abode my foul would up- | 


But O, ftom whénce, can be forrow 


_ "To yonder happy manfions far above, 


442 sacten portry. 


| 


Of wealth, of honour, friends and Plea. | Thefe intervals de night (weet Jefud 


{ures too, 


h Chafe,. . 


_ A farewell take, and bid a long sdieo, With the bright beamings of thy lovely 
‘To meet thy {mile, would leave them | 


face ; 


alll behind, Let me enioy, tho’ at a diftance far, 
And the dear obje& of my ‘wifes Gnd ; That heav’n, thy {mile, the blifs of 


angels there, . 


wards rife, It’s influence feel, “twill eild the gloomy 
And Mave thefe flow’ry fields and ipark- \woad)s | 

ling skies :  Life’s.paffage bri ighten, to my home; 
Fairer art thou than all thy rorke, tay God: 

great Sire, Twill make my | foul forget what pleas'a 
My fou) doth feek thee wich initenfe before, 


defire. 
Jefus, thy facred bring ; 


Thou art the fource from whence my 
comforts fpring : 


heal’d, 

‘When the bleft fountain of my joy is 
feal’d, 

In Zion's facgred courts I feek him, 
w 

Our loves did oft their mutual tokens 
bear ; 

Heard the Sweet whifpers of his heav’nly 

wolce, | 

Which caus’d my fainting fpirit to 
rejoice. 


I cait my eyes, there dwells the God I 
love 3 


Yon high pavilion, and thofe fields of 
light 


“They would pervade, and view my | 


foul’s delight. 
- Let me invoke thee by thofe titles dear ; : 
My God, my Father, uti my Friend, 
hear. 
By thefe endearing names I thee have 
known, 
And trufted in my Jefa’ $ grace alone 
O now return my lite, my light, my joy, 
Reftore my heav’n nor longer let me 
figh, 
And thy ‘ble finile this darknefs chafe 
away; 
How like the breakings of i sesilbertal day. 
My languid foul how will ony prefence 
cheer, 
O let nie fay the happy moment’s here ; 
How dearly fhould I prize my happinets, 
How joyful in poffeffion ot the blifs ; 


How fearful fhall I be of what would | | 


tend 
To grieve thy os my God offend 
- Bat why myfelf thus foothe ? He’s 
abfept yet, | 


The glories of ee werld, will be no 


more, 


| But while my God, thou hid’ & thy 


face, I figh 


I lofé my hin. I languith, faint, nl die : 


While thou art abfent I’ve no joys 
below, | 

Come Lord, and never, never from 
rae go. | | ‘be J. 


A Friend, being requefted to give 
his thoughts on the Divinity 


of Fefus Chrift, returned the 


following ines as an 
‘¢ HE who attempts Jehovah to ex= 
plain, 

| May think and reafon till he crack 
his brain vain. 

. And then his labour will be all in 
In Him, I, Father, Son and maa 

The one J ime] ehovah and thue, 
The reft I will I dare define 
| Fimiecan’t fathom Infinite divine. | 

| This knowleage is too deep for att 
below, | 


| For none but God himfelf—himfelf com 


know. 

The word informs me God and chi 
are On-—— 

The Senin Father—Fatheri inthe 

With F: vet the Son the Spirit ~) 
join, 

Thefe three are One==that One the 

| And all beyond my 


line. 


= his is the God my foul delights co 
Own, | 

' And here 1 bow om his awful throne ; 

Call him my Ged in (confidence and 
leve. 

» And hope to call him mine in woglds 


above. 
_ Tmourn in darienef | 
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| "Tue Rev. Gitzert Boyce was botn in the pariffi 
_ of Thorney, in the Ifle of Ely, near Peterborough, Nor- 
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MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE’ AND CHARACTER OF THE | 
REV. GILBERT BOYCE, LATE MINISTER OF THE 


‘ GENERAL BAPTIST CHURCH AT CONINGSBY, NEAR 


HORNCASTLE, IN LINCOLNSHIRE, AND MESSENGER 
OF THE BAPTIZED CHURCHES IN LINCOLNSHIRE, 
-NOTTINGHAMSHIRE, Jc. WHO DEPARTED THIS 
LIFE ON THE 30TH DAY OF JULY, 1800, IN THE 


88TH YEAR OF HIS 


thamptonfhire, on the 1oth day of March, O. S. 1713. His 


Baptifts in thofe parts; and his mother, Sarah Boyce, 


was of a very refpectable family of the name of Mafingarb, 
_ well known in Thorney-Fen. His father and mother, 
. with many other families, fled from the 2 pee and pére 


fecution of the French King, Lewis XI hey came 
into England, and fettled in Thorney-Fen, and the adjacent 
parts; and there enjoyed a comfortable repofe from the 


eruelties of that ambitious and miercilefs tormentor of 


mankind. 
_ About the 8th year of his age, Mr. G. Boyce was put 
to fchoo] at Long-Sutton, in Lincolnfhire, to learn the 
Latin tongue; and after that to a fchool at Graritham, in 
the fame county. From the fchool at Grantham, he was 
taken to his grand-mother Mafingarb, in Thorney-Fen, and 
there put to a common fchool, for the purpofe of learning 
writing and arithmetic. Hence it is natural to conclude, 
wee at this time, his parents, who were how réimoved into 

OL. 


father, John Boyce, was 4 refpeétable perfon among the 
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Worcefterfhire, were not in affluent circumftances. In the — 
z4th year of his age he was taken from {chool, left his 


_ grand-mother, and went to his father, who then lived near 


vefham, in Worcefterfhire. In this place he heard the 


_ Baptifts, who then preached at Bengeworth-on-Avon, 
_ eppofite to Evefham. He did not remember, in his 87th 


year, that he had heard a Baptift preacher, before he went 


hear at Bengeworth. The people at Bengeworth had then 


no ftated minifter ; but were fupplied occafionally by preachers - 
from other places. ‘Their fentiments were Calviniftic; but 
they feem to have been fupplied by General Baptifts, and | 
particular Baptifts in turns, or as they could ‘obtain the 
benefit of thejr affiftance. For Mr. Boyce, in a letter, 
dated September 4, 1799, mentions Mr. Burt, of Warwick, © 
Mr. Jones, of Cheltenham, and old Mr. Brittain, whom he 
had heard at Bengeworth; and fays, that he thinks the 
laft minifter he heard there, was een Ovenbury, of 
Aulcefter,in Warwickfhire. = = 
Mr. Boyce, in the letter now mentioned, obferves that 


© there was no finging at that time, among the Baptifts in 


thofe parts ;”’ and notices another circumftance that much 
furprized him; which was, that “at his firft going to the 
meeting, all the time of public worfhip, the time of prayer 


excepted, the men fat with their hats on.” A circumftance 


of no great importance, indeed, to the reader; but in this 
detail, perhaps, worthy of being recorded. Whatever pecu- 
liarities might be found among the Baptifts at Bengeworth, 


_ there is fome evidence, that, through the bleffing of God, 


they were the means of good to fome who attended their 
miniftry ; for Mr. Boyce fays, “It was there I was firft 
ftrongly imprefled with a fenfe of fin, and of my pespeding 


great need of a Saviour. It was there I firft knew an 


elt the power of the grace of God. [ have returned from 


_ Divine worfhip with many a weeping eye, and many a 


_ Having continued about fix years anda half in Wor- 
cefterfhire, he removed with his father, to a town near 


Wifbeach. in Cambridgefhire. The name of this town 
do not know; but here, a few months after, he loft his 


father, in the year 1733. In the beginning of the next 
eof he began to keep a fchool at ‘l'yd-St.-Giles, near 


Vifbeach. On the 27th day of May, in the fame year, 


1734, at the age of twenty-one, he was baptized, and received 
into the fellowfhip of the General Baptift Church, at Fleet, 
in Lincolnihire. Some time after this, Bre by recommend- 

ation, 
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ation, to afchool at Brethertoft, near Bofton, 
Mr. Boyce was firft called to preach at Wifbeach; then 
at Bofton: and after that at Coningfoy. To this laft place 
he removed in 1738. He had entered into the conjugal 
relation at Brothertoft; and, being ready for a eall to labour 
the gofpel miniftry, and being invited to Coningfby, he 
remoyed thither, and continued there to the end of his long 
life. Inthe year 1740, the church at Coningfby gave him 
a call to the paftoral office, which he, after proper deli- 
beration, Lecce and was ordained paftor the fame year. 
He difcharged the duties of that office in a manner which 
recommended him to the high efteem of the people. In 
the year 1753, he was chofen to the office of Meflenger, © 
by the General Baptift Churches in Lincolnthire, Not- 
tinghamfhire, &c. . Some think this an office fuperior ta 
that of Paftor, while others, even among the General - 
Baptifts, think very differently, He continued in it with. 
efteem, to the end of his life. In all his deportment in 
every relation, he aéted with candour and zeal, and was 
much efteemed by all who knew him. i 8 
Mr. Boyce had a numerous family, feventeen.or eighteen 
children; eight are ftill living; with twenty-four grand- 
children, and fourteen great-grand-children, He had orfly 
one wife, who died a few years before him, and who, for 
ferioufnefs of temper, and an exemplary behaviour, might 
juftly called “a mother in Ifrael.”? $ 
Mr, Boyce was a man of good natural powers, and 
habituated to think and talk diftinctly and methodically, — 
mena i could not be faid to equal fome others in 


mental ftrength. Confequently, though he fpoke and wrote 
with perfpicuity and eafe; yet he did not excel either in 
_ ptecifion or energy. He frequently wrote his thoughts on 
which came under his confideration ; yet he did 
not publifh them on any fubject, except on Baptifm, and 
on Singing in Public Worfhip. On the former fubje& he 
publifhed one pamphlet, and two upon the latter. He, to — 
a wonderful degree, retained his mental faculties to the 
end of life; and wrote with admirable freedom, and 
fteadinefs of hand to the laft. ere 4 
_He was a man of great temperance, and of great piety; 
which, undoubtedly, under the Divine blefling, conduced to 
the preferyation of his health, and of that eafe of thought 
and ig fo unufual at his advanced age, J 
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letter, dated May 29, 1799. 


Mr. Bovce’s religious fentiments varied in fome parts of 
his life. When he began in the miniftry, as he informed me, 
he wasa Trinitarian, and particularly zealous for the divinity 
and atonement of Jcfu Chrift. He delivered a difcourfe on 


_ thefe fubjeGts, not, 1 believe, in away of difputation, but to 
inftruét his hearers in what he believed to be the truth of the 


gofpel. An aged gentleman, who had much acquaintance 
with the controverfies.of the time, who. could argue with 


great fubtilty, and who heard that difcourfe, took the occafion © 


of tontroverting the doétrines which he had advanced. 
This difcourie of the aged gentleman, for whom he had a 
conlid:rable degree of veneration, threw his mind intoa ftate 
of hefitation. I do not know that he ever pofitively denied 
either of thefe doétrines. Buthe fo treated, or rather omitted 
them, as evidently tended to diminifh the glory of our blefled — 
Redeemer, both in his perfon and his work. I have, however, 
the pleafure of affuring the reader, that for many of his laft 

ears, he thought aiid {poke of Chrift, much more honqura- 

'y ; and much more to his Own comfort, and the comfort of 


_ the people under his care. A fenfe of man’s unworthinefs, — 
and of fulvation by free grace, through’ Jefus, feemed to be 


imprefied on his mind with peculiar force. ‘I have the 
greateft reafon,” fays he, “and muft acknowledge I am 
under every poflible ~ obligation of duty, gratitude, and 
thankfulnefs to God, with the higheft praife that I can ever 
give, and much more, yea, infinitely more than it is poffible 
for me to give to God, who hath done fo great things for my 
foul! What awakened, convinced, and truly converted - 
finner, can ever afcribe any thing to himfelf? Our weaknefles 


and imperfeétions, our fins and unworthineffes, we muft 


indeed take to ourfelves: but all that renders us acceptable, 


to God, is folely and alone of his fuperabundant grace, given 


us in Chrift Jefus. O wonderousall!!!?’ Letter, dated Sept. 
4, 1799- “1 have no hope of acceptance and falvation, 
with eternal glory, but in -Jefus the only Saviour : ‘no, none 


other, neither perfon, power, nor thing. ’Tis Chrift, and 


Chrift only, and nothing elfe befides him.” Letter, dated 


he views which he hadof death, and his comforts in the 
profpeét of it, appear in many of his letters. But to avoid an 


-unneceffary redundancy, only give an‘ extract from one 


Coning 
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Coningfoy, May 29, 1799-. 


ly very fincerely refpetted Friend 
and Ubriftian Brother. 


«“ YOUR friendly letter of 23d I received 27th. Ihave. 
often thought and talked of you fince I faw you. God, of 
his great mercy, hath hitherto preferved me a a mortal, 
‘and to make me what I am, his holy name be praifed- 1 am now 
in a comfortable ftate of body, but much more fo in mind, 
blefled be God. Yes, indeed, my brother, I can, by grace 
and faith, look forward into eternity,—and view the happy 
manfions prepared for all the people of God; and have good 
hope, through grace, that I, poor unworthy I, fhall one day 
join that happy’ company. bleffed, never-ending day! 


_ Brother, when you and I fhall meet each other there; we © 


fhall fee ourfelves where we have often wifhed and prayed 
to be. There we need pray no more, for we.fhall have every 
thing =| will make us eternally happy, Joytul and glorious 


without afking for. But whatever we fhall have will be 

iven us, but not received without thanks and praifes joy- 

lly returned to the great Donor of all. Which work of 
praife will never ceafe. O what a happy company we fhalf 
be when we fhall all live together, without divifions, fepara- 
tions, wrong opinions, or difputations. All love, peace, 
unity and harmony all divine!!! That is the happy place 

_and ftate I am waiting and longing for. ‘There I fhall be at 
~ home,” as you fay, and never go out more, Rev. iii. 12. 
_ Tam, as we all are now, ftrangers and pilgrims, and far from 

home; for this is notour reft, therefore muft depart, for this — 

is a polluted world, Mic. iit. 10. The promifed ref in 
heaven is holy, permanent and durable.—I have almoft done 
with this world. Soon I fhall be gone, and leave it. And 
when I have left it, [humbly hope my fpirit fhall join the 
fpirits of the juft, for ever made perfe€&t. None ever return 
to tell us any thing of their happy ftate, and we muft. wait till 
we come there to know what their happinefsis. But I may 
tell you that [ am not without complaints at certain times, 
efpecially when I leave the palpit; much weaknefs and pain, 
which continues fo long that [can hardly walk acrofs the 
houfe. But when I am in the. pulpit, and fpeaking, my 
hearers know not that I ail any thing, pee I feel the effects of 
it, and then fome ot them, however, know I do ail fomething. 
_ But after all my weaknelfles and wants, God gives me many. 
mercies and bleffings, bota temporal and fpiritual: and ftill 
mere gracioufly {upperts me. He hath carried me op, even 


to 
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to old age hath he brought me; (though fome I knew, and 
more I have heard of, much older) but that which is beft, 
continues his free, rich grace to comfort and delight my 
‘Gel Va 8 pleafing profpect of a happy eternity. Glory, 
thanks and praife 1 give to Him with my whole heart.— 
Much I could fay, for much J ‘have received.— But I do not 


forget he does all in and by Chrift, my ever blefled and 


— 


a 


honoured Lord and glorious Redeemer.—O yes! it is all by 
and through him, that we all haye what we have, and what 
we fhall have hereafter for ever. O the unfearchable riches 
of Chrift! He is All.—For without Chrift, no hope, no 
heaven, no happinefs. It is all wonderful what he hath 
- accomplifhed, and what he will accomplifh, for ali his friends, 
_ The fame number of years that you are old, I haye lived 
at Coningfby. And am now in my $7th year. O that I had 
lived more to the glory of God, and the gous and welfare of 
my own foul andothers. My unceafing daily prayer is, that 
I may live the remainder of my life more to the praife and ~ 


honour and glory of God. 
| _ GILBERT BOYCE.” 


‘Before I conclude thefe memoirs of my much | efteemed 
friend, who is, I doubt not, now happy with the Lord, 
I think it a part of the duty which.I ewe to his memory, to 
notice another circumftance. Some time ago, it was confi- 
_ dently reported, (and this report {till in a meafure prevails) 
_ that Mr. Boyce had embraced the reftoration fentiments, fo 
_ affiduoufly propagated by Mr. Winchefter and his friends. “I 
was a little furprized at this report; and thought it proper in © 
my next letter to enquire into the certainty of the fact. To 
my enquiry Mr. B. Sept. 25, 1797, wrote the following 


anfwer. “ As to my embracing Mr. Winchefter’s fentiments, 


and preaching them with great earneftnefs, I do affure you, — 


it is abfolutely a miftake.. I never did receive them. I 


always had, and ftill have, objections againft them. And fa_ 
far from preaching them with great earneftnefs, that indeed I 
never preached them in my life, and I dare fay, I never fhall. 
More I could fay ; but more I need not,” I had the plea- 
fure to fj a few hours with Mr. Boyce the third day of 


laft July, the very month in which he died. He, at that | 
time, of his own accord, in the company of feveral perfons, 
‘introduced that fubject, expreffed his wonder that men could 
. fpread fuch reports, and repeated the declaration, that, “ he 
had never embraced thofe fentiments.” I fhall clofe with 
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' faying, by the death of this venerable minifter, the church at 
Coningtby is deftitute of a paftor. | This ought ‘to excite our 
compaffionate regard for that people. Whatever we can do 
for them befides, let us be earneftly engaged in prayer for 
them, that they may keep clofe to each other 5 that they may 
be very cautious, yet very zealous, and very unanimous, in — 
their endeavours to obtain a fenfible, lively, evangelical 
minifter ; and that the God of the fpirits of all fleflh may 
mercifully, and fpeedily fucceed their endeavours, by giving 
them that unfpeakable bleffing, a paftor after his own heart! |. 


D. TAYLOR. 


— 


BISHOP BURNET’S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF 
THE ENGLISH MARTYRS, 


The Lives of feven Perfons, who were condemned, and fuffered 
Martyrdom together in one fire in Smithfield, London. 

Their Names are as follow: THomAas WHITTELL, 
BarTLeT GREEN, Gent. JoHn TupDson, 

 Artificer; JouN WENT, Artificer; THomas Brown, 
IsaBEL Foster, @ Wife; Joan LasHForp, a Maid. 


r 


"THESE feven perfons above-named were brought toge- 
ther before Dr. Bonner, bifhop of London, in the month of 
_ January, 1556, and there openly in.the Confiftory Court at 
St. Paul’s Church, had the following agticles miniftered unto 
them, by the bifhop in manner following? ieee 
“©The within written article, and every of them, and ~ 
every part and parcel of them, we Edmond Bonner, by the - 
_permiffion of God bifhop. of London. do obje& and minifter 
unto thee Thomas Whittell, &c. of our mere office, for thy 
“foul’s health, and reformation of thine offences and mifde- 
meanors, monifhing thee in the virtre of obedience, and 
under the pain both of the cenfures of the church, and alfo of 


other pains of the law, to an{wer fully, plainly, and truly, to 
Here follow the articles, with their anfwer$ to the fame. — 


1. Whether they, and each of them, did believe there is a 
catholick church 
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To this firft article they anfwered affirmatively, that hey 


did fo believe. 


But John Tudfon and Thomas Brown added further, that 
the church of England, as it was at that prefent ufed, was no 
part of the true catholick church. 

2. That there are in the church feven facraments. 

‘To this article they anfwered, that they acknowledged id 
twe facraments in Chrift’s catholick church, that is to fay, 
baptifm, and the fupper of the Lord. __ 

But John Went and John Tudfon affirmed, that ‘the fa- 
crament of the altar as it is ufed is an idol, and no facrament 
at all. 

3. That they were firft ba ptized in the faith of e catho- 
lick church, profeffling by their godfathers, the profeffion of 
the fame. 

To the third article they agreed, and confefled is to be 
true, that they were baptized in the faith of Chrift, and of 


ma church then taught; and afterwards, during the time of 


ps ipeacieh VI. they, hearing the gofpel preached, and the 
opened, followed the order of religion and rine then 
ufed and fet forth in the reign of king Edward VI. 

4- That they for the fpace of certain years did ratify and 


| allow, and not depart from any part of the er of the 


fame church in the which they were baptized. 

This fourth article they all granted and agreed to. But 
John Went added moreover, that about feven years pait, he 
being then about twenty years old, began to diflike certain 
things ufed in the church of England, as the miniftration of 


the facrament of the altar, likewife all the ceremonies of the 
faid church; and did likewife at that prefent time diflike the 


fame, although his’ and godmothers promifed for 


him the contrar 
John ‘Tudion added alfo, ‘that nine years ago, then 


about eighteen years old, he did miflike the doctrine and reli- - 


ion then taught and fet forth in the church of England, 
faving in king Edward’s time, when the gofpel was truly fet 
forth. “And further faid, that the queen’s reign, was not 
agreeable to God’s word, ner yet the true catholick church 
that Chrift {peaketh of. 

Ifabel Fofter alfo added in her eles to the fourth article, 
that fhe continued in the fame faith and religion which fhe 
was baptized in, after ihe came to years of difcretion, as 


other Common people do, though blindly and without know- 
ledge, till the reign of king Edward ,VI. at which time fhe 
the gofpel twaly preached and opened to the pco~ 
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pie, reccive 
fet forth. | 


. That they of late years have fwerved and gone away,” 
miiliked atid fpoken againft the profeffion of the fame church 
of England; at leaft fome part thereof; efpecially the facrifice — 
of the the facrament of altar, and the of 


- the church of Rome. 
To this fifth article thiey confelled the fame to be true, 
according to the contents thereof. 


But Thomas Whittell added moreover, he had fwerved 

and gone away; not in the whole, but in part ; not from the 

~ whole catholick church, but from the church of Rome, in 
fpeaking again{ft the mafé, the facrifice thereof, and the 


of Rome; 


Joan Lafhford alfo added td 


never heretofore fwerved or went away, nor yet doth, ftom any 
part of C 


rity of th fee of Rome, and the doctrine thereof, becaufe they 
be again Chritt’ s catholick church, and the right faith of the 


fame: 


Bartlet alfo {aid} that he not the | 
€atholiek faith, but only from the church of Rome, 
6, That they refufed to be reconeiled to the unity of the 


faid church of Rome. — 
“To this fixth article; they all confefs the to be true; 
_hecaufe (fay they) the fame church, and the doctrine therein 
fet forth and taught, difagreeth from the unity of Chrift’s 
wor and the true catholick faith: 

‘Whereunto Bartlet Green added, that he is contented to 
be reconciled to the unity of Chrift’s catholick church, but 
not to the church of Rome. 

In the like manner added alfo John Went: | 

9. That they refufe to come to hear mafs, and to receive 
the faid calling it an idol. 


Tot 


their doing, for that the mafs; with the facrament thereof, as 
was then ufed and fet’forth in the church of England, is. 
diffonant and difagreeable to the word, ‘and preaching of the 
gofpel. 

John Went furthermetie ‘faid, that the mafs, which He 


called the Lord’s.fupper, as it is now ufed in the realm of 


England, is naught, full of and againit God's 
ou. III. gk 


4 ENGLISH MARTYRS, 
1 theteupon the faith and religion then taughe and 


rift’s catholick faith and religion; but faith, that 
from the time fhe was eleven years of age, fhe has di fliked the — 
_ facrifice of the mafs, the facrament of the altar, and the autho- 


is feventh article they anfwer, and confefs the cons | 
tents ra to betrue; giving withal the reafon and caule of 
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far.as he feeth. He faid alfo, that fince the core- 
mation, by chance he hath been prefent where the mafs hath. 
been-faid, for the which he is forry. 
‘Mabel Fofter alfo confeffed, that fince queen Mary’s reign, 
fhe hath not heard mafs, nor received the facrament, but hath 
tefufed to come into the place where it was miniftered, for 
fhe knoweth nofuchfacramenttobe. | 
- And being-demanded of her belief in the fame, fhe faith, 
that there is but only material bread and material wine, and 
not the fubftance ireal of the body of ‘Chrift in the fame 
facrament; for fo fhe hath been taught to believe by the 


preachers in time of king Edward VJ. whom fhe believed to | 


have preached the truth in that behalf. 


_ 8. That they were fent by the commiffioners to the bifhep 


examined.and imprifoned.. 


To this eighth article, they grant 


He the fame, and the 
contents thereof. to be fo. 


. Thomas Whittell adding and affirming, that the lord 


chancellor that then was, fent hiarto the bifhop there prefent. 


Bartlet Greenadded, that/he was fent up to the faid bifhop, 


but for no offence herein articulate. 
John Went faid, that Dr. Story, queen Mary’s commif- 
froner, examined -him) upon :the facrament ;.and becaufe he 
denied the real prefence, he prefented him to the bifhop. : 
John Tudfon being examined by.Mr. Chomeley and Dr. 


Story upon the fame matters, and for not coming to church, | 


and accufed for the fame, becaufe he would not agree to 
them, was fent to the bifhop. 


Thomas Brown alf(6 faid, that he, for not coming to the 


church of St. Bride’s, was brought by the conftable to the 


Joan Lafhford faid, ‘that the was fent by Dr. Story to the 


bithop about twelve 
ever fince. . 


That all and fingular the prem fles have been andare 
true and manifeft 


weeks ago, and has continued with him 


jerifdi@ion of London. 
To this ninth, article they confefs and fay, that as. oy 
believ. the premifles before by. them confefled to be true, fo 
_ sthey deny not the fame to be manifeft ; and that they be of 

_ JNow thefe feven virtuous and religious perfons were, for 
maintaining and adhering to the'true faith of Chrift’s Holy 
“word, openly condemned for hereticks,: as is before faid. 
And on the 15th of January they were all fent to rere 


» Sc. and that they are of the diocefs and - 
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where they continued prifoners until. the 27th day of the fame | 


month, 1556, and then they. were all feven led to the:place 
of execution in Smithfield, where they were faftened to:three | 
ftakes, and there confumed in: one fire; freely giving. up their 
lives for the teftimony of the truth, and with humble-confi- 
dence refigning their foyls into the hands of God, through | 


AND ESSAYS, 


the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 


I prefent the following remarks as an Appendix to the feveral 
Addreffes which have appeared in your Magazine in favour 
ofthe Academy. ‘The infertion of it will oblige fome of 
your Hie and I hope be of fome fervice. Par 


By wi | time the utility of the Inftitution is pretty gene- 

rally known, and, on that account, the fubjeé need not, be 
argued here. - But there are fome appendages, fome fubfe- 
quent circumftances, which merit the attention of the Con- 


_ neétion, as much depends upon them, in order to give-exten- 


five effe&.to that affiftance which young. perfons received at 

the Academy. I doybt not but they will receive proper di- 
reétions, while they are there, refpecting ftudies,; fentimengs, 
and morals ; and what they: fheuld be as men, as chriftians, 
much is depending upon. the condud& of, the people 
towards them upon their return. I mean unlefs,the c 
releale them in a good degree from the avocations pet cares 
of time, the important. ends of the Inffitution will, be but 

not to afirm, that the Genera] Baptift intereft 
has fuffered much, has fuffered more-than any other integeft, 
for want of minifters having education, and time for ftudies 


and vifits; how can they teach from houfe to houfe, or give 
themfelves wholly to the miniftry, when they. are neceffarily . 


_ involved in the complicated and perplexing cares. of this life? 
This has been, and. is now the cafe with many of our mi- 
nifters. It is granted, that if minifters be avaricious, they 
may, to accumulate wealth, themiclves in the 
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but this is difhonourable ; ; sad what an account they will “ ee 
have. to give another day! s can fay nothing to defend «| 
thefe; but I] know, neceffity has obliged mony to do it, and 
does yet oblige numbers to leave the word of God to ferve 
tables. Hence minifters are unhappy in the view “of the 
great account, ‘the people are difcontented, and the beft 
-€aufe in the world languifhes. This is 4 principal caufe cf 
many of thofe complaints which are heard in many churches 
refpecting minifterial incapacity or ina@tivity. 

What can minifters do? Very few of them have an inde- 
pendent fortune, if they had, hey might, without the aflift. 
ance of their people, have books, time, and every other ss 
afiiftance that is defireable, But a bare fubliftance, not ta ar: | 
fay exigence, denies them thefe neceflary helps. 
Again, minifters are mortal, they have all appetites 
neceffities: of nature, which muft be fupplied, or the 

will certainty die; they may be told, indeed, that they fhalh 
be rewarded in heaven, but this eal, not keep them sive. ee 
They muft havea “fupply ; and as they have not 
through the- medium of their anceftors » they ae have it 
| through fome other channel, or not at all. 
 ~ It remains, therefore, that either they muft have it from 
thofe whom they ferve, or from their perfonal application to 
thoie employments which will furnifh them. If thofe whom 
they ferve do not, cannot, or think they cannot, or wil] not, 
\gninitter to them’ of their carnal thin there is but one 
alternative, they muft either employ their time and talents 
‘in providing things honeft in the fight of all men, or they 
mufi -ftarve ; for who expects minifters, or others in the \or- 
dinary Courfe of things, to be fed, by miraculous operations ? 
J grant infinite power can do this, but, in general, God has 
it the duty’ of his people, who reap fpiritua) things, to 
ey minifter their carnal or temporal things; to thofe who ferve = 
| ‘them. Now upon the fuppofition of the people being defece > 
tive in this-duty,'and fome certainly are, fo, miniiters are | 
obliged tobe men of bufinefs, and to devote that time and 
‘thought to this world, which ought to be employed about ano- 
ther. Hence, ftudies are negleéted, and vifits omitted; the 
-minifter is tortured.and deject.d; he dreads the preaching 
hour,’ becaufe he isunprepared. {t arrives, he fnatchesupa 
text, where he can find it, and makes fuch hazardous and 
yandom remarks wpon it as a kind of chance furnifhes ; he 
aleerids the pulpit trembling, and defcends blufhing ; fome of 
iE he hearers have been afleep, others hanging down their | 
in becaufe of the preacher's blunders ; others 
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aaa — thing, excéptanew gofpel. Old gofpel, but in 
new drefs. 
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do this ? 


expedient would foon bring tender co 


of thofe whofe labours they condemn. 


were fav 


qinent minifter-—No, 


‘SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 355 


; complain there is no diverfity, all old, all common. We 
want new texts, new thoughts, new phrafes, new fermons; 
, every Sunday. To this I have no objeétion, 
where genius is competent, providing the gofpel is not loft 
in difguife; but to abandon this glorious fyftem of truth, ‘by. 
nents to amule the curious hearer by endlefs variety, is 

| injury to the fouls of men, and it is treafon againit 
the King of Kings ! Neverthelefs, an ability to clothe acom-_ 

‘mon theme with the grace of novelty, fo as to arreft attention, 
| _—__ while the truth remains undifguifed, is a fine acquifition. In 
a i this the great art of preaching lies ; and in this every minifter 
4 fhould be ambitious to excel. But is it likely, is it poffible, 
for thofe who have little or no time for reading and ftidy ta 


And yet for want of this the people are diffatished, and 
| ae they complain. The minifter is tnhappy; he is fettered 
among thorns ; and cannot remedy the evils, nor remove the 
complaints, except in a finall degree, by devoting thofe houis 
to ftudy which nature has appointed for repofe. But this 
{titutions down to the 


Again, refpe€ting the complaints noticed ‘above, they are . 
fometimes in a degree unjuft, and originate with thofe captious 
heareis, who have much felf-conceit, and very little found 
knowledge and good experience; and who, by their fneér,and 
infult, prove that they are novices, mere boys, in comparifon 


But, a certain degree, the defeéts complained of do exift, 
many preachers know it, and mourn over it.” Yet what can 
they i They have not apoftolical infpiration. If they 

| , oured with this, it might anfwer every ‘thing; they 
might then be buried in the cares of life ten hours in the day, 

emerge the eleventh, and preach an excellent fermon. ‘But 

| being deftitute of ordinary and extraordinary affiftance, can 
rou expe&t propriety, order, pathos, and variety ? Can you 
rafonably look for the eflentials and accomplifhments of an 


perhaps, after all, nothing 1S done, onlythe comn- 
‘paints are Continued, mutual uneafinefs {till prevails ; info- 


much that the jaded fervant afr to exclaim, in the lancuag 


and defpair, O thar Tha 


in the wildernefs a lodging 


ce of way-faring men, that I might leave my people!” 
Ad unlefs minifters are more at liberty to do the work be- 


forging to their proyince, it is unreafonable to require, a 


nd 


. 
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le, | | | | 

It is granted and lamented, that the.fleece, not the flock, 
is the grand obje& fought by many public characters; hence 
mnreafonable men, without mercy or diftinétion, have 


infamous names; while the whole. fyftem of religion has 


Been condemned as prieftcraft. But will this injultice, thefe™ 
 flanders, filence the voice of reafon and revelationf—No. 


I do not, however, mean to cenfure any church for 
intentional injuftice. | am perfuaded the churches of Chrift 
with to know their duty andintereft, Inconfidera 
fume has been the caufe of neglect, Fae | 

It is certain that many churches have been fenfible of 
‘their languid condition; and have wept, prayed, and deli- 


berated; and formed plans, expenfive and honourable, to 


raife their caufe to a greater pitch of refpectability. It is 
father remarkable, that they have never, amongit all their 
plans, hit upon that which js here recommended, though, 
am confident, it is of great importance 
It perhaps will be replied: ‘+ We are convinced of the 


propriety of what is recommended; but the times are hard, and 


we muft not rob Peter to pay Paul.” ‘True, but if the 
idols Mammon, Pride; Cuftom, and Fafhion, were plundered, 


there would be no great harm in this; no treafon, nq 


facrilege in. this; The {poils would furnith ample refources 
to make mjnifters more ufeful, or more culpable, by afford. 


ing them more Jeifure to ferye their God and’ their people to 


greater advantage. 


~ Again, fettering minifters with a multitude of wordly 


cares, is inconfiftent with found policy; and it is certair 


the Baptifts have fuffered much in pojnt of ftrength on this 


account. 


_ Have. we not verified in this inftance the common adagy No 


« Penny wife, and pound foolifh.” If minifters were s 
refpectable in and out of the pulpit as they might be, if 
_ they had opportunity for improvement, the fuperior acquil- 
tions in point of number and property, would mere thn 
counterbalance the extra expence of their liberation. If I 
could perfuade our people in general to think fo, I fhoulddo 
- fomething ; as we eafily flide into meafures, which we fuppfe 


will increafe our fecular importance, add toour finances, ind — 


eafeour burdens. ANON YMOLS. 


Fo be continued.) 


to expe, miniftrations which will long pleate 


Branded the moft amiable and ufeful. perfons, with the mot — 


tion I 


ESAY 
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 feems to be hinted, Matt. vi. g.” Ifthe ever blefled God 
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sSAY ON THE USING OF WHAT IS COMMONLY 
CALLED’ THE LORD’s PRAYER. 


Y's the Editor of the General Baptift? Magazine. 
Dear 


In Vol III. p. 118 of your ufeful Magazine, a Corref- 
pondent wifhes for fomething to be faid on what is 
commonly called the Lord’s Prayer; particularly an 
anfwer to this Queftion ;—“ Did our Lord intend that 
his difciples fhould always ufe this prayer, of, was it 


only intended that they fhould: pray after that manner, as 


fhall be pleafed to help me, [ will endeavour to fay a little 
— * on this fubjeét: and if you approve what is faid, you 


are’defired to infert it in your Magazine, as foon as 


Your’s, moft affectionately, 


I, Inrropucrion. 1. THAT Prayer is one of 
the moft important duties of man, will, I think, be generally 


allowed. ‘l’o gain inftruction in our moft important ‘duties, - 


is a very great blefling: whoever, therefore, inftruéts us 
in thefe, muft be owned, thus far, to be a friend to mankind, 
and an ufeful member of fociety. This, will.apply, efpeci- 
ally, to that facred duty, Prayer. Affiftance and inttruction 


in this, is a fpeécial bledling;.becaufe it is fo often 
joined—fo very neediul—fo very ufeful—and yet, by many, 


fo much negleéted, or, fo very imperfe@ly practifed. 
2. Prayer is a direct, immediate addrefs to God: it is 


very neceflary that this idea be frequently: imprefled on 
‘Our minds, when we are employed in praying, or, when 


about to attend to it, in order to prevent our thoughts from 
roving, andto fix our minds on our facred work, and to 
engage our thoughts and minds with God, 


_ 3. Here appears the great neceflity of underflanding the | 
meaning of our prayers. Can any be confidered guiltlefs 


who allow themfelves, when addrefling Almighty ‘God, in 


utteriug with their tongues what they do not well, under- 


ftand? Is it fuppofable that the pe:fe@tly holy God, who 
knows the intent of the heart, and who knows our words 
long before, can be pleafed with fuch fervices as the wor- 


fhipper 
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fhipper does not underftand? Or can the heart be pro« 
perly engaged in the prayers to which the underftanding is 
a ftranger? Can thisbe worthippimg God “ with the {pirit 
and with the underftanding alfo?” Surely none can pretend 

4. While this may and muff be applied to prayer of every 
kind, and efpecially to all Forms of Prayer, it muft be ap- 
plied to what is called the Lord’s Prayer: for, can any man 
imagine, that, fuppofing Jefus to have taught that to be faid 
in prayer, he defigned it fhould be faid by thofe who 
did not know the meaning of it? This is not likely at all. 

“This will: perhaps, and I with it may, affect the minds 
of fome who enjoin it on Children, and thofe who are 
mearly as ignorant as children, to fay the Lord’s prayer, 
as they call it. Is it poffible for a rational creature who 
has any regular knowledge ef God, to believe that the 
Lord Jefus defigned this facred, folemn motto for prayer, 
to be a Form for Infants, and common, ignorant, wicked 
.perfons, though grown up to.maturity? Surely~ this cannot 
be! However, as perhaps there may be occafion againg — 
to touch on fome of thefe ideas, I conclude the preface, 

Il. A few very fhort remarks on the Lord’s prayer, 
which, though not dirc&t!y to the queftion, may, perhaps, 
be not quite without their ufe, to fome of the more 
‘ignorant, into whofe hands they may come, and may affitt 
in anfwering the queftion, particularly 
4. The Lord’s Prayer, is the name commonly given to 
thofe Six Short Sentences, in that Directory to Prayer, 
which the bleffled Jefus gave tohis difciples, Luke xi. 2—5. 
Matt.-ivi. o-—-14. 1 think’ it is childifh to. difpute 
with any, for the fake of oppofition: but with deference 
to the wife and the many, | do not think it is fo very proper 
to call it the Lord’s Prayer. It is certain, the Lord Jefus © 
could not ufe it himfelf, becaufe he never had any fin’ 
to be forgiven, notto mention any other reafon; and, I do 
‘not remember that the holy writers ever call it the Lord’s 
Prayer; if they had called it fo, furely it would be right — 
‘in others to call it fo too: but if neither the blcfied | 
Jefus intended it as a prayer, nor the holy writers 
derftood it fo, but only a means of affifting enlarging the 
ideas of thofe young converts, perhaps it would be better. 

not to call it the Lord’s Prayer at all, Bt 
a. “ Qur Father, which art in Heaven,” moft naturally | 

teaches us that the direction “Was, not given to the 


f 
a 
| | 


SERMONS AND ESSAYS: 359 


Children of God as fuch ; as it is certain it. was ; addreffed td 
the difciples of Chrift, aid to none elfe. | 
Hallowed be thy name,” thews us what a ferious re- 
gard fKould be paid to the facred name, God; as well as re- 
verence to all the attributes of which he is poficfled ; ; and how — 
inconfiderate, heedlefs; wicked, and impious thofe perfong 
ate, who trifle and play with “ that fearful and glorious name,” 
and, by the way, how impoffible it is, for fuch as thefe, to 
have any thing todo, either with the words or meaning of this 

-direCtory, in theit prefent carnal ftate! 

Thy kingdom come,” feems to be efpecially proper; 
at that time, but does not fo directly apply to after times in — 
the chriftian church. This is fufficiently illuftrated and 
proved from thofe expreffions which fo often occur in the 
New Teftament; “ the kingdom of heaven is at hand, cal 
_©the kingdom of God is come unto you,” &c. which evi- 
dently intend the gofpel ftate. I am aware that much mighé — 
be faid on the kingdom of grace, and the kingdom of glory, © 
—&«c. but as I have fo little room, I muft content mpi with 
the eafief# and firft plain fenfe. | 
_ g. “© Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven,” feem 

much to illuftrate the laft remark : ‘and fhews the neceflity, in 
regard to all wo learn to pray from this pattern, of being 
wholly given up to the vite will, and of cherifhing a fincere 
and earneft defire that mankind may all be fo: and that thé 
knowledge of God may be univerfal. 
ie, Give us this day our daily bread,” fhews our éntite 

and abfolute dependance on God, for every crumb of thé 
_ bleffings of this life, and is defigned to lead our minds to © 
view the bleffed God as eafing and providing for us all thefé; 
but that ftill it is our duty to pray for them 3 and, as we 
need 'them daily, to pray for them daily. 

4. “© And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors,” 
fhews the néceffity that even the children of God have of 
conftant, daily pardon of fin; for the Lord Jefus féems to 
defign to teach us that fo long as we need daily bread; we 
need pardon; and that while we pray for daily bread, we 
fhould pray for daily forgivenefs. But this direction fhett’s 
-alfo, as itis explained, Matt. xviit. &c. that whoever prays 
for forgivenels of fin, fhould forgive his fellow creatures: 
aiid hence, it is certain, that hie cruel and malicious have 
nothing to do with this directory, in their prefent wicked 
ftate. “It was not defigned for fuch, nor addrefied to them, 

8 “ And lead us not iuto temptation, but deliver us from 
evil,” teaches us that God has all events at his difpofal; that 

Vou. 3. We 
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that the blefled Jefus intended the minifter : 
fix fentences every time, and ..othing,elfe? 
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we and all our affairs, ftates, and. circumftances, are in the 
hands of God ; that he can controul, over-rule, or counter -~ 
a&t, all the defigns of all our infernal and mortal enemies ; 
and that it is our duty, and unalterable great privilege, to 
pray to Him, and to hope in Him, for his gracious interpofi- 
tion in our behalf, as our exigencies may require. — 


g. “For thine is the kingdom, and the power, ain a 


glory, for ever,” explains and proves much of the laft remark, 


It reprefents God as the abfoluie governor over all, and, as 
fuch, that all glory is his due for ever. “To him, therefore, 
let all the creation afcribe it! Amen, andAmen! 
III. Let us endeavour more direétly to anfwer the 

queftion propofed, “ Did our Lord intend that his difciples 
fhould always ufe this prayer, &c.” We make the few fol- 

1. If it were to be ufed always in prayer, thenthere could | 
be nothing elfe in prayer. For if a perfon be employed in 
the facred work, at one time, for half an hour, or more, or 
lefs time, the beginning, the middle, and conclufion, and the 
whole is prayer: if, therefore, this be ufed a/ways, muft it not 
be. the whole of prayer? Again, if a man prays twelve 
‘times a.day, or more, or fewer, and if he ufe thefe words 
always, when he prays, then he muft ufe them twelve times, 
or more or lefs. I wifhit to be noted here, that we are not 
exaggerating, by fuppofing twelve times a day; for if a 


_ miniiter attend public worfhip three times on a Lord’s day, | 
jt is not uncommon to pray three times at every public meet- 


ing; this would make nine times; but if we reckon fever 
times in public worlhiz, which is very common; twice with 
his family; and three times for fecret prayer, will be twel\e; 
which, no doubt, is common, and rather below the account, | 


‘for thofe minifters who have zeal for God, and ftrength of 


body for muchlabour. Now, I afk, can any man imagine | 


Id fay thefe 


2. it will be replied, «* No: the Lord Jefus does not 


jntend thofe words to be ufed every time that we pray, and ~ 


to be the whole of every prayer.” From this obligation, | 
theretore, we are rcleafed by this anfwer; but then, if the 
Lord Jefus intended to enjoin the faying thefe words at ally 


will not our difficulties be greater, by this anfwer, rather 


than lefs, and more rather than fewer. Becaufe ft} we have 
the adverb when, which determines) the time, that is, when ye 
pray, fay. our Father, &c. Mutt it not, therefore, bea part 
of eveiy prayer, and {till be ufed, by | {ome eight, by others | 
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ten, by others twelve, and by fome fourteen or fifteen times 

every Lord’s day? Is this probable? Wiil there not be much - 
repetition, if not by many vain repetitions? — 
3. Others will with to fay, “ It is not probable the Lord © 
 Jefus intended that thefe fentences fhould be ufed in every 


- prayer ?” I am perfuaded fo too, it is not probable. But 


then, if he defigned they fhould be ufed at all, and if he 
enjoined the uling of them at all, whe /hall determine when ? 
Are we not in danger of ufurping authority which belongs to 
the Lord of Glory? He fays, when ye pray. Who will fay 
fometimes when ye pray? It mult be one of your prayers at 
every meeting, or a part of one, every Lord’s day, and a part 
pf one every other day of the week, in your clofets, with 
your families, with the fick and afflicted, &c. Who will 
dictate at this rate? And what is become of the glorious, 
only Head of our holy religion now! Every body knows that 
He has given no fuch injunctions or directions as thefe. As 
J have nat room to enlarge on the difficulties and abfurdities, 
many of which now appear before me, and ftrike my mind 
with great force, 1 will leave. them for others who have room 
for them. 
4. Another, who demands our attention, wifhes to drop 
his word among the reft. It is this. ‘ Phe Lord Jefus 
does not fo much defign the words to be ufed, as to give the 
young converts to chriftianity fome general leading ideas of — 
their relation to God, their dependance on God, and. their 
duty to God, to affift them in prayer.” ‘This is I think the 
plain truth. We donot underftand that the Lord Jefus has — 
enjeined the faying of the words at all. The difficulties 
_ hinted above, and very many more, deads us to conclude it 
impoffible, fo far as we can judge, 
_  §. But ftill it will be replied, that, according to Luke, the 
injunction is, ‘¢ when ye pray, fay, Our Father, &c.” 
True, but I do not remember, nor know of any who do fay — 
the words always when they pray, except little children, and, 
_fuch like: -and if they be not faid always, the injunction 
ftands for nothing; becaufe it gives us no licence to do it 
Sometimes only. This liberty of doing it fometimes 
only allowed and practifed by them who underftand 
the faying of the werds enjoined at all, is, like many 
other things, in many profeflors of religion, unjuffifiable; and 
it would be well if the perfons would confider it very feri- 
—oufly } Many profefled chriftians do not underftand that 
Chrift has enjoined tiie faying of the words at all in prayer, 
becaute, according to Matthew, the Lord Jefus fays, ** After 
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this manner pray ye” From which we underftand, that, | 
what is there faid, is defigned only, as a general directory, to | 
afiit thof: young chriftians to whom it was addrefied. ‘They \ 
needed affiftange and diretion very much, and fo do we, 
Let us be that ful for the affiftance which the blefled Jefus | 
has given us, and improve it to his glory; butIct us not 
make chains and fetters one for another, but ftand faft in the 
ia which Chrifthas left us. 
ot 6. | 2dd ayain, that, there is no doubt, the difciples to. 
the direétion was firft given, would underftand the 
defign of their Mafter, fufficiently well to guide their pra@ice, 
ee Jf, therefore, the Lord Jefus defigned they fhould ufe the 
ra words in their prayers, either as the whole of their prayer, 
re or as a part of it, without doubt they would have ufed them; _ 
but, every body knows we have no account of their ufing ” 
them. We have evidence that they prayed, and that they | 
prayed often, and, fumetimes, we have the words, which 
they ufed in prayer; and oft we have the particular mercies 
for which they prayed; but we have never the leaft intima- 
tion that they ufed thefe words in prayer. Befides, we know, 
that the apolties often taught, and exhorted, and encouraged 
their fellow chriftians to pray, but we do not find that they 
ever fo much as intimated, or hinted to them the neceffity or — 
propriety of ufing thefe words in prayer. Confequently, we 
have no evidence that the chriftians of the firft age did ever 
ule thefe words at all in prayer. 
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| 7. The mott fenfible, and, perhaps, the ftrongett reafon, 
Pa that I remember to have read or heard in behalf of the ufing — 
thefe words in prayer, is this: “ This prayer had been 
ia generally ufed by chriltiens, efpecially from the third century 
downward, and probably long before.” On which I hope it 
will not be lofs of time to remark very briefly, as follows. 
sg, This remark is made by one who is pretty pofitive and — 
plain that the Lord Jefus enjoined the apoftles to u/e the ferm, 
as he calls it, in Luke xi. 2—5. But one may be allowed 
to afk, is it not probable that, if the difciples had underftood 
it fo, there would more probability than there now is, that 
co it was ufed, generally, in the fir# century ? Is there any pro- 
_* bability at all that it was even once ufed in the firf? century ? — 
2. lt affects me much, that we have fo many dodtrines and 
| duties taught and enjoined from the creeds and practices of the 
_ | * profeffors of the third century and downward, this has done 
_. jneonceivable mifchief to religion! How much is there of | 
_» human tradition, not to fay of every part of popery, which _ 
may not be taught and enjoined from this manner of 
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Is it not very well known by all who-are tolerably acquainted 
with ecclefiaftical hiftory, that the third century was a very 
remarkable period for innovation, and human tradition, in the 
3. I donot know how it will be felt by others, but I feel 
mytfelf totally iderated from every thing 1n religion, and in 
the worfhip of Almighty God, whether doctrine or practice, — 
if there be not good evidence that it was taught or practifed in 
the fiz/? century. Ifthe blefled Jefus, and his firit difciples did 
not teach it, or enjoin it, and, unlefs I know that they did, 1 
wifh to be at liberty from believing or practiling it. And 
further, I very fincerely and earneftly defire and advife all 
chriftians with whom 1am conneéted to be as I am in this, 
if they fee that it be right. I think it is allowed, by many 
fenfible men, that infidelity, deifm, and enthufiafm, are ar- 
rived at a very great pitch in this day of degeneracy: this 
— will juftify my earneft defire, that all my friends would pay a 
{trict and confcientious regard to the will of God, and to that 
only in religion and in divine worfhip: and, becaufe we are 
“ bought with a price, not to be the fervants of men.” 
Laftly. There are fome who with to afk, Is it wreng 
then to ufe thofe words, when we pray, which are commonly 
called the Lord’s Prayer? 1 anfwer. Every man ufes, or 
fhould ufe, fuch words in prayer as de thinks are proper, and 
who can call him to account? This, however, applies more: 
direfily to fecret prayer ; which, by the way, is perhaps what 


the difciples and the Lord Jefus had moft directly in view,  - 


when he inftru@ted them. In public, focial prayer, fome re- 
gard fhould be paid to acceptable words, in a degree, as in 
preaching. When it is entirely indifferent with God, and 
he leaves us at perfect liberty, then it may be the beft, and is 
commonly our duty, “to pleafe all men, for their good to 
edification,” but if any perfon fee it right to ule thofe worse 
In prayer, who made me a judge or a divider in the cafe? 
To forbid, where God has not forbidden, is much the fame as — 
tocommand, when God has not commanded. .Let the man, 
_ who is the mouth for the company prefent, confult the perfons 
_ and cafes which he has to commend to the Beto ed in 
prayer, and then let him ufe tuch words as God enables him 
to ufe, and as he thinks the moft proper ; and, for me, he may 
_ufe thofe words in the paflage above. If thefe be fuitable for - 
his prefent bufinefs, or, if he believe they are, I have nodo- 
minion over his faith, : 


Aug. 23, 1800, 
Te 
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To the Edi ter the General Bap Magazin 


I here fend m Twelfth Appress for Sunda 
Schools. 


On Osepience to MASTERS, 


i 


‘DEAR youths, you know that we hive informed | 
you, that the defign of this fchool is not only to teach you to. 
read and write, but to inftrué you in the important duties of 
morality and religion. | tq 

Now gilany of you are in a ftate of fervit either 
fervants ‘in Common, or as apprentices; and there are rules | 
by which fuch ought to aé&. It cannot be fuppofed that we — 
fhould be left without directions, human or divine, in fuch a 
cafe as this; and as God has been pleafed to give dire€tions — 
to you tn thefe low ftations of life, furely it is your-duty to — 

ard them, and it muft be a great fin to difobey them. | 

You will obferve, that the word of that God who made | 
and preferves you, faith 1 Peter ii. 18, Servants be fubject 
to your mafters, with all fear;’’ that is with reverential | 
regard to them, and fear to offend them; and this “ not only 

to the good and gentle, but alfo to the froward.” Obferve | 
here, that this obedience is not only “tothe good andgen- 
tle,” who may be pleafed with cafe, and ferved wit’ plea- 
fure ; but alfo “to the froward,” whofe treatment at times 
may be hard to bear, yet even then chriftianity makes it the 
duty of the fervant to obey; and we know there are no 
better rules than thofe of chriftianity by which your youthful | 
lives can be regulated. ie 

_ Titus ii. 9. “ Exhort fervants to be obedient to their own 
mafters, and to pleafe them’well in all :hings ; not an{wering 
again,” in that pert, faucy manner which fome bad and impu- 
dent youths do. Not that is not nor 
‘defrauding n any matter. 
Alfo Ephef, vi. 5, 6, 7. and Collof 22. «¢ Servants 
| obey i in all things your matters, etl ib the ficth ; not 
with eye-fervice, as men-pleafers, but in finglenefs of heart, 
fearing God.” Not only to ferve them with uprightne(s 
when their eye is upon you, but in their abfence too, for even 
then the eye of God fees you, and if ani mare you expofe 
yourfelves to the anger of God. | 


"Remark 
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Remark then, oh! ye youths, that it is not only fwearing, 
lying and ftealing, that are fins againft God, but difobe~ 


dience to matters, even to froward mafters, is a fin too: andail — 


fin offends God, and injures them that are guilty of it. May 
thefe great truchs be underftood, remembered, and confidered 


by you all, to your prefent and everlafting advantage, for Jefus | 


Chrift’s lake. Amen. | 


ADDRESS XIII. 
‘On the Honour and ADVANTAGE of OBEDIENCE ¢o 
MASTERS. 


4. ON the honour that will refult from it to you youths 


- who are obedient to your matters.—Now as God has been 


pleafed to give inftruction in this cafe, it muft be a great 
honour in the fight of God and man for you to be found 


obedient to his blefled word. For the apoftle Peter faith, 


4 Epilile ti. 19. “ this is thank-worthy,” that is worthy of 
praife, ev.n from God, for the fervant to be obedient to his 
matter, ,efpecially the froward, and when this is done in 


obedience to God too. What an honour this, oh ye youths. 


Aim at it, ftrive for it; let nothing divert you froma work 
fo honourable and good, 


Paul faith (Titus ii, 10 ) that to fhew good fidelity to 


mafters will “ adorn the doétrine of God our Saviour.” 
What an honour then mutt this be to you, to learn to aé& fo 


even in youth, as to adorn the doctrines of chriftianity by | 


your good ¢: sunduct. 


_What an honour to a fervant, when he is not guilty of — 


purloining, or .f eye-fervice; but his mafter can leave him 
and truft him without fear of being defrauded or injured by 


him. [hen you will have the honourable charaéter of — 


honeit fervants. 


2. On the advantage of obedience to mafters.—When 


obedience to matters is chearfully and heartily praétifed, as 
unto God, it is a fervice wel! pleafing to him, Ephef. 


vi. 7. Coll. iii. 22,23. Such of you as fo obey, in this you 


ferve the Lord Jefus Chrift, and fhall receive a reward, and 


that not a trifle; if you are true believers in the Lord Jefus - 


~Chriit, you fhall receive a rewdrd at the day of judgment, 
Coll. iit, 24. Surely, oh youtas, the confideration of that 
reward will encourage you to obey your mafterss, your pa- 


rents, 
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rents, and your God, while here on earth. - Befides, fuch 
obedience will be moft likely to fecure you the refpe@t, kind- 
nefs, and even the rewards of your mafters, and the affec- 
tionate regard of their orga and the beft ais of your 
| 
- "Thus you may fee, that in this fchool, you are taught 
| thofe things, which, if ferioufly attended to, will lead you to 
honour and advantage i in this world, and the world to come, 
with which ik God of heaven blefs you all, e 


Jefus Chriftour Lord. Amen. 


ADDRESS XIV: 


On the REASONABLENESS of OBEDIENCE 10 MASTERS, 
and the Confequences neglecting 


THEIR fuperiority in point of ave, whers 
with you, makes it reafonable that you fhould obey them. | 
2. They are in all probability wifer, by reafon of that ex- 
perience of men and things that their age muft have given 
them. | 
3. Itis their place as to teach and. and 
your’s as fervantsto obey. 
~The matters pay the fervants their wages, Therefore 
| is that are fervants ought to wal it your duty to obey | 

| 

. The mafter teaches the apprentice his trade, by which 

he? istoearn his bread through life; therefore nothing can be 
more reafonable than that you youths, who are now, and may 
hereafter be apprentices, do yield a moft ftrict obedience to 
matters in all right and lawful things. 

6. The confequences of negleéting this obedience to you: a 
mafters. We have endeavoured to convinee you that this 
obedience is reafonable and advantageous, and matter of divine 

command. 
Therefore to negleét this muft be to ad to reafon, 
contrary to our own. intereft, and contrary to the word of 
Ged. The confequences of which mutt furel ly be very bad. 
And the infpired apoftle Paul faith, Coll. ili. 25. with re- 


ference to this fubje&t, ** He that doeth wreng, fhal]} receive 
for the wrong which he hath done,””. Now this is not merely 
the word of man, but it is the word of God, and it is even 
God that threatens difobedient fervants the 


2. Such 


difob ediencc. 
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2. Such difobedient fervants are a difgrace to puto i 


a difgrace-to their families, and are looked upon with 


contempt in their neighbourhoods. A bad fervant, a, bad 
apprentice; whata nuifance, what an injury tofociety! 
3. Such moft awfully thew that they are of a hardéned and 
abandoned charaéter, and that they neither fear God ae 
rman: How dreadful muft the confequence of this be! 
Surely, furely, Oh furely dear roan you will never by your 
ves milerable. 

4. Such abandoned hardnefs in youth, often increafes with 
their riper years, and leads to punifhment, the moft fevere, 


awful, and difhonourable, that this world can inflict, and, 


what is yet. worfe, leads to perdition in the world to 
come. Strive then, dear youths to efcape all this by obe- 
dience to your mafters and your God. & 


May the divine bleffing attend this, and every other — 
Sunday School, in the kingdom; making them preven- 
tatives of vice, and nurferies for Virtue, in the rifing ges 
neration, leading them to ufefulnefs and refpectability in 
earth, and eternal glory in heaven, through Jefus Chrift our 


Amen. 


2 
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Jo the Editor of the General Baptif Magazine. 


CHATHAM, SEPT. 1800, 
Dear SiR, 


T fatter myfelf the following anecdote of the late Rev. John 


Berridge, of Everton, will be acceptable to many of your 

readers, as it not only difcovers-the candour and liberality 
of that great and good man; but affords a convincing 
proof, that genuine chriitianity umites the hearts of it’s 
-poffeffors, although their heads or judgements, in fome 
refpects may differ. 


SOON ater the death of the late Countefs of Hunting- 
don, I had occafion to vifit Mr. Berridge, at Everton. In 


the courfe of converfation, I infofmed him of her departure ; 


upon which he faid, ‘then there is another pillar gone 


to glory—Mr. Whitfield, is gone, John and Charies 
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Weles are gone; fhe is gone, and I fhall go foon.” I 
replied, yes, Sir, you may expect foon to follow them; and 


although there has been, fome difference in your _judg- 


ments upon earth, [ hope: you will meet in heaven, and 
unite in praifing God and the Lamb. With a pleafing 


fmile on his countenance, he chearfully anfwered, “ aye, aye; 


that we fhall; for the Lord wafhed all our hearts here, 


and he’ll wafh our brains there.” * 

Your’s, in the beft of bonds, © 

JOSEPH HOBBS. 


To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. 
DEAR SIR, 


IT has been my practice for fome time patt, to read a part 


of Mr. Henry’s Expofition of the Bible, in my family 


daily; and in the courfe of reading, have frequently been 


pleafed and profited with the pithy fentences, and pertinent 
remarks I have met with; which induced me to tranfcribe 


_ fome of them, hoping they might be of fome ufe to my 
children at a future period, without any intention of pub~ 


lifhing them ;—but having lately obferved in fome periodical 
works, felect fentences from the writings of eminent minif- 


ters, which to me appeared calculated for general ufefulnefs, 
I was inclined to with the few {craps I had gleaned, 


might alfo be fcattered abroad, (if approved) through the 


medium of the General Baptift Magazine, in hopes that 
‘fome feed might fall in good ground, and bring forth fruit 
the glory of the great Hufbandman, | | 


I have therefore fent you a fample, and have iebatid to 
chapter and verfe, that perfons not poflefled of the Ex. 
pofition, may compare them with the Scriptures, and form 
a judgment of their propriety. Should they meet your ap- 


probation, I hope, if the Lord permit, to furnifh you with 
a fufficient number to fill a page monthly, and leave you 
at full liberty to. omit any that may be thought unfuitable. 


nS I am, dear Sir, 
fincere refpet, 
JOSEPH HOBBS. 


Chatham, Sept. 1800. 
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| GENESIS CHAP. 1, 


ALWAYS keep eaves in ‘your eye, and the carth ‘under 
your feet. ver. I. 
-”- Atheifts are the greateft tcl 3 in nature; for they fee there 
is a world that could not make itfelf; and yet they will 
not own there is a God that made it. 101d. 

We burn our Matter’s candles, but do not mind our 
work. ver. 14. 

As we live upon God's bounty, we fhould live to - 
glory. ver. 

He that een his birds, will not ftarve His babes. tet 30. 


CHAP, 


Nature is content with a little, and that which is moft 
natural ; grace with lefs; but luft with nothing. ver. 8. / 

He that made us is alone able to make ushappy. ver.g. 

There is a true pleafure in the bulinefs which God 
calls us to, and employs us in. ver. 15. 

That wife that is of God’s making by {pecial grace, ati 
of God’s bringing by {pecial providence, is to 
help for a man. ver, 23, 


aor se 
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CHAP. III. 


‘Thofe that would be fafe have need to be fulpicious 
ver. I. 

Thofe that would be kept from harm, muft keep out of 
harm’s way ¥. Ver. 
Wavering faith and wavering rfolutions, give great ad- 
vantage to the tempter. ver. 3. 

No condition will of itfelf bring contentment, unlef 
‘the mind be brought to it. ver. 4. 

Satan may tempt, but he cannot force. ver. 6. 

‘The way of fin is down hill. ver. 6. 

Sin is a brat that nobody is willing toown. ver.12. 

The devil’s inftruments mutt fhare in the devil’s punifh- 
ments. ver. / 


| ry God will humble thofe tat will not humble themfelves. 
ver, 
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darknefs. Yet, oh, my foul, ma 
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For the General Baptift Magazine. 


SCRAP VII 
On Acts xvii. 28, 


«© For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as 

‘certain alfo of your own poets have faid, For we are 
alfo his offspring. For as much then as we are the 
offspring of God, we ought not to think ghat the 


Godhead is like unto gold, or filver, or ftone, graven by 
art and man’s devices,” 


PAUL, having hinted at the univerfal providence of — 
God, ver. 26. and the encouragement mankind have to 
feck him, ver. 27th, here declares, That we both live and 
move, and have our very exiftence in, and from this God. 
And the more to enforce this confideration on their -minds, 
he ‘declares the idea is not new: for this doétrine had been 
previoufly mentioned by their authors, and allowed and ap- 


proved by themfelves. As Aratus a poet of Cilicia, who 


lived mear three hundred years before Paul’s day, thus 
fang, “* For we his offspring are.” Alfo in “Cleanthe’s fine 
hymn to Jupiter, on the fupreme God, we have the fame 
Let us here reflect on the original dignity of human 

nature ; the produce, yea, the offspring of Deity, and how — 
dreadful muft that fin be which has fo defaced the divine 
image in man, and fo awfully allied him to the powers of 

every Reader fay, how 
glorious is that grace which Paul preached, that, when 


€injoyed, makes us partakers of the divine nature (as Peter 
alfo faith, fecond '£ 


Epiftle, i, 4.) and the renewing of the 
~ Holy Ghoft. Titus iii. 


_Paui further reafons with them ;-—now as this is the cafe, 
that we ourfelves, are the offspring of God, and in our moft 
pure and perfect ftate only his image, we ought never to 
indulge the abiuid and foolifh idea, that real Godhead can 


: be reprefented by meer matter ; (which matter muft of necef- 


fity be fo inferior to ourfelves, who are fpirit as well as 
matter) however excellent that matter may in itfelf be, 
and however dexteroufly the inventive fkill, and trans- 


ne artitt, may have been employed upon 
it. “Tis abfurd, "tis extravagant, ’tis monftrous, to think 


‘thefe baubles can be reprefentatives of Deity !, But where 


will not depraved man wander when he forfakes his God # 
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_” May every reader ferioufly confider, that what Paul here 
aith of himfelf, and of the Athenians, may be faid ef us, 
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viz. * That it is im this God that we live, and move, and 


have our being.” Our food is from him, the air we breathe 


is from him, and ifhe withold it we die. All this we admit, 


- but can we fay it is- to God that we live alfo? If not, what 


ingratitude are we guilty of In him we move, our motions, 
our actions, our journies, our labours, are all in, and at the 
controul of this God. Oh how kind, how good, he don’t cut 
fhort our journies of rebellion; but preferves us“in life, and 
within the found of the gofpel too. And when we move in 
his fervice, he gives grace to help here below, and will 


crown that grace with proportionate glory in the world above. 


In aword, our very exiftence is in this God, and our all 


from him. | | | 
Oh that all the readers of thefe lines may fo contraft the 


glories of chriftianity, with the blindnefs and abominations of 


idolatry, as to fecl the power of the gofpel; and to have their 


hearts and lives conformable to it, to the glory of God, and 


the fpreading of the dear Redeemer’s caufe in this world. 
And may the bleffing of God Almighty fo attend the General 
Baptift Magazine under your management, as to make it 
conducive to this, and many other valuable purpoles to man- 


| 


ia 


kind! This isthe prayer, 


Dear Sir, 


Of your’s affectionately, 
Aug. 21, 1800. SMATTERER. 


Rev. Sir, 


THOSE contradidtions 


To the Editor of the General Baptift?, Magazine. 


clafled together, requefting a folution of the difficulty that 
appears in them, when fo taken. I fuppofe the diffi- 
culty arifes fiom his underftanding the terms gifts and calling 


Rom. xi. as applying to certain particular perfons indivi- 


dually confidered, namely, fuch as are faid to be “ called, 


with an holy, calling”—* called out of darknefs,” &c. and 
that by gifts is meant the gift of divine pardon, and it’s con- 
-comitant ones, by his having annexed A@s ii. 38. But 

though thofe phrafes amount to tuch a meaning in many parts” 


of fcripture, yet that they muft be interpreted in a difting 
and different fenfe in the frit cited text, is evident from the 


connexion 


Os! which feem to exift between the 
oppofite texts, your correfpondent, Young nguirer, has 
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connexion and whole of the chapter, wherein the apoftle is 
-difcourfing of God’s rejeétion of the Jews and choice of the 
Gentiles, together with his purpofes to effet again the 


once for underftanding them. For “ the gifts and calling 


appear too plain to need anyexplanation. If this fhould give © 
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reftoration of the former, aS a nation, by virtue of what is 
furamarily contained in the promife made to Abraham, and 
the reft of the patriarchs. Hence Paul fays, ver. 28. as 
touching the eleGion, they are beloved for the Father's 
fake.—It is fuppofed by fome, and prophefy feems to favour 
fuch an opinion, that the conyerfion of Ifrael fhall be at- 


tended with their fettlement ugain in that land of which Je. 


hovah faid to their great progenitor, and his immediate 
offspring, “I will give it you.” — God gave itto Abraham 
by promife,” which was joined with the .¢adlling of hini and 


them. This may be fufficiently explicative of the gifts and — 
 ¢alling of God, being without repentance. However, if 


your Querift reverfe the words as follows, {till remembering 
them as fpoken of the fame people, he will have a clue at 


are without repentance of God.” For as one faid, in refpect 
of the divine declarations, to thefe very defcendants of 
Ifrael, “ God is not a man that he fhould lie, nor the fon of 
man that he fhould repent.”” A truth which will ever hold 


good in its moft extenfive latitude, Thus | have endea~_ 
--youred to make plain what this Youth very properly calls the 


feeming contradictions he has brought forward, prefuming that 
the grand difficulty being removed, the latter fcripture muft 


fatisfaction to a Young Enquirer, whom I am pleafed to find 
(from fucha fignature, in a day of abounding inhdelity) en- 
deavyouring to get himfelf eftablifhed in the uniform truth of 


revelation. I hope, while the General Baptift Magazine is — 


acceffible for fuch a purpofe, he will propofe any further 
queftion that may arife from his reading the facred volume, 


for the employment of fome more able correfpondent than 


Sir, your’s, 


Chatham; Sept. 12, 1800. ACT. 
ae To the Editor of the General Baptift Magazine. \ 


The following lines were occafioned by the fight of a perfon 


in that fituation of which they are defcriptive. If you 
think them worthy a place-in your Monthly Publication, 
theyare at yourfervice = 
THINK 
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THINK, O my foul! what anguifh and defpair 
O’erwhelim the harden’d wretch; when death is fent 
To feize his guilty foul, and hurl her down, 
To dwell with ghofts infernal, and in fames- 
language can exprefs the gnawing pain 
‘His mind endures, while ftruggling with the pangs _ 
Of nature’s dread? The raging fever burns: | 
‘With ardent cries, he begs the cooling draught, 
And haftily drinks deep! But allinvain, 
O’erwhelm’d with grief, the indulgent parents fly — 
To {natch their offspring from the hands of death: © 
Their wounded fouls recoil at fuch a feene; 
And floods of tears rufh down their grief worn cheeks. 
Inceffant are their calls for help—but ah! 
‘The king of terrors had too clofely grafp‘d 
The trembling rebel ; had too deeply plung’d 
‘His vel fhaft faft in his guilty foul. 


} 
ij 
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O fave! O fave me from the monfter death! 
| (He begs with anguifh, fparkling in his eyes,) 
O {natch me from the frowning fudge fupreme! 
q uae Methinks I fee the horrid, livid flames, 
_ Belching tremendous from the yawning gulph, 
And hellifh fiends, with their terrifte forms: 
And threats, infult my wretched foul! 
While fatan ftrives to pufh me headlong down 
To hell’s keentorments, wraptinblack defpair! 
“ © kindly fave me from the burning gulph!" 
Here quick as lightning flew the unerring fhaft, == 
Which ftruck the centre of his throbbing heart, 
And inftantly let loofe his guilty foul. 
Now, now the feels the bitter ftingof fin; | 
Aflighted gofpel gives her keener ‘pain, 
time there was, the heard the Saviour cry, 
* Come unto me, and I will give-you reft.”” 
But now the die is caft. No longer found 
The joyful tidings of endearing Jove. 
Not the fierce flames of Etna could create | 
Such dreadful anguifh, asfhe nowéndures, 
Beneath the frowns of her offended Judge. | 
Sinners prepare to meet the Judge fupreme. | 
Wath your vile fins away in Jefu’sbloods 
_Chrift kindly calls, -his charming accents hear, 
And fhun the awful torments of the damn’d, z 
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To the Editor of the General Bapt ip Magazine, — 
SIR, 


In reading Lardner’s Credibility of the Gofpel Hiftor y> (part 


ii, vol. 1.) a reader of your Mifcellany was highly en- 
_tertained with the accounts which are there given of fome 
of the primitive profeflors of gofpel truth ; their writings, 


their quotations from,.and allufions to, the New Tefta- 
ment; their inflexible adherence to the dotrines of the 


gofpel, amd the fortitude of fome of them under the moft 
excruciating fufferings which tyrants could inflict: As the 


accounts were inftructive to him, he has tranfmitted thefe 


Fragments of Biography to you; which are chiefly extracts 
from the above work, thinking that they may be inftru@tive 
to others, as well as acceptable to the Editor of the General 


Baptift Magazine. 
* MINIMUS. 


FRAGMENT I. Or BARNABAS. 


_ BARNABAS was a Levite, of the country of Cyprus, an 


ifland in the Mediterranean, fituated between Cilicia and 
Syria. He was furnamed Barnabas, or the Son of Confola- 
tion, by the apoftles; perhaps on account of the ferenity of 
his mind, or-the rpg he poflefied to adminifter comfort to 
the people of God. He»was aman of fome land eftate; and 
who, weare informed, Acts iv. 37. fold it, and brought the 


money, and laid it at the apoftles feet. Some of the ancients — 
have fuppofed him to be one of Chrift’s feventvdilciples. It 
is fuppofed alfo he was brought up with Paul at the feet of 
_ Gamaliel. And when that apoftle came to Jerufalem, three 


years after his convertion, Barnabas introduced him to the 


other apoftles, Acts ix. 26,.27. The church at Jerufalem 


having been informed of the progrefs of the gofpel at Antioch, 
fent Barnabas thither, who beheld, with great joy, the won- 
ders of the grace of God; and exhoited the converts, that 


with purpofe of heart they would cleave to the Lord. Af- 


terwards he became a companion with Paul in his travels, 
and a willing fervant of the churches of Chrift: but Paul 
and he, difagreeing concerning Mark, feparated from each 
other: Paul going toward Alia, and Barnabas and Mark to 
There is extant, at this time, an epiftle afcribed to Bar- 


_mabas, that confifts oftwo parts. he firft partisanexhor- 
AION 
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tation’ or argument to conftancy in the belief and profeffion of 
the doétrines of Chrift. The fecond contains moral in- 
frutions. This epiftle abounds in figurative explications of © 
various paflages of {cripture, in allegory and allufion; and is 
quoted by many of the ancients. 
“There is alfo a fpurious gofpel, in the poffeffion of the 
Turks, entitled, The Gofpel of Birnabas; but the abfurdi- 
| ties it contains are fo glaring and fo numerous, that it is 


penerally {uppofed to beacounterfeit. It‘is faid that Barnabas 
| —__s was ftoned to death at Salamis, a town in the eaftern end of 
the ifle of Cyprus; and that his body was difc)vered in this 

ifland in the reign of the emperor Zeno 3, that his body was 

| _ found and on his breaft the gofpel of Matthew, 


written in Greek, with his own hand, about A. D..488._ 
But this is very uncertain. 2 
For a more circumftantial detail of Barnabas’ hiftory,-fee 
Lard. Cred. p. iis vol. i. chap. i. pag. 24—47. and Kippis’$ 
edit. of Lard. Cred. vol. 2. chap. i. pag. 11--22.-+Calmet 
Di&. of Bible, under the word "Barnabas, and Aéts, chap. 


il. 


FRAGMENT II. Or CLEMENT. 


CLEMENT was an early profeffor of the truth of the 
gofpel, and is fuppofed to have been converted by the 
apoftles. 

The apoftle Paul makes particular and honourable mention 
|. - of him, Phil.iv. 3. “JI intreat thee, true yoke-fellow, help 
thofe women, which laboured with me in'the gofpel, with 

| Clement alfo, and with other my fellow labourers, whofe 
names are in the book of life.’ 
After the deceafe of the apoftles (Peter and Paul) Clement 
had the pafteral care of the church at Rome, but concerning 
the exact time the ancients are not agreed. Some fay Clement - 
was ordained by the apoftle Peter. Others affert, that as the - 
apoftles Peter and Paul could not be continually at Rome, ~ 
- but made frequent journies to other places, becaufe it was. 
not proper that Rome fhould be without a bifhop, they 
eftablithed Linus, Anacletus, and Clement, to fupply in 
their abfence. - Others are of opinion, that Clément was. the 
third in fucceffion after the apoftles; and fay, Linus was 
Ordained by Peter, Anacletus by Linus, and Clement by 
Anacletus. ‘But Epiphanius, who, in fome refpe&s, agrees 
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with all the opinions, after Cle- 
ment had been made bifhop of Rome by Peter, he refufed to 


exercife the office, till the r deck of Linus and Anacletus § and’ 
the editor of Calmet’s Dictionary of the Bible, now pub. 


lifhing, fays, this is the moft generally received opinion. 


When Clement was bifhop of the church at Rome, he 
wrote along and excellent epiftle to the church at Corinth, to 


compofe fome diflentions which were amongft them as a 
people. In this epiftle he exprefsly mentions the ‘epiftles 
which the apottle Paul had written to them ; > and advites them 
to an attentive perufal of ic, 

I would only further obferve, ead fome ee fuppofed 
Clement to have been of the family of the Cefars; and to 
have fuffered martyrdom, But both thefe fuppofitions feem 
to be originally ewing to the confounding of him with 


Flavius Clemens, the contul : who was a near relation of 


Domitian, and was alfo put to death by him for chriftianity, 

That Clement was no martyr is generally believed from the 

filence. of Irenzus, Tertullian, Eufebius, and others ; ‘who 
oe not have omitted this tad: it been authentic. 


F RAGMENT Or HERMAS, 


LITTLE can be faid, concerning Hermas. 


Some authors rank. him among the feventy difciples ; and 


% 


add, that he was paftor of the church at Philippi, in Mace. | 


donia, ot Philippopolis,in Thrace. apoftle Paul makes 

‘mention of this man, Rom. xvi. 14. “Salute Afyncritus, | 
gon, Hermas, Petrobas, Hermes, the brethren | 
which are with them.”’ 


‘There is a work extant, cal! dd The of. 


Hermas,” which is generally believed to have been written 
by this man. ‘This work confifts of three Books. In the _ 
firft are four vifions, in the fecond, twelve commands, in the 
third, ten fimilitudes. It appears, from feveral patlages in 


‘It, to ‘pave been written previous to fome perfecution; 3 gene- 


raily fuppofed, the perfecution of Domitian. And it is faid, 


Domitian’s intention, againft the church, was revealed unto — 


‘Hermas; and he was ordered to inform "Clement, bifhop of 
Rome, that he might communicate it to the churches, and 
exhort them to provive againtt the ftorm, 
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IV. IGNATIUS. 


IGNATIUS was bifhop of Antioch, in Syria, the latter 


part of the firft, and the beginning of the fecond <r 
Some call him Theopheros, and fay, that he was the chi 

whom our Lord took in his arms, and fet in the midft of his 
difciples, as an emblem of humility, Mat. xvitt.. 2—5. 


But for. this ftory there is no foundation in the earlieft anti- 


uity. | 

iis fuppofed by fome writers of antiquity, that Ignatius 
was Ordained by the apoftle Peter, and that he was co-paj{tor 
with Euodius, one having the oyerfight of the Jewifh, and 
_ the other of the Gentile converts ; and that, at the deceafe of 
-Euodius, they all came under the care of Ignatius. While 


others affirm, that Euedius was the firft bifhop of Antioch. 


and that ignatius fucceeded him. 
Inthe’ perfecution under Tyajan, emperor of Rome, Ignae 
tius was condemned to die, fer the teftimony he bore to 
Chriit; and he was fent from Syria to Rome ta be devoured 
by wild beafts. | 


Making his journey through Afia, under a ftrong guard, 


he confirmed ihe churches in every city by his difcourfes, and 
e{pecially cautioned them againft the herefies then {pringing 
up, and gaining ground; and exhorted them to adhere to the 
tradition of the apoitles. “And for their greater fecurity, he 
alfo put down his initruttions in writing. Uherefore when he 
came to Smyrna, he wrote an epiftle to the church at Ephe- 
 fus, ay to the church in Magnefia, upon the river 
Meande d a 

the church at Rome, Thefe epiftles he wrote from Smyrna. 
Afterwards, removing from Smyrna, he wrote to the Phila- 


delphians from Troas, and to the church at Smyrna, andto 


‘hefe feven epiftles were written after he was condemned, 


verfion, 
Ther 
Ignatius, but they are generally rejected as {purious. 


Thus died Ignatius, at the command of a cruel tyrant, — 


flock an example, if required, to follow him. 
[Te be continued. 


fealing the truth he had preached with blood, and leaving hig 
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; another tothe church at Trallium, and another to 


and on are now extant in Greek, and in*an ancient Latin» 


: are other works to which is affixed the name of 


hey < 
‘ 
‘ 
4 
¢ | 
+ 
3 


changes in almoft every thing that relates to it. <A regular | 


_courfe of nature; not interrupted by vicious habits, by 


378 CORRESPONDENCE: 


Extra@ from a Letter to a Friend. ] 

WERE Ito enter on a full difcuffion of Clima€terical 
Years, | thould write a long differtation ; and it is not eafy 
to give a complete idea of them in a few words. This 
is cértain, that the human body is fubject to: periodical 


fever, if undifturbed by the officious hand of man, will ob- 
ferve it’s regular periods, of feven, fourteen, or twenty-one | 
days, on each of which fome remarkable change will. take 
place for better or worfe. The Climacterical Years are 
likewife reckoned by fe ens, as feven, fourteen, twenty-one, 
&c. and that in the afcent of life to the aemé, thefe periods 
may be confidered as fo many landing-places, at which the 
body acquires certain powers which it had not before ac. 
‘quired. That in the decline of life we defcend by the fame 


fcale, fuff-:ing fome confiderable dimunition at each of thefe 


fucceeding periods. But here we fpeak of the common 


accidents, nor by difeafe from external gaufes. The ancients 
made ufe of the number feven, as an indication of perfec- 
tion; hence when the Poets would defcribe a2 man as per- 
fectly happy, they faid O! tergue quaterque beatus: that is, 
O! both three and four times happy, which is feven times, 
or perfectly happy.—As an indication of perfeGtion the 
number feven is foinetimes, perhaps, ufed in the Old Tef-. 
tament.—Pythagorous, and moft of the ancient Philofophers, 


fuppofed, that a divine myttery was concealed under the nume 
ber feven. Nay, they went farther, and fuppofed that this 


number had: a divine energy and influence on the operations 
of nature, This the moderns deny. It is, however, fingular, 
that God himfelf has put fo ftrong a mark on the number 
‘feven. And God bleffled the feventh day.” Hence the 
week confifts of feven days, &c, &c. &c.—If any one, who 
believes the Bible, will take Cruden’s Concordance into his 
hands, and carefully contider all the applications of the num- 
ber feven, and it's ordinal feventd, I will venture to fay, he 


“will be very much furprized, on -the fuppolition, that there 


f no meaning in that number, nor any reafon why it fhould 
be ufed on many »ccalions, rather than another. But what- 
ever may bein this, wedo not allow that the number feven 
has any influence on the human body; it is only an Index. 


_ pointing out the periods, when, a¢cording to the laws of the. 
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. CORRESPONDENCE. 


fyftem, ertain changes take place in the 


tion. —And I know .no reafon why the grand Climaéterical 


Year, or fixty three, fhould be more dangerous than any of 


the preceding periods, except this, that the body is commonly. 
more debilitated at that time of life, and therefore lefs able to 
bear any contiderable change which may then take place.” 


J. W. 
othe Editer of the General Baptip Magazine. 
Ad infertion of the following awful narrative in your Maga- 
gine may be ferviceable. L have received it from the fips 
of the minifter, whofe initials are put at the beginning of 
A FEW weeks fince the Rev. Mr. F—y, of Difs, in 
Norfolk, was called to adminifter the ordnance of chriftian 


_baptifm in a river near Downham, in Norfolk; after the 


ordinance was adminiftered, feveral wicked men united them- 


- felves together, and, in a way of ridicule, faid, “ Let us 
and dip in Jordan.” . ‘They went to the place, the ringleader, . 
having undrefled himfelf, jumped in, and, as he was jumping, 


he cried, “ Here I go to be dipt, and you'll all be damned 
if you don’t follow me.” With thefe {peeches he entered 


the water, and, awful to relate, he nevercame up any more. _ 


" © God fpeaketh once, yea twice, and man regardeth it 


~ 


INTELLIGENCE, 


i VV have received intelligence from Barton, that the 
 difpute between them and now adjufted; and the 


Barton people defire the worthy arbitrators to accept their 


united thanks for the clofe and candid attention which they 
paid to the cafe, and for their judicious arbitration with 


refpect to the property. Matt. v. 9. : ae 
On the roth of Auguft, the General Baptifts 


Rev, D. Taylor is Tutor. The fum raifed was 41178. 33d. 


OBITUARY 


| ‘i meeting at 
Kegwoith and, Difeworth, in Leicefterfhire, made a public 
€ollection for the fupport of the ACADEMY, of which the 
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On Wednefday, Aug. 6, 1800, rl Charles. Norton, 
minifter of the General Baptift Church at Cauldwell, in the 
county of Derby, departed this life, after a long and painful 
affliction, which he bore with great chriftian patience and 
-refignation. He has left a wife and fix {mall children to de- 
plore his lofs; as well as an affeétionate people, who were _ 
ftrongly attached to him in the facred bonds of chriftian 
fellowfhip. _Afermon was preached at his interment, Aug. 
the oth, by Mr. Deacon, of Barton *, from Heb. vi. 12, 
“ That ye be not flothful, but followers of them,- who ~ 
through faith and patience, inherit the promifes,”’—-At about _ 
feyenteen ‘years of age he gave proof of converfion, and- 
joined the church foon after. At about twenty-fivehe wascalleds 
to preach, which was juft on the death ofour late minifter, Mr. 
Jofeph Burditt. At about twenty-eighthe was ordainedover 
us as paftor, Sept. 16, 1788, and continued in that’ office 
near twelve years. Ina little time after his ordination, his 
fight began to fail, and in about four years he was quite 
dark. He was alfo much afflifed with violent pains in his 
head, which attended him almo(t continually to his death, 
though not always to the fame degree. He was forely 
afflicted the laft three months, excepting a few days about | 
‘two months ago, when he preached his laft fermon from Titus | 
fi. 13: © Looking for that blefled hope, and the glorious ap- | 
d 


pearing of the great God and our Saviour Jefus Chrift.” 
Bona after he was taken very ill indeed, and continued fo till | 
the day above mentiqned, when he fell afleep in the arms of i 
It was happy for him, yea, it was happy for us, that he 
remembered his Creator in the days of his youth. It gave 
him opportunity to be well eftablithed in the truth, before his 
afflictions and darknefs came on; whereby he was much better 
prepared to receive ard to bear them. It alfo fitted: him for | 
the important work of the miniftry, ina high degree. For _ 
though he was deprived of the common means of improve- 
ment, yet he was fo feafoned with grace, that his difcourfes and 
converiation were very experimental, fpiritual and edifying. 


| “> The church has requefied Mr. D, to publish the fermon in the General 
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He was favoured with a happy temper, which being much 

‘improved by the grace of God, rendered him truly exem- 
~ plary. Few men, perhaps few minifters, manifefted fo much 
’ of the lamb-lice fpirit of the Redeemer. He was truly a 
- pattern of piety, patieice and humility, both in health and in 
ficknefs. In all his afflictions, which were very great, com- 
plicated, and of Jong continuance, he was never heard to 
fpeak one murmuring word. He would fay, “ It is the Lord, 


let him do what feemeth him him good. He is fo gracious, ] 


dare not complain. Though I walk through the valley of | 


the fhadow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with 


‘me, thy rod and we ftaff, they comfort me. I will behold 


thy face in righteoufnefs: I fhall be fatished when I awake 


with thy likenefs. I fhall fee Jefus as he is, foon; where _ 
there will be no clouds; nor darknefs, nor pain, nor feeble 


body; where every note will be in the higheft key, praifing 
the lamb that was flain, and has redeemed us to God by his 
blood.” 


« See Salem’s golden fpires, 

In beauteous profpect rife ; 
And brighter crowns than mortals wear, 

Which fparkle through the fkies,’’ 


He was very partial to the Barton Hymns, and would often 
repeat one paflaze or other out of them; particularly the fol- 
“ ‘Though juftice frowning ftood, 
With his tremendous look ; 
thund’red like a god, 

- At ev’ry word he fpoke: 
I'd look to Chrift in all my need ; 
_Jefus know my caufe can plead, 


| Jefus my precious friend, 
‘fhed his precious blood 
By precious faith | ftand, 
__ And fee my precious God ; 
_ Who fays I’m precious in his fight, 
_ Which gives my precious foul delight. 


Jefus, my foul’s defire, 

‘Whom now by faith I fees 
May I each day acquire, 

Sublimer views of thee; 
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Till Larife to realms of blifsy 
And fee my Saviour as he is.” 
Page 218. 


Thee at the ‘1834 page was on his lips ; feldons 
broke bread at the ordinance without a reference to it, 


- Othe precious blood of Jefus, 
‘Whoit’s precioufnefs can tell? 
Precious blood which fully frees us, 
From the yawning jaws of hell, &c. 


We might refer to many more, but thall only mention the 


Poems on Patience, at page, 306. 


« Celeftial patience ! lovely maid ! 
Come tomy bofom, come! 
“How can [live without thyaid, 
-® — So far from heav’ n and home.” 


«¢ Be my companion ev’ry day, 
Refide along with me; 

‘Come facred Patience, come away, 
For I have need of thee.” _ 


‘The’ day before his death, he was taken very ill; ; and had” 
fevera] sickens fitsof pain. One in particular, about fix in 
the evening. When he was a little recovered, he faid, “I 


have been thinking of the words of the poet :-— 


«“ Weare the poor, the blind, the lame, _ 
And help was far, and death was nigh ; 
But at the gofpel call wecame, | 
every want receiv’d fupply.” 


paufed and faid, “ My dear friends, dying is the beft 
of the next he was feized with another 


fit, and—{weetly fell.afleep in Jefus. 


« Precious in the fight. of the pe, is the death of his 
faints,” Pf. cxvi. I 
W.B B. J. N. 


- It is hop ed and defired that the churches in the Conneétion : 


will caalacet es the difconfolate widow, and her fix children. 
‘The cafe {peaks for itfelf; and Jefus {peaks loudly for them: 
«¢ Tnafmuch as ye have done it unto one of the leaft of thefe—m 
have done it unto me,” 

Ss. D. 


The 
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*\% The . funeral fermon: for Mr. Norton, by Mr. S. 
Deacon, is come.to hand; but too late for this Number. ot 
We intend to gratify our readers with it in the two mext 


EARLY ee Monday morning, July 21, 1800, died, in” 
the 71{t year of his age, Mr.’ Robert Bofworth, of Difeworth, 
in the county of Leicefter. He lived in celibacy all his” 
days, but we hope he has been long married to the-Lord Jefus © 
Chrift, as he had been more than fortyyears a very honoura- 
ble member of the General Baptift Church at Kegworth, 
filling up his place in the houfe of God, on all occafions, with 
that punctuality, which, alas! is not now very common! = 
About fourteen years fince he was called by this church to — 
fill the office of deacon in it, which he did with great faith- — 
fulnefs and diligence, till the harbinger of death arrefted him, — 
and confined him to his houfe. Oh that all in the fame 
ftation, in every place, would imitate:his patient perfeverance — 
in the difcharge of his duty! He fo -eminent for this 
that it has been repeatedly faid, “ None had any ‘caufe to feel, 
anxious about the difpatch of that bufinefs which was left in — 
his hands, if it were in his power to execute it.” He was_ 
favoured with confiderable property, and he had a heart — 
to ufe it for the fupport and promotion of the caufe of his’ 
Redeemer. He wes given to hofpitality.” His houfein 
- Difeworth was for many years a fort of inn, where many © 
travellers to Mount ‘Zion have often had their bodies re. — 
frefhed with the good things of this life. Infhort, he feemed 
ever ready to attendto any cafe which required pecuniary aid, — 
and in his purfe was always found an amplefhare of what was 
neceflary for it’s relief. It is not fuppofed that he was en- 
tirely without fpots; but the luftre of fome of his graces is yet — 
fo bright, that they are almoft hid from our fight. His‘“*memory — 
is_bleffed ;”’ and the lofs of him will long be felt inthe chureh — 
_ from which he is removed, if it do not pleafe the Great Head 
to raife up, or difpofe others to tread-in his fteps. 
—. It may well be fuppofed that the life of fuch an upright — 
man would pt a peaceful end:—So it had: Hismental 
faculties had for fome years been on the decline; but in the © 
month of January lait he had a ftroke, which, in a great + 
meafure, deprived him of the ufe of one fide. During thelaft 
months of his confinement, the writer of this. had frequent 
opportunities of vifiting him, and always found him (except 
once) in a very compofed and refigned ftate. He was not en- — 
 faptured with holy joy, as fome eminent faints have been 
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when near death; but always fhewed, that he had that folid 
peace, that ftrong confolation, that firm hope, which ftgady 
faith in-the complete Saviour can, alone, give in fuch circum~ 
fiances. The laft interview he had with him, was on the 
Monday before he died; when the converfation turned prin- 
cipally upon the long bodily affliGtions which fome faints have 
had to undergo in their paflage through this world: He 
acknowledged the righteoufnefs of fuch difpenfations, and 

rejoiced at the thought of his own terminating in glory. He 
was vilited afterwards by a brother, who was very intimate 
with him, with whom he converfed freely about the affairs of 
the church, and fhewed his readinefs for that great change 
which was then fo near. 

His remains were interred in the Baptift Burying-ground at 
Difeworth on the 23d inft. many aged faints being prefent, the 


words of our Lord to his difciples, Luke xxi. 28. were im- 


proved on the occafion, May every reader of the General 
Baptift Magazine feel caufe to lift up his head with joy, in ex- 


ation of an exceeding great and eternal weight of 


glory,” when the figns of his approaching diffolution appear ! 
REVIEW 


OF 


SELECT PUBLICATIONS, 


A Letter to a Methodift Preacher, on his Entrance into the Work 


of the Minifiry: containing Advices on the following Subjects :--- 
a. The Spirtt tn which he fhonld perform his Work. 2, Choice 
of Texts. 3. Behaviour in the Pulpit. 
Circuit. 5. Behaviour in the Houfe where he lodges. 6. The 
Cultivation of his Mind. 7. Marriage, and the Management 
of Children. 8. The Prefervation of his Health: With a 

oftcript, in which the general. Charatter of the Preachers, and 
the Nature and Importance of the Work in which they are 
engaged, are bricfly confidered. With an Appendix, containing 
a few Directions to the People, how they may profit by hearing 


the Word of God preached, By Adam Clark. 59) pages, 
Baynes, 15, 


STuDY to fhew thyfelf approved unto God, a work- 
-man that needeth not to be afhamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth.” 2 Tim. ii. 15. ‘Be thou an example of the 


believers, in word, in converfation, in charity, in {pirit, in. 


The 


faith, in purity.” x Tim. iv. 12. 


4. Behaviour in his 
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- their ftrength for nought.” 


Commencement. 36 pages. Chapman, Williams, 6d. 


REVIEW, &e. 385 


The unufual length of this title-page, renders it the lefs 
neceflary for us to fay much in reference to the contents and 
method of this valuable publication. It is particularly adapted 
to the ufe ofa “ young methodift preacher ;” but all preachers 
and others, will find it worthy their attentive perufal. | 
The Diffufion of Divine Truth. A Sermon, preached before The 

Religious Tra& Society, on Lord’s Day, May 18, 1800, and 


 ‘publifhed at their Requeft. By David Bogue. 47 pages. Wil- 


jiams, Stationers-Court. 


_ THE text of this fermon is Pfalm xliii. 3. *O fend out 


_ thy light and thy truth.” The pious and learned author of it, in 
his ufual warm and affe@tionate manner, fhews, that by fruth 


we are to underftand the doctrines of divine revelation— How 
truth is to be diffufed,—and why divine truth fhould be 


pcg oe account of it’s intrinfic excellence, it’s fupe- 
riority to other fciences,—it’s defign, tendency, and effects. 


On thefe he dilates in an inftruétive, and an animated manner 5; 


and employs more than half his time in general obfervations, — 
and a fpirited addrefs to hishearers; to excite their attention — 


to the principal rt in his view, “ the circulation of religious — 
tra&ts, for the di 


ufion of divine truth.”” We humbly and 
confidently hope, that this valuable preacher, and thofe who 


> are united with him in the fame good defign, will never have 


reafon to lament that they ‘ have laboured in vain, and fpent 


Two Sermons, preached in London, by the Rev. William Nicol, and 
the Rev. George Campbell Brodbelt, before the Proteftant 
Union; a Soctety, inftituted for the Relief and Support of the 
Widows and Orphans of Proteftant Minzfters in Great Britain, 
of every Denomination, To whichis added, a Lift of the Dona- 
trons and Subjcriptions of Benefactors and Members, fromit’s 


The title of the former fermon is, ** The labourer worthy of 
his hire”, The text, 1 Cor. ix. 11. * If we have fown unto you 


“<{piritual things, is it a great thing if we fhall reap your carnal 


things.” The title of the /atterfermon. ‘Maintenance of mi- 


_nifters.”? The text, Gal. vi. 6. Let him that is taught 


in the word, communicate to him that teacheth, in all good — 
things.’? Both the fermons appear to be confiderably abridged. 
The defign of both is to enforce that great duty which is fo 
abundantly eftablifhed both by reafon and revelation, * the fup- 


port of minifters, bythofeamong whom they labour.” We fhall | 


only add, that though thefe fermons are not eminently diftin< 


guifhed, either for accuracy of difcufflion, or embellifhments of 


ityle,yet. ifthey were con{cientioufly read and reduced to prattice, 
by minifters and people, it would greatly conduce to the profpe. 
tity of religion, and the honour of our blefied Redeemer. _ 
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Difplaying his wonderous love: 


‘Through faith in Immanuel’s name. 


‘The whole of your meflage declare ; 


With zeal and uprightnefs of heart 


grace fhall freely impart. 


"While horrors which cannot be nam’d ; 
For fuch he declares halt be damn’d. 


To thy Editor of the G. BD. M. 
SiR, | 


If the following fhort produétion of 


‘the mufe, be thought admiffible in 
your monthly publication, it is at_ 
your fervice. 


The COMMISSION. 


Benoin the Redeemer of men, 


Diipatching his heralds, and then, 
In glory alcended above. 

‘See how his compaffion expands, 
O'er fouls in a ruined eftate ; 

How wide the commiffion extends, 


With mercy fo rich and compleat. 
Go forth and proclaim to the world, 

My glorious gofpel ef peace ; 
To every creature unfold, | 

The treafures of pardoning grace. 
Then he that hall hear and believe 


The meflage you freely proclaim ; 
Remiffion of fins fhall receive, 


However by men you're defpis'd, — 


That finners renew'd and baptia’d, 
Salvation fhall certainly fhare. 


Engage in this arduous tafk, 
Whatever affiftaace you ak, 


And lo! I will ever be near, 
To guard you in times of diftrefa; 
My pretence your fpirit thall chear— 
Your labours thail crown with fuccefe, 


« Now finners fincerely refie&, 
When Jefus again thall appear ; 


( 386 ) 


POETRY. 


f On the Pafing Bell, 


my gay friend, this folemn 
to | 

‘Speaks the departure of a foul. 

*Tis gone! that’s all! we know not 
Or how th’ unbodied foul does fare ! 

In that myfterious world none knows, © 
But God alone, to whom it goes ; | 
To whom departed fouls return, 

To take their doom, -to fmile or mourn. 
Wife Heaven to render fearch perplext, 
Has drawn betwixt this world and next 
A dark impenetrable fcreen, 

All that’s behind, is yet unfeen. | 
We talk of Heaven, we talk of Hell, 
But what they mean, we cannot tell s 
Heaven is the realm where angels are ; 
And Hell the gulph of black defpair: 
But what thofe awful words imply, 
None of us know before we die. 
Whether we will or not, we muft 

Take the fucceeding world on truft. 
Perhaps this hour our friend is well, 

| Death ftrikes the next, he cries “ Fare- 
| well ; | | 

I die ;”° and for ought we can fee, 
Ceafes to breathe at once, and be. 
Swift flies the foul, perhaps ’tis gone, 
Athoufand leagues beyond the fun: 
Or twice ten thoufand more, thrice told 
E’re the forfaken clay is cold, 


| And yet who knows, that friends we 


lov’d, 

‘Though dead, may be fo far remov’d ; 
Only this veil of fieth between, — 
Perhaps they watch us though unfeen: . 
Guardians to us, perhaps they're near, 
‘Conceal’din vehicles of air: 
And yet no notices they give, — 

Nor tell us how or where they live: 
Tho’ confcious whilft with us below, 
How much themfelves defir’d to knowe 


You then fhall no. longer neglect, — 
His meffage important to hear. 


But if you will venture to flight, . 
His kindeft propofals of grace, 
You’ll find him invefted with might, 
To {purn you remote from his face. 
O’erwhelm’d in confuiion you'll 
Gand. . 


You. foon mutt receive at his hand, | 


P, Se 


conceive; 


As if bound up by folemn fate, 

To keep this fecret of their ftate. 

To tell their joys or griefsto none, 
That man might live by faith alone. 
Well, let my Sov’reign if He pleafe, _ 
_ Lock up His marvellous decrees, 
Why thould I withHimtoreveal, __ 


_ What He’s thought proper to conceal, 


It isenough that I believe, 
Heav’n’s glories brighter than I can 


That he who makes it his chief care, | 


To know Him here, thall.fee Himthere, 
FINIS. 
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MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE AND EXPERIENCES OF MR. jouw 
_MUDGE, WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE JAN. 6TH; 17793 
IN THE 70TH YEAR OF HIS AGE, SEE HIS FUNERAL 
SERMON, BY THE REV. NOAH HILL, TEXT, ACTS ‘XXIe 


sj 16.—AN OLD DISCIPLE. 


& 
ia 


"Paes Mr. Mudge been, for almoft forty 
an ornamental member of this church. ‘He was chofena deacon. 
when the church was under the paftoral care of my worthy 
« predeceffor thé Rev. William Gordon; in which office he 
hath a&ted with exemplary zeal and faithfulnefs, and done 
much to endear him to many. Oh: ' may the great Head of 
the church fill up the vacancies which death is ee: with 
others of equal wifdom, piety, and zeal ! 
Our departed. friend, by whofe death the once happy 
partner of his life—his dear children—his acquaintance—this 
churchesand I myfelf, have fuftained fo great a lofs, was 
poffelied of no very common: fhare of genius, which he 
Proved by much resding, and by the converfation of the wife’. 
and good, which he ftudioufly fought. “Some fmall things he . 
publiihed ; and amongft his there are pi€ces'on very. 
mMportant fubjects, which he fems, in fome part or other of 
his life, to-have defigned for the prefs. . - “a 
. But there is nothing he difCovered more than the genius a 
of the gofpel, lam that, in thefe times, there are 
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vee few lives fo full of thoughtfulnefs, devotion, and picty as 
His parents belonged to the eftablifhed ¢ urch, and there 
he attended in the early part of his life. On his 2d: iffion 
_ into this church, he put into the hands of the late Rev. Dr, 
Jennings his reafons for his feparation. 
‘When the :firft deep and ferious impreffions were made 
-. pon him, does not appear; but in thofe papers which he 
entitles, “ An Account of the Dealings of God, in the way of 
his Providence and Grace, towards the unworthieft of his 
“Servants,” which was begun on his birth-day, when he was 
thirty years of age, there is that knowledge of divine truth 
that deep fenfe of divine things—and that experience inthe 
ways of God and religion difcovered, as makes it exceedingly  —_ 
probable that he was brought early to God, and therefore. 
«eminently, an old Difciple. 
The annual return of his birth-day was attended with _ 
,@lofe felf-examination, gratitude to God, and renewed adits 
of felf-dedication. The clofe of one year and the beginning 
of another, were feafons employed by him the fame way. — 
_- ‘The return of other days was not fuffered to pafs 
| without fuitable reflections on thofe events by which 
they were diftinguifhed. God’s providential dealings with 
the nation at large—with thofe who were within the circle of - 
his acquaintance—and more efpecially with himfelf were eyed 
by him with the greateft attention, and with an heart-felt 
concern that he might underftand their voice, fall in with : 
the defigns of Ciod in them, and be’ inftruéted and profited by 
them. The fabbaths of our departed friend were days dil- 
for recollection—felf converfe—holy meditation— 
and greatdevotion. I fear there are, in thefe times, but few 
mftances of that active hearing-—of that ‘pains-taking when in 
the houfe of God, that great good might be gained by at- 
tendance—and of that concern to bring a ferious, tender © 
and devout frame of foul; of which he was a very iiftructive 
and ftriking example. He lived not only under the con- 
viction of the facred nature and unfpeakable value of tabbaths, 
but of the vaftimportance of ‘a conftant and habitual fenfe of 
divine things upon his foul. How his common time was 
{pent—-.whet relifh for divine things remained upon his foul 
from fabbath to faboati—were the matter of his f:equent 
and clofe examination. He feems, through life, to have 
asted under the recollection of thofe moft foleann engegee yx 
ments into which he, and four of his intimate friends, en- 
gered with God on the fifth of January, 1741. Qn 
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’ day he thus writes:'% This evening, after many preparatory 
meetings, four of ,my moft intimate friends, with 
concluded our defign for beginning and carrying on a more _ 
jntimate friendfhip in order to further our fpiritual and eter=- 
nal good, Do thou, O Lord, cement our hearts in love, 
and nelp us by thine holy fpirit to improve fuch opportunity. — 
‘Make our friendfhip permanent, and may we delight to tell 
each other what good thou doft daily beftow upon us, 
‘The inftruétions for this purpofe were drawn up and figned 
by each of us with prayer to God for his bleffinzg, and with a 
folemnity becoming fuch an engagement. ‘The facred cove- 
‘nant into which weentered is as follows: - i 


| “ Incomprehenfible, Almighty, and gracious Lord God, 
who fearcheft the hearts, and trieft the reins of the children of 
me! ‘hou knoweft our fincerity, and ouy thoughts are all 
- unveiled to thee. We are furrounded with thine immenfity. 
Thu arta prefent, though invifible witnelS to the folema 
: affair in which we are now engaging. We are taking hold 
Of thy ftrength that we may make peace with thee, and ens 
tering into covenant with thee the Almighty God. Thefe 
are, with refpect to us, the happy days long fince predicted, 
© when one fhall fay, I am the Lord’s, and another thall 
“call him by the name of Ifrael, and another fhall fubicribe 

© with his hand unto the Lord ; and J will be their God, and 
“they fhall be my fons and daughters, faith the Lord Jeho- 
Svah.’ With moft thankful fincerity we take hold on this 
as it is more fully manifefted and explained in’the 
gofpel by Jefus Chrift; and humbly accepting thy propofals, — 
we bind ourfelves to thee by a facred and pend at obliga- ° 

_ tion—by a free and deliberate aftion. We do here ratify 
our baptifmal engagements with Father, Son, and Holy — 
Ghoft. le religioufly devote ourfelves to thy fervice, and 
- entirely fubmit to thy conduct. We renounce the glories . 
and vanities of this world, and chufe thee as our happinefs, 
our fup:eme felicity, and everlafting portion. We make no 
article with thee, any thing befides, Deny or give us 
_ what thou wilt, we would neyer repine while our happinefs © 
_ and principal treafure is fecure.. This is our deliberate—our 
free---and fincere determination, which, by thy grace, we 
will not retract till time thall be no more. QO, thou! by 
whofe power alone we fhall be able to ftand, put thy fear/inte 
_ Ourhearts, that we may never depart from thee, Let not 
the world, with all it’s {miles; nor death nor hell with all 
their terrors, force us to violate this facred yow, Oh! let 
us never live to abandon thee, nor draw that impious breath 
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that would deny thee.—--——And, now, |:t furrounding angels 
Witnels for us, that we do folemnly devote all the powers 
and faculties of our fouls to thy fervice; and when we pre- 


fumptuoufly employ any of the advantages thou haft given — 


us, to thy difhonour, Jet them teftify againft us, and let 
‘ur own words condemn us. Amen, evenfoletitbe, 


JOHN MUDGE.” 


_ € Lord, I take this to be my own perfona! act and deed, 
Oh! let it be ratified in the court above, and my heart be 
for ever thine. May each of my dear friends do the fame; 
and may this union never be diflolved, but be improying til] 
itis compleat in glory. Amen, Hallelujah 


Some few months before his diflolution, there were more 


than ufual marks of (a. decay of naturé; of which he feemed 
fomewhat fenlible, and failed not to behave, and exprefs him- 
felf, as became one who had nothing to fear from death’s ap. 

roach. The nature of his diforder, which greatly affected 
kis underftanding and his {peech, during the. fhoft time of his 
confinement, deprived his family and his friends of many 


_ Inftru@ive, animating, and comfortable things he would, 


doubtiels, have faid. His difmiffion was eafy and gentle: 
his God kindly exempting him from that bodily pain with 
which death is commonly attended. 


Man, as written by ‘himfelf ; recommended to the Attention 
and Imitation of young Chriftidns, who would wifh to “ give 
their Hearts to God, and ta be in his fear al] the Day lang.” 


‘L, Day, Aug.——He writes thus. I was this evening 
propofedto Mr. Jennings’s church. Lord, do thou make me 


a hey Spa age of the church of Chrift, that I may grow | 


up into 
my Redeemer. think the providence of God hath made my 


sway plain (with refpect to my feparation from the eftablifh- 
_ gent) before my face. I have long waited there, hoping that 
would revive his work—that Chiift and his perfonal 


| bee as prophet, prieft and king, might again be exhi- © 


ited. to the faith of chriftiens. am vety confident, that 
Chrift thus fet forth, finners will not awakened 
and converted, nor chriftians have the proper food for their 


fouls, Ignorance and bigotry abound, and thefe are ufually 


the 


divine likenefs to him, whois my head, even Jefus | 


4 
> 
° 
> 
€ 
‘ 
4 


BIOGRAPHY. 


the {pring whence corruption in doctrine, and immoralities _ 
in life do flow. In matters of religion, I hope I fhall call 
“no man Mafter upon earth, nor be led by any to think’cons 
trary to the facred oracles. The church hath but one Head, 
and that is Chrift—---and the facred oracles are the only 
ftandard of truth, té which all things of a religious nature are 


to be brought ; all doctrines tried; all our actions modelled 


and directed; and by which I hope to be judged at the lait 
reat andawful day. Thou, O Lord, knoweft that herein tT 
Peek not my own will but thine. - ‘By this miniftry, thou haf 
been pleafed to affect my foul at firft with many feriois im- 
preffions from time to time, and haft confirmed and 
ftrengthened me in thy ways. By this, as an inftrument, [ 
firft drew my fpiritual breath, and by this alfo hath the 
divine life been maintained. Blefled be thy name that the 
found of falvation reached me any where; that the gofpel 
was proclaimed in my ears; and that I, who by nature was 
afar off, am brought nigh by the blood of Chrift.. It is to — 
thy free mercy I owe all [I have, or am, and to thy name, fo 


Jong as life remains, give the glory. 
- “July 27, 1739. This day is the annual return of the 
_ day of my birth, to be remembered by me with a mixture of 
joy and forrow. Thirty years of time are now rolled away, 
and but a very few of them have been devoted in obedience 
and thankfulnefst God and Chrift, to whofe providence and 
grace I have been early indebted for the fupplies of the natural 
and the fpiritual life. Lord, pardon the fins of my youth, and. 
the ingratitude of my riper years: wath me in the blood of 
Jefus: create me anew: and let my future life be devoted to 
thy fear, to the concerns of an awful eternity, and the intereft 
of mine immortal foul. Goodnefs and mercy have followed 
me all my days, and I can trace fome footlteps of divine 
conduét frem early life which, | truft, have made fome lafting 
impreffions on my mind, and given me fome living hopes of 
God’s future favour. A gloomy cloud lately hung over me: 
but God hath rolled it away. A divine Band remarkably 
appeared. I now fee that my heavenly Father defigned 
this, feemingly, crofs providence, for my more comfortable 
fituation in life, whichI have fince experienced. 
“ Oh! how unfpeakable are thy mercies! How great 
thy goodnefs, to me, O my God! In numberlefs feen, and 
unfeen dangers, haft thou been my Saviour and ‘Deliverer, 
Thou haft been a wall of fire round about me, and haft given 
the ftrongeft aflurances that thou wilt be my everlafting glory. 
But, oh! how contracted is my affection to thee. Lord, 


draw 


j 
4 


| 


392 BIOCRAPHY. 


draw out my heart in holy breathings after thee. . Be thou 
the fupreme delight of my heart Give mea tongue tuned 
for divine praife ; and genily touch the {prings of mine affec- _ 
tions, to love thee as thou heft loved me. How wide and ex- 
tenlive thy mercy ! How innumerable thy thoughts of love! 
My daily wants have been fupplied by thee, and thy © 
grace and mercy have daily repioved my diftruft. My un- © 
graicful memory hath been flow to retain, and my foul ftill © 
Jeis thankful for the favours and mercies of my God. No 
day, no hour, no minute, but hath been filled with the di- 
vine benignity ; and hath been a witnefs alfo of mine ingra- 
titude. Alas! what infenfibility governs my heart; How 
great my guilt! Oh! cancel it by the blood of a crucified 
Redeemer ; and let me from the very moment I make this 
confeffion of my guilt, fet up a memorial to thy goodnefs, 


_ faithfulnefs, and truth. 


 Blefs the Lord, O my foul, and all that is within me 


 blefs his holy name. Let me exift no longer than | adore and 


_ July 27, 1740. This is the return of the day of my 
birth, and 1 may truly fay, with much more propriety than 
it was firft faid, ‘ few and evil have the days of the years of 
© my life been.’ Ob! how many mercies have I received, 
fpirttual and temporal ; and yet, alas! how unprofitable have 
I been. Lord, pardon my unfruitfulnefs, and enter not into 
judgment with me. Help me to live more to thine honour 


thou art plenteous in goodnefs, 


“ Great is thy love and large thy grace 
Through the redemption of thy 

O turn my feet from finful ways, 
_And pardon what my hands have done. 


« Wednefday, Dec. 31. The laft day of another year. 
If it were to be my lait day, what an account could | give te 
my heavenly Father of an improvement aniwerable to the 
time and talents given me? Enter not into judgment’ with 
thy fervant, O Lord! My works have not been filled up— 
many empty {paces are there in my time and duti s— 
too much ipiritual floth and indolence—too muc: laffie 
tude and wearinels in the performance of fccret cuties, as 


well as thoie which were more public. Much, very much: 


ss amils in my foul. Lord, rectify every diforder. 1 ma 
truly fay with an holy man, who had not fo much reafo, 
as I have, ‘little is gained for my foul, though much Meicy 
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hath been received: many talents not traded with aright.” Ie 
: — is the blood of Carift mut fet all ftraight between me and my 
Lard, here apply for pardon and grace. The blood 
of Jefus cleanfeth from all fin: and here do 1 reft my guilty . 
«“ Thurfday, Jan. 1. Ob! how unfpeakable is the good- 
nefs of God in {paring me to fee the light of another day, 
and the beginning of another year. Oh! that that life 
he hath been pleafed to fpare may be devoted to his fear.’ 
— Since thou, O Lord, haft not cut me down as a cumberer. 
of thy ground, fpare me this year alfo, and dig about me 
and dung me, that I mav bring forth much fruit. If f 
am one at thy children, planted in thy houfe, I fhall grow 
_« This new year’s day is, I truft, the beft lever faw. My 
heart is filled with love to God and thankfulnefs to my dear. 
Redeemer. Mott heartily do I renew the folemn dedication 
of myfelf to him which J] have often made in the fecret retire- 
ment of my foul; and if I have ever done it as I ought, 
Lo.d, 1 defire now todo it. Help me by thy grace tomake 
afu:render of my foul, my all, to thee, in the bond of aa’ 
Bee everlafting covenant through the merits of a crucified 
Saviour. Give me a new heart, new life, new love, new 
joy, new vigour, new refolutions and defires, wholly aiming 
at thy glory, mine own and others good; theg it will bea 
happy new yearindeed. | 
“ Lord’s Day, March 15. This is called by the church 
 Paffion wi but, alas! how little of the Redeemer’s 


forrows is felt by many who pretend to honour this time. 
Lord, may /experience every week to be-a kind of Paffien 
- Week in mourning over my [ins that nailed thee to the crofs. 
Oh ! that my foul may be really affected with the benefits of 
thy death and paffion, | | 
eS “Friday, May 1. The pieafant time of the year, when 
all things look fair and flourifhing. Oh! that it were fo 
with my foul. Lord, make it like a watered garden, that 
fruits of grace may appear to myfcif and others: then I fhall 
be as one planted in the houf: of the Lord, and ‘bring forth 
_ fruit in old age, to fhew that the Lord is good and j.ft.? 
to Stepney, to hear the Rev. Mr. H——d. He 
preached upsn thefe words, ‘Thy own Friend, and thy — 
Father’s Friend, forfake thou not.’ Lord, hope thou art 
my Parents’ God. They gave me ‘up to thee. Oh! that. 
neither ef us may forfake thee! 
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«“ The 26th of December, 1729. Began the froft; a 
| © theme much to be remembered. The God of Nature difplayed 
' his almighty power, that men miyht fear before him. He. 
: fpeaks, and all nature obeys. He bids the glorious luminary 
of heaven: cut fhort it’s appointed race; and, lo! the che- 
rithing influences thereof are gone: nature fmiles no more: 
the gloomy night of winter appears, and dreadful cold begins 
to feize us; fhakes our tottering conftitutions ; and freezes 
up our vital fpirits. The waters begin to glide but flowly 
down: their ufual channels, and°ftiffen as they pafs, till at 
length they. congeal, and make one ponderous mafs. To 
what power fhal) this wonderous change of nature be afcribed, 
but to the Omnipotent Jehovah, ‘ who holds the winds in his 
fifts, and cafteth forth his ice like morfels, and fcattereth the | 
hoar-frott lixe afhes. 
_“ My ftate by nature bears too near a refemblance to this. 
awful feafon and may | not fay that ftill I fiad.too great an 
analogy ? How cold is’ my heart! How lifelefs my foul, as if 
allher active powers were frozen up, and rendered incapable 
of. loving and adoring the Author of my Being, and the Foun- 
tain of my Happinefs: Arife, thou Sun of Righteoufnefs, and 
fhine upon my foul—warm my heart with thy celeftial fre— 
fhed abroad thy love in my foul—and melt mine icy heart, 
thatit may be fufceptible of divine imprefiions. Let not the 
vital flame be quite extinct.. Pour in the oil of grace-and - 
holinefs, of, joy and> gladnefs: and add ftill more and more. 
facred. fuel to this divine fire, that it may engage mine heart 
“more to thee; and drawout my warmeft affections after thee ;. 4 
that it may enkindle fuch a flame of heavenly lovein my 
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breait-as fhall beincreafing to all eternity! 

Great difircfs. was very vifible among:the poor through 

» theinclemency of the feafon. In what ‘an abject ftate did sf 

they. appear in. almoft-every {treet Here we may obferve,, | 

how God our heavenly Fatiier would inftruct us to look to 

him for the fupply of'every want: as alfo to fee and expe =| 

rience thetrue-valueof'the common bleffings of his providence 

by the want of them. Oh! that this. may be the happy: | 

effectiof the iprefent vilitation, Many a mild‘and favourable, 

wanter hath rumit’sufual round until it became: common, and 

then was diiregarded@:. like the gloricus fun that fheds it’s 
light and life upon us, whilft we are but little affeed with 
thebleffing. During this feafon, God was pleafed to open 

the hearts of the rich toa generous fupply of- the poor’s ne- 

ceflity.» May God be glorified, and the poor enabled to | 

truly thankful !—How gracious hath my heavenly Father, | 
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“tity of the feafon: and fire to warm and cherifh me. | Bletied 


-and give it comfort. 


: continued health an 
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been tome! I have a competency of the bountiesof his pro> 


vidence: food to eat: raiment to cover me from the.extre~ 
be thy name, that goodnefs and mercy have followed me alb 
my days. Oh! that I may live to thy praife—be always ready, 
to {peak well of thy name—and be concerned to promote thy, 


glory; and when I depart hence, with my Jateft breath, to, 


leave an honourable teftimony to the faithfulnefs and goodnels — 
of my God! | 


Tuefday, February 10. This day 4 particular ace 


quaintance of mine was married I truft the parties were 


firft married to Chrift. Oh! that they may have the blef- 
fing of God with themto make the married ftate comfortable 


and happy 


«L. 1), July 26. I was much difcompofed this evening; 


at the ve ry, by the indifpofition of a friend, who was taken 


with a violent fit, which continued near an hour and a half, 
Lord, teach him, ahd me, to fee how -frail our condition is 
Help us‘ fo to number.our days, that we may apply our 
‘ hearts unto wifdom.’—-This diforder of body is a fit em-~ 
blem of a-troubled confcience, ftung with the wrath of God, 
under a feeling fenfe of fin and guilt, full of various agita- 
tions and maotions till God is pleafed to’ fhew mercy, and to 
apply the blood of Chrift, which alorie can allwage it’s grief 


te 


God is blefling me day by day with 
réngthy whilft many lie on beds of 
ei and others are going down to the chambers of 
thegrave. O Lord, why am I fpared, except it be bécaufe 
thou wilt be zood to the moft unthankful and unholy? Oh! 
let thy goodnefs lead me daily to repentance! Vifited one of 
tiny dear friends, who is ill of a fever. ‘ Lord, fpeak the 
word, and thy fervant fhall be healed.’ Let this vifitation be 
a means to wean his foul from the world‘and fin, and bring 


nday, Aug. 


‘him nearer to Chrift, to heaven, and glory. Amen, 


Thurfday.” Vifited my dear friend again, whofe illnefs 
increafés, and I apprehend he will not recover. Lord, foare 
him, if it be thy will. Reconcile us to this awful difpenfa- 

tion, and may this be a means of fixing our fouls more upon 
the joys of the heavenly ftate and world! 
“ Tiefday, Aug. 11. Went to fee my friend 
but was not admitted, he being wotfe. Lord, I fear I thall 
hot converfe with him any more on this fide eternity. “Oh? 
that he may have a ftedfa(t faith in that Redeemer who hath 
fi the good work in his foul. This will carry him 
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into the joy of his Lord. 

Phurfday. Viiited my dear friend again, whom I 
_ found upon the confines of the grave. He feemed ftretching 
for immortality, and J] found him, whilft he had the ufe of 


 geafon, looking up to his Father God for that affiftance fuch 


gn awful moment required. My foul was much affeGed at 
the awful, yet 
- eould {carce bear it, thou vh joy was mingled with forrow. I 
thought I could have been content to have gone with him, 
- #f it had been the will of my heavenly Father: however, I 
_ hope, when that time comes, his f,irit will congratulate 
- Mine on it’s arrival on the heavenly fhore, where we fhall 
wnitedly adore before thesthrone of God. About an hour or 
two after I left him, his foul took it’s flight. RN 


Farewell, dear foul, a fhort farewel, 
We fhall rejoice tomeetabove, 
Jn that bright world where pleafures dwell, Toe 
And all our work be praife andlove. 


« Thus, for a while, I have loft a good friend, a kind, 


and chriftian companion: but my lofs is his gain; for *to ~ 
- €him tolive was Chrift.’, What is this life compared to that 
he now enjoys? Fulnefs of joy: never ending pleafures. 


His foul exults in the arms of fefus, whofe love he delighted 
to think and fpeak of here. His: faith now is changed for 
 fight—his hope, for enjoyment---and his affections center in 
him who is an unchangeable and foul-fatisfying good.---By 


(with whom I moft frequently ‘converfe) from us. Who 
amongit us is to be the next he only knows. Lord, let this 
teach us the great leflon of watchfulnefs, that we may be 


world we are to enter, and with whom we are to dwell for 
& Monday, Auguft 17. On this evening my dear friend 
was buried. Little did I once think mine eyes would have 
_ beheld him fo foon an object of mortality, and the food of 
‘worms. But herein my heavenly Father gives me a leffon 


of inftruGtion, that the ftrength of youth is no match for | 
are . 


death, the king of terrors. Death, and the grave, 
part of the curfe jultly pronounced on man for his fin 
againft God. But, blefled be God, the fling is taken out 


_ through the gloomy vale with comfort, and bring him fafely 


charming, fight of a dying chriftian. I 


this awful providence, God hath feparated one of the few 


ready whenever thou fhalt fend the fummons. Help us fo to — 
live, that it may be no matter of uncertainty to us into which | 
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ift, and the grave is become a perfumed hed to all 
ive and die in him. The grave fhall not hold the 
is people any longer than he pieafeth. At the 
of tne refurre¢tion, flaall the {fcattered particles 
id cogether, and body and foul flhall be for ever 
the en) yment of him who is their chicf delight, 
Thus does my heart rejoice in the pleafing thought of 


meeting my dear friend, not only in the happy feparate 


ftate of fouls, but in perfection at the reiurrection of the 
juft. In is mean tine 1 now take mine awful leave, 


I leave thee tothy 

Dear foul enjoy thy God, 
Till we from bauds of clay releas’d 

Spring out, and ciimb the ftarry road.f 


| 


Auguft, 1739. Now being fettled in the ftation di- 
vine goodnefs piaced me, 1 have many p'eafurable oppor. 
tunities of reflecting on the advantage of not having all 
my time expended in the neceffiry avocations of life, and 
ain labourmg tor the meat which perifheth God having 
liberally indulged me wita many hours of happy freedom. 
How ain 1 herein favoured! Many better, much better, 
_ than myfeif, labour hard the whole natural day and more — 
to fup.ort chcir dying bodies. But if they, fhould get 

nearer heaven, in a fuitable preparednefs, in one hour in 
a day than 1 do in fix or feven, how will this upbraid 
mine inactivity and floth! Should they be more zealous, 
mvre holy, more devout, and ‘attain to greater knowledge 
in divine things---be more humble, more meek, more pae 
tient, and more refigned to their heavenly Father than f, 
with all the advantages 1 enjoy, it would bea great age 
‘gravation of my guilt. Theie hours were not given to 
me to fuifeit upon the enjoyments, to iirut and wanton, 
in the pride and vanity of lifes No, but much on the 
contrary; to make God and Chrift the fupreme objeéts of 
my love, my meditation and delight----to lay out myfelf 
to advance the glory of Chrift’s kingdom----to do thé 
utmoft good 1 am capable of in my ftation----to conveérfe 
much with heaven----to ennure myfelf to the ftudy of 
the employments, and pleafures of that ftate, that when’ - 
come to launch out of time into eternity, it may be no 
matter of uncertainty with me which {fate will be my pore 
tion, and that 1 may have an ent 


trance fadminiftered_abune 
dantly 


‘ 
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wn guilt, and be truly humbled under a fenfe of it. 


298 
' dantly into the heavenly world If I do not employ my 
hours of leifure to fuch purpofes as thefe, the meaneft crea~ 
~ ture in all the creation of God wil! have anfwered the end 
of it’s being much better than I. Every fhrimpand oyfter, 
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and every grain of corn will have filled up it’s place in the 
rank of beings with more propriety than I fhall have done. 


©, my God ! teach me to make a proper ufe of every moment 
of thattime thou haft given me. Make my heart the feat of 
prayer and holy meditation. Evenat this diftance I would be 
- going off from ea’th, and learning the language of the upper 


world. My time, andall my talents are thine ; may they be de- 
voted to thee! My concerninent does not lie in the trifles of | 


' time and fenfe, or in earthly honours or friendfhips, but in the 
enjoyment of thy favour, which is better than life, and thy 


Joving kindnefs, which gives a fweetnefs to all enjoyments.--- 
J now again engage my felf to devote my time, my talents, my 
foul, mine all to thee, to whom they are all due. In thee is 
all my joy; nor would I fell; nor exchange thy love, for all 

the treafures of the Indian fhore. I appeal to thee, my 
God, who knoweft all things, that I defire none -but thee. 
The moft endeared affection, without thee, is empty of fub-— 


ftantial joy. 


| & The foul can hold no more, for God-is a 
He only equals it’s capacious grafp. 


« Lord’s day, Jan. 11. Spent this day in religious exer- 


cifes in the clofet and in the houfe of God. Lord, pardon the 


fins of my moft holy duties. God hath been gracious to me 


this week, and kept me in a fteady dependance on himfelf. Oh 
‘that I may grow in grace, and find much of his prefence the 
week énfuing! 


—— Spent this day in religious my 


_ heart warmed with the love of God in the gofpel. Oh! that | 


this day may add one cubit to my fpiritual ftature ; and that, 
whilft I am beholding in the glafs of the gofpel the glory of 
the Lord, I may be changed from glory to glory, even as by 


the fpirit of the Lord. — 


—— “God hath indulged me with another fabbath on 


‘earth. Oh! that it may train me up to keep an eternal oe 
bath in heaven! I hope I gained greater knowledge of God 


. and Chrift, and. greater power over my corruptions, this day, 


thanever. Lord, grant it may be fo! May thy fpirit awaken | 
me to a narrow infpection into my own heart on the folemn 
gay of humiliation that is approaching, that I may fee my 


| 


| 
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| 
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| 
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| +“ What a blefling it is to have the frequent returns of 
| fabbaths, to fet ihe world at a diftance, while we go up to 
converfe with God! Lord, have | converfed in reality—-or 
have [| only fancied that] have been with thee? Oh! that it: 
may appear in mine after condu€@ with more plainnels to 
myfelf and others! 
Have had this fabbath many fcruples in my mind 
have been reitrained from the overpowering conceit of 
my own judgment—and begged of God to give direction. 
Attended the duties of the day, but with much heavinefs. 
‘Lord, who is fufficient for thefe things? Let thy grace be 
fufficient, &c.. Humble me under a fenfe of my many in- 
firmitics and fhort-comings in duty, and lead me to that 
blood that cleanfeth me from allfin. Amen. 
| “ This is the day which the Lord hath made: I will 
rejoice and be glad therein. . God hath given me a comfort- 
able hope, through grace, this day, thut I was buried with 
- Chritt in his death, and.am rifen with him to newnefs of -life. 

may ¢ fet my affections on things above, and not on 
thyngs on the earth.’. May I be dead (ina manner) to the 
world, but really dead to fin, and may my life be hid with 

ee eee eyes have feen the return of another fabbath. 

iD my heart was truly affected with it! It is a privi- 

_ lege and bleffing to draw near to God as a reconciled God 

and Father. JtruftI know what thismeans. Oh! that [ 

may not deceive myfelf in the judgment I form concerning 

| my ftate. I was much affected by the word preached on 

' ss both parts of the day. My foul hungered, and God was 

“J have, I truft, found, this day, joy and peace in 
believing; but not fo much as I could with. My heart was 
not lively, nor carried out after Jefus with that fervour of : 
defire which it ought. Oh! that i could fay by happy ex- 


perience, ‘ He is to me the chief among ten thoufand, &c,* 
Lord, | defire it may be fo. | te 
«© This fabbath hath been, in part, but a barren fab- 
bath to my foul. One reafon, | apprehend was, I heard a 
_fermon in the morning that had neither Chrift, nor life, nor 
{fpirit in it. I fear many fouls were like mine, worfe than 
when they went ‘in. Lord, I acknowledge my fault. A 
Spirit of curiofity led me there to hear a perfon dignified in 
the church. Therefore I gained nothing. Oh! revive thy — 
work in the eftablifhed church. The haivett there is great, 
but faithful labeurers: are but few.—Was inftructed and . 
4 comfortad 


4 


| 
| 
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this afternoon by a truly (criptural on thefe 
words,‘ In whom we have redemption through his blood, even 


¢ the forgivenefs of fins,’ Lord, help me to retain the fubftance 


thereof, and apply it to my foul 
“ Rofe this day refrefhed with the co: nforts of the 


laft night’s fupplications at the throue of giace. Attended © 


to the f-cret and public duties of the day, and foums God 
was with me. Blefs the Lord, O my fou!, 

—— “ Much comforted this day by the word and|§ irit of 
God. The expofition and {:rmon were both applic. ble to my 


cafe: the one {.tting forth the day of grace; the other the - 


glories of the Redeemer, his office as the great nen of 
fouls, and his readinefs to heal and five us. 

—— This hath been a day (acred to divine indeed. 
My heart hath been much with God in fecret and public 


pean Oh how precious is Chrift to my foul! How hath 
his minifter yi A his love in difcourling on that text 


come not to call the righteous, but finn=rs to repentance.’ 


Found my heart little with hal 
this morning. indeed it was not fo fpiritual a difcourfe as 
I could have wifhed—but [ fear the greateft defect was in 


my corrupt hear’, the feed-plot of all that is. bad. But, | 


biefled be God, his word made it’s eas with abundant 


informing, quickentag, | and word, Salvation 


was the theme, and, [ truft, rover divine grace, will be the 


blefled effect. 


“Friday. My heart hath not been with God sal Chrift 


thefe two or three days {> muchas I could with. Heard a 
fermon at St. M——y B —~y church, but was little be- 
nefited, becaufe Corift was not difplayed in any refpect 


that { remember. Lord, do thou teach, and | fhill know 
thee—draw ine, and [ th ill run after thee —quicken me that 


I may call upon thy name, and Aud him whom my foul loveth. 


“Saturday. I truft I have been enabled to walk as in 
the prefence of God the week paft: but am confcious of — 
many tins and defects : Lord, humble me ‘under a fenfe of 


them. 
“ Tuefday. Obferved that God is ‘éitieg many around 


_ gme with fevers and illnefs of one kind and another, but is 
pleaied to preferve our family in health. Not unto me, not 
unto Lord, but to hame he the and 

| OFye 


} find m myfelf a finner, br the chief of then. O,my — 
let thy lead me, and thy (pirit incline 
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glory. That life which thou fpareft fhall, by thy grace, be 
evoted to thy fear, and {pent in thy fervice. Bee: | 
“ Good-Friday. The awful time of my Lord’s cruci- 
fiction.. Have i laid my fins at the foot of thy crofs? If I 
have never yet done ii, Lord, help me now to d» it! Give me 
faith to believe in thee, and view thee as dying for my fins, 
that I might not fuffer for them. Lord, I believe; help 
mine unbelief. Let me find redemption in thy blood, and at 
“ Tuefday, March 31, 1740. Went this afternoon to 
hear my dear friend, Ms. W-——d, in con pany. with two of 
py Papeete friends. Was much comforted at the profpe& 


fo much good being done through him. ‘ The harveft 

‘truly is great ; but the faithful labourers are but few. 
‘Lord, fend forth labourers into thy harveft.? Converfed » 

with him at night, and joined in prayer and praife. Returned 

- home with more comfort than when 1 went. Oh! may we 
all grow up into him who is our Head, even Jefus our . 

“Saturday. Ever fince Thurfday, I have been’in a fort 

of fpiritual flumber, inactive in the bufinefs of the chriftian 

Lord, pardon my back wardnefs and non-improvement : 

cure this difeafe of my foul: raife my dull powers: quicker 

me by thy {pirit: draw out mine affeétions after thee: 

let me run the ways of thy commandments and not be weary, 

walk in the paths of holinc{fs and never faint. | 


“ Fain would I ftretch my wings, and try 
| How faith can foar above; 
| To f:tch me ftrength, to raife me nigh 


‘The object of my love. 
Now the thought that Chrift ever lives to make interceflion 


for me is of unfpeakable comfort to my foul. a 
a “ Wednefday.. Found my heart wander from Ged too 
much this d.v; but in the clofe of it, God was pleafed ta 

§ draw me nearer himelf by affecting my foul under the word. 

preached at an evening’ leciure. 1 truft this was a token 
for good to me. My heart went along with the word. By 
whom fhould I abide but thee ? Thou haft the words of eter+ 
nal life, and eternal Ife itfelf, and thou wilt give it me, 
Oh! that I may experience more of the favour of the 
knowledge of Chvrift as it hath been difplayed this evening! — 

“ Friday. The Lo:d comforted me ag.in this evening by 
his woid fiom a good «ld Dijciple, who {poke many ferious 

_truchs from John vill, 36. ‘if the Son, &c.’ Lord, fave 
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me by thy free grace, and as an evidence of it, make me. free 
from guilt, free from fin,and caufe me to.love thee freely. 
“ Friday. I have been put, this evening, at the houfe of 
a friend, upon examining my ftate, whether I experimentally 
know that Chrift hath made me free—free from the | 
wrath of God—free from the guilt’ of fin—and from it’s 
power anddominion. The confequence of this trial was, 
that I was able to fee into my corrupt heart, and to difcover 
that fin hath too much dominion over me. Lord, lead me 
to the blood of fprinkling: purge away my drofs: cleanfe 
ome by thy fpirit from all filthinefs: let me no longer retain 
any beloved luft to rival thee in my foul: but do thou come 
by thy fpirit and erect thy throne there! oh aE 
_ “Wednefday. This day a minifter was ordained at Mr. 
###s church in ; | was there. I had many painful 


_, fears, that what makes a gofpel minifter was wanting. 
Lord, lead minifter and people more to Chrift, then they 


will renfember this day with comfort on every returning 
year, and grew up daily in conformity to him. 
© Tuefday. This evening fome good chriftians, with Mr. 
B——-y, met to fpend two hours in prayer on occafion of 
the lecture eftablifhed there. I hope Go was with us of a 
truth. ‘They were enabled particularly to pray for fome re- 
_frefhing fhowers of rain apon the thirfty earth. Thefe God 
was pleafed almoft immediately to fend. Lord, give us thank- 
ful hearts, and water our thirfty fouls with heavenly dews, 
that we bring forth the fruits of righteou{nefs to the honour of 
“Saturday evening. God gave me fuch a fenfe of the 


exceeding finfulnefS of finas, I think, I never had before. 


_ My foul was truly humbled, and enabled to plead with God | 
for mercy, and grace tohelp in everytime of need, both for 
_miyfelf, and a friend with whom I had lately been converf- 
ing on fome very important things. Oh! may a diviner 
flame of love to God and Chrift be enkindled in our 
hearts; then fhall we hate fin with a more perfect hatred, 
and love holinefs with a more perfect love. My. foul does 
_ now experience peace with God. Oh! that this ftate might 
always laft! It was truly faid by one, that ‘the tears of a 
* penitent are more pleafant than the feeming pleafures of fin.” — 
J can affuredly fay that this is true. Ob! that I may be en- 
abled § rather to fuffer affliction with the people of God, than 
* to enjoy the pleafures of fin fora feafon.” 
Saturday. ‘Spent as much time as could be {pared from 
bufinefs in refle&ting on my fpiritual ftate, and preparing for 
the enfuing fabbath. Monday, 
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 & Monday, Tuefday, Wednefday. Thefe three days found 
great reafon to complain of the want of the prefence of Chrift, 
to make every creature cOmfoft comfortable. Differed much 
witha dear friend on fome occafions ; yet was enabled to love 
and pray for him morethanever, | 
 Thurfday, Friday, Saturday. Surely m heart hath - 
wandered far from God, and felt a fenfible withdrawing of his ~ 
prefence. This is becaufe I do not live by on his pro- 
_ mife and covenant as I ought to do, ‘Lord, increale my 
faith, and bring me nearer to thyfelf. 
“ Monday, Tuefday, Wednefday. Found much of the 
prefence of God, which enabled me to walk hambly and 
comfortably in the way of my duty, | aed 
 Thurfday, Friday. God hath’been pleafed t6 fhew me, 
this week, that my dependance is to be wholly on him; be- 
caufe it is he alone ordereth all affairs for his glory and his 
people’s comfort. When my foul was troubled, his com+ 
forts refrefhed me, and I was enabled to look to him as the 
Monday Thurfday. My foul rejoices in God, and 
ees triumphs in the falyation he hath wrought for me. — 


| 


“Thurfday to Monday. During thefe five days, I have 
experienced much of the prefence of God. My heart is with 
him: my foul’ longeth for him: when fhall I come and ap- 
pear before him in the heavenly ftate and world. Providence 

_, feems to fmile upon me. Oh! that I may be thankful. Lord, — 
make me to fhew forth thy. praife, not with my lips only; 
but with my heart and my lifealfo. Amen, 
| «Friday, Saturday. Lord, make my. way plain before my 
face. My worldly affairs give me much uneafinefs. Oh! 
that I may fee thy providence pointing out my. way; and let 
me take no ftep but what may fome way or. other promote: 
thy glory, and my ipiritual and eternal advantage. = 
Wednefday. After the bufinefs of the day, | went to the 
ordination of Mr. P——-, at D——d._[ hope it was a com- 
fortable day to many there. The God of nature {fmiled 
without; and the fame God, as the God of grace, I hope; 
-{miled within the fan&tuary. His word was faithfully preached 
the perfun falemnly fet apart by prayer and impolition 
of hands—and, I hope, it will be a day to be remembered 
with growing pleafure, both to him, and thofe he is now fet 
“‘ Thurfday. Had the happy opportunity of attending the 
- fervice of God this day, it being a monthly day of prayer for 
the nation in general. I hope ao fay the word was fweet . 
3 


~ 


‘ 
~ 
at 


divine afiiftance. 
“affairs and bufinefs of lifes that I may a& as becomes a chrif- 


to. my tafte. Lord, bring it to my remembrance and hear 
our united {upplications—give us the bleflings we have been 


-afking—forgiye us the fins we have been 


fill our fouls with divine love, that we may walk 
_ Thurfday and Friday. 1am engaging myfelf ftill in the 
affairs of time. Oh! that God would be pleafed to give 
me {uitable direftion, that I fee that his difpen- 
fations work together for my, good. Lord, make my way 
plain, and let the bleffings of thy, Providence come to me in 


re thee 


the ftreams of covenant grace and love. 


“ And then whatever ftate I’m in, — 
My heart will refe content; 
Nor will 1 murmur or repine 
How fad foe’r the event. e 


Monday, Tuefday. My foul longeth after greater 


- fures of divine grace, that I may experience more of the 5 


divine life; that all below may become lefs in mine efteem, 
and Heaven become the object of my warmeft wifhes and 


Hafte my Redeemer from above 
And warm my heart with heavenly love ; 
Mine eager wifhes mount on high, 
And pour contempt beneath the fky. 


Wednefday and Thurfday. This evening I hoped te 
have employed in duties in company with my pious 


friends, but was accidentally hindered. Oh! how did my 
foul long to be with them. I could moft willingly have 


- Teft my company to have enjoyed, theirs, for it hath been re- 


frefhing to me many times. However, I hope, I met with 
divine confolation in fecret prayer and reading the word of 


God, the comfort, of which, I truft, 1 walked all the en- 
| “Friday, Saturday. I now find ftand in great. need of 


want wifdom to direét me.in the 


tan, and that i after reflection may not reproach my 
prefent conduct. Lord, | commit my ways to thee. Give 
me that wifdom which is from above, that | may know how 


‘ to aét in a way conducive to thy glory and my own good. 


Let me be under the fpecial direGtion of thy fpirit, to eye 


thee as the God of Providence, knowing it is thy promife, that 
€ail things fhall work together for good to them that love 
God, and are the called, according to his purpof:.’ 
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‘piso? -BURNET’S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS oF 


Live's jot LoMAS, ANN ALBRIGHT, 
_CATMER, AGNES SNOTH, AND JOAN SOLE, WHO suUF- 
FERED MARTYRDOM IN THE CITY ‘OF 


1550. 


on of the parith of in 
county of Kent, was detected of herefy, and cited to appear 
at the fpiritual court in Canterbury, the 17th of January, 
556. The judges were Richard Faucet, John Warren, 
John Mills, Robert Collins, and John Baker, notary; and 
articles being exhibited againft him, it was firft demanded of 
him, Whether he believed the catholick church, or no?. ~ 
Tp which he anfwered, That he believed fo much as is 
contained in God’s book,. and no more. , 
Qe ad was afked, Whether he would be confelfed of a prieft 
er,no! 
He anfwered, That he not. written that he thoald 
be confeffed to. any prieft, in God’s book neither would he 
confefs, unlefs he were accufed by fome manof fin. 
He was examined, Whether he believed the body of 
Chritt to be in the facrament of the altar, really under the 
forms of bread and wine, after the confecration, or no?,; 
_ Heanfwered, That he believed no reality of Chrift’s body 
to be in the facramerit: neither found he it written that/he 
is there under form; but he believed fo much as is written. 
And the faid John Lomas: being difmiffed at that time, was 
brought before the court the next day,-being the 18th, of 
January, and examined again, and refufed to make any other 
anfwer, than that he believed fo much as was written in 
God’s book ; fo the court gave fentence againft him, and he 
we delivered to the fecular power in order to exeéution, 

7 Snoth, widow, of the parifh of Smarden, was ac- 
cufed for her religion, and cited to appear ‘before the judges 
of the fpiritual court in Canterbury, where the was compelled 
to make anfwer. to divers interrogatories and articles minif- 
tered unto her. In anfwer whereunto, firft the denied 
to be confeffed to any prieft, notwithftanding the -denied not 
to confefs her offences as one to another, but not euricularly 


to an rieft. 
As 
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As touching the facrament of the altar, fhe protefted, That 
if fhe, or any other, did receive the facrament fo as Chrift, — 
and his apoftles after him, did deliver it, then fhe and they 
did receive it to their comfort: but as it is now ufed in 
the church of England, fhe faid,.that no man could receive 
it, but to his damnation, as fhe thought. at iageaae 

She being examined concerning penance, Whether it be a 
. facrament or no, fhe plainly denied the fame; and that the 
popith manner of their abfolution was not confonant to the 
word of God, nor neceflary to be taken: and in the reft of 
her anfwers fhe agreed with John Lomas, _ Whereupon 
fentence was read againft her, and fhe was committed to the 
cuffody of the fheriffs of Canterbury until the day of her 
execution, 

Ann Albright appeared alfo before the court ; and it was 
objected againft her concerning the fame matter of confeffion ; 
whereunto fhe anfwered, That fhe would not be confcfied of 
a prieft : and added moreover, fpeaking unto the priefts then 
prefent, * Ye priefts (faid fhe) are the children of perdition, and 
can do no good by your confeffion.’’ And {peaking to the 
judge and his affiftants, fhe told them, ‘ ‘That they were fub- 
verters of Chrift’s truth ;’ and, as touching the facrament of 
the altar, the faid, ¢ It was a naughty and abominable ido], and 
fo utterly denied the fame facrament.’ And fo perfifting and © 
perfevering in her faid anfwers and fayings, fhe was con- 
demned the faid 18th of January, and delivered to the fherifts 
order'to fuffer according to law. 
Joan Sole, of the parifh of Horton, was, in like manner, 

condemned by the fame pharifees and priefts for not allowing 
auricular confeffion, and for denying the real prefence and 
fubltance of Chrift to be in the facrament. Who, after their 
pharifaical fentence being pronounced, was brought by the 
fheriffs to the ftake with the other four, and fuftained the 
‘like martyrdom with them, through the affiftance of God's 
holy grace and fpirit mightily working in her, to the glory 
of his name, and confirmation of the truth. 
Joan Catmer, the fifth and laft of this heavenly company 

of martyrs, was of the parifh of Hitch, wife, as it fhould feem, 
_ of George Catmer, burned before. “Who being afked what 
fhe faid to confeffion made to a prieft, denied to be confefled 
to any prieft. And moreover the judge {peaking of the 
facrament of the altar, fhe faid and affirmed, That fhe believed 
not in that facrament, as it was then ufed, for that it was 
_ gnade, faid fhe,a very idol. In this her confeffion remaining 

and perfifting, was by the like fentence cruelly by them 
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condemded, and fo fuffered with the aforefaid John’ Lomas, - 
and the other martyrs, ratifyi:.g and confefling with their 
blood the true knowledge and doétrine of the glorious gofpel 
Chrift Jefus our Saviour, | 
 Thefe five perfons were burnt at two ftakes in one fire, 
together at Canterbury, as is before faid ; who, when the 
fire was flaming about their ears, did fing pfalms. Whereat 
oN the good knight Sir John. Norton, being there prefent, 
wept bitterly at the fight thereof. 


SERMONS 


| 


THE PRINCIPAL HEABS-OF THE SERMON, WHICH WAS 
DELIVERED AT THE INTERMENT OF MR. CHARLES 
NORTON, OF CAULDWELL, IN THE COUNTY OF DERBY, 


WHO DIED AUG. 6, 1800, AND WAS BURIED oO ~ 


Tus, my friends, is an affecting {cene,—a moft folemn 
opportunity. The death of a man; the death of a minifter, 
is very awful !——-May we all be enabled to improve this - 
‘event to our own advantage, and to glory the of God !. Amen. 
My fituation is very affecting; 1 could with to be releafed 
| ss from’ it. =But. as the afflicted relatives of our deceafed 
ae brother have defired me to take upon me this painful fervice, 
I know not how to objet; nor do I know how to proceed 
with propricty.—I"he words which I have felected on this 
occafion are, Heb. vi. 12, “ That ye be not flothful: but 
followers of them who through faith and patience, inherit 
_ How many calls have we to diligence ; yet how prone to be 
‘flothful ! How few take fuch puins, tuch early, anxious, per- 
fevering pains for the falvation of their fouls, as’ they do 
_ for the’prefervation of their body 5 for the’ things of eternity, 
for the things of time. Yar how abundantly more 
neceffiry! As much more neceflary as the foul is fuperior 
to the body, as eternity is to time, What are all the thincs - 
of this poor world now, to our deceafed brother? Juft ‘as 
much as they will bein a little time to us, that is——Nothino |! 
«But rare '_how full of importance to every man, is 
eternity! Efpecially when we confider it’s vaft extremes. 
An 
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An eternity of confummate happinefs and glory, or an eternit 
of everlafting mifery and damnation and that one of thefs 
muit be ours, and ours for ever! That, when this world, 


blifs, in immortal vigour; or writhing in hellifh torments 
among miferable and horrible infernals, without a moment’s 


os er hope of deliverance. How neceflary then, that. we 
‘be & hot flothful, but followers of them who through faith 
and patience-inherit the promifes.” | 
But, I hope, the greater part of this congregation have 
_ ¢onfidered their latter end, and given diligence te make 


their calling “and election fure ;” and ate tiow wifhing to 
be followers of Chrift’;—wifhing to be “followers of them, 


who through faith and patience, inherit the promifes ;” that — 


you: inherit the promifes alfo, I flyall therefore, | 


Endeavour to fhow the great duty 
recommended, * To be followers,” &c. 


Enforce the exhortation by the <onfideration of fome 
the bleffings Which ate promifed. 
_ &. Endeavour to fhow fomething of the great duty here 


‘withall it’s Vanities and enjoyments is forgotten, as though — 
 pthad never exifted, we fhall be flourithing in the realms of 


recommended; That ye be not flothful, but followers of 


them, who through faith and patience, inherit the pro- 


miles. 


Here are two very important chriftian graces, recom- 
mended to our attention, in the words of the text. Faith and 


There are three things, which we may confider, as be- 


fecondly, the end of it; and thirdly, the ground and rule 


of it. 


1. The objec of ‘itis Chrift: True faith looks directly 
to Jefus Chrift as’ it’s all in all. It does not caft half an 


of Jefus. N 


longing to true, chriftian faith. Firft, the objeét of it; 


“eye to the law; and half an eye to the gofpel; half an eye 
to out own righteoufnefs, and half an eye to the propitiation 
0.3 it looks only to him who is able to fave 


to uttermott all thofe who come to God by hi, 2 


| 


Patience. Of theie in order. 
: The ancient worthies were not only virtuous men, with | 
refpect to temper and conduct, but they had an inward, hidden | 
oS. principle; namely, Faith. And we are not only to imitate 
them, in obvious and apparent exéecllencies; but in their 
firm dependance on Chrift, their fteady reliance on the 
: Saviour. To be followers of them who through Faith | 
inherit the promifes. Not through works of righteoufnefs, | | 
but through faith in Jefus Chritt. 
| | 
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fixes on him alone, as the only foundation of peace and par- 2 
don. He fays, “God forbid that I fhould glory, fave in the © 


crofs of my. Lord Jefus Chrift,” or in Chrift crucified. It 
fees there is falvationin him, but in no other; ** For there is 
none other name under heaven, given ameng men, whereby 
The believer beholds Chrift, as exhibited in thegofpel, oy 
word of truth, as aprophet, to teach God’s will; as a rie, 
to atonefor fin; andas a king, to govern his people. Buthe 
doth not only behold him’ as fuftaining thefe offices, but he 
receiveshiminthem. The true chriftian fits at his feet to 
hear his word, and to receive his inftructions; and learns 


him to be meek and lowly in heart. He does not only be. 
hold him as the facrifice for fin, nor as the only facrifice. 


But he fays, “ The life which I now live in the flefh, [ 


live by the faith of the Son of God; who loved me and gave 
himfelf for me. I have redemption through his blood, even 


the forgivenefs of fins.” Again. The true believer fy 


mits to the authority of Chrift. He fees him poflefled of all 


power in heaven and in earth; that he is Lord of Lords, and 

_ King of Kings ; and he receives, obeys, and honours him ag 
fuch. He finds a difpofition, like Saul of Tarfus, and fays, 

“ Lord what wilt thou have me to do.”’ And when he knows 

his will, 

“ follow Chrift whitherfoever he goeth.”” 


In hort, the true believer fixes on Jefus, as you did, when 


you was brought out of darknefs into light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God. You remember how that wa 

don’t you? You faw yourfelves in a perifhing ftate, hd 

_ cried out in your hearts, “ What muft we do to be faved.” 


You faw that your works and righteoufnefs weuld not 


> 


profit you; that by the deeds of the law you could not be 
juftified; and were terribly afraid of going to hell. Bug 


when you faw that “God had fo loved the world, as to give | 


his only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth in_ 
fhould not perifh, but have everlatting life,” You foun 
fome comfort, when you faw that * Jefus Chrift came 
into the world to fave finmers, the chief of finners ;” th 
clouds began to difperfe, light fhone into your fouls. And 
when you faw that he cried, and, in a nanper, heard him 
ery, Come unto me all ye thatlabour, and are heavy laden, 

and I will give you reff,” Your heart began to. rejoices 
you found pleafure mixed with gratitude. You loved him 
~ becaufe he fo loved you. In_ your affeétions, you came 

him, and placed your whole dependance on him; and @ou 


he fets about the performance of it. Hedefirestq ‘ 
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all things as lofS for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Be Chrift Jefus your Lord. Don’t you remember how you~ 
- beheld him? How you came to him? How .cordially you 
 geceived him? If you don’t remember it, it is becaufe you 
_ fnave mever done it, never experienced it. I would frecly 
all reafonable allowance for the weaknefs of human 
mature, and the different capacities of men; but it muft be 
— moted, that, “he that believeth, hath the witnefs in himfelf.” 
“Phere is an effort of our own mind in coming to Chrift: an | 
effort againft much oppofition. I know, faith the apoftle, 
in whom I have believed,” and to whom have committed 
the keeping of my foul. Can wereally commit the keeping of our 
fouls to Chrift, and not be confcious of it? As woll almoft 


may awife forget that fhe was ever married 
ren it, however, be remembered, that the object of truc 
faith is Jefus Chrift, and him crucified, The believer fixes’ 
enhimashis wholeandcomplete Saviour. 
“Faith has alfo an end, and that end is falvation. 
> ®Receiving the end of your faith, even the falvation of 
your fouls.” Few, I fuppofe, will raife an objedtion to this, 
therefore a few words may fuffice. Yet, it is to be feared, 
that fome err in this particular. Men carr be religious, or at 4 
leaft appear to be fo, for various purpofes. The, faith of 
fome feems to aim at temporal : advantages, rather than 
{piritual and eternal. Some, long ago, followed Chrift for 
Toaves and fifhes; and it is well if fome, now a days, do not . 
 profefS to believe for fimilar ends, It is poffible that fome 
may learn the doctrines of the gofpel, and profefs to believe 
them, that they may be like other people; becaufe they 
_ would not with to be thought infidels. The foolifh virgins 
might be fuch fort of believers. But true faith leads princi- 
pally to afuture ftate, toa world of glory. “If in this life | : 
only, we have faithin Chrift;’” or if our faith go no 
farther than toa profeffion of chriftianity in this life, we are Boe | 
@f all moft miferable. True faith refpecis the pro- 
mifes; and the promifes moftly refpec&t a world to come: 
“ An inheritance which is incorruptible, and undefiled, and 
which fadeth not away, referved in heaven for the people of 
God” Jefus is gone to his Father’s houfe, to prepare a 
place for his difciples; and the true believer looks for his. 
return, when Chrift fhall take him to that glorious home, 
and make him happy there for ever. O! let not your faith ftop 
fhort of the complete falvation of your fouls. This will have a 
tendency to make you look forward, ‘and look upward amidit 
the vexatious aud afflictions of life with 


“ 
s 


| 


| 
| 


and pee and to perfevere, after the example of them, 
who through faith and patience inherit the promifes. | > 
3. Faith, true faith, has alfo a ground, a foundation on 
which it refts, and a rule by which it is regulated. it is not 
an enthufiaftic notion, a mere fond conceit that I thall goto 
heaven when I die, becaufe of any thing natural, or acctden.. 
tal ; any thing experienced by ys, or done to us, or by — 
others. Wenever readin the Bible that the chriltians con- 
fidered themifelyes as “made the members of Chrift, the’ 
children of God, and the inheritors of the kingdom of 
heaven” in their baptifm. Nor did they depend on peculiar — 
manifeftations, dreams, voices, or fuppofed revelations, as 
the ground of their confidence. Thofe who place their 
_ pendance on things of this fort, have a fancy, perhaps a 
{trong fancy ; but that is not true faith, A-chriftian lias. his 
expericnce: but his experience is the fruit of his faith, and 
not the ground of it, or the reafon why he believes. Yet how 
many can give no better reafon of the hope which isin them, 
than fomething of this fort ; which gives one to fear that they: 
are fadly deceived, dreadfully miftaken. And miftakes here 
are dreadfulindeed. For when a perfon fets himfelf down as 
a believer, and is not one, he ceafes to attend to thofe means 
which are calculated to make him one.’ Perhaps this is one 
of the moft fatal {chemes of the devil, to keep the finner fhort 
‘True faith is founded om the word of God.. The chriftian 
believes what God fays, and becaufe God fays it, he believes 


Gt. The declaration of God is the ground of his confidence, 


If he be afked a reafon of his hope, he can anfwer, “ Jefus — 
Chrift fays, he that believeth, and is -baptized, fhall be 
faved.” and I trutI am one of thofe. 
As his faith is founded on the word of God, fo it is regu- 

. Jated by the word of God. He withes to believe neither more 
nor lefs, nor otherwife, than as the word of “Sod declares. He 
doth not firft receive a fet of religious opinions and principles, 


and then fearch the fcriptures for paflages to confirmhimin 


them; and even add to,.or take from icripturse, to make it 

{quare with his notions. He forms his opinion of divine — 
truth from the fcripture itfelf, and lays afide his former — 
notions, when, and fo far as he’ finds the feripture does not 
teach and fupport them. ‘When he finds that the feripture 
plainly and repeatedly fays, ‘“ Chrift died for ali; . 
tafted death for every man:”’ he believes that he did, arid 
will not mince the a// and every man to a very few, to almoft 

nobody, in comparifon of the whole human race, becaufe be 
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perth. He fimply believes the ward, and leaves the dificulty 


| che Almighty, becaufe he kuows his Father is wifcr 


tha he. 
Age believes to of God, he alfo prays 
ac. rd ngt». toe word, ie acts acco ding to the word, he ex- 


fs pe s nd hopes according to the word. The word is alamp 


- who iis feet, and a light unto his path. his is the ground 
2m rule of his ay this he his, 


and his condu:. 
If any thould fupofe that this 


e teachings atid 


of the holy fpirit, they are miftaken. The fpirit 


‘which he was quite familiar. . 


| 


docs not teach us new revelations, but difpofes us to receive 
thoie already given. He taketh of the things of Chrift; 

fh: w-th them to US, and comforts us with them. The 
and the frit are in perfeét unifon. Does Chrift, in his 
word, fay Care? The fpirit alfo fays, Come. e never 

Can give better proof of being led by the {pirit of God, 
than by hearing Cari't’s voice and him, according 
to his word. ‘* [To the law and to the teftimony : if they 

{pe k nor according to this werd, it is becaufe there is no 
light in them,” 

To return, Our. dear deceafed Fiend was peculiarly 
Boe in.the fimplicity and clearnefs of his faith. Believing 
‘God, feemed to be quite my to him; an exercife wit 
Thus faith. the Lord,” 
was quite fudicient ; he wanted no more. He did not diftrefs. 7 
hinfelt with »ows, and whys, and werefores. He had learned 


the holy fcience of exercifing faith on ‘the naked promife of 


were 


a faithful God. May we be followers of him i in the fimpli- 
city and tedfaftnefs of his faith. | 
But fee ndly ;- we are exhorted to be Eihdwess of them who 
through Patience inherit the pomifes. Some think that a 
chriftian’s life is all | eral and happy and joyful: and 
fome have been greatly ddanpelited when they have ae 
themfelves miitaken in the frial of it, robably 
Ifraelites fancied, that when they fhould once get 
FE gypt, all would be well: that they fhould have no more . 
troubles. But they found a red fea, and a dreary wilder- 
nefs. between Egypt and the promifed Jand, and fometimes 
greatly difcouraged becaufe of the way. Every chrif- 
tan will find fornething of a fimilar nature in his experience. 
hough fome havea fweeter cup and lighter burden than 


others, yet all have difficulties, enemies, and various trials 


way. kone need of patience, aS 
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“well as faith, while they are travelling through: this vale 

1. The world is at enmity with God; and»¢onfequentl 


with the people of God. In the world, therefore, they mutt. 


have tribulation. Beciufe they aré not of the world, the 
world will hate them, and perfecute them, and caft’out their 
name as evil. This is a fource of much trouble to the 
people of God; for they love to live peaceably with all men, 
And when they do the beft they poffibly can, with a godd 
confcience, they find it is all in vain; there is ftill enmity 
againft them ; the fruits of which often make them fuffer 
very greatly, as well as very wrongfully. This: therefote 
calls for the exercife of patience. And though, we in com- 
“mon, are not expofed to the fore trials and per:fecutions 


_ which the Primitive Chriftians endured, yet we have often — 


fuch ‘as lie heavy on our fouls. Our cireumftances, callings, 


conneéti ns, families, and afflictions, often make us “ groan 


2. Flethly lufts, which war againft the foul, often eccafion 


fore confli@. The fleth lufteth againft the fpirit, and the 
{pirit againft the fleth, fo that ye cannot do the things that ye 
~ would. The believer “ delights in the law of Gud after the 


inward man: but he finds a law in his members, warring 
 againft the law of his mind, and bringing‘ him irito capti- 
vity to the law of fin which is in his members,” and it 
caufes him to cry, “O wretched man that I'am, who fhall 
deliver me frém the body of thisdeath.” "= 
This may not operate in all to the fame degree; but it 
eperates pen in fome degree. Therefore the neceffity of 
continual 


with Chrift in God,’’ who know that when “ Chrift who is. 


their life fhall appear, they fhall appear with him imglory;” 
are exhorted to mortify their ‘members which are on earth: — 

yea, fuch members and‘ propenfities which are of the grofleft 

hinds Col. iii. 4, 5. Which could not be, if fuch propenfitics 


were quite efadicated from the believer. 


felf-denial, if we would approve ourfelves the 
genuine difciples of Jefus. The grace of God which bringeth 
falvation, teaches us to deny: worldly lufts; but not to deffroy 
them. Théfe- will exift till death, or till Chrift thall come 
the fecond time to change our vile body, and to fufhion it like 
his own glorious body. Even thofe, whofe * life is hid — 


“a_ Continual conflict. with an enemy in our own 
“houfe, in our own nature, to whom, in fome points of view; ~— 
are clofely connedted, requires the exercife of great 
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= faith and great patience: efpecially to bear this, fora number 


| 


them at your pleafure. 
benefit have you from it, if you don’t make _ufe of it? 


Enjoy it’s pleafures and gratifications, like rational cyeatures ; 


of years, with fteady perfeverance. 4 
3. The Devil. He fifts them as wheat. He isan old, 


an inveterate enemy to the human race, and efpecially to the 


-people. of God. ‘‘ He goes about as a roaring lion, fecking 
whem he may devour.”” His devices aie many, and his 
baits are. laid with the greateft art. How did he accufe and 
-affi& the upright Job; how did he teaze and tempt the 
holy Jefus? And is he now at peace with Chrift’s difciples ? 
No! If he does net appear as the roaring lion, he is- ftil] the 
wily ferpent. How does he exercife his power and his policy 
to tempt and feduce the children of the Moft High. Some- 
_times he will oppofe God by flat contradiftions, as he did 
to Eve in the garden of Eden. “ Hath God faid ye thal 


furely die? Ye fhall_not furely die! Ye live better; 
ye fhail live happier; ye fhall even be as gods, knowing good 


and evil.” At other times he will bring and apply God’s 
_, word, and appear as a preacher of righteoufnefs, and promife 


angelic protection if they will but take his counfel. Who 


«knows how often he leads unwary men inte a falfe and fatal 


fecurity, by a forced application of orthodox doctrines ? Now, 


~The can fay, “* you are a child of God, a favourite of heaven, 


an heir of glory. All. things are now yours, and you may: 
The world is yours. But what 


ai if you do fin, you thall not perifh ; you have an Ad- 


--vocate with the Father, who is righteous, if you are not, 
and he will plead for you; he has engaged for your falva- 


tion. Therefore gratify yourfelves in a few innocent divers 
fions, and let 
, The forrows of the mind, - 
Be vanifh’d from the place ;- 
Religion never was defign’d, 
To make your pleafures lefs.” 


~ ‘Then, when the credulous creature has-taken his horrid ~ 
- counfel, and has aberated from the path of duty} and when 


he thinks of returning, and finds guilt on his confcience, 
and fear of wrath for his folly; how the old ferpent will 
aggravate his crimes, and endeavour, either to drive him to 
defperation, or to prefumption. Now he will tempt him 
to believe that he was never converted, or that he is totally 
fallen from grace; has finned the unpardonable fin, and 
that there is no forgivenefs, either in this world, or in that 


“Ss 


which 


| 
| 
7 
| 
‘ 
| 
3 
i 
a a 


SERMONS AND ESSAYS: 


which is to come. ‘That reading, hearing, praying, and all 
religious exercifes, arein vain, ‘That ifhe feek to his friends 
they will reproach him, and put him out of the. church. 
Therefore he had better keep at a diftance, and take a_ little 
pleafure in this world, for there is none for him in another, 

O! my beloved, under fuch fuggeftions and temptations, 
- what need of ftrong faith and never-failing patience, left 
we be hurried into fome dreadful evil; overwhelmed in 


deep diftrefs, and make fhipwreck of faith and a geod con- | 


f{cience ; difhonour our God, and ruin our own fouls, | 

_ But perhaps long, and fore, and complicated afflictions, in 
‘body, mind, effate or families ; or peradventure in,all thefe, 
like Job, in days of old, require the moft patience, Thefe 


prefs hard on human nature, and expofe to many~ grievous 


‘temptations, and without Divine fupport, to an uncommon 
degree, the mind muft fink underthem. Itis a bleffing, an 
unfpeakable bleffing, that we ‘have not only the {criptures 


for our inftruction and comfort, but we have many examples — 


of faith and patience to encourage and to animate us, and to 
fhew uf thefe graces, not only in theory, but in rea) exercife. 
You, in this neighbourhood, have been highly favoured in 


this refpect. You have had an eminent example of thefe 
virtues in our deceafed brother. He had a great, a heavy 


burden to bear, as you well know, and he bore it with great 


patience. I am credibly informed, that under all hislong ~— 


and fevere afflictions, and complicated woes, he was never 
heard to exprefs a murmuring word. He ufed to fay, « It 


4s the Lord—let him do what feemeth him good: | dare 


not complain, he is fo gracious.”” 1 knew him well; I have 
known him long: I have had opportunities to become inti» 
mately acquainted with him: and, | confefs, that I never 


knew a perfon fo much like a lamb, for a mcek, humble, - 
patient, inoffenfive difpofition. But, he canfpeak no mores — 


~Recolle& his inftru@ions and exhortations. Imitate his in- 


offenfive, gracious cenverfation; and learn to be like him 
in everything which. is praife worthy particularly be fol-+ 


lowers of him in his faith and patience, till you inherit the 
ptomifes, as we hope our deceafed brother does. sis 
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a 


the Editor the General in Magazine, 
MR. EDITOR, 


A fenfible and ferious man sto has heard the gofpel at moft | 
_ places in’ town, having been long refident there, now in be 
the country) with whom [ am in habits of intimacy, re- 

ame lately to give_him my opinion on the following 
fcriptures, which he much withed an explanation of. 
Accordingly I attempted it, verbally, in the fubftance of | 

_ what is here written; and, as it gave him full fatisfaction, 
perhaps, if you think it not unworthy a place in your — 

_. Magazine, it’s infertion may be of ufe, at Icaft, if it is 
only to correct my miftakes, if [ have erred. ~ 


Iam, Sir, your sy in ‘the golpel, | 
Chatham, 225 1800. A.C, T: 


Cove to every man that afketh of thee.” vi. 30: 
« and from him that would porrow of thee, turn not thole le 
away.” Matt. v. 42. 
‘So far as it refpeéts the part of Chrift’s 

onthe Mount, it muft be confidered as a general rule of 

 eonduét for all his difciples; and this being acknowledged, 

| an iry then arifes how this part of itisto be underftood. 
ord is here-addrefling his immediate followers, 
Pein not tothe exclufion of thofe who are at prelent fo as 
above premifed. In the beginning ofa paragraph connected it~ 
with the words under confideration, he exhorts to a different if 
treatment of injuries than what a former difpenfation allowed Bas: 
of. Yehave heard that it hath been faid, an cye for an eye; 
and a tooth for a tooth” Matt. v. “ But I fay unto you, - 
-refift not evil, {treatment} &c. Give toevery man that | 
thee,” &c. That we are to perform offices of kindnels to 
our fellow chriftians is plain. Hence an apoltle fays, “* As 

we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, — 

efpecially to them that are of the houfhold of faith.” This: 
| we mutt underftand of all or every man, with the latter eX- 

ception only, as it regards the particular exercife of our be~ 
nevolence, andon this condition, “as we have opportunity,” 
a not only of time, but ability; according to which we mutt re 
be in this matter. the man,” 
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. AcTS XVii. 30. « And the tires of this ignorance God 
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are expreffive of univerfality, yet it feems that Jefus Chrift 


here more. dire&tly with reference to perfonal enemies, 


{fee Luke vi. 27, and onward) whom he commands, “that — 


we love, and love to any,” it is well known does not confift 
in a profeffion of it, but by evidencing it’s effects in certaia 
 inftances practically, command therefore as well runs, 


“ Do good to them that bate you.” Becaufe hereby we give 


a vifible proof of the reality and excellent nature of the reli- 
gion within us Jr thercfore he that hath been my enemy, — 


or is now avowedly fo, foltcit my afiltance, I am to give or 


bleffing ” Paul’s words are full to the point, * if thine 


lend ne not rendering evil for evil;—but contrariwife 
enemy hunger, feed him. If he thirft, give him drink ; for 


in fo doing thou fhalt heap coals of fire on his head,” That 
48, according to his phrafeology, ‘* to overcome evil with 


good;”” as. we may by this mode of treatment of fuch, not 
only be a means of prefent, but eternal benefit. A behaviour 
of this kind being calculated to convert to that whichen- | 
courages fo excellent a difpofition, 
_N.B. There are thofe, our enemies, in the world, who 
knowing the duty inculcated upon chriitians, to give to every 
man that afketh, may not only wifh to put our obedience to 
the teit, when in real need; but may feign it in a fecond ap- 
sepa n order to impofe on our charity. Suffice it to 
ay, we are not, in that cafe, obliged to relieve fuch. But 
only fo far as it rfpects their known and unavoidable 
pe upon the condition before exprefled. 


For the General Baptift Magazine. 
SCRAP the IXth. 


winked at ; but now commandeth all men every where to 
repent.” 


_ IN this verfe we obferve two things, viz. the forbearance 
éf God with the Athenians, with regard to what was paft, 
and his sO interference with them refpecting what was 


to come. 


1ft. The forbearance of God with the Athenians, notwith. 


oe their wickednefs and idolatry, which has been noted 


in our former Scraps; yet it is faid God winked at it, that is, 


~ God, as it were, looked over it, and did not bear any 
publick and vengeful t-ftimony againit it, as. he had done in 


other 
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SPONDE N CE, 


other cafes: (as the old world, Gen. vi. vii—Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and Lot’s wife, Gen. xix. 24, 25, 26.—Pharoah 
| and his hofts, Exod, xiy. 21--31—Korah, Dathan, Abiram, 
_ &c. Numb. xvi, and many others.)—But, for a time, 
 feemed to pafs it by as without obfervation; Oh what 
patience in Jehovah to fee himfelf thus infulted, and yet for- 
ad, But under the gofpel difpenfation God, as it were, | 
- fhews himfelf among men: And how does he fhew himfelf ? 
_ Why, by commanding all men every where to repent. Now, 
gs repentance is a turning from evil to good, and this com~ 
mand exterids to all men, every where, it implies a charge of 
guilt on all, even on thyfelf, dear reader, as well as the 
writer of this, and the wicked Athenians, to Whom thefe 
words were firft {poken. 
- Now it is evident that every impenitent finner aéts inconis 
fiftantly with his ftate. What, a finner againft God! A 
breaker of his holy law ! '—And under the divine curfe !! !--- 
And charged home with this by the word of truth divine, and | 
not turn from it! !!---Does not all this (which, alas, is the - 
ftate of thoufands) difcover a moft awful degree of hardnefs 
and deadnefs in fin?---Oh, afk thyfelf, dear reader, “howis  —S 
Befides, to continye in this ftate is pofitive and wilful difow 
bedience to the plaincommands of the eternal Jehovah, which 
isan addition of aggravated guilt to that contracted before, 
‘and muft plunge the foul deeper in that perdition to which 
all the impenitent are expofed. Luke xv. 3. 5.---Further, 
- this impenitence is yet worfe, in that it is refuling compliance. 
with that which ts gracioufly commanded as an abfolutely ne- 
ceflary ftep towards that conyerfion to God, which alone 
makes meet for eternal glory ; and without which we cannot 
| |" fee the kingdom of Bod ; but muft fink where the worm 
gicth not, andthe fire is mot quenched. Mark ix.38. 
_ Ohthat every reader of the General Baptift Magazine may 
s\ - yepent, and turn to God by faith in a once crucified, but 
, now glorified Redeemer; and «lfo do works meet for re- 
pentance! This isthe prayer of. 


| 


418 CORRE 


| 
} 


Dear 


Of. 6, SMATTERER, 


} 
> 


FRAG. 


| 
| 
Be 
| 3 


the General Baptif? Magazint, 


FRAGMENTS OF BIOGRAPHY. 


THIS 


great man was a difciple of the apoftle John, and” 
by him was ordained bifhop of the church at Smyrna. 


He is thought, by many, to be the angel of the church of . 
Smyrna, to whom the epiftle in the Revelation is fet, Rev. 
ii.8—11. And if fo, as is very probable, he has, as well as 
the church at large, from divine teflimony, an iadubitable 
character: this church being one, of the only two out of 
feven, againft which the. Son of God bringeth nucharge 

Polycarp wrote an Epiftle to tne Philippians, which is 
extant at this time: the former and larger prt of it is irit’s 
original Greek ; and the whole Epiftle entire, in an ancient — 
Latin verfion. In this Epiitle he reminds them of the F piftle 
they had received from Paul; and adds, that that, apoitle 
ot them, in all the churches, which then knew God, 

olycarp wrote divers letters which have been loft now x 
- longtime. And there are fome fragments which are afcribed 
to him; but ftrong confiderations have jultly reftrained the 
learned from giving them any credit. The Epittle to the 
Philippians is the gnly work of Polycarp that is: efteemed — 

Irenzus, bifhop of Lyons, in Gaul, fpeaks highly both of 
Polycarp and of his Epiftle: “ There is (fays he) a moft exe 
eellent Epiftle of Polycarp written to the Philippians; from 
which they who ate willing, and areconcerned for their own 
falvation, may learn both the character of his faith, and the 
doétrine of the truth.’’ And in another place; {peaking of 
the foundnefs of his faith, he fays, “ When | was young, in 
the lower part of Atia, with Polycarp, 1 remember the 

place in which the blefled Polycarp fat and taught, arid tis 
going out and coming in, and the manner of his life, aud the 
form of his perfon, and the difcourfes he made to the peoples 
and how he related his converfation with John, aid others 
who had feen the Lord; and how he relaied their f yings, 
and what he had heard from them concerning the Lod; 
both eoncerning his miracles and his doctrine, as he had re. 

ceived them from the eye-witnefles of thé word of life: all — 
which Polycarp related agreeable to the deriptures. ‘Thefe 
Ve, ITI. 3 O things 
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things then, through the 
gently heard and attended to; recording them not oa 
paper, but upon my heart. And through the grace of vias’ 
continually renew the remembrance of them,”” 
There is an account ef the martyrdom of this great man, 
in a letter from the church over which he prefided, at as cone 


to the church at Philadelphia, which fays, “‘ He was co 

demned to the flames, at Smyrna, the. Roman pro-conf 

being prefent, and all: ‘the people in the amphitheatre de- 
his death.” But he to a good old age: for. 
when the hoary heated. faint was brought to the ftake, he 
could fay, with pleafure, in the ears of the pro-conful, 
J have now ferved Chrift eighty and fix years.”——-Me-_ 
thinks he pofleficd the heroifm of the poet, who fays, 


« Chains, dungeons, fwords ; : or tortures, blood and a. 
Aworldintumult, or all hellinarms, 

If grace affitt, fhall ne’er deter my tongue . 
rom ipeaking in name.” 


RAGMENT VI. 


PAPIAS, it is- believed, fourithed. early in the fecond 
‘century; and was bifhop of Hierapolis, in Phrygia; but how 
Jong helived is uncertain, He is faid by forhe to have been a 
_ martyr; but as this is not mentioned by Eufebius nor 


— 
| 


Epi it is not much to be regarded. Irenzeus fpeaks of 


im as a hearer of John, and a companion of Polycarp; and 


by John feems to intend the apoftle and evangelift, But — 
_ there was another John foon after the apoftle of that name, — 


ealled John the Prefbyter, or Elder; and from Eufebius it 


appears moft prebable;~that he wasa hearcr of this John, 


not. John the evangelifi. And as anextract from Eufebius 
will give us information on other fubjeéts as well as this, and 
_ alfo fome of the words of Papias himfelf, it may be fitly in- 
troduced-in this place: “ There are ( fays. -Eufebius)* five 


books of Papias, entitled, An Explication of the Oracles of 
the Lord—the. only bécke siideelin by him, after this manner. 
_ But Papias, in the preface of his bovuks, does’ by no means fay | 


_thathe heard or faw any of the holy apoftles; but only that he 
_h dreceived the things concerning the faith from thofe who were 
well acquainted. with them, which he fhews in thefe words: 
~@-Tthall ‘not think much to fet dewn, together with my in- 
“terpretations, what have from the elders [or 


of God toward ine. 


Or PAPIAS. | 


i 


+ 
$ 
| 4 | 
> 
| 
| 


-ynterprete 
that 


bered; bu 


but not in the way of a regular hiftery of our Lord’s words, 
Mark, however, committed no miitake, in writing 


WHA’ 
be fure to make up in huemility 5 and this will be the mog 
| | | | | 


‘CORRESPONDENCE. 


; 


prefbyters], and do well remember confirming the truth by 
them. 
that 


o: I took to no delight, as moft men do, in thofe 
great deal, but in thofe that teach the truth; nor 
in thofe that relate ffrange precepts, but in thofe that relate. 
the precepts which the Lord bas entrufted us with, and which 
proceed from the truth itfelf. And-if, at any time, I met 
with one who had converfed with the elders, 1 enquired after 
the fayings of the elders; what Andrew, or what Peter faids 
or what Philip, what Thomas, or what James had faid!: what 
John or Matthew, or any other of the apoftles of the Lord were 
wont to fay: and what Ariftion, or John the prefbyter, difciples 
ofthe Lord, fay: for 1 was of opinion, that I could not proftfe 
much by books as by the living, ‘Where it is proper to obferve, 
that he twice mentions the name of John: the former of 
whom he reckons with Peter, James, Matthew, and the reft 


of the apoftles, manifeftly intending the evangelift. Then, 


making a diftinétion in his difcourfe, he places the other John 
with the others who are not of the nuinber: of the apoftlesy 
putting Ariltion before him and-he exprefsly ealls bim 
prefbyter. By which too.is fhewn the truth of their account, 


who have faid, that there were two in Afia of that name; 


and that there were two fepulchres at Ephefus, and that each - 


them is ftill faid to be the fepulchre of Johny 
in the oracles abovementioned: by Eufehiusy, ine 


Papias, 
forms us, 
thew wro 


as alfo do ‘many other ancient writers, that Mats 
his gofpel in the Hebrew tongue, and every one 
it as well as he was able. He informs us alfo, 
was a follower, and an interpreter of Peter, and 
that the gofpel written by him was compofed out of Peter’s 
fermons ; faying, “ Mark wrote exactly what he remem= 

t not in the order in which things were fpokenor 
done by Chrift. For he was neither a hearer, nor a follower 
of the Lord; but, as.I faid, afterwards followed Peter, wha 
made his difcourfes for the profit of thofe that heard him, 


he made his care, to omit nothing which he heard, a to 
fay nothing falfe in what he related.” 
Sept. 1 1800. | MINIMUS, 
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SORRESPONDENCE. 


ss: proper sal our failings, when we can frengthen 
gurfelves by our very infirmities. 


To arrive at any tolerable perfection in preaching Chrift, 


is a work of time, the refult of a careful perufal of the fcrip. 
* tures, and fludying the hearts of men: it calls for, and re~_ 
quires the mortifying of the pride of carnal reafon, a great 
_ eoncern for fouls, and an humble dependance on the fpirit of | 
God, with the lively exercifes of devotion in our clofets, _ 


In doftrinal difcourfes, and in preaching the gofpel, we 
attack the outworks of Satan, the blind, prejudiced 


on! 
: but in preaching practical godlinefs, we 


ANECDOTE 
Of KING HENRY the Second. 
IN the reign of King Henry the Second, the clergy com~_ 


‘mitted feveral rapes, and feveral murders King or~ 


der:d them to be tried and executed. Thomas-a-Beckett, — 
¢hen archbifhop of Canterbury, oppofed the King, pleading 
their exemption from common law. His majefty was highly 
difplesfed, Upon which, Beckett haftens to Taye 
the affair before the Pope. ‘The breach being made up, 
returns ; but he behaved with fuch infolence, 
that the populace dafhed out his brains when. he was in the 
cathedral at Canterbury. ~The king, though innocent of 
his death, fuffers the pope’s wrath, who iflues out a bull, com- 
‘manding a day to be fet apart annually, for the worthip of 


ae. ‘Thomas-a-Beckett, to implore forgivenefs for the heisious | 


acer Not only fo, but he commands the king to be 
ai naked, to walk bare-foot, and to fubmit to be whip- 

divers who gave him feveral lafhes!!!> 
See Bennett’ s Paes 


SENTENCES 


GENESIS, CHAP. IV. 

Parents fhould bring up their children to bufinefs : give 
them a Bible, and a calling, and God be with them. ver. 2. 

That calling and condition in life is beft for US, and ta be 


chofen by us, which is beft for our fouls. bid. 


It is fi that iste and bo, ‘ould have she 
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firft and Per of our time, ftrength, and fervice. ver. m | 
There is not a damned finner in hell, but, if he had done 
well, as he might have done, had been a glorified faints in 
heaven. ver. 
Chriftians are the beft fubjeds. ibid. 
Rath anger is heart murder. ver. 8. 
Every Creature is to us what God makes it; ‘a dlefiing 
or a curfe,a comfort or acrofs. ver. 12. — 
Satan drives his vaflals from prefumption to 
ver. 13, 
Unpardoned guilt fills men with continual terrors. ver. 14. 
‘Thofe that depart from God, cannot find reft any where 
elie. ver. 16, : 
Man baffle their. convidions, by thrufting themfelves 


into a hurry of worldly bufinefs. ver. 17. | 
Thofe who defert God’s church and ordinances, lay them- 
Selves open to all mariner of tem peatione ver. 19. 


| 
CHAP. V. &. | 


Man is not his own maker 5. therefore. he muft not tbe - 


a good man dies God takes him. ver 24 


‘CHAP. VI. 


‘Sin isa: {preading leprofy. ver.2, | 

The bleffed fpirit ftrives with finners by the chnvidtiens 
and and pp of confcience, to turn them from fin to 
ver. 3. 

If the fp irit be refifted, quenched, and firiven againtt, though 
{trive he will not ftrive always. ibid. 

~Thofe are highly favoured whom God favours. ver. 8. 

God looks down upon thofe with an eye of favour, who 
look up to him with an eye of faith. ver.g. — 

None fhall be faved’ by Chrift but thofe that work out 
their falvation ; we cannot do it without God, will 
not doi it without us. Vere 
| | 


Wherever we are, it is very defirable to have the prefence 
ef God with us, ver. 1. 

There is reom enough in Chrift for all comers. ver. 13. 

San@tified afflictions are {piritual promotions. ver, 17. 


Climbing high in an’ puLwary profeffion will nok bring men 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. vil. 


424 


Thofe that God fhall cern be. remembered 


by him. 


ver, ee | 


God has times and places of re for his people a afte their : 


toflings. ver. 4. 
God confults our than our r defn es. 
He begins well that begins with God. 


Serving God with our little, is the to it more, 


ver. 20. ' 


Thofe that have the Lord for their God, fhall Hive | as witch 
of the honour and power of this ees as he {ees good for 


them. vet. 27. 
A family of faints i is more truly honourable than a family : 
It ‘is wifdom to Inve off that, which we fee God fights 
againft. ver. 


reach to Charran, and ye fall fhort of Canaan. 


CHAP. 


' Thofe that are in a finful ftate are concerned to make all 
hafte poflible out of it. ver, 1. 

Thofe who leave their fins and turn to God, will themfelves 
be unfpeakable gainers by the chgnge. ver. 2. 

Thofe that will deal with God muft deal upon truft. ver. 3 

All God’s precepts are attended with prompites to the obe- 
dient. ibid. 
Good men are the bleffings of their country. iid, 

Thofe who ferve and follow God themielves, thould do 
_all they can ‘to bring others to ferve and follow him too, 
ver. 5. 

We fhould reckon ourfelves true gainers if we can but 
win fouls to Chrift. ibid. 


~The children of this world have commonly more of it than 
God's children. ver.6. 


No place or condition of life can fhut us out from oe 
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ation, or get out of the way of it. ver. 20. 


for religious inftruction. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 445 


‘The way of family. worthip is a good old way. ver. 8. 


_ Wherever we go, let us not fail to take our religion along 
‘with us. | 


| | 
Thofz are happy ‘chaftifements that hinder us in a finful” 
Thofe that would prevent fin, muft_ remove the tempt-~ 


6, 1800. 


THE INSTRUCTION OF THE RISING GENERATION ‘IN 
THE PRINCIPLES OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION 


RECOMMENDED, = 
(Continued from page 330.) 


Ir enquiry be made who are to be taught? the anfwer is at. 
‘hand ; certainly all, if poffible, who ftand in need. of in- 


ftruction. _ Man is born like the wild afs’s colt; and what- 


‘ever may be his rank or ftation in fociety, if his parents or 


guardians do not teach him the principlcs of religion, he needs 
the help of others. ‘The labouring part of the comm unity is” 
the moft numerous, and it’s mn tate of the laft importance 
to the well-being of fociety. It muft be mentioned, though 


_ very much to the difhonour of England, that there is not one 


Proteftant country (Ireland cannot be called one) where fo 
many of people can neither read nor write; in which 
there has been fo grofs an ignorance of religion, and fo little 


attention to it’s ordinances. Where. parents are ignorant, | 
they cannot teach thvir children, they muft be ignorant 


too: and thus muft the evil remain from age to age, unlefs 


— fome benevolent man fhall break the fatal chain, ‘and com- 


municate in{ftruction. Here then is one numerous clafs of 
fcholars. Nor is it to be coacealed that the children of many 
of the rich, ftand as much in need of re/zgious inftruction 


as the children of the poor. Afk them, “ Do you under- | 


ftand the character and. perfeGlions. of God; the perfon and 
office of Chriit; the ftate of man by nature, as reprefented in 
the woid of truth; the way of acceptance with God through | 
faith in the righteoufnefs and atonement of the Saviour; the 


niture of regeneration; and the office of the Holy Spirit 


in the work of man’s falvation?” The anfwer of too many 
will demonftrate that they alfo, though fkilled in languages 


and fciences, need to be taught what are the firft principles 
of the oracles of God. Here then.is another clafs of 


; 
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| 
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ON THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 
The next obje& of enquiry will naturally be, «“ What aré 


thefe young perfons to be taught?” It requires little 


genuity to anfwer, “doubtlefs the great and Jeading truths 


of the gofpel, which include the principles both of natural _ 
and revealed religion.” The bare outlines will not fuffice: . 
meagre fkeleton, without blood, and filefh, and mufcles, is 


not a man fit for labour and enjoyment. The inftruCtions | 


| 


fhould enter particulaily into the various branches of 


chriftian do€trine and practice; fo that the perfon may. 
form juft ideas of God and the Redeemer; of what relates 
God; of the duties and privileges of the Chriftian’s life on 


earth; and of the happinefs which awaits him in a future 


_ While thefe truths’ are explained and enforced with the 

utmoft care, it will be well to keep the minds of youth 
from being contracted by the prejudices of a party, or 


_ heated and imbittered by zeal for the peculiarities of a fect. 


If the diftinguifhing modes of this or that denomination be 4 
reprefented as great matters, and mighty ftrefs be laid upon _ 
them, there is no {mall danger that the young people, infteaad 
of becoming liberal and catholic chriftians, will be rendered 
the furious bigots for peculiar modés and forms. What mifs 


_ chief fuch chara&ters have done in the world, hiftory records 
in lines of blood. In it’s loweft effects it produces the four 


churchman and the bitter fe€tary, who regard each other 
‘with contempt or difdain, and fit down through life, narrow- 
minded zealots for their own communion. Inftead of this 


‘Jet them be diligently inftruéted in the pure and peaceful 


principles of chriftianity.’ Let them know well the grand 
fprings and motives of human actions. Let it be imprefled 
on their hearts a thoufand times that the religion of Jefus is | 
Jove; and let them be taught to love all good men, and the 
In what way thefe truths fhould be taught next claims en- _ 
quiry. Perhaps a more beneficial way of conveying divine — 
knowledge to the young and ignorant has not been difcovered, | 
‘than catechifing. In a good catechifm every truth is ex- - 
prefiéd in the moft proper manner; and arich variety of the | 
moft important ideas is. conveyed to the mind. Much, 
indeed, depends on it’s goodnefs. It fhould be pure in 


_ do&trine, and clear as the light; it fhould be full, and the 
anfwers fhould be fhort. All the great principles of the 


gofpel fhould be explained in their nature, place, order, and. 


connection, with all the fimplicity that the {kill of mancan 
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oN THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION: 


poffibl To'retain a defective catechifm, 


-Caufe it is the catechifm of the party, and ‘9 refufe the ufe of 
amore perfect one, becaufe -it is taught a different: de- 


Nomination, is not manifefting the foirtt of Chrift, nor a due. 
regard to edification ; and difcovers a want of. that catholic 


and enlarged temper which is necellary to give full efficacy to 
the 


‘meafure. 
‘wheat was. fold for fix-pence the bufhel; and in the fame 
King’s reign, A. D. 1533, beef and mutton were firft or- | 
‘dered to be fold by weight; beef.at a balf-penny per pound, 
and mutton at three farthing). —In the reign of Queen Mary, 


[To 0 be continued.) 


ANECI OTES ON ‘THE PRICE OF CORN AND OTHER 


the reign. of Fir, A. D. 1282, corn 
was firit ape by weight ; before this time it was fold by 
[n the reign of Henry the Seventh, A. D. 1494, 


A. D.1 a barrel of beer, with the cafk, coft, only fix~ 


and four Joaves of. bread were one. 


| 


hic! 
RELIGIOUS 


O N Wednefday , O&. 9, 1800, was the half-yearly mpst- 
ing of fume Gene at Chefham, Bucks. | Ai 


apg prefent, Dan Taylor, of Mile, End Road, Lon- 


don; Jofeph Hobbs, of Chatham, Kent; John Kingsford 
and Sayer, of Portfea, Hants; Edward oexton, 
Sexton, and Thomas Goughtry, of Chetham, Bucks’ ; Mr. 


Mr. John Kingsford in the 
Mr. Jofep fh H obbs, and Mr. John Shenfton, Scribes, | 


Met for bulinel at feven o’clock in the morning. Mr. 


opened the meeting with’ prayer. 


he minifters, in rotation, gave fome account of the 
of the refpective churches at London, Chatham, 


| 


mouth, and Chelham. 
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the church of the living 
_ truth.”—T he latter fervice began in the evening at a quarter 


at Ticknal 11. gs. 23d.—In all, gl. os. 8d. 


428 RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE: 
2. They ‘propofed fuch cafes of difficulty as refpected 


advice upon them. | | 
_.3- Confidered what we ought further to attempt, for the 
advancement ofour Saviour’s intereft. 
_ At this meeting were two double Lectures. The former 


their different fituations, and circumftances, and requefted 


‘fervice began at half paft ten. - Brother Kingsford opened the 


mecting with prayer. Brother John Shenftone preached the 


 firft difcourfe, from 1 Pet. v. 9. “Cafting all your care 


upon him, for he careth for yeu.” Brother D. Taylor 
preached the fecond difcourfe, from 1 Tim. iii. 14, 15. 


 Thefe things I write unto thee, heping to come unto thee 


fhortly: but if I tarry long, that thou mayeft know how 
thou oughteft to behave ie in the houfe of God; which is _ 
od, the pillar and ground of the 


before fix. Mr. Morris,.of Amerfham, was kind enough to 


, Open the meeting with prayer—The former fermon was de- 

livered by Brother Kingsford, from Solomon’s Song, i. 3. 

_ Thy nameis'as ointment poured forth.” The laft fermon 

- was delivered by Brother Hobbs, from Heb. ix. 27. “It is — 

appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” | 

‘The hymns were read out, through both the fervicés, by 

Brother Sayer. The were full. That in the 
€vening was much crouded ; 


and we truft that fome good was 
done, through the bleffing ef a gracious God; to whom we 
defire to giveall theglory. | 
_ Refolwed, That the next meeting be held at Brother John 

Sheniton’s meeting-houfe, Gravel lane, Southwark, London, 
the fecend Wednefday in April, 1801. That Brother John 


‘Kingsford, of Portfea, and Brother George Compton, of 


Haarfon, Cambridgefhire, preach. In cafe of failure, Bro- 

ther D. Taylor, and Brother E. Sexton.—N. B. Brother - 

Hobbs topreachen the Tuefday evening. 


On Sunday, the 18th of Auguft, Mr. B. Pollard. colleéted 


‘towards the purchafe-money of the. meeting-houfe, lately 


bought at Lowth, in Lincolnfhire; at Melbourn 71. 115. 6d. 
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Jonah’ s Prayer. | My fervent prayer reach'd to 
rone 5 
W Thy holy temple, where thou rei 
HEN awful Jultice ‘left her | | 
heav’nly feat, ~Thefe who to lying vanities attend, | 

To punifh Jonah for his bafe retreat, | Forfake that mercy heav’n.would scien | 

And in the fith’s belly, far frem day, to fend, 


Shut him, who dar’d his God to difobey ; 5 But I, to Thee, will focrifice vibes cts 
_ The prophet Rill would on the Lord | The voice of joy fhall make thy goed ming 


And thus in mournful ftrains enforc'd My vows I’) now with glowing plea 
 hise fure pay, 
| Hear my God, my crying fins 1 And fpread thy. praifes thro’ the realms 
heinous crimes I lay before chy Thou and compafion | 
throne, fhows ; 
But I have mourn’d beneath affiction’ : From T hee, and Thee alone, falvation 
rod, | | 
And cry’d to my Saviour and my | | 
Thy gracious ear receiv'd th’ affliive | 
found ; 5 | 
Thou heard’tt my plaintive voice from | 
hell’s profound. On the Ordination of Deacons. 
| For thou haft caft mae in the foaming | 
Be deep WHAT fight on earth fo fair 
|  Whofe irr} furface howling tempetts As Chrift’s own church appears 
weep | Where love and peace prevail, 
The floods deep billows round me Among it’s worfhipers ; | 
| {pread, And ev *ry one in ordes ftands, | 
And foaming waves roll'd o'er my | Glad to perform his Lord’s 
frighted head ; ; 4 


faid, P'm from thy prefence caft : but *Tis like a well-tun'd harp, 


ftill, Of fweeteft harmony: 
Once more Ill look towards thy holy hill. Play’d by a fkilful hand 
Ev’n tothe foul, the waters clafp’d me To notes of ecilafy : 7 
‘round’; The founding joy,thrillsthro*’exch vein, 
About my head the fea’s greem weeds And angels 7 to hear the a: gr 
were bound. 
| I funk beneath the flood’s. ‘tumaltuous | It’s minitters’ array orate 
And faw th’ eternal bafe.| The tidings which they bring, 
Earth’s pord’rous bars that form the Are meffages of grace, . 
frightful gaol, | To hoftile foes, thro® Jefus’ blood, 
In dread array clos’d my aftonith’d foul. To reconcile them unto 
| Yet ftill, my God, tho’ horror round 
me lav’d, It’s officers. are clad 
Thy power my. life en vile cortuption | With meek humility ; 
fav’d: | Whofe province is tocare 
Tho” death appear’d in _ghaftly For Chrift’s poor family ; 
‘ ek, | May thofe this day we fet apart, 
foul fainted in my frigid breait ; The tafk fulfil with cheerful heart. 
powerful God, I call’d to 
| oO! may the fpirit thed, 
Thy tender love, and pity for ieankind: His influence from above, . 
Nor was the thought, the glorious} On thofe we now ordain, 
thought in vain, ) And thus our choice approve ; 
(Mercy will liften, thould com- Weall will join with one accord 


To ferve each other ia the Loan. 
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In readinefs be always found, | 
“The way lies enchanted ground, 
That you are call’d to go. 


| While én hand, 


‘Continue inftant at the throne, 
_ By prayer let your requeft be known 


You muft encounter and withftand ; 
Nor dare to thun the field : | 
Your Captain calls you to the fight ; 


 *Tis he thall put your foes to flight ; 


Then my friends, to 


Stand not on falthood, nor on 


With truth be girt on every fide ; 
With gofpel peace be fhud 
‘Let righteoufnefs your breaft adorn, 


This holy breaft-piate muft be worn, 


By every child of God. 
Let faith and love your bofoms grace, 


‘This thield old Satan cannot. face ; 


His fiery darts muft fall.. 


Hope thall iffpire you with renown, 
‘This helmet fhall precede a crown, 


That pequite for alk. 


Be verfed well in Baty writ : 
Your foes have much fatanic wit, 


With them you muft conteft : 


‘With two edg’d fword and fkilful hand, 
Muft bid them all at diftance ftand, 


Or you will be reprefs’d. 


To your indulgent God. 


‘Your every grievance he’l! redrefs, 
_ Your every want fupply, and blefs 


Your foul with grace and love. 


Take every Virtue, every. grace, 
Leave no unguarded open place, 


But fortify the whole : 


| Be earneft in noble ftrife,. 
you fhall win eternal life, 


And fave yeur precious foul. 
Thus arm’d with breaft-plate, 


and fword, 


Aad faithful to ‘the facred word, 


My friends be valiant ail. | 
Should you recant, and courage lack, 
You have no armour for the back, 


you fall 


‘SACRED PORTRY. 
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Ca your leader, and your way, 
Ephe. vi. 1 ‘; Will with a watchful eye furvey, 
| pa | And you fhail never tire. | 
YE foldiers of the Lord mot High, Yonder, by-taith, behold him ftand, 
'Gird on your noble panoply, ) A crown of glory in his hand, 
Prepare to meet your foe: With courage to 


He that thal overcome (he cries) 
} *€ Ill makea pillar in the fkies ;” 
‘¢ The manfions of the bleft | 
‘¢ Within the temple of my God, 
| Endlefs thall be his bleft abode 
Eternal is his reft. 


{I of immortal 
| Th’ eternal God and Jefus’ name 
~ He thall for ever bear. 


There on a throne raife bim high 3 
Immortal blifs and endlefs j JOY. 
fhall for ever fhare, 


TJ. 


1 On Divine Love. 
COULD we with ink the ocean fill, 


made; 
| Was every fingle ftick aquill, — 
| And every man a fcribe by rade; : 


To write the love, 


God above, 
| Would drain the ocean dry ; 


Nor could the fcroll, 


Contain the whole, | 
| Though ftretch’d from sky to sky. 


TA PH, 


| ‘By Mr. Robinfon, of Cambridge, | 


oes infidelity turn pale and die, 


he. 
Say—are they loft or fav'd — 


they’ re here; 


can’t appear; | 
~Reafon oh how deprav’d! 


untied ; 


~ 


for Jefus died, 


this ftone infants afhes 


} If death’s by fin, they finn’d becaufe 
heav’n’s by works, in heav’n they 


} Reverethe Bible’s facred page, theknot’s 
hey died for Adam finn’d, they live 


Was the whole earth of ome 


be 
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A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE CHARACTER OF THE REV. 


_ GEORGE TROSSE, OF EXETER. EXTRACTED FROM HIs 


LIFE, WRITTEN BY MR. ISAAC GILLING. 


Me. e Trofle was born in Exeter, Oaober a0, 


1631, and. died Jan. 11, 1713, in the eighty-fecond year of 
his age. 

ba Ee was aman of ftrict morals, and fevere honefty ; juft 
-inrendering to all their due, faithful in difcharging his truft, 
and pun@ual in fulfilling his promife. With what warmth 
and carneftnefs would he plead fer what appeared to him equal 
“and reafonable! Juitice was a virtue, for which he had fo 
great an affection, as fometimes to break out into a thort 
paffion in her quarrel, 

“ His friemdihip was fincere, and his love without difiatn-. 
lation. He did not walk in " crafinels, but acted with fuch 
fimplicity, and godly fincerity, that they'who differed from 
him in opinion, and from that difference were not apt to 
think or fpeak too favourably of fuch as “he, gave him the 
character of an honeft man. He fhewed a moit ingenuous 
Be ine very fenfible of any kindnefs done him, and won- 
_ derfully graieful to his benefactors. He lived, not only free 
from grofs mifcarriages, but did fhine as a light i in the world 
in all the parts of his converfation. 


“ [n company he was chearful and pleafant, anil withal 


‘Stave and {crious. He abftained from indecent levities, | 
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_ fearec ever fellinto profufe laughter, and was careful to give 
~ no offence in any thing, that the miniftry might not be 
_ blamed. , He took opportunities to begin and promote profi- | 
_ table difcourfe, and when he had a profpe@ of doing good, 
_ would be fure to drop fomething that was ferious. No cor= 
_ fupt Communication proceeded out of his mouth, and where 
_ that which was good and edifying was not entertained, he 
ee uneafy, ,and fometimes departed fooner than he intended ; 
for he thought that time loft which was fpent in nothing but | 
_ idle chat; yet he fhewed great prudence, that he might not 
_ expofe religion, or himfelf by difcourfing about holy things 
_ “ Hedifcovered a publick fpirit, cried mightily unto God 
for the remnant of the proteftants abroad that are left, and 
preferred the profperity of the church above his chief joy. 
_ He fhewed a pious zeal for the national church in the day of 
her diftrefs. “Though he conld not fubmit to all her impofi- | ee 
tions, yet-he frequented her public worfhip. And his fuffer- 
Ings for nonconformity did not abate his hearty concern for 
her welfare. When great endeavours were ufed to fubvert 
and extirpate the proteitant religion, and the laws and liber- 
ties of the nation; when he faw a roman catholic high 
- fheriff of the county of Devon, and a mafs-houfe opened in — 
_his native city, inorder to feduce the ignorant and unftable, ra 
he fet himfelf to confute the errors of the church of Rome, 
and endeavoured to eftablifh people in the truth, and to © 
prepare them for a day of trial. He had feen fomething of the 
Ignorance and bigotry of the papifts in France, and more in © 
Portugal, and dreaded the thoughts of the return of popery 
into England. He neither preached in church-time during 
_. king James’s liberty, left it fhould be conftrued as if he had 
favoured that difpenfing power, on which his declaration was >| ot 
founded ; nor would he join in any addrefs of thanks for it, Ad 
that he might not feem acceflary to the defigns of fucha 
_ ‘were patrons of popery, or arbitrary government. | 
. © Among thofe other graces which were vifible in his 
converfation, his charity was very remarkable. This is the - 
| fum and fubftance, the fcope and end of Chriit’s royal 
| _ Jaw, the chief of the theological virtues, the prime fruit of 
| the fpirit, and a facrifice pleafing to God; and herein he had 
| equals. He a man of anexcellent fpirit, his mind 
was filled with noble and generous defigns, and he abhorred - 
all that was fordid and fclffh. He took as much delight in 
_ difperfing and giving to the poor, as others do inheaping up 
siches. He had a larze heart, full of tender compafiion i. 
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the poor and diftrefled, and kept one pecket always furnifhed 
With money on purpofe to relieve them. He devifed liberal 
things, and would fay, § That. only is laid up which is laid 
Out incharitable deeds.’ © He went up and down doing good, - 
Vifiting the fatherlefs and widows in their afflictions. He 
diftributed to the neceility of faints. The blefling of him 
that was ready to perith came upon him, and he caufed the. 
widow’s heart to fing for joy. He was eyes to the blind, 
and feet was he to the lame. He fed the hungry, cloathed the. 
naked, vifited and comforted the poor in their ficknefles and 
_- So various were the objeéts, fo frequent the acts of his 
bounty, that it is no eafy matter to enumerate them: I fhall. 
mention fome particulars which are worthy of imitation. His 
Charity was large and extenfive, neither ftinted as to the 
meafures and proportions, nor confined as to the objects of it. 
He abounded in this grace, being willing togive to his 
power, yea, and beyond his power. He laid afide the tenth 
part.of what he received for preaching, and of all gifts and le- 
- gacies, asa fund for charitable ufes, which he would never 
alienate any part of ; to which he added much more, as there 
was occafion, giving away-at leaft feventy pounds a year, 
He was not ftrait-handed in his alms, nor could he fatisfy 
himfelf to give by pitiful, feantings and dribblets; buthe 
fowed plentifully. He gave forty pounds to the workhoufe. 
In the year 1709, when corn and coals wee deer, he gave ten 
pounds to Mr. Edward Collins (then Mayor of Exon) by 


_— him to be diftributed among the poor. He was frugal and 


{paring towards himfelf, that he might be rich in good works, 
and might liberally fupply fuch as werein great want. 

“ Befides what he gave, as occaflion offered, many had a 
fhare in his ftated cenftant charity. He contributed yearly 
to the fupport and maintenance of poor miniiters in his life, 
and left feveral legacies to fuch at his death. The French 
refugees, thofe noble confeffors, who were driven over hither 
by the revocation of the edict of Nants, and the bloody perfe- 
cution which enfued thereon, had large fupplies from his 
bounty; to one French minifter he gave five pounds per 
annum. He wasa great encourager, and a confiderable be- 
nefaétor to many hopeful young men who were defigned for 
the miniftry. He took careof the education of one, procured. 
him a handfome allowance, and left him half his ftudy (ex- 
cept Englifh books) at his death. To another he contri 
buted for feveral years, while he was at a grammar {chool, 
and when he entered upon academical ftudies, doubled his 
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_ contribution. He gave largely towards the keeping poor 
children at fchool; relieved many prifoners for debt, and 
- gave no fmall fums to feveral of them, in order to obtajn . 

their liberty, and to others to prevent their being caft into 

prifon. He paid a great deal for phyfic for fome who could | 

not well do it themfelves. He had a particular regard to 

fuch as once lived well, who, by-calamiteus providences, 
were brought into ftraits. He fhewed great kindnefs to 
_ ‘widows and fatherlefs children, efpecially to the widows, and 

pofterity of pious minifters. He readily gave forty fhillings 
towards the putting one fuch orphan to a trade. His heart 
_ and hand were open to peer houfe-keepers, who laboured 
hard, and had a great charge of children. | ? 
_ © His charity was not confined to a party; nor did he con- 
 fider men’s opinions, but their wants and neceffities.. He 
- ‘would not turn away his face from any in diftrefs; whatever : 
their perfuafions were. He had a hearty love forall who were 

found in the fundamentals of the chriitian religion, and led 

their lives conformably to it’s rules, though they differed 
from him in leffer matters. He did many aéts of. kindnefs for, 
and was very ferviceable to many of the church party ;. 

among -whom, not a few of the gentry thankfully acknow- 

ledged the beneht and comfort they received by his prayers 
and counfels, when they were vifited with ficknefs, or lay 
under fpiritual trouble, and had great refpect for him as long: 
as theylived. He hath lent fcores of pounds gratis to fome of 
 theclergy, when in ftraits, and been very free in his gifts to | 

others. He gave liberally toone clergyman to free him out ef 
_ prifon, and readily lent fome pounds to another, to prevent 
his being fent thither ; carrying the money to him over Ex- 
bridge, gwhen he lay under arreft. He gave ten fhillings to | 
another to help buy Fim a gown and caflock. He did not 
enquire what particular periuafions they were of, on whom he j 
beftowed his bounty; but whether they were diftreffed, 
fober, and virtuous. When he was told that one whom he had 
_ Jiberally relieved was no diflenter, he replied, ¢ T hat’s nomaiter, 
provided he was a fit objeét of charity.” An eminent merchant, 
and alderman of Exeter, who was fober, {kilful and induftri- 
ous, was fallen into decay by many lofles during the wars: | 
he being about to fend his fon beyond the feas, this goodman | 
.  furnifhed him witha confiderable fum to defray the charge of 
| his paflage, and afterward gave him mire to put him into a 

habit fit for the bufinefs in which he was to engage. The 
alderman and his fon were both of the eftablifhed church, and 
no. way related to this their benefactor. His ns 
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‘and other hardthips received from his fellow citizens, did not 


hinder him from giving a valuable legacy to the chamber of 
Exeter. 


His charity was fincere and difinterefted. Some felfith 


- people give a little, hoping to recéive much, and fo their love 


degenerates into trafic and merchandize 5 but he gave, looke 
ing for nothing again. Many are very officious abeut fick 
perfons, and feem to fympathize with them in their pains and 
forrows, when their defign is to get a good legacy; whereas 
they would be thought mourning doves, they more refemble 
greedy vultures, who are drawn by the fcent of a fat carcafe, 
en which they hope to feed: But he refuled money when 
offered by the rich, whom he vifited in ficknefs or trouble, 
and commonly beftowed temporal and {piritual relief together 
on the poor; being never backward to offices of kindnefs to- 
wards the meaneft who defired his affiftance, either for foul — 
or body. he 


“ His heart was fet upon doing good: This made him 


wait for, and rejoice in opportunities of being ufeful and bene- 
ficent. He was ready to diftribute, willing to communicate, 


and took care of his flock, not by conftraint, but willingly; 
not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind. Neither the 
length of the way, the feverity of the weather, nor his owa 
weaknefs, or the danger of infection hindered him from 
vifiting fick or dying perfons, when he was defired. Many 
in{tances of this might be given, I will mention a few. ' 
Some years ago there happened a contagious fever at the 


very fick fent for him ona public faft. When he had ended 
his work in the aflembly, as he was going to vifit this poor 
man he found himfelf faint, his {pirits being exhaufted with 
labour and abftinence ;' for he had eaten nothing all the day 
till that time, which was.four of the clock: This ebliged him 
to eat a morfel or two of dry bread ata friend’s houfe without 
South-gate ; after which he went to the Work-houfe among 
the infe&ted people. He had fuch love to fouls, that he 
never refufed to vifit fick pe:fons in the moft infectious dif. 
tempers. He was fent for by a poor man wholay very ill in 
a {potted fever; the apothecary advifed him not to kneel, or. 


ftand near the fick man, becaufe of the malignity of the 


difeafe: But his firits being funk, and his voice lew, Mr, 
Trofle laid his ear clofe to the mouth of this dying man. He 
did not count his labour, his purfe, hishealth dear untohim, _ 
when he was in the way of his duty. 
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“He did not give grudgingly, or of neceffity, but loved a 
—— and fhewed it with chearfulnefs. When a proper 
object was recommended, there needed not many words ; for 


_ he did good offices unfought, and often beftowed his alms un-_ 


afked.’ One time as he pafled by the alms-houfes: near Ner- 
thern-Hay, he gave fomething to the poor people, and faid 
to thofe who were with him, ‘” Tis a mercy we have objects 


of charity, wherein we may fhew our love to Jefus Chrift.’ 


He neither held the diftrefied in fufpenfe by ncedlcfs delays, 
nor mocked them with feigned pretences, but gave willingly 


_ and fpeedily, knowing that he gives twice who gives quickiy. 


~ He fhewed prudence, both as to the objects and meafures. 


of his charity, giving moft largely to fuch as had greateft 


need, and were moft deferving. ‘The worft, who were re~ 
duced to great extremity received fome fuccour from him. © 
Even common beggars, though he did not ordinarily give to 


them inthe ftreet, if they followed him to his door, he would 
give them fomething; but for good men, who are the excel- 
Tent of the earth, he had a high efteem, and towards them his 


a flowed. To one he gave four pounds per annum, to 


 fome forty fhillings, to fome twenty, to others ten; and he 
| ‘was fo punétual in his payments, that there was no need to 


put him in mind of his promifes, or of the time of performing 


them. He alfo fhewed mercy in lending to fuch as were in 
_ low circumftances, that he might put them into a capacity to — 


maintain their families by their own induftry. To fome he 
Jent upon low intereft, at four per cent. to others freely, with- 


out any. 


“ When he gave alms he did not found a trumpet before 
him, but managed his charity with deep fecrecy. Several in 


_ ftances have appeared fince his death, which were conceale: | 
‘before; asthe ten pounds to alderman Collins, fome bonds. 


and a note for five and twenty pounds lent to poor men, | 


with orders to his’ executrix to take no interelt to the time of 


his deceafe. When the days of payment came, he frequently 
carried his contributions himfelf, and he would go inte the 


 houfes of the poor, as if it were by ftealth, and give them 


both money and good advice. He was not meved by a prin- 
ciple of vain glory, and therefore was neither his own herald 
to proclaim his good deeds, nor did he delight to hear others 


~ Andashe was full of mercy, and alms-deeds himfelf, fo 
he provoked others unto love, and to good works. When 
any motion was made for a collection, whether for the public 
good, or for private perfons, he would animate fuch as ane 
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pofed it, and by his own example draw out others charity: 
This made thofe who were employed in collecting in the city, 
commonly go firft to him, who, for the mot part fet fuch a 
pattern as few did care to follow, often giving four times as 
much as fome who had four times his eftate. He fometimes 
made ufe of his own generofity, as a motive to the rich to 
excite their bounty to the poor. He would never a 
money from rich or poor (as I have been informed) for 
vaptizing children: If any were urgent with him, hetook 
_ -what they offered, but told them he would give it to the poor, 
which he would be fure to do. Having baptized, and 
preached a funeral fermon for a child of one of his: hearers, 
the parent importuned him to accept of a guinea, which he 
abfolutely refufed, but faid, * When an object of charity 
_prefents, perhaps [ may come to you forit.? He alfo-re- 
commended this duty to his hearers from the pulpit, and - 
encouraged them to the practice of it. This grace (faid he) 
makes us like God himfelf. There can be no greater glory 
than to imitate the unapproachable glory of the Deity. God 
is liberality, bounty, munificence towards all: And the more 
liberal, bountiful and free any are, {till the more like they are 
to God. The exercife of this grace is attended with delights 
It rejoices the heart of a faint when he reflects on his bounty — 
and liberality. He blefles God more when he has given him 
alarge heart, than if he had all the treafures of the world 
committed to him. ‘Lhe moft, and greateit promifes of tem= 
poral things are made to this grace, and {piritual and eternal 
bleflings are aflured to it. ‘They who lay out their eftates 
and treafures on earth in charitable and pious a@tions; boun-- 
tifully and freely, lay them up in heaven, where thew are 
-everlaftingly fecured. By a pious and charitable diftribution © 
of riches, which we can well fpare from ourfelves and 
. families; we lay up a good foundation for the time to come, 


that with a great deal of confidence, when we come todie, we 
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may lay hold on eternal life.’ | 


“tle kept a conftant watch over his heart arfd ways, 
guarding ayain{t the particular temptations with which he 
was ailaulted. He fhewed great tendernefs towards others, 
being ready to excufe them, and make favourable allowances 
to'them; but he was {trict in examining, and fevere in — 
judging himfelf. His humility, and holy fear and jealoufy 
over his own heart, made bim live in a conftant dependanee 
upon the ailittance of the holy fpirit. He was univerfall 
confcientious ; his thoughts, his words, his aétions were th 
under the command of*religious principles. He walked with — 
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God in the whole courfe of his life, and had refpe& to all his 


commandments. His converfation was fo exemplary, that 
1 dare appeal to all that knew him inthe words of the apoftle, 
© Yeare witnefles—how holily, and juftly, and unblameably 
he behaved himfelf among you that believe.’ 
| & He filled up his particular relations with duty. He was 
very refpectful and obedient to his mother. After his repen-— 
tance and recovery from his diftra€tion, he wrote thus to her: 
©] refolve not quite to  fhake off all filial duty, becaute 
hitherto I have been undutiful ; but to fubmit mylelf to your 
difpofal, here, and wherever elfe I fhall be upon earth: 
Knowing obedience to parents is the firft commandment with 
- promife; for the breach of which chiefly, I think thefe — 
_ affli€tions have befallen me, next to the forgetfulnefs of my 
_ Maker.—I am afhamed to think of returning to you, when [ 
confider the tears, and, as I fear, the drops of blood which 
amy relapfes have drawn from your eyes and heart.” Ina 
Jetter. from Oxford, he thus declares his refolution: ‘ The 
yemembrance of my former ftubbornnefs and rebellion fhall 
be a heightening ef your love toward me, and, I hope, a 
humbling of myfelf before God in earneft petitions, that none 
of thofe judgments my fins have deferved may ever come upon 
our family, or any perfon thereof; and it fhall be a fpur to 
Te amy future obedience, that as heretofore [ haveled the vanof 
undutiful children,—new I may be ambitious to be in the | 
front of fuch as are dutiful.” Other letters difcover how | 
wearneftly he defired her welfare and happinefs. In one he 
writes, ‘ I rejoice to hear of your welfare, which, next to | 
amy peace with God, and the profperity and imcreafe of the 
people of God, isthe thing Idefire.” In another, ‘ Next my 
own foul’s falvation, I have no one thing nearer to my heart 
than yours.’ Before he was married, he would fay, ‘ I have 
nothing to do in the world but to ferve God, and pleafe my 
mother.’ And in another of his letters, he profeffes, ‘ As 
Jong as my intereft at the throne of grace continues, you 
fhali have my prayers, and as long as I have aheart, my love © 
and obfervance ; and as long as life and ftrength, my duty 
“ When he had a family he walked within his houfe with a 
ect heart, and was an example of ftrict and ferious god- 
inefs. A.-D. 1680, he married Sufanna, the daughter of 
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Mr. Richard White, a noted merchant in Exeter, of whom 
he himfelf fays, that ‘She was pious and religious, prudent 
and frugal, fober and temperate, fedate and compofed, 
feldom or never moved with paffionx—a very 
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was not finful.”” 


fingular a proof of their Aion. 
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advantageous yoke-fellow.” He was an affectionate hufband to 
mot compaffi nately tender of her in afflictions; he 
Lee by his will, and left her a comfortable 
maintenance. He paid great refpect to her parents, and was » 
kind and obliging to her brothers and fifters. He once took 
a journey of near fourfcore miles, on purpofe to vifitand 
Comfort one of her filters, when fhe laboured under fpiritual 
To his fervants' he was a kind and gentle mafter, being 
careful of them in health and ficknefs, inftructing them in, 
and exhorting them to, their duty, and calling upon them to 
redeem time fecret prayer. His meek and quiet fpirit 
made him eafy with his domeftics ; he neither {pake roughly 
to them for trivial matters, nor did he aggravate fuch faults 
as were Committed through forgetfulnefs, but rather excufed 


BISHOP BURNET’S LIVES AND SUFFERINGS OF 
THE ENGLISH MARTYRS. 


THE LIFE OF THE MOST REV. FATHER IN GOD, THOMAS 


CRANMER, LORD ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY. 


Tuis great prelate was the fon of Thomas Cranmer, Efq" 
-a gentleman of an ancient and wealthy family, that came in 


with the Conqueror; and was born at Aflacton, in Notting- : 


hamfhire, July 2, 1498. His father died while he was very 


young: And his mother, when he was fourteen years old, 
fent hin to Cambridge. He was elected fellow of Jefus 
College; where he was fo well beloved, that when his fellow- 
fhip was vacant by marriage, yet his wife dying abouta 
year after, the matter and fellows chofe him again. This 
favour he fo gratefully acknowledged, that when he was no- 
minated to a fellowfhip in cardinal Welfey’s new foundation 
at Oxon, though the falary was much more confiderable, 
and the way to preferment more ready, by the favour of the 
cardinal, he neverthelefs declined it, aid chofe rather to con- 
tinue with his old fellow collegians, who had given him fo 

In the year 1532, he commenced do¢tor in divinity, being 
then in the thirty-tourth year of his age, and being in great — 
efteem for theoloyical learning, he was chofen reader of the 
divinity lecture in his own college, and appointed by the 
Vou. Ili. 3 R Univeruty 
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Univerfity to be one of the examiners of thofe who took their + 
degrees in divinity. Thefe candidates he ¢xamined chiefly 
out of the fcriptures; and finding many of them grofly 
ignorant thereof, having thrown away their time on the dark © 
perplexitics, and ufelefs queftions, of the {choolmen, he re- 
yected them as infufficient ; advifing them to apply themfelves 
clofely to the ftudy of the holy {criptures, before they came for 
their degrees; it being fhameful for a profeflor of divinity ta | 
be unfkilled in that book, wherein the knowledge of God, 
and the grounds of divinity lay. And though fome hated _ 
him for this, yet the more ingenuous publicly returned him 
thanks, for having been the means of their great improve. 
ment in the found knowledge of religion. 
During his refidence at Cambridge, the queftion arofe 
concerning king Henry’s divorce, and the plague breaking 
out in the Univerfity about that time, he retired to Waltham- 
Abbey: Where cafually meeting with Gardiner and Fox, the 
one the king’s fecretary, the other his almoner, and dif 
courfing with them. about the divorce; he greatly com- 
mended the expedient fuggefted to the king by cardinal — 
Wolfey, of confulting the divines of our own and the foreign 
- Univeriities; which he thought would bring the matter toa 
hort iffue, and be the fafeft and fureft method of giving the 
king’s troubled confcience a well-grounded {fatisfaction. 
‘This converfation Fox and Gardener related to the king ; 
who immediately fent for him te court, and admiring his © 
| gravity, modefty and learning, refolved to cherifh and 
| promote him. Accordingly he made him his chaplain, and | | 
| him a good benefice: He was alfo nominated by him to’ 
| be arch-deacon of’ Taunton. At the king’s command he > 
e drew up his own judgment of the cafe in writing; and fo 
| tolidiy defended it in the public fchool at Cambridge, that he 
y brought over diverfe of the contrary part to his opinion; 
| particularly five of thofe fix doctors, who had befote given in| 
their judgment to the king, for the lawfuinefs of the pope's 
difpenfation with marrying-the brother’s wife. 
_. dma matter of fo great importance, it may not be improper | a 
_ to give an abftract of thofe arguments, to which they, who - 
with Dr. Cranmer favoured the divorce, grounded their 
judgment, Thefe were taken partly from {cripture; from 
fathers, councils, and fchoolmen. 
From fcripture they argued, “ That the prohibited degrees 
in Leviticus were not only obligatory to the Jewifh nation, 
but moral precepts and the primitive law of marriage; as 
appeared from tac judgments denounced againit the Cana-— 
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anites for the violation of them, and their being faid to have 
polluted the land thereby ; which cannot be accounted for, if 
thefe were only pofitive Jewifh conftitutions: That amon 
thofe prohibited degrees, the marriage with the brother’s wife’ 
was one, Lev. xviii. 16. and xx. 21. And that the breach 
of thefe precepts was called an unclean thing, wickednefs and _ 
an abomination: That the difpenfation in Deuteronomy of 
- Marrying- with the brother’s wife, only fhewed, that the 
Seondenan of the law was not in it’s own nature immutable, 
but might be difpenfed with by immediate divine revelation ; 
but that it did not follow, that the pope by his ordinary au- 
thority could difpenfe with it: And to pretend the fenfe of the 
_ precept to be only a prohibition of having the father’s wife in 
his life-time, was a poor low cavil, it being univerfally un- 
sha to have any man’s wife whatever, while he was yet 
ving. | 
The conftant tradition of the church was clear againft the 
lawfulnefs of the marriage. Origen on Lev. xx. St. Chrye 
—foftom on Matt. xxii. and St. Bafil in his Epiitle to Diodo- 
rus, exprefsly affert thefe precepts to be obligatory under the 
gofpel ; and in the Latin church, St. Ambrofe, Jerome and 
| Auftin were of the fame opinion. And Tertullian, who 
' lived within an age ‘after the apoftles, im his fourth book 
againft Marcion, affirms, that the law of not marrying the 
brother’s wife does ftill oblige chriftians. Pope Grezory the 
Great, had given the fame determination, in anfwer to Auftin 
the firft archbifhop of Canterbury; and directed him to advife 
all, who had married their brother’s wife, to look on their 
marriage as a moft grievous fin, and to feparate from her 
fociety. Other popes had declared themfelves of the fame 
judgment ; and particularly Innocent the Third had wrote 
with great vehemence againft fuch marriages, 
To thefe were added many teftimonies from the writers of 
late ages, and the {choolmen and canoniits; but the judgment 
of the pureft antiquity being fo full and exprefs, I thal] pafs 
_ them over, as lefs material; only obferving, that on the 
contrary fide none could be produced, before Wickliffe and 
ae *Cajetan, who looked on thefe prohibitions as only branches - 
of the judicial law of the Jews. | : 


© The fecond canon of the Council of Neo-cefarea de- 
crees, that if a woman were married to two brothers, fhe’ 
fhould be excommunicated till death; and that the man who 
married his brother’s wife fhould be anathematized: Which 
was confirmed in @ council held by Pope Gregory the Second, 
The fafty-firft canon of the Council at Agde reekons the 
| 2R2 Marriage 
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marriage with his brother's wife among inceftuous marriages, 


| and decre s, that all fuch marriages are null, and the parties | 
fo contracting to be excommunicated till they feparate from 
eae, ‘other. And the contrary doétrine and error of | 


Wickliffe had been condemned, not only in Convocation at 
~ London and Oxon, but in the general Council of Con- 


|. | | 


Aad becaufe fome endeavours were ufed to evade all this by 


a a pretence, that the marriage with prince Arthur was never _ 
eonfummated; it was farther alledged, “ That confumma-_ 


tion was not neccflary to make a marriage compleat, as 


might beinferred fro.n Deut. xxiii. 24. whe.e a woman, who 


was only efpoufed to a man, if fhe admitted another to her 


bed, is commanded to be ftoned as an adulterefs ; and the man 


is faid to have humbled his neighbour’s wife : And though 

i ork had never confummated the marriage with the Blefled 
irgin, yet it appe-rs from Matt 1. Ig. that he could not 

put her away, without a folemn bill of divorce.” 


But in this cafe, there was not the leaft ground to imagine, — 


that the marriage had not been confecrated. The marriage. 


bed was folemnly blefied when they were put into it; they 


were feen publicly i bed together for feveral days after. The 
Spanifh ambaflador had, by his mafter’s orders, taken proofs 
of the confummation of the marriage, and fent them into 
Sp-in: And the young prince, who was then fixteen, had by 
many expreffions given his f rvants caufe to believe, that it 
was coniummated the firft night. Nay it was thought, that 
his too early marriage haftened his dents, he levis 

 ftrong, vigorous and healthy before it; but afterwards dee 
- ¢lining apace, which was attributed to his being too uxorious. 


After his death his brother was not created prince of : 


Wales till ten months were elapfed, that they might be certain 
that the princefs was not with child, before they conferred 


that honour upon him. She herfelf never faid any thing to 


the contrary ; and in the petition offered to the pope in her 
name, as repeated in his bull, it is faid, that the marriage was 
perhaps confummated: ‘Nay farther, in the pope's brief, it is 
plainly confefled, that the marriage was confecrated by carnal 
copulation. 
Inthe year 1530, Dr. Cranmer was fent by the king te 
difpute on this fubjcct at Paris, Rome, and in other foreign 


parts. At Rome he delivered his book to the pope, and 


offered to juftify it in a public difputation: But after fundry 
_ promifes and appointments, none appeardd to oppofe him 
_ publicly;.and in more private conferences he forced them to 
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eonfefs, that the marriage was contrary to the law of God. 
pope conftituted him poenitentiary general of England, 
and dif{mifled him. In Ger..any he gave full fatisfaétion fo 
many learned men, who were before of a contrary perfuation 5 
and prevailed: on tie famous Ofiander, to declare the king’s 
- marriage, in his treatife of inceliuous marfiages, and to 
‘draw up a form of direétion how the king’s procefs fhould be 
managed; which was fent over to England. | Before he lefe 
Germany, he was married to Ofiander’s miece; whom, when 
he returned from his embafly, he dij not take over with him, 
but fent for her privatelyin 1534. 
(To continued. ) 
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For the General Baptift Magazine. 
FUNERAL SERMON FOR MR, C. NORTON. ~ 
ora (Continued from p. 415.) 


| 


Secondly, 1 HIS leads me to the fecond thing propofed: 
Which is, to enforce the exhortation by a contideration of 
fome of the bleffings which are promifed. ‘ That ye be not 
flothful; but followers of them, who through faith and pa. 
ience inherit the promifes.”” Promifes; promifes of God, 
xe precious things How dear to the true believer! What 
geat things have been donc in days of old, through a regard 
tahe promifes! And why not now? For God and the pro- 
mes are the fame as ever, What bleffings are promifed te 
the faithful people of God? I. Reft. ‘They inherit reft. 
Saced, holy and everlafting reft. 
I They reit from their labours. They no longer work 
and »i1 for a morfel of bread, as they many of them did in 
this por:‘world. They are now releafed from all their 
burdes ; they are now at eafe, at reft from all their fufferings; 
they ¢loy a perfect tranquillity in a paradife of blifs. 

Hov agreeable to a weary traveller, after a long and 
fatiguit journey, to arrive at home and to reft in his own 
houle, song his own friends, ‘confcious that now his ha- 
zardousy:xpenfive, and tedious travels are finifhed! How 
pleafing \the poor captivated flave, to be at liberty from his 
tyrannicahafter, and releafed from all the terrors of flavery, 
and to enj, peace, where the wicked ceafe from troubling, 
and wherehe weary are at reft! With what pleafure the 
foldier 
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foldier returns. from the field, after a long campaign of 
‘hard fighting with a powerful enemy; efpecially when the 


war is concluded, the enemy defeated and the victory won! | 


He retires to his tent, puts off his armour, and pafles the 
night in peaceable flumbers, and refts in fecurity from the 
alarms of war, and the fatigues of fighting. __ SiS am 


| 


Thus the.chriitian pilgrim, the ranfomed captive, the : 


foldier of Jefus, reits from his travels, his labours, his fightings, 
and enjoys a perfeét, a glorious, an eternal reft to his weary 
foul, from the fear of future moleftation. | 


2. They reft from the luftings of the flefh, and are no 


longer tempted by carnal appetites, and ungovernable 


paflions ; thofe powerful enemies to their peace while on 


earth. They have now no felf to deny, no crofs to take up, 


no burden to bear, no temptation to wreftle with, or to 


endure. 


_- No tree there forbidden, no motion within ; 
No fatan, noferpent, to tempt them to fin. 
The feed of the woman has thefe difpoffefs’d, 
And banifh’d them far from the regions of ref. ® 


aes They reft from pain and ficknefs, and infirmities of 


every kind. There are no crofles, no afflictive providence; 
there. All things are become new. “ They hunger no mors 
nor do they thirftany more.” . They are no longer mockd 
for their piety, nor defpifed for their punctilious attention 0 
_ the inftitutes of Jefus. They are no longer perfecuted>y 

enemies, nor betrayed by friends, nor blackened by the tonue 

II. They are not only at reft from iabouring, finning,and 


fuffering ; but they are brought to enjoy perfect hapmnefs 


and glory. ae 
1. They who are perfected in blifs, and enjoy th pro- 
mifes in all their extent, have a body fuited tc that 
glorious ftate. A body “ fafhioned like unto Chrift glo- 
plous body.” They are nolonger fubject to the accidets and 
injuries of this life, nor to the decays of nature; bu are as 
immortal as their king and their country, as fpirituaas their 
-exercifes and company ; fuited for the enjoyments anemploy- 
ments of that everlafting ftate. 
O! what ravifhing ideas are included in th glorious 
confideration! “There is no night,” no darbefs there. 


Their 
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Their eyes behold the King in his beauty! What tranfpore 
to our dear decéafed brother, to have his poor dark eyes 
opened after fo long being clofed ! Opened to behold Jefus his 
_ Redeemer! To fee Jefus as he is; never to be clouded, 
obfcured again, forever! No need there of the fun, or the 
moon, much lefs of a candle; for God and Chrift are the 


everlafting light of that glorious and eternal world. How 


mutt he feel what the poet tings, 


| | | 
Sweet Jefus, ev’ry fmile of thine, — au 
Shall frefh endearments bring, 
And thoufand taftes of new deiight, 
F rem all thy graces fpring. Watrs. 


2. They don’t only fee Jefus as he is, and enjoy him in ait | 


his fulnefs ; but they fit down in a world, and on a throne of 
glory, with Abraham, Ifaac, Jacob, and all the prophets, 


O ! what happinefs to come to, and enjoy Mount Sion, “the - 


city of the living God; the heavenly Jerufalem, and an in- 
numerable company of angels. To the general aflembly and 
church of the firft born.. To God the judge of all, and to the 
fpirits of juft men made perfect: as well as to Jefus, the 


‘mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of {prinkling | 


which fpeaketh better things than that of Abel.” 


May we not add, minifters these’ will behold their people, 


and people their-minifters ; parents their children, and, chi. 
dren their parents; hufbands their wives,°and wives thei¢ 
hufbands: and enjoy one another in the pureft and the fweet. 
eft fociety, without thofe fears and weaknefies ard jealoufies. 
which often weaken our fellowfhip in this poor woild ? 
What unknown delights will rife in our hearts, when we 
fee as we are feen and’ know as we are known. What a 


{timulus to be watchful, to be * followers of thofe, who 


through faih and patience inherit the promifes.”! 
expect fuch bleflings as thefe; if fuch enjoyments a 
mifed to the people of God; what encouragement to perfevere: 
amidit all the difficultics wnich we meet-with here! Thefe 
“Jicht affictions which are but for a moment, work for ug 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” £ 
reckon, fxys the Apoitle, “that the fufferings of-this prefent. 
time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which 
fhall be revealed in us.” | 

Permit me to conclude with a word or two of advice, © 

1. thofe who have hitherto been flothful; fo flothful, 
as to neglect the one thing needful. Confider, you muft 
leave this world. ‘It is appointed for man once te die,” 


and 
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and not ies to die, “ but after death the judgment.” You. 


cannot fhun the awful bar! You cannot deceive, nor bribe 
the Judge.of all. Ifat that day you are found among the 
ffothful ; what a lofs will you fuftain? All thefe joys and | 
glories to be feen, but not for you. What refiections. will 
then take place in your-poor miferable fouls! To fee your 


_ old acquaintance, neighbours, friends, perhaps relatives, on the 


right hand of Jefus, and you onthe left. To hear Jefus fay 


‘to them, “ Come ye biefied of my Father, inherit the king- — 


dom prepared for you from the foundation of the world,” 
and ftand trembling, every joint, expe€ting him 


the voice of thunder to fay to you, “ Depart”—O! m 


friends, I cannot help it. If I do not mention it, it mu 


be fo, if at that day you fhould prove goats inftead of fheep. | 
—To hear fefus, fie meck and lovely Jefus, the Saviour of 


the world, fay, “ Depart from me, ye curfed, into everlafting | 
out for the devil and his angels.” ; 
What would you then give to enjoy the promifes ! ? What 
would you then give for opportunities to hear the gofpel, 
and to be found among thofe who through faith and pa- 
tience inherit the promifes, and all the bleflings of a world of 
glory? If it will be fo important then, attend to it now. 


Now there is time, alittle refpite given, 
For you to feck and find the way to heaven. 


‘Now God, and Jefus, and the Spirit fay, Come. Come, 
fays the Redeemer, ““unte me, all ye that labour and are 


heavy-laden, and I will give you reft.” 


He ftands with open arms, | 

_ Inviting finners home : 

His voice contains ten thoufand charms, 
‘And ev’ry charm fays “ Come.” 


2, Believers. This exhortation is particularly addrefled 


to med Sloth will rob you of prefenut peace and future 
glory. Confider the Servants with the Talents. . Thofe 
“who were diligent, had the principal, and the intereft, with a 
‘ well done good and faithful fervant—enter thou inte the joy 
of thy Lord,” into the bargain. But what had the flothful 
 fervant, when his mafter came? He had the talent taken from 
him, and was bound hand and foot and caft into outer 


darknefs. Let us remember, that being made free from fin, 
¢ become the fervants to God, have your fruit unto holi-~ 


and the end everlafting life. 


Confider for whom: sins are labouring 5 not a hard rafter. 
ou 
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You are employed by thé beft Mafter in the world; and he 
fets you on the beit work, gives you the beft encouragement, 
and pays the belt wages. He fays, be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee a crown of life. His eyes are 


upon us all the day; he is near to hear, near to help, and near ~ 
to correct. Undoubtedly he will pay a particular attention 
to his diligent fervants, and not fuffer them to work for, 


nought. Then let us “ be fteadfaft, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forafmuch as ye know 
that your labour is not in vainin the Lord.” In other words, 
let us refolve in the ftrength of the mighty God of Jaceb, 
that we will not be flothful, but followers of them, who, 
through faith and patience, inherit the promifes. =~ | 

The following hints were feveral of them dropped at the 

grave, after the fermon. 

fome. The hope of which is a fufficient apology for their 


. infertion, 


WHAT an awful fcene is this death! what 


thou done? flain a man—a hufyand—a father—a chriftian— 
a minifter of Jefus Chrift. No office, however important, 
however facred, fecure from thee, thou king of terrors. 
Thy ftrokes are refiftlefs; thy fhafts are fatal, Kings and 
fubjects, minifters and people, are all one to thee. But there 


is a day coming when thy power fhall be takenaway. “ The 


laftenemy which fhall be deftroyed, is death.” 

Let every connection and condition improve this event to 
their advantage. Weall muftdie! fhall wedie happy? Are 
we thofe who through faith and patience fhall inherit the 


promifes ? Hufbands muft leave -their wives, fathers muft — 


leave theirchildren. Chriftians muft leave their friends, and 
minifters muft leave their people. Perhaps few rofe higher, 
in the pailive graces, at leaft, than our deceafed brother. 
He was in truth meek and lowly in heart, and patient in tri- 
bulation. His trials were uncommonly great, but his faith 
and patience were an{werable to them, praifee@@be his and our. 
God! How did they thine in the holinef of his life and con- 
verfation. But he is gone. They could not fecure him from 
You my beloved, who are the widow—children—parcnts— 
brethren —-church—you’ll fee his face no more in this world. 
: But the day is coming, when he'll rife again, No dark eyes, 
mor aching head, fhall then afflict him. 
_ perfect in every limb, in every faculty, and flourifh in im- 


Perhaps they may be of ufe to 
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mortal youth and vigour. ‘Then what a joyful meeting will 
have! None of the evils incident to this morta! life fhall - 


approach your dwelling. Death will be fwallowed up in 
victory. Then to pop in the happy concert with faints and 
angels, ina world of glory; to fing in the fweeteft and mot 


has redeemed us to God by his blood.—Think on what you 


havejuft heard inthe chapel.—“ When Chrift who is our life — 


fhall appear ; then thall ye alfe appear with him in glory.” 


Neighbours—friends—all. Be ye followers of them, who. 


through faith and patience inherit the promifes. Our deceafed 
friend can preach no more; his lips are clofed in filence. 


Then recolleét his inftructions; think on his doctrine. Per-_ 
haps fome of you made too light of his miniftry, and did not 
attend with that care which was proper to a meflenger frem_ 


_ heaven, to a herald of Jefus Chrift. If this was the cafe, 
confider it well. Gofpel preachers fhould be efteemed highly 
in love for their works fake ; and if they are not, the Lord 
will obferve it. ‘ He that defpifeth you, defpifeth me,’’ fays 
the adorable Jefus. 


4 


Minifters of the gofpel are ambaffadors for Chrift. When 


a king commands an ambaflador’s return, it is confidered as 
a prelude toa declaration of war. Improve the hint. Has 
not Goda vai with you, in this neighbourhood ? for 
he has fent for his ambaflador home. ‘“ Prepare to meet your 
God.” 

One word of advice, and I fhall conclude. Be kind to 
the widow and her fatherlefs children. He is gone out of the 
reach of your benevolence, he wants your charity no more; 
but you may fhow your affectionate remembrance of him in 
your fteady attention to the comfort of his babes. God has 
given particular charges concerning fuch: and | beg you will 
Jay them ferioufly to heart. Be not like the Pharifees, who 
could make long: prayers, and at the fame time devour 
widows houfes, left you receive the greater condemnation. 
How fternly does God declare, Ex. xxii. 21, 22,23. “ Ye 


fhall not afli&t any widow or fatherlefs child. If thou affi@ — 


them in any wile, and they cry at all unto me, I will furely. 
hear their cry: and my wrath fhall wax hot, and I will kill 
ou with the fword; and your wives fhall be widows, and 
your Children fatherlcfs.”” Again, Prov. xxiii. 10, 11. ** Re- 
_ move not the old land-mark: and enter not into the fields of 
the fatherlefs. For their Redeemer is mighty: he fhall plead 
their caufe with thee.” Let fuch as opprefs the poor trembie, 
You 


harmonious f{trains, Worthy is the lamb that was flain—and — 
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You, the members of this congregation, fee that you love one 
another with a pure heart fervently. Keep together as a body. 
Reimem.ber the refidue of the fpirit is with the Lord. Hecan 
{upply all your need according to his riches in glory through 
 Chritt Jefus. Yet a little while, and all your troubles and 
trials will be over. Be ye “ not flothful, but followers of 


them who through faith and: patience inherit the promifes,” 


and you fhall inherit them alfo. | 
Amen. 


REMARKS ON 1 COR. VIL. 142 
To the Editor of the General Baptif? Magazine. 
Dear Sir, 


ms the requeft of one, a conftant Reader of your entertain- — 


ing and inftructing Magazine, vol. ili. p. 288, 1 will 
another time defire, if it appear right to you, to occupy a 
few pages of it, by fome remarks on a paflage, which, I 
—underftand, is a difficult one: but which, tho’ difficult, is 
—ftill a part of the infpired volume, and of very great im- 


portance in focial morality, and to thofe who are conneéted - 


in the a natural relation. The text, under confidera- 
tion, ist Cor. vii. 14. “ For the unbelieving hufband is 
fanctified by the wife; and the unbelieving wife is fancti- 


fied by the hufband: elfe were your children unclean; but 
now are they holy.” [ intend, God willing and helping, . 


1. To make fome remarks by way of preface, and on the 
context, the defign of the holy writer, the occafion of his 
- writing, &c. and then, 2dly, Endeavour to give the 


_ plain fenfe of the text, and of the words /an@ify and dolyin 
this place. May the gracious God make this feeble 


attempt of fome benefit to fome of your readers, if 
you think it proper to give it a place in your Magazine. 


I remain your's, refpectfully and affectionately, 


1 Remarks. Remark 1. THE difordered, and, one 
would think, often diftracted church at Corinth, it feems, 
had written to Paul for information or advice about marriage, 
and the duty and behaviour of fuch as were married to each 
other, ver. 1. “ Now concerning the things. whereof ye 
‘wrete unto me, &c.” Whom, however, it may be faid in 
behalf of thefe people, and though th.y appear much isregu- 


/ 
| 4 
$ 
: 
+ 
Z 
& 
I 


2 


450 SERMONS AND ESSAYS. 


lar, yet they were in this, wife and commendable. Thofe 
churches and minifters who will pufh forward, right or wrong, 
with the plea of Independancy, rather than afk advice of their 
fellow-chriltians in very important cafes, will, fometime, be 
brought to repentance. Whether fome of the Corinthians 
had imbibed the it:ange notion, that chriftians were releafed 
from the moral law, or fome part of moral duty! or, 
whether they were fo ignorant, as to imagine it would be 
difhonourabe to God and religion if they continued to co- 
habit with their infidel partners; or how it was, is not fe 
clear, nor important enough to enable us to fay with pofiti- 
Vity, or to demand a fcrutinous enquiry. They, for fome 


Yeafon, wrote to Paul, and this feems to be the occafion of 
_his writing on the fubject of the prefent chapter, 


2. A very fcandalous cuftom had prevailed among the 


Jews, and fome Gentiles—that is, men putting away their 


wives for fuch caufes as they thought proper; or, as Matt. 
xix. 3. “ For every caufe.” and among fome nations it was 
the cuftom of wives to put away their hufbands. ‘This was 
the cafe at Rome, and yery probably, in the more polite parts 


Of Achaia. That it was probably the cafe at Corimth we | 


fuppofe, becaufe the apoftle employs the fame greek word 
Aguero in both the 12th and 13th verfes, which, in our 


 Jaft tranflation, is put away in the former place, according 


to the original; but in the latter place is /eave. Our latt 
tranilators, I fuppofe, rendered it thus in the 13th verfe, 


becaufe it was not the cuftom in England, for wives to put 


away their hufbands but to leave them. In another tran{- 
Jation, it is in both the verfes mot forfake, which {eems more 
wrong than the lafttranflation. But, in another, the reading 
is thus, “ If any brother have a wife that believeth not, if fhe 


_ becontent to dwell with him, let him not put ber away. 


And the woman which hath to her hufband an Infidel, if 
he be content to dwell with her, let her aot put him away.” 
I fuppofe the learned will own this the moft literal tranflation 


of thefe verfes, efpecially of the conclufion of them. 


3. To prevent the faints at Corinth from acting accord- 


ing to this ungodly and fcandalous cuftom, fo injurious to the — 


rules of decency and morality, fo baneful to all fociety, 


fo deftructive to the peace and comfort of families; and ~ 


to teach them better ; our apoftle writes a good part of the 
chapter before us; efpecially from ‘ver. 1ro—18. In 


~which he repeatedly “and exprefsly forbids their feparation 


one from another: “ Let him not put her away; let her 
not leave or put away her hufband,’&c. He forbids them 
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- an the name of the Lord Jefus, and from our Lord’s own 
prohibition, Matt. xix. 4—10. He forbids them in his 
own name, as one poffefied of the {pirit of God, qualified 


and appointed for dire&ting and regulating the churches . 
in peace and holinefs: anc, befides all this authority, he | 


-propofzs feveral very weighty and very rational motives to 
fhow them the va{t importance of the duty, and to in- 
fluence their minds to regard it. In the text undér con- 


fideration, ver. 14. he fays according to this paraphrafe, you 


muft abide together, and not feparate one from another; be- 
caufe you have given up yourfelves, the one to the other; 
fet yourfelves apart one for the other: and this not for a 
while, but for life: for you are thus fet apart, the one for 
the other ftill. It is true when you were married, and had 


devoted yourfelves to one another in. that folemn ordinance, — 
you were both Heathens:. one of you is now a Chrif- 


tian, and the othér remains a Heathen; but this cannot make 
any difference in your folemn contract: It cannot, becaufe 


you never mentioned it, nor defigned it in your engagements — 


_at firft; It cannot, becaufe God, the Author and Inftitutor of 
marriage, has not fixed it as the boundary, or expiration of 
your marriage covenant. Befides, if God have, formerly, 
in the times of ignorance, winked at this fin, which I now 
forbid, yet you muft not expect him doing fo any longer; 
for, having fent his Son into the world, and his Son having 
fully expounded the moral law, and this important part 
of it: he has left it for ever fettled, that a man fhall not put 
away his wife, fave only for fornication. And as this is not 
pretended by you; but as your unconverted partners are 
honeft to each other, according to your firft and perpetually 


- mutual contraét, there is therefore, no detriment or difadvan- , 


tage fuftained, by the ftate or circumftances of your children: 
they are lawful children, and have all the right that children 
can have to every privilege of the family; and to the 
pofleffions and property of their parents; they are lawful 
heirs: fo that you have no reafon to fcruple the propriety 
of abiding together on account of ‘your children, any more 
than on the account of the unconverted father or mother. 
Becaufe, as the children are born in holy matrimony, fo they 
are holy. Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed un- 
defiled ; and it is honourably and holy, \in it’s own nature, 
and efpecially as it is fo immediately of Divine inftitution. 
Again, the apoftle propofes another powerful and affeéting 
motive to che believing partner to abide with the unbeliever, 
yer. 16, that is, the pofibility of being initrumental toward 
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the falvation of the unconverted. “For what knoweft 
thou, O wife, whether thou fhalt fave thy hufband? Or how 


enoweft thou, O man, whether thou fhalt fave thy wife?” 


You muff, therefore, as if Paul had faid, abide with your 


'» Mimconverted partner, not from your folemn engagements, 


~hufand, or for your hufband, if you be a wife: and you 


and your duty to the holy law of God, only; but, from that 
tender, affeGtionate regard which, it is naturally fuppofed, 


you have to your partner in life. You may inftruét, teach, 


convince, pray with, and pray for your wife, if you be a. 


may by your honourable. behaviour, and difpofition, give {uch 


evidence of the reality and utility of religion, as, by the grace 


apo 


the wife, let her depart. | 


_@f God, may bring the unconverted to repentance and fal. 


vation: and fo, if any obey not the word, they may, without 


Once more: the apoftle provides for another difficult, 
delicate cafe, and anfwers another queftion, which is of great 
moment to fome of the children of God, fometimes,. and 
which was, perhaps, propofed by the Corinthians, in their 
letter to Paul; thatis, fuppofe one of the two sl in the 


_ ‘the word, be won by the converfation of ‘i wives. 


bleffed caufe of Chrift, the other may, perhaps, fee it right to 


leave, to depart ;—~how fhall the bps party act in this 
cafe? “Let him depart,” if it be the hufband; and, if it be 


Hence obferve, and O! may all, who have the heavy 
trial, both obferve and bé enabled to bear it with moderation ! 
Obferve, then, God is the fir, and he muft have the chief 


place in your affeftions, He cannot, he fhould not be 


pleafed with any competitor, He is a jealous God! Hear 


what Chrift faith, “If any man hate not father and 
mother, wife and children, brethren and fifters, yea, and his 


own life alfo he cannot be my difciple.” Luke xiv. 26. Let 
the believing hufband, then, leave his wife to depart if fhe 


will depart, and his Saviour will make up for the difadvan-_— 


tage! And, if the believer be the wefe, let her hufband 


depart, if he will depart; and let her rejoice that her Maker 
is her hufband: the Lord of Hofts is his Name, and her 
Redeemer, the Holy one of Ifrael, the God of the whole 
earth fhall he be called.” Ife liv. 5. He will abun- 
dantly compenfate her.! 

Ale adds, *’ A brother or a fifter is not in bondage 


3 in fuch a cafe ; but God hath called us to peace.”” When the 


unbeliever departs, the other is not bound to follow; nor 
bound to forfake the caufe of Chrift; nor bound to make 04 
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chief. Let the party go, and let 
peace. Then let us give no offence, no juff offence to 
hufband or wife, or anyother; yet, if our engaging with the 
blcfled Jefus, in his caufe, give offence, fo that a family be 
divided, and the unbelieving depart, fo let it be., | 


Having now faid as much as can be allowed on thecontext, | 


and, peihaps, more than fome may think neceilary, L fhall 
proceed to endeavour, with the divine helpcontinued, 


IId'y, To give the plain fenfe of the 14th verfe, the mean- i 


ing of fanctify and holy in this place; and if my paper will 
allow, to one or two objections: | | 


I. As | : 
paraphrafe, endeavoured to give it; fothat I need not add any 
more, except afew words. I take it for granted, that this 


verfe fignifies, that, becaufe a man and woman, who are 


married together, have fet each one the other a part for him. 


felf and herfelf, they muft abide together, and not feparate 


the one from the other, even when one is converted and 
the other remains unconverted; and that, as the effect of 


the parents fetting each ether apart for man and wife, their 
children are therefore holy, according to the fenfe of boly in — 
this text: yet, though very many take this for granted at 
prefent, I hope there will be evidence of the truth, now fup- — 


pofed, in the following remarks. 


2. It has often been faid, and oftener a great deal than was 
I think, ever neceflary, has it been proved, that, to /anctify, 
_means to fet apart, or to appoint to fome {tate, place, or office; 


or for fome ufe or for fome perfon: and that this is the 


proper, and, in the /criptures, the common meaning of the 
word fanctify. If 1 thought 1 could fay a few words more on 
it, fo plainly, that the meaneft of my fellow creatures might 
be inftru@ted, I would be glad todo it. When one perfon 


fanctifies another perfon or thing, he fets st apart, for the 


purpofe defigned, and, in that re{fpect, feparates it from other 
perfons or things. Thus God fanétified the feventh day, and 


hallowed it, diftinguifhing it, and fetting it apart from every 


other day of the week, for reft and religion. Thus God did — 
alfo by the tribe of Levi, for the priefthood and the fervice of . 


religion. Thus did the Levites fanctify the firfl-born of the 
Ifraelites, that is, they fet them apart from all thereft. Thus 


did God fanctify and fet apart Cyrus and the army of the 
Medes, todeltroy Babylon. ‘hus did God fanétify Feremiah 


to be a prophet. Thus did God fancify the Lord Fefus for 
the mediatorial worx. ‘Thus did Sefus fanctify bimfeif, 
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the other ftudy to be quiet, for | 
God hath called us; that is me and you, to whom I write, to — 


r the plain fenfe of this verfe, T have, in the above 


ting 
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to all the work “which devolved on him in that capacity. 


‘Thus doth God fet apart him that is godly for himfelf, Thus 
dot a man fet apart or fanétify a woman for his wife, anda 
woman a man for her hufband. And thus is the unbelieving - 

husband fanctified by the wife. 


~ This fandtifying is by either the deficn of the mind, by the 


appointment ofa fuperior, or by real engagement: between 
aman and his wife, it is by both the firft and laft of thefe. 


Or, it is begun by defign, and the intention of the mind, 
and finifhed by mutual contract and furrender. The one fets 
the other apart from every other perfon, in defign for a partner 
in life; and this is frict/y fanctifying that perton; and this is 
perhaps all that our apoftle intends in the text before us ; but 
it makes no materia) difference, whether this fanétification be 
by the delign of the mind, or by mutual contract, or by both ; 


becaufe our bufinefs now is not with how and when, but with 


I fee no other fenfe which can be given of this paflage fo 
eafy, and free from objections and difhiculties, or impoffibili-. 


_ ties, asthe above. If by fanctified; were underftcod, purged | 


from fin, can any one pretend that this-is the ftate of the 
unbeliever ? Surely not. If, by fanctified, were underftood made 
meet for heaven, would not every one fay, this is impoffible ? 
Surely every one mutt fay fo! If given up to God, or fet 
apart for God were pretended to be the meaning, could this 
be faid of a poor infidel heathen? Surely it could not. Be- 


fides, when a perfon is fet apart for God, according to that 


plain fcripture fenfe of fanctification, is it not always attributed 
to divine agency? And can one creature do this for another 
creature? Surely none can pretend it. I confefs, I cannot 
recollect any other fenfe of fanctify, which I think can be 
fixt to the word here, but thefe, and the difficulties are fo” 
great, that 1 would hope no fober man will wifh to remove 
them: but, if we underftand one perfon appointing or fetting 
another apart, for a companion through life, then it would be 
ealy ; this is poffidle; but not one of the other can be. J add 
only one more, from the writer of the Book of Job, chap. i. 5. 
that when Job’s children had finifhed their circle of feftivity, 


Job fent and fanctified them, and offered burnt offerings, 


according to the number of them, &c. What Job did for 
bis children in fanctifying them, belides offering burnt 
offerings, I think, we need not enquire; except, that, what 
will be granted on all hands, ke prayed and made inter- 
cefhon for them, as he afterwaid did for his three friends, 
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chap. xlii. 7--11. Butour queftion rather is, does any one with. 
Feciles the fame, as in 4 Cor. vii. . 
14? Does) Paul intend that the believing husband fanctifies . 


fay that, fanctified here, 


his wife, an unbeliever in the fame manner as Job did his 


children? I anfwer, there is no doubt, that a believing huf-_ 


band and wife-will daily pray for their unbelieving partners, 


and [ exhort them to take care to do fo; but, not to mention. 
other objections arifing from the ceremonial rites, ufed by. 
Job, in fanéctifying his children, and which Paul could never 


{uppofe, chriftians to touch, or tafte, or handle ; befides thefe 
objections, how is it poffible, that a believing husband’s 


prayer for his unbelieving wife, or a belicving wife's” 
praying for her unbelieving husband, can impart any Aoline/s 
of any kind to their children? Unlefs there be fome myttery — 
in this.affair, quite above my comprehenfion, it is impoffible 

thatthiscan be. Befides, were 1 to grant this, would not 


the common fenfe of all the rational creation be fhocked, if 


they fhould read or hear fuch a ridiculous conceffion? This 


Jeads us to “ elfe were your children unclean, but now are 
they ;”” 
this patiage. 

1. We are certain that Paul means /omething by the words 
he ufes; and fo he certainly does, by this word oly. Let us 
{till keep tothe fame approved rule of interpretation, and fix 
that meaning which has the fewelt difficulties, and no impof- 


fibilities attached to it. It is evidently conne&ted with the 
fanétification mentioned above, derived from it; the effects df 
it; and, confequently, of the fame nature with it. If the 


believer, by fanétifying the other partner, make him or her 


meet for heaven; then, no doubt, the holinefs of their chile 


dren, which is the effec? of that fanctification, makes them fit 
for ‘heaven too: but, if the former be impoffible; as it’s 
Certain it is, fo the latter cannot be. It is impoffible too. 


2. As J would not fill my paper with needlefs and ufelefs 


repetitions, I add, the New Teftament fpeaks much of 


holinefs, of holy perfons and holy things; as the holinefsof 


God, of Chrift, of the divine fpirit, of angels, of prophets, 


of apoftles, of holy men of God, of holy women, of a holy 


temple, of a holy heaven, &c. &c. for there are very many 
more things and perfuns ; but holy in our paflage cannot be 


confidered the fame assany of thefe, as might be thewn fully if 
needful, It cannot be the holinefs of any one of the facred 
three, that is holinefs in it’s perfeétion. It will not be pre= 


‘tended thatit is the holinefs of a of heaven, | fuppofe, 
by any 3 it cannot be the holinefs of the faints, becaufe their 


Vou, ILL. 3 T holizcis 


and to afcertain and fix the meaning of holy in 
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‘holinefs is either the degree of the divine nature, of which 
j they are parta ers; or a life of regular conformity to the 
divine will; the former of which they receive from God, 
by the agency of the Holy Ghoft; and the latter they are 
enabled to perform, by God, working in them both to will 
and to do of his good pleafure. And, without adding more, 


the difference is very great: the agents-are diff-rent ; in this, — 


it is of God, in the other, of the parent. In this the reci- 


pients are believers in @hrift, in the other, the receiver is an 


 phfant, an infant in it’s firft exiftence; for it derives it’s 


_holinefs exactly at the moment when it derives it’s exiftence 5 
or, if it do not, it will furely puzzle and baffle al] inteli:gent 


beings to fix the moment of it’s exiftence, when it receives — 


it’s holinefs. The impartation of holinefs, to believers in 


—Chriff, is an a& of Brace, in the blefled God: but, in the 


¢hild, it is but thea 


of the parent; and it is not an a& of | 
grace at all, even in.the parent; itis but an act of honefy. — 


And it is the child’s native right, and it is it’s neceffary right; 
neceflartly connected with it’s exiftence, if it’s parents be le- 


gally man and wife. The holinefs of faints as an a& of | 
Zrace is matter of gratitude to a gracious God, through all 
their happy and endlefs immortality ; but the child, for it’s 


holinefs, is under no-obligation of gratitude to it’s parents; 


becaufe, in what they haye done, from whence it’s holinefs 
proceeds, they did nothing but their duty, and to have 
brought an unclean, in this fenfe unclean, child into the world, 
would have been their fn. | | 

3. From what is faid, it is quite certain that oly, in our 
paflage, can mean nothing but, what we call /egitimately 


holy. The holinefs is but from the parents, not from God. 


“It is plain alfo, from the text itfelf. Holy is oppofed to 


 yincleam. Uncleannefs in the New Teftament, means either 


finfulnefs in it’s general fenfe, as 2 Cor. vi. 17. or political 
uncleannefs, as Acts x. 24. or ceremonial uncleannefs, as 
Rom. xix. 10. or uncleannefs as the general name for 
adultery, fornication, whoredom, &c. and what is oppofed 
to chaffity; as Eph. v. 5. Rom.i.24. 2 Cor. xii. 21. Gal v. 
Io. Eph. v. 3. Col. iii. 5. 2 Thef. iv. 7. 2 Pet. ii. ro. 
And we might add, £ Cor. vii. 14. but let us not impofe on 


the ignorant and inattentive reader: let us afk, what can it 


mean elfe ? Can it. mean political or ceremonial unclean- 
nefs¢ Can any one be weak enough to fay, the apoftle in- 


_ tends this? I anfwer, forevery body, no. Docs it mean fin 


in general’ We are alarmed to even furmife it! Can Paul 
mean that thofe children are freed rom inbred corruption, 


from 


| 
i 
“4 
‘ 
i 
‘ 
= 
‘ 


SERMONS AMD 


If we were to iay this of the children who ate born of parents, 
One conyerted and the other unconverted, er both converted, 


~ what would mankind fay of us? Would not all Chriftendom ~ 


rife in oppofition ? Would they not brand us, and juftly 
brand us with het:rodoxy ? Would they notfhave occafion 


_ tocharge us with. cafbiering that facred book, which fo. pofi- 


tively aiferts, that what is born of a woman cannot, in this fenfa, 
All denominations, very nearly, Papifts, Proteftants, 
_ Churchmen, and Diffenters; from the Pope to the very 
meaneft Curate, would furely be afhamed at fuch outrageous 
here/y ? Well, if it cannot mean any of thefe, is it fuppofable 
that yncleannefs here hasa mew meaning, which is found no where 
inthe Bible but here ? If this be the cafe, it is not likely thae 
Ian find it out; I need afk no longer. If unclean have the 
fame fenfe here, as is fo common in the New Teftament, 
fee the eight places above, then the difficulty, fuppofed in this 
. text, fliesaway. Holinefs is oppofed to it. And the eafy 
and only poffible fenfe of the paflage is, that, by the parents 
 fetting each other apart, as man and wife, the children are 
not the children of whoredom, or adultery, but legally holy 
ot legitimate. But it has no conneétion at all with their 
{piritual or eternal eftate, the moral difpofitions of their 
mind, or their fitnefs for heaven; all thefe things feem quite 
foreign to any apparent defign of the apoftle, or any poflible 


idea in the text or context, at leaft fo far as my capacity Can — 


comprehend. | 


Having now endeavoured to give the fenfe of the text, in 


eneral, and of fanétify and holy particularly, I will makea 
Fw obfervations, not fo directly anfwering objections, but 


which may, I hope, a little illuftrate and confirm, our fenfe 


of the text, Xc. 


1. It will be noted, that the text does not {peak of one of 


the parents fanétifying the other’ by his or her faith. To be 
fure, if it had faid this, it would have found us more work 
to guefs at it’s meaning. It would have been a difficult texe 
then ; and perhaps we fhould have feen it beftto have believed 
it, though we could not fully comprehend it. As it is, it is 
not fo hard to be underftood, I think, however, that it is a 


great pity if any be in danger of being impofed on in, this. , 


particular, as it is entirely an invention of many; there being 
nothing of it in the text. e ee 


e 


3 T 2 another 


from a natural pronenefs to fin ? Certainly this is impofiible 


2.We fhall do well to note again, that there is now, in 
the gofpel difpenfation, no difference between one.nation and 
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another, nor between one perfon and.another, till the diffe. 


tence be made by the religious, or chriftian experience, and 


the moral character of one compared with another. The 


Greek, th- Jew, the Circumcifion, and Uncircumcifion, the 


Barbarian, Scythian, Bond and Free and Male and F emale, ad 
are now, in refpect of holinefs, all alike. If they be living 


fin, they are unclean and unholy: if they be righteous and 
fear God, they are accepted of him, of whatever nation they 


be, The cerenionial and politica) diftinctions, which are 
 fabfifted by the divine appointment, are now in exiftence no 


= 


more. The gracious Redeemer hath, in this refpect, placed 
‘us all on a level; having broken, down the midd]e wall of 
‘partition between us. This will apply directly to all infants, | 
when they come into the world: whoever be their parents, or 
wherefover they be born. There is no difference between 
the children of the Pope and thofe of the Emperor of China ; 
_ mor between the children of an Archdifhop and thofe of the 
— Dey of Algiers. Thefe children are ail alike, when they are 


born, in regard to the divine favour, or any inherent or im- 


puted holinefs. Their parents being nominal Chriftians, or 


real ones, is the fame as if they were Heathens, or Jews, or 
Mahometans ; becaufe if the parents were eyer fo holy, they 


cannot pofhibly impart that holinefs to their infants; or if 
they were ever fo wicked, their wickednefs cannot affect the — 


moral character and ftate of their new born infants. — 
3. Bur ftill it may be doubted if there be no difference be- 
tween children born in adultery, and thofe born in honourable 


matrimony. Ihis comes to our point, and to the text in 
hand. The difference between them is plainly this, the 
former are unclean, the latter are Aoly, The former 
 baftards, the latter are legitimate. But, in refpect of thefe, 
- furely no modeft, fenfible man will fay there is any difference 
in regard to the divine favour, their moral character, or their 
eternal ftates! The thought would be horrid, thata wifeand | 


merciful God fhould rejeét a poor innocent infant, for the fin 


_of it’s adulterous parent! Surely it cannot be !—Hence, alfo, 


it is evident that all infants have an egual right to.all reigtous 
privileges, as, baptifm, the Lord’s fupper, church fellows 
fhip, with all the bleffings of it. The plain truth is, the 


New Teftament is our only inftructor, in every thing 


belonging to church fellowfhip, and all the ordinances an 


privileges of it, and that holy book makes no diftinétion or 


difference between one infant and another in this great affair. 
Hence alfo, it is certain that fome ¢fablifhed national churches 


are lefs inconfiftent, than fome diffenting and congregational 
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churches are; becaufe the former baptize, as ¢bey call it, and 
receive into the congregation of Chrift’s flock, infants of ail 


forts, without ‘that diftinction which the latter, /ometimes — 
obferve. And indeed, if infants can be regenerated, and made — 


members of Chrift, and children of God, and inheritors of the 
kingdom of beaven, or, taken into the covenant of grace, or, have 


_ that covenant fealed to them, if thts can be done for them, it 


looks unutterably tremendous to neglect it! And, if fome 
new born infants be in more danger than others are, both 
common fenfe and affection, teach us not to neglect thefe, 
rather than neglect thofe, whole ftate is not fo doubtful. 
Nothing can be objected from one having more right than 
another ; becaufe the great Head of our holy reiigion has 
made no diftinction at all. 

4. It cannot be faid that the fenfe given, above, of /anctify 
and holy, is novel or fingular. From many paflages already 
mentioned it is certain, that uncleannefs is the common name, 
employed for the fame purpofe and of the fame fignification 
asin 1 Cor. vii. 14. and which is fixed to it, in thefe pages. 
This is the cafe with both uncleanncfs and holinefs; they 
lignify the fame, and are oppofed one to the other, 1 Thef. 


iv. 3—7. But, becaufe my paper will not allow me to 


tranfcribe the paflage, I wilh the reader to examine it for 
himfelf. Sanctification is oppofed to fornication, ver. 3, 4. 


and to the luft of concupifcence, ver. 4, §. and, uncleannefs 


and holinefs are contrafted with each other, ver. 7. exactly 
the fame, and each the fame fignification as in our text, f 
believe. I had more to fay, but I muft conclude. If what 


is faid, be according to the plain fcripture, and the mind of 


it’s adorable Author, may his blefling attend it! Amen, 


— 


Jo the Editor of the General -Baptifi Magazine. 


If you think the following Meditations on that moft affeting 
_ parable of our Lord’s, Luke xvi. are in the leaft degree 
calculated for good to any in whofe hands they may 
fall, their infertion willoblige | 
Your humble feryant, 
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At muft afluredly be coated by all who believe the 
‘fcriptures of truth, that eur Lord fpake as never man fpake: 
+his words are fo pathetic and fo powerful, methinks they 
would convince every fober mind that he was truly the Son 
of Ged. His parables are fo inftructing and fo affecting, 
_ #they lay the mind open, and melt as it were the very heart 
_ @f ftone, which renders it fufceptible of conviftion. A 
Melightful and awful fcene is here preferited to our view ;— 
“There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple 
and fine linen, and fared fumptuoufly every day.” Itfeems 
he had in this world, all that heart could with; his table © 
no doubt, was furnifhed with every delicacy, while his purple 
and fcarlet robes trailed along the Soube ; and a retinue 
around him obfequious to his command. “ And there was 
a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at His ‘gate 
_ full of fores. And defiring to be fed with the crumbs 
| which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover, the dogs 
Came and licked his fores.”” Probably he was of a family 
of very mean circumftances, therefore he was brought to the 
Sarg! this nobleman’s palace, hoping that fo miferable a_ 
fpectacle would move his compaflion, and caufe a hand 
benevolent to minifter fome relief. Butalas! no notice 
feems to be taken, no compaffion fhewn, no relief ad- 
miniftered, by any, fave the dogs: affecting fight‘ piteous 
coniideration! Behold them ftand around the fuffcring faint, 
minutering what comfort they are capable: methinks to the 
foft, the healing tongues of his quadruped phyficians he 
would bid welcome; while denied the crumbs which fell 
_ from their mafter’s table, who, perhaps at the fame time, was 
 feafting with his nobles around the board of fenfuality. 
© And it came to pafS that the beggar died, and was carried 
by the angels into Abraham’s bofom: the rich man alfo 
died, and was buried; and in hell he lift up his eyes, being 
in torments.” Here the vail is drawn, and we are prefented 
with a view of the invifible world. The fcene is awfully 
_reverfed: the. beggar triumphing in the arms of blifs, the 
rich man howling in the flames of damnation.—QO what an 
awful change did his poor foul experience ; fnatched from 
the ‘lap of plenty, his fparkling goblet, and all his carnal 
delights, and plunged in a gulf of black defpair. But the 
‘mow rich beggar had angels to attend him, though rejected 
of man. Soon as life quitted the putrefcent body, the f{pirit 
rifes from the mouldering clay, and is borne on the wings of 
Waiting angels, through ficids of tracklefs ether, and sold | 
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plains, fkimming aloft the empyrean fkies ; the fhining 


ftranger: to the palace of Immanuel, they bear their lovely 


charge and Jodge the raptured foul in the bofom of blifs—~ 


Not fo we fing the nobleman to reft! Ah! no! He dies 
and is buried, perhaps in all the pomp of ceremony, com- 
mitted to the ground, in fure and certain hope of the refur- 


rection to eternal life. But Ah! miftaken mortals. inftead 
of rifing with Lazarus to life immortal, he finks to endlefs 


_ruim.—His foul is dragged by infernal fpirits, through fub- 
_terraneous vaults and difmal creeks, and lodged in the pit 

of eternal burnings—‘in hell he lift up his eyes being in 
torments, and feeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 
bofom, And he cried, and faid, Father Abraham, have mercy 
on me, and fend Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger 
in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this 
flame. But Abraham faid, fon, remember that thou in thy 
life-time, receivedft thy good things, and likewife Lazarus 
evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented,” 
What, not one drop of comfort to be obtained, even from 
the finger of a beggar? that poor man, who, awhile fince, 
lay at his gate, full of fores, and on whom he would not fe 
much as deign to look: O how ‘mortifying this muft be to 
his proud heart, how humbling to his haughty mind! But 
his reque{t though fo fmall, is denied, and to augment his 
mifery, he muft be reminded of thofe good things he once 
enjoyed: this, methinks, would be adding fuel to hel flames; 
he knew all this, and knew it to his unutterable grief. O 


what keen refle@tions muft transfix his tortured foul! to 


think chat all his fumptuous dainties, and carnal pleafures 
were for ever gone; and that he thould not have the leaft 
chance of ever efcaping thofe inexpreffible fufferings: and 
that thofe ineffable glories and unfpeakable pleafures, whiclt 
his eyes now beheld, and which Lazarus enjoyed, were to 


him irrecoverably loft. QO! my foul! reflect for a moment, 


his intolerable agontes; and oh let it make thee more prize 
that dear Sawiour, that blefled Redeemer who delivers from 
going down to the bottomlefs pit. Ye thoughtlefs, finful 

fons of Adam, do you confider well ‘this awfully ftriking 


narrative, ye who are rioting in all manner of wickednefs, - 


and blafpheming the name of Jehovah, and violating the 
laws of your Maker; trampling on the inftitutes of the 


Son of God, and denying the Lord that bought you. O 
let the rich man’s deplorable fituation deter, and warh you, 


deft ye alfo fhare his doleful fate, ag 
| Abraham, 


gates 
appear, the {parkling portals fy open to admit the welcome 
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Abrehnro, to tonvince him that relief was impofible, 
ther tells him, “And befides all this, between us and you 
there is a great guif fixed: fo that they which would pafs 


from hence to you cannot ; neither can they pafs to us that 


 would:come from thence.” How awfully accomplifhed are 
_ thofe words of w fdom, in this damned foul, Prov i. 24. and 
four following verfes ! Had he prayed and fought the Lord 
In time, and in the wav appointed, undoubtedly he would 
have found mercy. But, | think it appears that his mind — 
was never employed in feeking the Lord, by prayer, and 
fupplication; till mifery extreme-rent his foul, and forced 
x ese of his lips. But now alas! alas! ’tis all too late! 


Seeing therefore that all his prayers, with refpect to him-— 


‘felf, prove abhortive, he pleads in behalf of his five brethren. 
« Then he faid, 1 pray thee therefore, father, that thou 


at wouldeft fend him to my father’s houfe: for I have five 


brethren; that he may teltify unto them, left they alfo come | 
into this place of torment.”” Confcious he was that they - 
were alfo pofting the road that led to thofe miferable regions, - 
and without fome fpecial interpofition of divine grace ; or 
-anoral warning by a difembodicd fpirit from the invifible 
world, they tind | inevitably perifh, from that tremendous 
precipice he himfelf fell. « Fined faith unto him, they 
have Mofes and the prophets ; let them hear them.” This, © 
he well knew, and that he had them too, and that they would 


_ pay as little regard to them as he had done; which made him 


more importunately cry, “ Nay, father Abraham ; but if one 
‘went unto them from the dead, they will repent. And he 
faid unto him, if they hear not Mofes and the prophets, neither 
will they be ” perfuaded, though one rofe from the dead.” 
Hence we learn, that if the fcriptures of truth which are 
“ able to make us wife unto fal vation through faith in Jefus,”’ 
be neglected and rejected, a fent from the Anvilible 


regions could not prevail. 


Having thus curforily run over this slarming lee let 
me ferioufly enquire ;—am I a flighter of the word of God? 
for it is evident this was the real caufe of this rich man’s 
lifting up his eyes in hell. Tis probable he thought him- 
{elf a favourite of heaven, purely om account of being a 
defcendant of Abraham, without paying any. regard to the 
word of God ;>having no hope, and without God in the 
world: a flave to his ‘juts and appetites, fulfilling the defires | 
of his own wicked heart. Reflect on this, O ye who are 
—|magining you:felves the children of God, and heirs of 
glory, while indulging in pleafures, and gratifying 
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every carnal propenfity. It is a matter of the mag- 
nitude imaginable, to know by happy experience, that we 
have redemption from hell shovel the blood of Chrift, and . 
that alone; and alfo happy partakers of that faith, which 


worketh by love, which purifies the heart, and brings the 
~ foul to God. And, not like the rich man, dreaming that en 
account of our religious anceftors, we fhall be faved; or, on 


account of being baptized in our infancy, we are thereby ! 


_ made the children of God, and inheritors of the kingdom of 


heaven. Thefe are meer and if perfilted in, will 


certainly tend to the ruin of the foul. 
Hear the folemn edi& proclaimed from heaven; * except 
a man be born again, he eannot fee the kingdom of heaven,” 


Make no more falfe delufive pretenfions, but fearch the _ 


fcriptures 5, it is our Lord’s advice. In them, faith he, ye 
think ye have evernal life, and they are they which teftify 
of me, 

Have we ever been pricked | in our hearts on account of 
feeing ourfelyes finners againft God, and confequently under 


the curfe ofthe divine law; and thereby expofed to endlefs _ 


mifery? And have we been brought to cry out mightily 
after God, for deliverance, and to know what we muft da 
to be faved ? Have we feen Jefus an all-fufficient Saviour, 
able to fave to the uttermoft, all them who come unto 


a by him? and have we come in our hearts to him, as helplefs 


perifhing finners, and in fo doing found reft to our fouls? 


‘They who have experienced thefe things, now take up their 


_ crofs, and follow the Lord in the regeneration. They walk 
not after the flefh, but after the fpirit ; corrupt nature is net 


that principle by which they are actuated, and by which their 
thoughts, and werds, and actions, are regulated ; ; they walk . 


after the fpirit; ua are renewed in the inner-man. They 
have new apprehenhi 


bours, and employments, new entertainments, new pleafures, 
new hopes aad profpeéts.—“ Therefore if any man be in 


-Chrift, he is a new creature: old things are pafled aways 


behold all things are become new.’ 2 Cor. v. yt If we 
he deftitute of this, or fimilar experience, we are 


and fee if we can make them agree with each other. The 


hook of God faith, If ye live after the flefh ye hall dic. 
Rom. viii. 13. What faith eur centcience ? bal it {peak 


Vou, LI. 3 U BOW. 


ons of things, new affections, new defires, 
new fears, new joys, new forraws, new refolutions, new la- 


Ul in our 
fins, and expofed to thofe infufferable pains which the rich | 
man in hell labours under. How neceflary then that we 
fearch well the book of God, and the book of our own hearts; — 
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It will’ e’re Jong. your leave unafked. In va if fe be 
we have crucified the flefh with the affeCticns and 
lufts, Gal.iv. 24. And if Chrift’s, then are we Abraham’s ; 
feed, and heirs to his pr penile, Gal. it. 
For the General Bapt if Magazine. | 
to the Religious of every Denomination, more 
particularly the General : 
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‘CHRISTIAN BRETHREN, | 

‘PERMIT this Addrefs as a with’ ye 

would remember the poor.”” Surely you need not be in- 

a | ‘fotbed that our great Lord and Matter exhorted to it, as a | 

of chriftian duty. ‘The practice of which was ftrikingly 

exhibited in his own example, who (it is faid) went about 
doing good.” While thofe of the fame fpiritual houfhold, 

‘ who may be in need, have a particular claim upon our cha- 
rity ;—yet be it récieribered: that, according to our feveral 
circumitances, we are not to be inattentive to the relieving of 
the wants of others, who may come within eur cognizance, 
Such a fpirit of general philanthropy being inculcated in the, 
feriptures, and recommended by a view of our heaven! 
Father’s providence, * who cauieth bis fun to rifé on the evil, 
as well as the good, and Tendeth rain on the juft and unjuft. ae 
The objeé of this paper is to recommend the more exteniive. 

eftablifhment of thofe focieties, which may be fupported at a 
{mall individual expence, while, at the fame time, if properly 
conducted, may be productive of the greateft utility. The 
siitatiogs before alluded to are called benevlent, from their 
defign, being to relieve the fick poor. if ever it was feafon- 
able for thofe who name the name of Chriit to eres fome- 
thing in this way, it is now, when every neceflary article of 
human fuftenance is at fo exorbitant a price, If fome, and 
they are not very few, can fearcely get bread to eat by their 
honeft induftry, how muft it then fare with them in a time 
of ficknefs? The thought is too painful to recite, and their 
fituation muft be more diftreffing, becaule thofe who may 
feel a difpofition to beneft fuch in their affiiction, may 

_» efpecially "he hindered at the prefent, for want of ability. 
May not a hope, then, be indulged, that the different 
diflenting denominations in town, but more particularly 
In the couatry, who have been hitherto inaétive in this 
matter, will now immediately thew thetnfclves forward 


te 
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to promote fo good a work. The old proverb will well 
apply in this cafe. “ A great many can help one; but 
one cannot help a great many.” Notwithftanding thefe 
prefling times, it is prefumed, there are hardly any pious 
perfons but could and would, in union with other, their. 
brethren, give the fmall fum of one penny per week for the 
beforementioned purpofe. If any, in a ftate of affluence, 
be fo connected, and have the fpirit of Chrift, they will 
furely evidence the riches of their liberality by a larger 
contribution. Let minifters requeft, not only the mem- 
bers of their churches, but other ftated attendants, .to concur 


with them in fuch an undertaking ; ard where the number 
of both in one place is but fmail, an invitation may be ~ 
given to thofe of different denominations, in- the fame 


town or village, that altogether may fhew themfelves, 
however otherwife divided, of one fentiment in this par- 
dexlie, all thus a friendly intercourfe may be encouraged 
by the fociety’s meeting at their different. houfes of worthip, 
by adjournment, weekly, monthly, quarterly, half yearly, 


Or annually. Every fociety may make rules for it’s own 


government. Vifitors may be elected at ftated feafons, 


amonef{t whom it might be as well that the miniiter be always 


— 
confidered as the honerary one. 


It ne to be remembered, that the object of fuch focieties, 


by the divine bleffiny, are two fold, being not only intended — 


to benefit the body, but what is of more importance, the 
foul, by enquiring into the ftate of the fick, relative thereto, 
and affording them fuitable and fpiritual inftruction. It 
has been well attefted that by thefe means, many “a finner 
has been converted from-the error of: his ways,’”——God 
grant that many fuch inftances may occur yet again, by 
the inftrumentality of that clafs-of perfons for whofs ufe 
this Magazine is defigned, as they are under very ftreng 


obligations to the exercife of benevolence, from their — 
avowed general principles.—To conclude, may the Lord 
‘make us to abound in love one towards another, and to 


Accompanied with this Addrefs are the Rules and Orders 
of the Benevolent Society held at the Genera! Baprift Meet- 


ing here, drawn .up by the new worthy, Paitor of that place, 


the Rev. Jofeph Hobbs, fuppofing their infertion alfo may 


be of ule to elucidate the nature of fuch an undertaking, 
| | \ | 
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RULES ann ORDERS, | 
To be obferved by a Benevolent: Society, inftituted for the 
Purpofe of vifiting and relieving Sick and Diftrefled 
Pertons of al] Denominations. 
_£ WAS an hungered, and ye gave me meat: 1 was thirftys 
and ye gave me drink: I was a ftranger, and ye took me 
in: naked, and ye cloathed me: 1 was fick, and ye 
vifited me: I was in prifon;'and ye came unto me. Matt. 
Love your enemies, blefs them that curfe you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them which defpitefully 
ufe you, and perfecute you ; that ye may be the children 
of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his 
_ fun to rife on the evil and on the good, and fendeth rain on 4 
the juft and on the unjuft. Matt.v. 44, 45. 
‘To do geod and to communicate, forget not: for with fuch 
facrifices God is well pleafed. Heb. xiii. 16. = 83 


_ ARTICLE I. Tuar this Society hall confift of as 
well-difpofed perfons as may be inclincdto unite for 
_the benevolent purpofe of doing good to the fouls and bodies 

of their fellow-creatures. 

II]. That fuch perfons fhall be confidered as objects 

-, ‘worthy the notice of this Society, who through any affliction, 
are reduced toa ftate of mifery and diftrefs, and are deftitute 

of fupport. ay 
_ ILL. That every member of this Society fhall fubfcribe 

at leaft, one penny per week, for the above purpofe. _ 
IV. That every member fhall have the liberty of pre- te) 
 fenting an obje& to this focicty, which muit be done at the ae | 
Vu. That three members at leaft, be chofen every quarter, 

for the purpofe of viliting objects, by a majority of the fociety 
- , WL. That this fociety fhall meet every Lord’s day, from 
Nine to Ten o’clock in the mogning, at Mr. Hobbs’s meet- | 
ing-houfe, Chatham, for the purpofe of paying their fub- 
 feriptions, &c. at which time the vifitors fhail attend and 
«give an account of the objects vifited by them. Ard if 

‘any difpute fhould arife in the fociety; it fhatl be decided 

a majority of votes. ‘The meeting always to begin and 
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society fend Chriftian falutation, 


BeLovep BRETHREN, * | 


WE feel ourfelves exceedingly happy to fee your numbers 
increafing, your exertions enlarging, and your profpects of 
fuccefs brightening ‘on every fide. “The grand object whitch 
you endeavour to keep in view is the fame with ours. We 
claim the honour of. being your fellow-labourers in a very 


-extenfive vineyard. We requeft your cordial co-operation, 


While the various miffionary focieties are laudably aiming 
to promote the falvation of the Heathen abfoad, our particu- 


dar i is to watch forthe fouls of our fellow finners at 
home. 

our own Country are even now perifhing for lack of know- 

— ledge ! Hundreds and thoufands of the inhabitants of Great — 
Britain are {ti!l immerfed in ignorance, wickednefs, and mifety. 


Alas! what multitudes in the towns and villages of 


Do not your bowels yearn over them ? Rivers of waters 
might down your'eyes—they keep not God’s law—they 
e beauty, nor tafte the fweetnefs, nor feel the power 
of the glorious golpel of Chrift. Should we not be willing 
to = ail unto them the gofpel of God, becaufe they are dear 
unfo us! 


then fhall every wildernefs become a fruitful field ! 
When your preachers enter a dark village, they fi 
people, in many inftances, ftrangers even to the language of 
the Bible. And are they not fometimes almoit at aha for 
words fimple and plain énough to convey to the uncultivated 


mind neceflary inftruction? Would it not facilitate their la- 
~bour to have with them a variety of fimall, plain, 


Religious Tracts, which the cottagers may read at their 


leifure, or hear their children read? It has appeared to us, 


that the object of our fociety may be greatly aflifted by your 


local knowledge, your active zeal, your diligent and pretest 
o have 


care.—A Copious flood is poured out—but we with 
the ftreams regularly flowing in the channels which you have 
cut—that fome little rills, at leaft, may beautify, and refrefh 
and fructify, every part of the land. ‘The kind providence 
of God has hitherto {miled upon our plan. P.cafing in- 
telligence has reached us of the ufefulnefS’ of onr little pub- 


dications in the converfion of finners. Our friends and our 
funds increafe. 


| | 
| | 


CORRESPONDENCE. _ 


To SOCIETIES formed for the extenfion of the knowledge 
of the Gofpel; The Committee of the Religious Tract 


Is it not daily,our heart’s defire and prayer for . 
them that they may be faved in the Lord, with an everlafting - 
 falvation? O may the fpirit be poured out from 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


ary rife of paper. 


But notwithftanding the firft Addrefs, and many fubfequent 


 advertifements—notwithftanding the pains we have taken ta 
_ eiteulate No J, of our Tracts, in which our object is fully 
_ explained and forcibly urged, we have reafon to think that 
-An~many parts of the country it is yet utterly unknown. 
Our efteemed brother Mr. Bogue, has juft publifhed at our 
gequeft a Sermon, preached in London before the Society, 
May 18, 1800, intituled,“ The Diffufien of Divine Truth.” 
We indulge an aflured hope that hisfermon will be generally 
read by the friends of Chrift. 


The prefent addrefs was occafioned by an application from 


. fome of the country affociations, who fuggefted the propriety 
of a correfpondence and co-operation with our fociety, as they 
-_ysightly judged we could furnifh them with Tracts on eafier 
terms than they could print themfelves; with this view we © 
have adopted “ The Warning Voice,” a valuable Tra& 
yeeommended by the Effex aflcciation: and though we 
dare not pledge ourfelves to publifh all we receive from. 


different quarters, if you can fupply us with a good Traé, old 
or new, written on the principles ipecified in our No. I. will 


| 


Our earneft defire is to fee the tiiole country as a well- 


always be acceptable. 


watered garden.—If that can be effected, the great fum of _ 


mifery will be diminifhed—the {mall fum of. happinefs wil! 


be enlarged. Trade, manufaétures, and commerce—domef- 
‘tic’ union—public order—the comforts of the poor—the 


nation’s welfare—all will flourifh. Satan will be bruifed 
under our feet—infidelity will hide it’s head—good men of 
every name will unite their fongs of praife- new joy will 


arife in heaven, and God will be more abundantly glorified 
through our Lord Jefus Chrift. 


Signed, by order of the Committee, i, 
Pe J. HUGHES, Sec. 
Oftober 7, 1800. 


The Religious Tract Society was inftituted in May 1799, 
py feveral minifters and private chriltians of different deno- 


minations: after which was formed “ The Society for dif- 


tributing Evangelical Tracts gratis :’’ but in May laft oy 


were both incorporated, under a conviction that greater 


vantages would refult from their co-operation, than from 


_ The defign of foliciting fubfcriptions and donations is to 
fupport the expenees of pringing and publifhing, at the low 
prices adopted by the Society, notwithitanding the extraordi-— 
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CORRESPONDENCE. £69 


THE PLAN. 


I. That this fociety. be denominated The Religious Trace 
Society. 


, Ii. That a donation of ten guineas co: iftitute a member for 
life, 


IV. That the fubfcription folicited be employed as a means 
of enabling the focicty to diftribute and fell tae tracts at a 
cheap rate; 


V. That fubfcribers be entitled cither to purchafe any 


quantity pe tracts at.a reduced price 3 (Ory to receive tracts te 
the amount of 2-thirds of their fubfer: iption at the fame rate. | 
VI. That a committee be appointed in London, and a 
beet ponding. committee in diiterent parts of the country, 
who thall have the care of felecting fuitable tracts, and of 
| fuperintending, as their tuations enable ther, the printing 
and diftribution, 


Vil. That a bookfeller be employed in London’ as a 


dep pottary for the circulation of traéts, 
Vill. That the committee be cmpowered to  diftcibute 


tracts in 1 channels as may appear to them calculated for 


ufefulnefs, fo far asthe funds will admit. : 
‘IX. That an annual meeting of the lociety be held in May, 
when a treafurer, fecretary, and committee fhall be chaten. 
X. That the tras be paid for on delivery. 


The following are the CoMMLTTEE for the prefent year 1800. 
IN LONDON, 


Mr, T. Bates. | Mr. S. Jones. 

Rev. J. Brookfbank. | Mr. J. Jordan. 

R. Cowie, Efq. Z. Macaulay, Efq. 
Mr. J. Duthoit. |S. Mills, Efg. 
Mr. G. Gouger. | Rev. W. Newman. 
Mr. E. Goldfmith. | Mr. T. Saddington, 
J. Hardcaftle, Efq.. Shrubfole, efg. 
_ Mr. T. Hayter. | Mr. J. Tarn. 
Rev. R. Hil, M, A. Rev. J. Townfend. 
Mr. G. Hobfon. Mr. W. Townfend. 
Mr. T.Hodfon. }: Rev. M. Wilks. 

Mr. J. Hoppus, Fy Wilfon, Efq, 

In the Country. | 


Rev. R. P. Allen, Exeter. Rev. Charrier,Lancafter 
Mr. Z. Barnes, Liverpool. | Rev. J.Cocxin, Halifax 
Rev. J. Boden, Sheffieid.. Rev. j. Douglas, Reading. 


kK. Fithwick, Eig. Newcattle 
Upon tyne 


Rev. Bogue, Goiport. 
Rev. G. Burder,. Coventry. 


Rév. T. Charles, Bala, Wales 


That every annual fubferiber te corifidered a member. 
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‘Rev. J. Flint, Horlley, Glo- Rev. E. | 

. cefterfhire | Mr. W. Pritchard, Derby 
A. Fuller, Ketecring | Rev. J. M. Ray, Sudbury. 

ea Gardner, Cambridge | Rev. Reading, Truro 

Rev. Greatheed, eee Rev. J.Ryland, D.D. Briftot 


Pagnel | Mr. B. Sewel, Norwich 
. Hinton, Oxford | Rev. J. Slatterie, Chatham 
Rev. W. Jay. Bath Tk, Spear, Efg; Manchefter 
Ww. Kingtoury, South- Rev. Steventon, Caftle 
ampton Hedingham, Effex 
Rev. G. Lambert, Hull tev. I. Ta ylor, Colchefter 
| Rev. R. Little, Hanley, Staf- Rev. - Of. 
Rev. H. Mends, | Rev. E. Williams, D. D. 
Rev. W. Mofeley, Long) Rotherham 


‘Buckby, Northamptonfh. 
J. Reyner, Ef; Treafurer, Duck’s Foot Lane, Thames, 

Rev. J. Hughes, A.M. Secretary, Batterfea, Sat coy 


Depofitary, No. 19, Stationers’ Lud. 
Street. 


& +9 Subfcribers. To the Pubtic, 
| per’ pertcg 
| Tras of three halfpence each, @s6d——-7s 6d 
onepenny 48 6d—-5s 6d 
one halfpenny 2s6d——3zs0d 
Village Tracts atone penny — _ 6s od 
ig THE Writer. of the Hiftory of the New Connectionof 
General Baptifts, begs leave to offer the following apology for 


_ his long filence, and hopes it will be accepted, as of fufficient 
weight. He waited about fifteen months fo: fome materials 
_ neceffary to the connection of the narrative, and fince thefe 
have come'to hand, his other numerous duties have rendered | 
him incapable of proceeding in the hiftory. And though he 
received a particular ics from.the laft Conference, held at 


Melbourn, to finith it i ee this vrs yet he feels him- 
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i 
| 
| 
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felf urider the. imperious. necefhity of declining it, for want of 
time, though it would yield him fincere pleafure to accede to | 
the folicitations of his friends. He is not, however, without — 
the hope of’ being able, in a fhort time, ‘to gratify thofe who 
with to fee’ it’s completion, as it is his intention to publith it 
entire, with ‘corrections, and additions, which he prefumes 
may be accomplifhed in about a thilling pamphlet. 


Leicefter, Nov, 3, 1809. 


Masi. Atterby, the fubject of the following. memoir, was 
firit a member of the General Baptift Church at Monkfthorpe, | 
Lincolathire. In this church dhe continued a member twenty- 

two years. Afterwards removing to Maltby, fhe joined the 
fociety of General Baptifts, in that place, and continued 
member of it fifteen years. | aA her Connection with the . + 
above churches, fhe gave ample teftimony that fhe was truly 

alive to God, and delighted to walk in his ways, In 1793 
fhe had the misfortune by a fall, to diflocate the joint of her 
hip, which in afhort time brought ona moft painful difordery, 
that terminated in her'death: Surgical affiftance was 
tained, but the diforder baffled every exertion. Frequent] 


her pains were fo exceedingly fevere, that notwih‘landing : 
fhe poflefled:a great degree of patience, her Cries were heard ‘a 
neighbours. At one time in, ticular, the 
diforder raged with fuch violence, as that, for ten hours, fhe — 
was unable to meve hand or foot, In this: affecting fitua.- | 
tion, fhe requefted her hufband to go to prayer; he imme-’ | 3 
diately did fo ; and the Lord heard in the timewf trouble, and’ 
greatly abated her-pains. . 
In confequence of this they were filled with gratitude, and | - 
with of joy praifedthe Lord. - | 
all/her the Bible 'was “her companion, and the’ 


God of -her bleffed portion. Though clouds fome- 
times prevailed, -yet Jehovah was her ftay, andthe gofpelthe | 
foundation of her everlafting hopes. She was vilited by. | : 
different perfons from. furrounding villages with’ whom fhe 
frecly converfed, and to. whom ithe provéd’ a great bleffin 
Previous to her death, herhufland obfetving her to: be-rather’ 
delirious, faid, “ My dear, you feem nothing.” - 
She, with ferenity of mind, replied, “I-know that Jefus died 
for my fins, and that is fomething.”” But now the time of 

VoL. Il]. 3 >. | he 
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her departure was near. Her b y being worn out with 


foundation of the world. Amen. 


SACRED Po TRY. | 


_‘wearifome days, and become a fit companion for worms, 
On July 5, 1796, fhe freely refigned her immortal {pirit into 
the hands of Jefus, being fifty-fve years of age; and we 


have every reafon to believe that fhe is now in that happy 


world where fin and forrow can nevercome. At her requett, 
three fermons were delivered from 2 Cor. Vo 4. three 


_ living, and minifter of the General pa Church at Kil- 


lin holm. 


May a divine bleffing be upon. all for. 

--viving relations ; and may they all meet in the great day of 

Judgment, to hear the j Joy’ ful invitation, “ Come ye bleffed of 


Father, inherit the kingdom prepare? the 


| 


SACRED ‘POETRY. 


‘Ts the Editor of 1 the General Baptift 
SIR, 


_ contraft moft awfully ftriking. _ [f you think them admiffible 
and worthy a place in the poetic department. of your Maga- 
wine, their infertion willoblige 


Your friend and humble Servant, T. J. 


oO D E: | | O D E: 
The Dying SINNER to his The Dying CHRISTIAN te 
| foul! I pray fay ; |. VITAL fpark of flame, 
| Vet, yet, thy flight delay : ‘Quit, Qh quit this mortal frame | 
 Chrittiefs, vainly meicy crying, | rembling, ng, ling’ring, flying, 
Oh the bitter pang of dying ! | | Oh the pain ifs of dying ! 
| Refiain, ftern death, thine hand refrain, | Ceafe, fond naturc, ceafe thy “arife, 
And let me live my life again, | «nd [ct me languith into ite 
furies fpeak my doom: | Hark! they wh’ Angels fay, 
Come, » to tortures come ; | Sifter fpirity come away, 
th ali his terrors brought ; What js this ablorbs me quite ?: 
fenfe with borror's fraught ; Steals my fenfes, thuts my fight, 


I pine for oreath ; what muft thou fly, | Drowns my fpiits, draws my breath ? 
Poor foul, to leave me, wretch, to dic? _ ‘Pell mg, my foul, re this be death ? 


world, farewell pleafures, adieu | The! world recede 


: it difappears ' 
Eternel tormenis are in view, feavtn opens on my eyes! my cars 
I fee my Judge and King: _ With founds feraphic ring : 
Life's fpent Time's pat! I fink, I go; | Lend, lend your wings 
Q confcience ! now thy pow?r I’know: | O Grave! where is thy victory 


different minifters. Her hufband, Mr. Atterby, 1 


1 THINK the follawing Opes sale: to our view, 3 
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SACRED POETRY. 


CONTEMPLATIONS. 


HE bulinefs of the fultry day difpatch'd ; 
Fhe night jut rifing on her elbow throne, 
Has wrap’d i in darknefs yon extended plains, 
And drawn her mantle o’er the fpacious deep. 
The flocks are gathering to their peaceful reft. 
The pretty fongfters of the nimble wing, 
So lately heard {weet warbling thro’ the grove, 
Are huth'd to filence, and in thickets hid, 
Now let me ftgal from the degenerate croud, 
And mount aloft on Contempiation’s wings, 
And foar above this litrle icene of things, 
To pay to Jefus my noSurnal fong. - 

The opening beauties of the vaft expanfe, 
Invite the eye their gtories to explore, 
See planet after planet rife and reign ; 
While ftars in thoufands glitter the fkies,. 
0 ! what a’richer field the heavens difplay 


f thy perfe&tions, than meridian noon, 
- Thou architeét divine —thou fource of all. 
| thine, and fhow in characters of gold 3 
To the whole Maker's praife. 
Their voice is hgard to earth’s remoteft bound ! 
Their folemn language underftood by all. 
©! let my foul improve this filent hour, 
n free, yet reverent intercourfe with heaven. 
dail fov’reign goodnefs { God of glory! Hiail ! 
in all thy works, thy pow’r and wifdom fhines, 
I trace thy footfteps through yon ftarry plains, 
And ftapd aftonith’d at the hand divine : . 
While I, amaz’d, behold the expanfe ; 
Th’ exceffive meannefs of myfelf F learn. 
What inthis world, and all this world contains, 
mpar’d with thy great wonders fix’d on high : > 
or vifionary blifs, why fhould pant, 
And doat on pleafures i in a fate like this ? 
How aéts the eagle in her heav’nly flight ? 
oth the with great folicitude and care, 
the duft beneath, wKen tow’ring high ? 
owards Sol’s meridian throne ‘the fpeeds her way, 
And counts his blazing {plendors a | her own, 
nd fhall fuffer my immortal part, 
So capable to contemplate and weigh, 
‘The works of her Creator, and ENJOY, 
His beatific prefence eyermore, 
1 grovel in this world of woe, for blifs? 
like the eagle, let me rife and fly, 
Wich fteady pinions to my native fkies, 
I feel my heart expand: my with afpires 
To joys of immortality : and dies 
To worldly grandeur, vifionary pomp! 
And rifes far Cuperier to their charms. 
‘When | furvey the heav’ns which thoy 
tare all the planetary worlds on high, 
mitten with wonder, | adoring ftand ; 
With felf-abafement cry—-Lord what is man, 


That he thould be the objed of thy loves 
| 


3 
‘ 
4 
‘ 
| ¥ 
& 
7 
> 
~* 
| 


~ 


res 


-) Where 1 unceafing thall my Lord adore : 


But O! to give thy dearet Son to die!" 


ED POETR 


This all furpaffes; this eclipies all, 
Thy boundlefs glories in yon fields of | ight.” 
Ye mighty orbs which roll around the sky: 
Which thew in all your motions, power divines’ 
‘The godhead fhines confpicuoufly in you, 
But in the Saviour, brighter glories fhine. 
I now dire&t my wond'ring eyes. 
‘fee him form you by his plaftic hand, 
And give you all your properties and pow’rs 5 
Then down from his ffupendeusthrone defcend, 
To bleed on Calv’ry: for the human race. ' 
O ! the immeafurable depths and heights, 
And lengths and breadths of Jefu’ slovetoman! 
Ye heavenly pow'rs ? Will you forfake your thrones? | 
‘Take fiefh upon you, toexpireanddie, 
To favea wretched world from endlefs woe, | 
In vain we ask —-But Jefus, unimplor’d, | 
Down frem the bofom of his Father flew, 
To bear our fins upon the horrid tree, 
And fatisfy ftern jugite with his blood. 
See how it guthes from his hands and feet. 
Ah! lovely Jefus! O! thou fpotlefs lamb! 
W hat barb’rous ‘treatment thou beaifor nee? 
Thy head majeftic wore the thorny wreath; ~~ 
Thy holy fieth with dreadfui fcourges torn ; | 
"Thy beauteous face defil’d, and ftain’d with wore; ff, 
Which higheft angels reverence and ac..>. - | 


Enough ye wretches ! O ye barb’rousmer! © | 
Is not your hellith fury; fatisfied ? | 
No! ftill he breathes; his heart's moi precious blood, 
Muft all be thed, to gratify your rage. 

Now let me turn mine eyes to Calvary’s tree, 
And fee him ftretch’d upon the torturing crofs ; ; 
In agonies unknown behold him hang, 

A fpectacie to angels and to mens 
Can’ft thou my fou! his various tormerts view, - 
Nor drop a tear for him who died forthee? => 

 Jefus my God! my only factrifice! | 
My fource of comfort, my eternal life; ey Lt | = 
My Mediator, and my Advocate ; el] | | | 
"To interceed for me before the throne 
My Judge, my Saviour,—O ! tranfporting | 
The flaming {word from Paradife removes, __ 
And gives admittance to the tree of life, | 
‘Which ftands inviting with ir’s golden fruit; _ 
While God encourages to eat and live, 2 
Here joys unfading and immortal grow, 

And pleafures endlefs in eternal flow, | ‘i 
Which quite ann hilate the thought of woe. | Sees 
Blifs in abundance; blifs for ever more: | 


Tune the high praifes of the Great lam ; 
‘And live for ever with the bleeding Lamb. 
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| 
| 
OF ARCHBISHOP CRANMERL 


| 


Continued, from page 443. 


In A ft, 132), archbishop Warham departed this life 
and the king, thinking Dr. Cranmer the moft proper perfon 
to fucceed hia in the fee of Canterbury; wrote to him fo 


haften home, contealing the reafon: but Cranmer gueffing at 


it, and defirous to decline the ftation, moved flowly on; in 


all this backwardnefs, and the. excufes which his great mo- 


 defty and humility prompted him to make, when after his 


feturn the king opened his refolution to him, ferved only: ta 
raife the king’s opinion of his merit ; fo that at latt he found 
himfelf obliged to fubmit, and undertake the weighity charge. 


was confecrated on March. 30, 1533. 


- Archbifhop Cranmer; from the day of his promotion to the — 


fee of Canterbury, had continually employed his cosas on 
getting the {criptures tranflated into Englifh: he had often 
ollicited his majefty about it, and at length obtained a grant 
that they might be traoflated and printed. ~ For want of go 


paper in England, the copy .was fent to Paris; and by : 


Bonner’s means, a licence was procured for printing it there; 


As foon as fome of the copies came to the archbifhop’s hands, - 


he fent ong to the lord Cromwel, defiring him to prefent it in 
his name ‘to the king, importuning him tO intercede with his 
majefty, that by hig :authority all his fubjects might have the 


OL. | 


Ropes that the fee might be filled before his arrival. Bug 


libexty of ufing it without conftraiat; which lord Cromwet 
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BIOGRAPHY. 
did, and the king readily affented. Injunctions were forth: 
with publifhed, requiring an Englifh Bible of the largeft fize 
to be procured for the ufe of every parifh church, at the ex- 
pence Of the minifter and churchwardens ; and prohibited all 
@ifeouraging the people from reading or hearing the fcrip~ 
‘tures. ‘The book was received with inexpreffible joy ; every 
ene that was able purchafed the fame} and the poor greedily 
flocked to hear it read. Some perfons in years learned toread | 
on purpofe that they might perufe it; and even little children — 
crowded with eagernefs to hearit,. 
- The archbifhop was not yet convinced of the falfenefs of __ 
the abfurd doctrine of tranfubftantiation, but continued a ftiff 
maintainer of the corporal prefence; as appears from his 
being unhappily centerned tn the profécution of Lambert, 
who was burned, November the 20th, 1538, for denying 
In 1539, the archbifhop and the other bifhops, who fa~« 
voured a reformation, felt under the king’s difpleafure; be- 
caufe they could not be perfuaded, to give their affent in par- 
liament, that the king fhould have all the revenues of the 
monatfteries which were fupprefled to his own fole ufe. Th 
_. fhad beer prevailed upon to confent, that he fhould have al! the 
_ fands which his anceftors gave to any of them; but the refidue 
‘they would have beftowed on hofpitals, fchools, and other — 
pious and charitable foundations. Castner, bifhop of Win- 
¢hefter, and the reft of the pepifh faction, took this opportg- — 
‘nity to infinuate themfelves, by their hypocrify and flattery, © 
the king’s favour, and to incenfe him againft the arch- 
bifhop. This is thought to have been the caufe of the king’s 
zeal, in preffing the bill containing the fix bloody articles ;_ 
by which none were allowed to fpeak againft tranfubftantia- 
tion, on pain of berng burnt as hereticks, and forfeiting their 
- goods and chattles, as in cafe of treafon: it was alfo thereby 
made felony, and forfeiture of lands and goods, to defend the 
communion in both kinds; or marriage of the clergy, or thofe 
who had vowed celibacy, or to {peak againft private mafice 
The archbifhop argued boldly in the houfe againft the fix _ 
articles, three days together; aud that fo ftrenuoufly, that 
though the king was fo obftinate in paffing the act, yet he de- 
fired a copy of his reafons againft tt; and fhewed no refent- 
ment towards him for his oppofition to it. The kin 
have perfuaded him to withdraw ont of the houfe, fince he 
‘eould net vote for the bill ; ‘but after a decent excufe, he told 
majefty, thathe thought himfelf obliged 
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Ray and fhew his.diffent. When the bill pafled, he entered 
his proteft againft it ; and foon after he fent his wife away pri- 


vately to her friends in Germany. ‘The king, who loved 
him for his probity and courage, fent the dukes of Norfolk 


and Suffolk, and the lerd Cromwel, to acquaint him with 
the efteem he had for him, and to aflure him of his fayour, 
notwithftanding the paffing of the aét. | | 

In 1540, the king ifflued out a commiffion to the arch- 
bifhop, and a felect number of bifhops, to infpect into mat-. 
ters of religion, and explain fome of the chief doctrines of it. 
The bifhops drew up a fet of articles, favouring the old papifh 
fuperftitions ; and meeting at Lambeth, vehemently urged the — 
archbifhop, that they might be eftablifhed, it being the king’s _ 
will and pleafure. But neither by fear nor flattery could 
they prevail upon him to gonfent to it; no, though his friend. 


the lord Cromwel lay then in the Tower, and himfelf was 
| fuppofed to lofe ground more and more in the king’s affece 
tions. He went himfelf to the king, and expoitulated with 

- him, and fo wrought upon him, that he joined with the 


archbithop againit the reft of the commiffionets ; and the book 


_ of articles was drawn up and pafled according to Cranmer’s 


judgment, 
In this year the largeft volume of the Englifa Bible was, 


publithed, with an excellent preface of the archbifhop’s pre- 


fixed to it; and Bonner, then newly confecreated bifhop of 
London, fet up fix of them in the moft convenient places of hig 
cathedral of St. Paul’s, for the people to refort unto and read, 


‘So different were his fentiments then, from what he after- 


wards appeared in Queen Mary’s days. | 
After the fall of the lord Cromwel, archbifhop Cranmer, 

obferving the reftlefs fpirit of his adverfaries, and how they 

lay upon the wateh for an opportunity to bring him into 


trouble; thought it prudent to retire for a feafon, and to live 
in as great privacy as the duties of his ftation would permit — 
him. Notwithftanding which, his implacabie enemy, bifhop 


Gardiner, was daily contriving his ruin; and he haying pro- 


cured one Sir John Goftwicke to accufe the archbifhop in 


parliament, of encouraging novel opinions, and making 
his family a nurfery of therefy and fedition ; divers lords of the 
privy council moved the king to commit the archbifhop to the 
Tower, till enquiry fhould be made into the truth of this 
‘¢harge. 
_ The king, who perceived that there was more malice than 
truth in thefe clamours againft Craamer; one evening, under 
pretence of diverting himfelf on the water, ordered his barge 
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to be rowed to Lambeth-fide. The archbifhop’s feryants ac- 
quainting their lord of his majefty’s ng fo near, his lordfhip 
came to the water-fide, to pay his refpects to the king, and ta 
invite bim intohis palace. The king commanded the arch- 
ifhop to come into the barge, and made him fit down clofe 
_ by him; having fodone, the king began’ to complain to him, 
of the nation’s being oyer-run with herefy and new notions © 
of divinity, which he had reafon to fear might be of dangerous 
confequence, and that the faction might in time break out into | 
a civil war, and be the caufe of much blood-fhed, and the 
total ruin of many of his honeft and peaceable fubjects. “To 
prevent which, his majefty told him, he was refolyed to feek 
after the grand incendiary, and to take him off by fome 
exemplary punifhment. And then proceeded to afk the 
archbifhop what his opinion was of fuch a refolution. Tho’ 
Cranmer foon finelt the meaning of that queftion, yet he 
eel), and without the leaft appearance of concern, replied 
that his majeity’s refolution was greatly to be commended ; and 
_ and that not only the prime incendiary, but alfo the reft of the 
faétious hereticks ought to be made publick examples, to the 
terror of others: but then he cautioned the king, not to charge 
_thofe with herefy, who made the divinely-infpired {criptures 
the rule of their faith, and could prove their doctrine by clear 
teftimonies from the word of God, Upon this, the king came 
clofer, and plainly told him, he had been informed by many, 
that he was the grand herefiarch, who encouraged all this hete- 
yodoxy; and that his authority had o¢cafioned the fix articles 
to be contefted fo publickly in his proyince. The archbifhop 
modeftly replied, that he could not acknowledge himfelf to be © 
Of the Line opinion, in refpeét of thofe articles, as he had 
declared himfelf of, when the bill was paffing ; but that not- 
withftanding he was not confcious to himfelf, of having 
offended againft the a&. Then the king, putting on an air 
of pleafantry, afked him, whether his bed-chamber would 
the teit of thofe articles; the archbifhop gravely and 
ingenuouily confefied, that he was married in Germany 
during his embafly at the emperor’s-court, before his promo- 
tion to the fee of Canterbury; but, at the fame time 
_ aflured the king, that on the paffing that act, he had parted 
with his wife, and fent her abroad to her friends. His 
_anfwering thus, witheut evafion or referve, fo pleafed the 
_ king, that he now pulled off the mafk, and aflured him of 
his favour; and then freely told him of the information pre- 
fered againft him, and who they were that pretended to make 
jt good. The archbjfhop faid, that he was not afraid of the — 
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friGeft fcrutiny; and therefore was willing to fabmit himfelf 
to a legal trial, The king affured him, he would. put the 
caufe into his own hands, and truft him entirely with the 
management of it. This the archbifhop remonftrated, would 
be cenfured as partiality, and the king’s juftice called in 
queftion: but his majefty had fo ftrong an opinion of Cran- 
mer’s integrity, that he was refolved to leave it to his conduct ; 
and having farther affured him of the entire confidence he re- 
pofed in him, he difmiffed him. eo 
‘The archbifhop immediately fent down his vicar-general, 
and principal regiftrary to Canterbury, to’make a thorough 
enquiry into the affair, and trace the progrefs of this plot 
againit him. In the mean time his adverfaries importunately 
pretied the king to fend him to prifon, and oblige him to 
_anfwer to the charge of herefy. At length his majelty re- 
figned fo far to their folicitations, as to confent, that if the 
archbifhop could fairly be proved guilty of any one crime 
againft either church er ftate, he fhould be fent to prifon: in 
this the king acted the pelitician, intending, by thus feem- 
Ingly giving countenance to the profecution, to difcover 
Who were Crammer’s adverfaries, and what was the length 
of their defign againft him. At midnight he fent a gentle- 
man of his privy chamber to Lambeth, to fetch the arch- 
bifhop ; and when he was come, told him, how he had been 
_ gaily importuned to commit him to prifon, as a fauter of 
herefy; and how far he had complied.. The archbifhop 
thanked his majefty forthis timely notice, and declared him-— 
{elf willing to go to prifon, and ftand a trial; for being con- 
‘ {cious that he was not guilty of anv offence, he thought that 
_ the beft way to clear his innocence, and remove all unreafoa- 
and groundlefs fufpicions. 
The king admiring his fimplicity, told him, he was in the 
“wrong to rely fo muchon his innocence ; for if he were once | 
under a cloud, and hurried to prifon, there would be villains 
€nough to fwear any thing againft him; but while he was at. 
Jiberty, and his chara&ter intire, it wonld not be fo eafy to 
-fuborn witneffes againft him. |“ And therefore, (continued 
_ he,) fince your unguarded fimplicity makes you lefs cautious 
than you ought to be, I will fuggeft to you the means of 
your prefervation. ‘To-morrow you will be fent for to the 
privy council, and ordered to prifon; upon this you are to 
peur that fince you have the honour to be one of the 
oard, you 4 be admitted urtto the council, and the in-- 
formers againft you brought face to face; and then if you 


cannot clear yourfelf, you are willing to go to prifon: if this 
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geafonable raqueft is denied you, appeal to me, and give 
them this fign, that you have my authority for fo doing.” 
Then the king took a ring of a great value off his finger, 
gave it tothe archbifhop, and difmifled him. 
The next morning the archbifhop was fummoned to the 
privy council ; and when he came there, was denied admit- 
‘tance into the council chamber. When Dr. Butts, one of 
the king’s phyficians, heard of this, he came to the archbifhop, 
who was waiting in the lobby amongft the footmen, to fhew_ 
his refpect, and to protect him from infults, The king foon 
after fending for the dotor, he acquainted his majefty with the 
fhameful indignity put upon the archbifhop. The king, 
incenfed, that the Primate of all England fhould be ufed in fo 
-eontumelious a manner, immediately fent to command them 
to admit the archbifhop into the counci! chamber. A_ his 
entrance he was faluted with an heavy accufation, of having 
infected the whole realm with herefy ; and commanded to the 
Tower, till the whole of this charge was thoroughly exa- 
mined. ‘The archbifhop defired to fee the informers againit 
_ him, and to have the liberty of defending himfelf before the 
council, and not to be fent to prifon on bare fufpicion. Buf 
when this was abfolutely denied him, and fiading that nei- 
ther arguments or intreaties would prevail, he appealed to 
_ the king; and producing the ring he had given him, put a> 
ftop to their proceedings. Whenthey came before the king, 
he feverely reprimanded them, expatiated on his obligations 
to Cranmer for his fidelity and integrity ; and Mtacd them, — 
_ ifthey had any affection for him, to exprefs it, by their love 
_ arid Kindnefs to the archbifhop. Cranmer having efcaped 
the fnare, never fhewed the leaft refentment for the injuries 
done him; and from this time forwards had fo great a fhare 
in the king’s favour, that nothing was attempted againft 
him. 
 "Thefe troubles of the good archbifhop are fomewhat dife 
ferently related by Dr. Burnet and Mr, Strype; but I rather 
chufe to follow archbifhop Parker’s account, who living in 
thofe times, muft be allowed a much better authority, in- 
things of this nature, than any who live at fo great a 
-diftance. 
The archbifhop’s vicar-general and regifter, being found 
negligent and dilatory, the king fent Dr. Lee privately to 
Canterbury, to examine into this confpiracy againft the arch- 
bifhop, and make his report of what he could difcover. Ona 
{trict enquiry, he found letters from bifhop Gardiner’s fecre- 
tary, by which it appeared, that the prelate had been the 
principal 
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fincipal promoter of this profecution againft Cranmer. 
hen the bifhop of Winchefter perceived, that his defigns 
- againft the archbifhop were detected, fearing te confequence, 
he wrote him avery humble penitent letter, in which he ac= 
knowledged himfelf to have been guilty of great folly in, 
giving creditto thofe flanderous reports, which were raifed 
againit the archbifhop, as if he had been a favourer of he~ 
‘refy and falfe doctrines ; declaring, that he was now nie Sef 
fatisfied, that thefe accufations where wholly falfe and ground 
lefs ; afking parden in moft fubmiffive and affectionate terms 
for his great rafhnefs and undutifulnefs, and promifing all 
future obedience and fidelity to the archbifhop, whom he 
{tiled his good and gentle father. On the reception of this 
letter, the archbifhop, laying afide all refentment againft 
him, refolved to forget what was paft; and faid, fince 
Gardiner called him father, he weuld prove a father to him 
indeed: and when the king would have laid the bifhop of 
Winchefter’s letter before the Houfe of Lords, Cranmer 
prevailed with him, not to givethe biithop any trouble about it, 
but let the matter drop. 
The fame lenity he fhowed towards Do€tor Thornton, 
the fuffragan of Dover, and Doctor Barbar ; who though 
entertained in his family, and entrufted with his fecrets, 
and indebted to him for many favours, had ungratefully con- 
fpired with Gardiner, to take away his life. When he firft 
difcovered their treachery, he took thtm afide into his ftudy, 
and telling them that he had been bafely and falfely abufed. ad 
fome, in whom he had always repofed the greateft confi- 
dence, defired them to advife him, how he thould behave 
himfelf towards them. They not fufpecting to be concerned 
in the queftion, replied, that fuch vile abandoned villains 
ought to be profecuted with the utmoft rigour ; nay, deferved — 
to die without mercy. At this the archbifhop lifting up his 
hands to heaven, cried out, “* merciful God, whom maya 
man truft !” and then pulling out of his bofom the letters, by 
which he had difcovered their treachery, aiked them if they 
knew thofe papers. When they faw their own letters pro- — 
duced againft them, they were in the utmoft confufion,and 
' falling down on their knees, humbly fued for forgivenefs. 
‘The archbifhop told them, that he forgave them, and would 
«pray for them ; but that they muft not expe& him ever to 
‘truft them for the future. | 
_ And now [ am upon this fubje€t of the archbifhop’s 
readinefs to forgive and forget injuries, I cannot but take 
notice of a pleafant ftory which happened fome time before 


this ; 
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_ ghis: the archbifhop’s firft wife, whom he married at Carit< 
- bridge, lived at the Dolphin inn; and he often reforted © 

thither on that account ; the Popifh party had raifeda ftory; 

that he was an oftler of that inn, and never had the beneht 

of a learned education. This idle ftory a Yorkfhire prieft | 

liad with great confidence afferted in an ale-houfe, which he 
ufed to frequent ; railing at the archbifhop, and faying that 

he had nomore learning a goofe. Some of the parifhs 
who had a refpeét for Cranmer’s character, informed-the pia 
Cromwell of this; who immediately fent for the prieft, and 

€ommitted him to the Fleet prifon. When he had been 
there nine or ten weeks, he fent a reiation of his to the 

archlbfhop, to beg his pardon, and humbly fue to him for a 

difeharge. ‘The archbifhop initantly fent for him; and after 

gentle reproof, afked the pricft, whether he knew him? to 
which he anfwered no; the archbifhop expoftulated with him, 
why he fhould then make fo free with his character. The 
prieft excufed himfelf by his being in drink: but this, Cran- 
mer told him, was a double fault; and then let him to know, 
that if he hada mind otry what a fcholar he was, he fhould 
have liberty to oppofe him, in whatever fcience he pleafed. 

‘The prieft humbly afked his pardon, and confeffed himflf to ~ 
be very ignorant, and to underftand nothing but his mother- 
tongue. “ No doubt then, faid Cranmer, you are well 

verfed in the Englifh bible, andcan anfwer any queftion out 

of that: pray tell me who was David’s father?” The prieft 
ftood ftill a-while, ‘to confider; but at Jaft told the arch- 
bifhop, he could not recollect his'name. “ Tell me then, 
fays Cranmer, who was Solomon’s father?” The poor 
prieft replied, that he had no {kill i. genealogies, and couid 
nottell. Then the archbifhop advifed him to frequent ale- 
houfes lefs, and his ftudy more ; and admonifhed him, not to 

-accufe others for want ef learning, ail he was mafter of fome 

himéelf, difcharged him out of cuftody, and fent him home 

_ Thus much may fuffice concerning the clemency and 

charitable forgiving temper of the archbifhop. He was 

_ much blamed by many for his too great lenity ; which, it was 
thought, encouraged the Popifh faction to make fiefh at- 
tempts againft him. The king, obferving their implacable 

hatred towards him, andthe perils to which he was expofed, 
on account of the zeal, for the’ reformation of thofe abufes, 
under which the church groaned, changed his coat of arms; 

- from three Cranes, to three Pelicans ; thereby intimating to 

him, that he muit, like the Pelican, fhed his blood for his — 
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foiritual children’s benefit, if it fhould pleafe God to call — 


him thereto. On Jan. 28th, 1546, the king died, and was 


fucceeded by his only fen Edward, who reigned till July 


1583. Onthe death of Edward, Mary came to the throne, 
in whofe reign; the archbifhop, for his teftimony and faith- 
ful endeavours to maintain the truth, againft the abominations 
of popery, fuffered martyrdom. | 


SERMONS AND 


THE INSTRUCTION OF THE RISING GENERATION IN 
THE PRINCIPLES OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION 


RECOMMENDED. | 
(Concluded from page 427.) 


Bur while the utility of catechifms is infifted on, as furs 
rifhing the memory with an invaluable treafure of divine 


Enowlecars and prefenting a rich repaft of the nobleft ideas 
rom year to year, as the mind is enlarged to receive and 


comprehend them ; to reft in the mere learning of the words — 


of a catechifm, however excellent, is a very defective mode 
of inftruction. The catechifm fhould be explained; every 
queftion and anfwer fhould be broken into fmall pieces; and 
the truths prefented in different words, and in a different 
. Nor is this all: the fcriptures fhould be brought into 
view: they fhould’ be read; they fhould be expounded; 
felect paflages fhould be got by heart ; and the {cholars fhould. 
be taught to venerate the word of God as the fountain of 
knowledge, to love it as the beft of books, and to meditate on 
it all the days of their life. _Never can teachers too earneftly 
urge it on their fcholars, “ This book is to be your inftru&tor, 


your counfellor, your phyfician, and your comforter: it 


_ will guide you to eternal glory.” 


At the famé.time they fhould be -warned againft the too 

- common fins of lying, fwearing, difhonefty, difobedience to 
parents, &c. and enjoined to fanétify the Lord’s day, ‘to 
attend on public worfhip, to learn hymns, and fing the 
praifes of God, to fpeak the truth, to be upright in their con- 
duct, and to attend to every good work, that they may adorn 
the doctrine of God their Saviour in all things, And if the 
‘duties of the different relations in which they are or may be 


placed, and the various focial virtues raifed on the foundation. 
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of chriftian principles, be frequently bkeld up toview, and 
commended to their obfervance, the moft beneficial confe~ 
quences will be found to refult from it. se 

~ But where fhall teachers be found for thefe fchools ? There 
lies the difficulty, will many fay. "Fhat fuch may be found, 
will certainly be allowed : it is indeed of the laft moment that 

they be qualified for the arduous fervice. __ a 
_ ‘Thofe who are ignorant of chriftianity, how much foever 
they may know of other things, are neceflarily excluded. 
To employ them in fuch an office is to defeat the end pro- 

_ pofed. Nor are perfons deftitute of the fpirit of religion, 
eae aga Oe know it in theory, fit to be engaged as 
teachers. hey may teach for hire, but not with affe@ion ; 
and how muth depends on that! Deftitute of the chriftian 
temper themfelves, how can they fpeak with wifdom and- 

with feeling on what they never experienced, and on what 

they defpife | 

Phe grand fadical qualfication required is, that they be 

the difciples of Chrift. Among them doubtlefs will be found 

_bundance of teachers. ‘The minifters of Chrift, will they 
-notfeel the obligations to perform a fervice fo important to 
their Mafter’s caufe? Are there not in moft congregations 

private chriftians of judgment and experience in the thin 

yod, well qualified for the work? Can there not be founds 

a confiderable number of pious women who haye leifure from 

- @omeftic employments to promote the ends of fuch an infti- 
tution? How many young perfons of both fexes who have 
been trained up themfelves in the ways of religion,, would: res © 
joice to unite in the caufe! May there not be added to the 
ift, not a few rich difciples of Jefus, and*fuch as hold emi-. 
nent {tations im the world, who will cheerfully come forward 
to the help of the friends of the rifing generation? In every 
religious fociety, although the members may be much 
engaged in bufinefs; might not five or fix perfons unite in 
this good defign? Befides, focieties might be formed-te 
promote the religious inftruction of children; to patronife 
the extenfive carrying on of the work; to furnifh books and 
whatever is neceflary in places where the people have not 
friends to procure them for themfelves, and to defray the ne- 
¢eflary expences of the fchool. A central fociety might be — 
indtituted in London to co-operate with thofe in the country 5 
and thus be a bond of union in the glorious work. 

_ ToJay down rules for the management of fchools appears. 

, unneceflary. There willbe a variety in the mode, arifing 

from circunftances. Wherea (chool is formed, anda con- 
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- fiderable number of children atterd at the fame time and 
place, a moderate fhare of underitanding will fuffice to point 
out apioper method of proceeding. To hear them repeat 
the catechf{;, and paflages of icripture, and what they 
remember of the fermons of the day; to explain and to con- 
&rin the truths in a fimple manner, and to endeavour to 
imprefs them on the heart! to dire them to find out at 
home texts of Scripture to prove important doctrines, to 
unite in finging hymns of praife, and to join together in, 
peazss to God for his bleffing, is all that can be delired. 
But the fetting up ef rezular fchools is not the only way 
of furthering the defign. Some good men will call the 
children of the neighbourhood into their houfes, and inftruct 
them at their hours of leifure. The father of a family will 
render great fervice by catechiling the kittle ones of ignorant 

- meighbours along with his own. A _mafter may fee the pro- 
priety of teaching the children of his fervants. A good 
awoman inay appoint an’ hour or two in the week for giving , 

information to ten or twelve neglected boys and girls. 

! Another may pay attention to an orphan cinid. « A pious 

young lady may be prevailed on to take charge of two or three 

dittle girls, or even encreafe the number. In fhort, what is 

propoted in this eflay is to enlarge as much as poifible the 
| {phere of. action, and to fet every friend of religion to 

i To what extent.the plan may be carried depends on the 
exertions of the difciples of Jefus. With but a moderate 
ifplay of Chriitian zeal, it may, without exaggeration, be 
computed thst 200,000 children, who are now growing up 
in Pagon darkneis will receive the knowledge of the principles 
of the Goipel. if the great would lead the way, double the 
number may be trained up inthefear ofGod. 

Enough has been faid to demonttrate the importance, 
meceffity, reafonablenefs, facility, and mode of inftructing 
the rifing generation in the principles of religion. Let the 

_difciples of Jefus lay the fubject ferioufly to heart. Be 

“What fubjeét more impeiioufly claims it? A-faying df 
Pericles, whien the youth of Athens were flain in battle, 
has been much admired for it’s juftnefs : *¢ that it was the lofs 
of the fpring in nature.”” If there be no buds’and blofioms 
then, there will be no fruit in autumn. Ignorant youth is 
like a bad fpring when blight has killed the bleffoms and the 

_ caterpillar has devoured every green leaf: the year ends in 
barrennefs. Such as the young people of a country are, will 
the active partof fociety, and the aged ufyally be. A pious 
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youth is likely to be fucceeded bya wife and virtuous man- 
food, and by a pious and venerable old age. Follow the 
perfon into eternity ; and how aftonifbingly is the magnitude 
of the object encreafed. 
_ To view the neglect, the dreadful neglect of the rifing 
generation in times _paft, is a heart rending tafk. The di- 
iciples of Jefus were furrounded with multitudes of little 
eatures growing up in total ignorance. They knew the 
country was filled with them in every quarter; they were 
convinced that fuch muft perifh for lack of knowledge ; yet 
nothing was done te procure a general change. Good people 
taught their own children, and left others to perifh. La- 
mentable indeed it is indeedit is, that this fhould ever be the _ 
cafe! Where was Chriftian piety. Where was the zeal of 
the followers of the lamb? It has been fo for generations 
paft: but has it not been fo teolong? Should it continue fo 
- for another year? and, eught any neglected child to be able to 
lift up it’s voice in the language of unavailing complaint: 
« No mancareth for my fouls”? Should not the view of paft — 
negligence, while it makes us blufh for our negligence, ftimu- 
late us to exert ourfelves with all diligence, for the time to come? 
~ ‘There is, however, occafion to rejoice, that of late God has 
put into the hearts of his people, to attempt in this way to 
promote the interefts of the Redeemer’s Kingdom. Much, 
yery much has been done in Scotland? and the Sabbath 
{chools there, are fo widely extending themfelves,.as to pro- 
mife a copliderable degree of national beneft and public 
reformation. In England a very pleafing beginning has 
been made in many places, and fuccefs beyond what could 
have been expected, has attended the pious labours; but ftill 
jt is only a beginning: it is the wave fheaf prefented to 
_ Jehovah: the full harveft is yet to be gathered in. Let every 
one gird himfelf, take uphis fickle, and begintareap, = 
~ Munifters of Chrift, ye, to whom Jefus has faid, “ Feed 
my lambs,” let your zeal appear. In every good work you 
fhould go before the flock. Go before them here. Do what 
you can yourfelves in teaching and fet a pattern for others to 
follow. Letthem fee you furrounded by the younger part 
of your Congregation, and any that will attenc When 
ou do thus, you can, with a good grace, call upo: others to 
hep forward to your affiflance, and to pity thofe who have 
_ Chriftians of eminence for knowlege: judgment, zeal, 
and ftanding in the church, to whom Ged has given the 
tongue of the learned, here is an object for your zeal ; here 
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isa theatre for your fpiritual wifdom. ‘There are hundreds 
around you of poor hel plefs orphans, at leaft in this refpect, 
that they have neither father nor mother who can teach them 
_ the knowledge of God. They cry to you for pity. Shall 
they cry invain? Shut not up your bowels of compaffion 
Pious young men, who haye been well taught both by 
‘God and man, and have known early the facred Scriptures, 
here is a fuitable employment for you. Does it feem too 
great for you to undertake? [Let three or four unite and 
begin afchool ; or, if you prefer it, affociate one or two of 
tiper years, that you may blend the judgment and fteadinefs 
of age with the ardour and affection ofyouth, = = 
Devout women, ye too are called on to the work of the 
Lord; ye are intreated meekly todifpenfe the milk of divine 
truth to babes. Nature has taught you to pity poor helplefs 
children, whom you fee deftitute of maternal care ; and does 
- not grace teach you, O mothers in Ifrael! to feel for the 
deftitute condition of thofe who never had a parent todifplay 
tenderemotions of fpiritnal affection? Could not fome of 
you teach afchool of girls? Could not others pay attention 
to the children of their fervants or a fewneighbours? Could 
not thofe who have much to do, yet be the inftruétors of one 
helplefs child? for one is an important object—it has an im- 
Young females, who have been early taught of God, hete 
-isemployment for you too. Your affe€tionate tendernefs 
gives you a peculiar fitnefs for the work. Many of you have 
influence; undertake the pleafing, theugh arduous tafk. - 
Account it an honour to be employed in his fervice ; look up 
to him for aid ; he will help you, and crown your endeavours 
Rich difciples of Jefus, you are called on to aid this good © 
work. Your wealth gives you influence and opportunities of 
being ufeful. Employ it for God. Let the rifing generation 
have your active labours. Aflift with your opulence, and 
relieve the wants of the needy. A decent garment will pre- 
-yail on the ‘poor fcholar to attend with pleafure, and will 
‘convince him you regard his prefent comfort, before he is 
fenfible you are feeking hisfelicity, Ina variety of ways you 
have it in your power to fecure the children’s good-will, and 


engage them to liften to yourcounfel. 

Above all, Parents, this fubject claims your moft ferious 
confideration. In giving you children, God has given you — 
aehasge of infinite importance, to which is annexed the 
molt 
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moft awful refponfibility. The reflection-that immortal fouls 
are entrufted to yourcare, and that you muft give an account © 
of your ftewardihip at the judgment day, may well roufe the 

moit carelefs from his flumbers. Hear the voice of Jehovah 
himfelf {peaking to you both in the Old Teftament and inthe 
New. By his fervant Mofes, he thus addreffes parents 
under the ancient difpenfation, Deut. vi. 6, 7. “ Thefe 
words which I command thee—thou fhalt teach diligently 
unto thy children, and fhalt talk of them when thou fitteft 
~ gn thine houfe, and when thou walkeft by the way, and when 


thou lieft down, and when thou rifeft up.”—The fpirit of ~ 


Jefus under the New, delivers the fame injunction by the 
apoftle Paul. Eph. vi. 4. “ Ye fathers, provoke not your 
childrento wrath; but bring them up in the nurture and. 
admonition of the Lord.” King Solomon writing by the 
fame authority, enforces the command by a powerful motive, 
Prov. xxii. 0. % ‘Train upachild in the way he fhould go; 


when he is old, he will not depart from it.” Set the 


before you ; they unite in ce eeu the magnitude of the 
duty to which you are called. The work of inftruction 
fhould commence as foon as the infant mind is capable of re- 
ceiving it; andcontinue from year to year, united with, and 
enforced by,example, precept, reftraint, and prayer. All is 
to be done under the influence of this confideratien, that 
ou are training up immortal fouls for an eternal ftate. 
Foes ye, O parents, difcharged your duty thus ; and are you 
ftill thus difcharging it? If conicience teftimony that 
you are, blefs God who has enabled you to be faithful; and 
_ perfevere with renewed vigour and affection, and with de- 
ence.on him for his bleffing. Haveany parents become — 


command of God, and the worth of your children’s fouls 


lukewarm, though they continue .their inftruction ; Should 


immortal fouls be treated fo? Dull formality here, how 
incongruous and fhocking! Cry to God for mercy. Some 
may. be fatished’ with their children learning acatechi{m by 
rote, and confider all is done. But is this a rational in- 
ftruction in the principles of Chriftianity It is but the 
fhadow of inftruction. But many parents muft ftand cone 
by their own confciences, that they have neglefted the 
religious inilru@tion of their children; aud that their anxiety 
for their eternal falvation is not to be compared to what they 
feel for their temporal welfare. How will they anfwer to 
God for their negleét? How thankful for the help which is 
proffered, fhould fuch perfous be! let them embrace it, and 
fecond it with all their authority, and all their Aine’ 
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and thetr children to all eternity. 

Liftento the word of exortation, all ye difciples of Jefusy 
whom he hath animated with love to precious fouls; and let it 
produce the peaceable fruits of righteoufnefs. Ye fay, “ we 
are not our own, but his.” Remember then that you are 
bound to glorify him in your bodys in your which 
are his, 

Has he beftowed on you g de to be ufeful to your fellow. 
- ereatures? For what purpofe were they beftowed ? to pleafe 
yourfelv ? to make you appear fuperior to others? to gra 
tify pride? No, but that you may glorify God, and promote 
the happinefs of your neighbour, Why does God intrufte 
man with five talents ? Is it thathe may fquander them away, 
or hide them ina napkin ?: Is it not, that he may gain five 


may be made a bleffing to others. Is Paul endued with a 
rich variety of gifts and graces? he felt himfelf on this ac- 
count a debtor to Jew and Gentile, to Greek and Barbarian, 
to bond and. free. Does Jefus himfelf appear as the on! 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth! It is that 
in him all the families of the earth may be bleffed. Let the 
fame mind be in you which was in thefe ancient believers, 
and in Chrift himfelf. Remember that whoever has the power 
to do gaod, hasa call to do good, from him who vn the 
power ; obey his voice, and let him not obferve you flochfub 
fervants, ‘The caufe admits not of delay. 
Befides the motives arifing from the worth of fouls, which 
are common to every age, “fhould not: the warnings which 


talents nos Is Abraham blefled of Jehovah? it is that he | 


God, in the awful difpen(ations of his Providence, has fpoken 


in thunder to every man who has cars to hear, and wer to 
~perteive, be liftened to with reverence. 
_ Whence came that confufion and diftrefs of nations which 
have oc¢afioned fuch perplexity in the world, and mademen’s 
hearts to fail them for fear? Whence the miultit plied miferies 
which have fpread themfelves far and wide on the face of the 
earth? bas apa who leok at inferior caufes only, will aferibe 
it, fome to one thing, others to another. But trace the evil 
to it’s fource, and it will be found to originate in ignorance 
and wickednefs. ‘Whence thefe wars and fightings? Came 
they n fays God, the maker and judge of man, even from 
your lufts which war tn your members, and from thofe evil 
paflions which ignorance and wickednefs have engendered 
and nourifhed. Andin whatever proportion thefe prevail in 


any country, they threaten {trife, confufion, mifery, and- 
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They may have reafon to rejoice in thefe advantages, they 
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every evil wore The juftnefs of this reafoning ts confirmed 
by mournful fats. Here the Bifhop of Killaloe, ina fer- 
mion he preached before the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, on 
the 29th of November, 1798. After defcribing the miferies 
of that devoted country, he adds, * I will no longer dwell 
upon thofe painful refle&tions, but draw from them the fol< | 
lowing conclufion, that all the evils which we have fuffered, 
- we have drawn upon ourfelves by neglecting, as we have 
done, the morals and religion of the people; and that if we 
do not actively and imauediatel turn from that way, we but 
ftpone the hour of deftruction.’”” Hethen recommends the 
difcuffion of knowledge and inftruGtion as the remedy for the 
_  difeafe, of which ignorance was the firft caufe. Follow his 
-counfel ; and where can you better begin the work than with 
Thefe motives receive peculiar force from the fhortnefs 
and uncertainty of your continuance in a prefent world. | 
There may remain but a {mull portion of he for you to. 
glorify God and to do good to precious fouls. Confider how 
little has been done in time paft, and what poor blufhing re- 
Hections the review of your life will furnifh through eternity. 
_And fhould not this ftimulate to every exertion you can pof- 
fibly make for teaching the ftatutes of Jehovah, and the grace’ 
of Chrift to the rifling generation? | 
Let every heart then be lifted up in prayer ce fuccefs : let 
every hand take hold of the plough to break up the fallow © 
ground ; and the fower fellow with the precieus feed of evan- 
gelicaltruth. ‘The harveflt may indeed not be juft at hand, 
mor the effects of your labour immediately feen. But, though 
flows they are fure and permanent, and delightful beyond ex- 
prefion. You may therefore go forth with joy, for the 
mountains and the hills fhall break forth before you into fing- 


1 ing, and all the trees of the fields fhall clap their hands, 


To conclude.. If the plan be adopted bY all good men, and 
ued tothe extent to which it may eafily be-carried, there — 

is lide reafon to doubt but that, in the fpace of twenty years, 
it’s beneficial effects will be feen and felt ina manner fo Liat 
ant as we can now feareely conceive. Our country will have 
a larger portion of truly intelligent, good, and virtuous inha- 
bitants, than itever yet could boaft of: fociety, more induf- 
trious; benevolent, profperous, and happy members; the 
church of the Redeemer a far greater number of judicious and 
exemplary Chriftians than England ever faw; and know- 
edge, virtue,and piety, extend to a degree which they never 
Happy is the people; that is in a cafe 
yea, happy is that people whofe God is the Lord.” or 
| | 
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Questions: PROPER FOR STUDENTS IN 


VINITY, &c. 


Earne/fily recommended to young Minifters, and Candidates for 


Quefi 


the Minifiry of every 


tons of Miisins Importance, fur Students in Divinity, 


Frequently to put to therr own Confciences. 


WHAT was my great defign, in devoting myfelf to ftudy 


for the 
‘purfuin 


iniftry, and what is my mar view and purpote in 
it! 


Have I entirely given up myfelf to our Lord Jefus Chrift, 


nifter ? 
Dol 


asa that | 


may be fitter to become a faithful mi< 


very day feek direation and blediing from God, in all 


my, {tudies for this end ? 
In labouring after knowledge. in humane feiences, rae 


always make the fervice of Chrift, in the miniftry, my fu- 


preme d 
better ac 
count of 
Note, 


guard {ti 


efign, either that I may be better fitted for Ms Or 
cepted in it? 

purfue my ftudies daily, as one that mutt give an ac~ 
my time, and of all my advantages ? 

Thefe two queftions, put clofe to the heart, will 


dents againft idlenefs, or againft walting too much of 


their time, in any favourite human ftudy. 
- How many hours have'l fpent this day in ftudy, or Fp the 


 purfuit of knowledge, allowing that great maxim, “ Bené 
 oraffe eft bene ftuduife.” 


To pray well is to ftudy well. 


Do I |pacfee practical divinity, as well as the knowledge of 


doétrine 
Am 


by every 


and controverfies 
folicitous that. 


foul may grow in grace, 
increaling degree o 


chriftian knowledge, that fo I 


may to others; what my own foul has known. Py 


per lence 


chufe n my company by their as well as by 
their ingenuity and learning? 

DoT take conftant care to avoid all company, may 
be dangerous to my morals, er to my ftudies ? 

_ Havel been in any company this week, or this day, whale 
by [ .have gotten any gone or done, to 


others ? 


Have I indulged my felf i in. any thing this week, or this day, 


whereby my foul has been put out of frame ” evening 
worthip? 
Vou. 44 Bhave 
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~ Havel fuffered nothing to carry away my heart from God, 
{fo as to make me neglect or perform it in a flight 
or carelefs manner ! Vwi 
Do I watch againft all evil appetites and ffions, and en- 
deavour to fubdue them early, that I may be fitter to teach 
others to doit ! 

Do I ever take any proper adiiliend in my difcourfe, to 
make fome eflay towards the converfion or edification of 
fouls, as preparatories for my future miniftry 2 


HL. in the of Divinity, proper to be propofed 


to Students, in their Examination, in order to preach. 


WHAT arguments have you to prove the exiftence of 
God? and the creation of the world by him ?. | 
How are his various perfeétions to be demonftrated, viz. his 


eternity, his unity, his immutability, power; ‘witdom, 


goodnefs, truth, 
How is the light of nature proved infullidient to give folid 
hope to finful creatures, and the Tight of grace or divine reve= 
lation neceflary? 
_ How are the fcriptures evidenced to be the word of God, 
both the old Teftament and the new? 
_. How can you prove the faithful aereyente of them to our 
age? 
"Was man at firft created righteous and holy, and what are 
the proofs of it ? 
; What was the covenant of works under which man was 
ereated at firft? 


How is the fall of Adam, the firft man, proved to reach his 


pofterity? Or what are the evidences of original fin imputed, 
and original fininherent? = 


What is the covenant of grace? or wha way of falvation has 
‘God appointed for fallen man? 
Who, or what is Jefus Chrif our Saviout?) | 
_ »\ How doth it appear that Chrift is both God and man} or 
| oe ae is true man in ineffable union with the truc and eternal 
What are the tranfaStions afigned to God the Father i in the 
covenant of grace! 


. What is the dofrine of predeftination, or of election of per- 


fons to falvation ? And how may it be proved? 
How do 


is the truc Mefliah: 


What 


you prove the Meffiah is Sone ; and that Jefus 
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the execution of his various offices? | 
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What a re the characters sad offices afigned to. Chrift, i in the 


edvenant of grace; or what are the ways, whereby he Payee, 
{inners ? 


In what fenfe, are Adam and Chrift the general heads of 


death and life? 


What is the covenant of redemption madé with Chit | 
foundation of the world? 


"Who, or what is the fpirit of God? 
-How may his deity be proved? 


What offices are afligned to the holy funit in ‘this covenant 


grace! 


W hat are the feveral difpenfations of the covenant of grace 


viz. to Adam, Noah, Abraham, Mofes ? 


What were the chief emblems or feals under thefe feveral 
difpenfations ? 


What a the chief defigns of the Mofaical covenant, or 
God's difpenfation towards ths Jews f 
What is prefigured by feveral of the chief ty pes, viz. the 


{t, the tabernacle, the facrifices, the walhings, the 
he promifed land, &c. ? 

Hew isthe divine Colman dit of Mofes to be proved ? 

Was the Mofaical covenant, a covenant of works, ora 
venant of grace? Or was it neither ? Or was it both j ; | 
What was the defign of fo many prophets coming after 
Mofes, fince they inftituted no new religion ? : 

What is the true account or defcription of «he gofp el, as ree 
vealed by Chrift? Or what is the chriftian difpenfation ? 

How its the divine commiffion of our Lord Jefus Chrift 
proved? What are the internal or external evidences of 
chriftianity ? 


What are the feveral ftates chraagh which Chrift paffed in 


Of fo ufes are the incarnation, life and death, the refur- 


reCtion and glorification of Chrift, in our religion ? 
- What are the chief differences between the covenant of 
works, and the covenant of grace? _ ho 


What arethe chief differences between the Jewith difpenfa- 
tion, and the chriftian difpenfation ea 


What are the bleflings promifed in the covenant of 


grace? 


viz. regeneration, vocation, juftification, adoption, fanétifi- 


cation, | p2rfeverance, and plorificatinas and how are they 
defcribed? 


What are finners to do, in order to ‘partake of the bleffings 
of the gofpel ? 
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How would | vou defcribe faith in ‘Chrift,, ‘repentance to- 
wards God, and fincere — or univerfa holinefs 1 in the 
plaineft manner ? 

What are our chief duties to God, to our neighbour, and» 
cristina ? Mere will come in all the fingle or perfonal virtues © 
of temperance, patience, &c. the focial virtues of love, juttice, 
truth, faithfulnefs, &e. as well as the divine virtues of gocli- 
nefs, 

are our duties to to itferions to equals ? 

‘Here will come in the duties of a magifiiate, a a father, a 
mafter, &c. a fubject, a child, a fervant, a neighbour, a 
friend, a brother, &c. 

What are the chief motives to engage us to practife thefe 
duties, drawn from reafon and from 
What are the chief parts of divine worfhip 
is prayer? and in whofe name, by whofe aid 

muft it be performed 
When may forms of prayer be lawful, and when hurtful 
Is there any fabbath, or a day of reft and woifhip, con- 
tinued under the gofpe! ! ; and how is it proved? 
What are the chriftian facramonts | 4 Are they figns or feals, 
or both 
is the nature defign of chriftian baptifm ? 
infants be baptfed P andwhy? 
Is of the whole body neceffaryi? 
Is the Lord’s {upper an explatory facrifice? or is it merely 
memorial of Chrift’s death? or is it rather a or {eal of 
the covenant of grace? 

Is it to be adminiftered to perdi who make a mere verbal 
profeffion of Chrilt, without fome evidences of converfion and 
repentance 
_ What is the church of Chrit both invifible and vilible ; 
univerfal and particular } ? 

In what manner is a vifible Lhupch to He formed and go- 
yerned i in general? and what are the chief officers in it? 

How are the members of the church to be punifhed, if they 
are refractory againit the or the laws of 
Chrift ? 


What will be the conclufion of all thefe difpenfations of God 
towards men ? 


How may the laft judgment day be proved as a thing 
pertain? 


How is the rebisrbileibaces of the body to be evidenced ? 


Does the fou] fleep at death till the refurrection? or does it 
mmediatel y enter intoa ltate of or sifery ae 
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What are the chief glories « of heaven ? ? or what i is the final 
happinefs of the faints ? | 

W hat are the chief parts of the mifery of the wicked, in the 
world to come ? 

What are the chief er of the eternity of future rewards 
and punifhments ? 
_ And, indeed, on every one of thefe heads, it is prober to 
enquire what are the chief icriptanes that are ufed to a 
thefe doctrines. 
Hil. P ralical and cafuiftical for Cand: dates of the 
Minifiry, and young Preachers: | 


IN what manner would you addrefs ftupid fianereh’ in 
order to awaken them to a fenfe of fin and by 
reafon and by tc.ipture? | 

How would you convince a fober man that he has no fufhi- 
cient righteoutnefs of his own to yey him before God, by 
reafon and by fcripture ? 

would you give one that! is awakened to a 
fenfe of fin, and begins to enquire the way of falvation? . — 

By what motives would you excite and haften | delaying 
{inners to fecure theireternal f{tate? | 

What encouragements would you give to one who is over- 
whelmed with a fenfe of the greatncis, the multitude and age 
gravation of his fins, in orderto keep him from defpair? 

How would you reprefent Chrift as an{wering ail the wants 
of perifhing finners? 

t. How would you g cuard young creatures, againft the danger 
of evil company ? | 

In what manner would you direét perfons, who com- 
plain of the power and prevalence of fpecial fins or temp- 
tations P 

By what methods would you fortify youth againft Diame and 
{cofing, when they refolve upon religion in good earneft? 
_ What fort of perfuaiions would you ufe to > lead a perfon to 
public worfhip, who comptains he finds no benefit by it? 

How would you excite negligent perfons, who are ir 
years, to take care of their fouls and their eternal intereft a 

W hat would you fay, to encourage thofe, who are diligent 
in ee yar of religion, but complain they feel no pleature 
in it? 

How would you comfort ferious chriftians under darknels 
who fear God is departed from them ? 

How may perfons be recovered, who have backilidden 
from practices ef picty, and are grown carelefs ? 
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How would you fupport thofe, who are . under long oute 
.' ward trials, and encourage them to perfevere in patience? 


What would you fay to relieve the forrows of thofe who are 
mourning under fome prefent huge affliction ? 

How would you perfuade thofe who quarrel, to be recon- 

etled ? and particularly, fuch as. differ about principles and 


opinions in religion ? 


How may warm paflionate perfons be direéted to fubdue 


their paffions ? 
What encouragement would you g 
rainft the fears of dying ? 


death? 


give to timorous chriftians 


How would you arene doubting chriftians for approaching 


Perhaps, it might not be an 1 improper for ftudents, 
+ gn the laft part of their academical ftudies, to write Ictters of 
 chriftian advice to perfons under all thefe circumitances, or 
at leaft to write down anfwers to all thefe et to be pe- 
rufed and corrected By) their tutors, 


Iv. proper for young Minipers to put te 


Titus. 


| SECTIO 


the Epi to and 


N 


Of faithfulnefs in the Miniftry. 


DO I fincerely pive myfe LES to the miniltry of the word,” 
A@s vi. 4. anddo 1 defign to make it the chief bufinefs of 


my life to ferve Chritt i in his golpel, 
of men? 
Dol refolve icin the aids of 


fin order to the fal vation 


grace, to be faith- 


ful tohim who hath put me into the miniftry,” and to “take 


heed to the miniftry which I have 


received in the Lord that 


1 may fulfil it?” y Tim.i. 12. Col. iv. 17. / 


Do ] honeftly and faithfully 


endeavour by ftudy and 


prayer toknow “the truth as it isin Jefus?” Eph. iv. 21. 


and dol feek.my inftruction chiefly 


turcs, which are able to make me wi 
the faith that is in Chrift, that I ma 
unto every good word and work? 


Do “ I hold faft the form of found words,” as far as I have 


Jearned them of Chrift and his apo 


from the “ holy {crip- 
unto falvation, 


y De tho: oughly furnithed 


?? 


2 Tim, ii. 14. 17. 
ftles, 2 Tim, i. 13. That 


may by found doctrine exhort and convince gainlayers?”” 


Tiwi i. And dol determine to 


continue in the ‘things 


| 


which 
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which I have learned, knowing frow jwhom I have learned 
them?” 2 Tim. iit. 24. 

‘Do I refolve to give the people the true meaning. ‘of 
Chriftin his word, fo faras I can underftand it, and “ not to 
handle the word of God deceitfully, but by manifeftation 
of the truth commend myfelf to every -man’s confcience in 
the fight of God,” 2 Cor. iv. 2. | 

Am | wratchecal to “avoid prophane and vain babblings,” 


1 Tim. vi. 20. and dol take care to “ fhun foolifh queftions - 
which do gender ftrife, and difputing about words, which are 


to no profit, but the fubvertion of the hearers p» 2 ‘Tim, 
li. 14, 23. 
Do 1 “ ftudy to fhew myfelf approved unto God, rightly 
dividing the word ef truth?” 2 Tim. ii. 15, giving to every 
one, viz, to faints and finners, their noun portion. | 

Do I make it my bulinefs, to “ teftify to all men, whethet 
Jews or Greeks, the neceffity of repentance towards God, 
and faith in Chrift Jefus;” and that “there is no other 


mame under heaven given whereby we may be faved;” 


making this gofpel of Chrift the fubject of my miniftry ? 
Acts xx. 21. Acts iv. 12. 


Do I * conftantly affirm, that thofe, who have bel ieved 


in Chrift Jefus, fhould maintain good works, and follow 
after holinefs, witheut which no man fhall fee the Lord = 
Fit. it. Bed. 

Do I teach thofe that hear me to @obierea all that Chrift 


has commanded us, nor fhun to declare to them at proper 


feafons, the whole countel of God | p” Matt. xxviil. 20, 
Acts xx.) 27. 

Do I preach to the sisal “ not myfelf, but Chri Jefus 
the Lord, and myfelf as their fervant for Chriit’s fake 


Cor. iv. 5. 


Do lin my ftudy and my preaching “ take heed to my 
doctrine and my exhortations, fo. that 1 may fave myfelf and 
them that hear me?” 17Tim, iv. 16, 

Do I “watch over the fouls of men as one that muft 


give an account, being folicitous that 1 may do be with: Joy 


and not with Heb. xiii. 


SECTION 
Of Diligence i in, the Minipiry. 


I “give attendance to reading,” meditation and 


- 


na 


- 
- 
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> Do I reada due portion of fcripture daily, efpecially i in 
the 


— 


— 
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 atlat to him? | 


the New Teftament, and that in eK 
may be’better acquainted with the meaning of the word of 
God? 1 Tim. iv. 13. 


ESSAYS. 


he greek original, that [ 


Do I apply myfelf to thefe things, “ and sive my felf 


i wholly to them, that my profiting may appear toall?’’I Lim.) 
| I 5- | | | 


| 


Do I live, conftantly, as under the eye ef the great Shep- 


herd, whois my mafter and my final judge; and fo fpend 
my hours as to be able to give up a good account of them 


- Do I not “ neglect to ftir up any of -thofe gifts,” which 


God has given me, for the edification of the church? 1 Lim. | 
iv. 14and 2 Tim.i. 6. 
Do I feek, as far as poffible, to know the ftate and the 
wants of my zuditory, that “ may {peak a word in feafon 
1.4. 


Is it my chief defign, in chufing my fubject and com- 


poling my fermon, to edify the fouls of men ? 


Am I determined to take all proper opportunities to 


preach the word, in feafon and out of feafon, that is, in the 
parlour, or the kitchen, or the workhoufe, as well as in 


the pulpit; and feek epportunities to fpeak a word for 


~ Chrift, and help forward the falvation ef fouls? 2 Tim. 


2. 
Do I labour to fhew my love to our Lord Jefus, by 
_ “feeding the fheep, and the lambs of his flock?” John 


Am [ duly folicitous for the fuccefs of my miniftry > 


and do I take all proper methods to enquire what effects 


my miniftry has had on the fouls of thofe who hear me ? 


_ Where I find or hope the work of grace is begun on the 
foul, am I zealous and diligent to promote it? F 


SECTION Hl. 


Of conftant Prayer and Dependence. 


DOI “give myfelf to prayer, as well as to the miniftry 


ef the word?” Acts vi. 4 


Do I make confcience of praying daily in fecret, that F 
hereby maintain holy converfe ith G 
| may increafe in the gift of prayer? Matt. vi. 6, st 
Dol make it my practice to offer “ prayers, fupplications __ 
and interceffions for al! men,” particularly for our rulers,.and | 


od, and alfo, that 


for my fellow-labourers in the miniftr y, and for the church ef 


Chrift 


= 
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Chritt, ald efpecially for thofe to whom preach? I Tim. 
Rom. 1. g, 10. Phil. i. 4. 

| {eek by prayer, for divine dire@ion and afitance i in 

my ‘tudics, and in all my preparations for the public? and do 

I plead, for the fuccefs of my minittry, with God, in whom 
are all our forings? Ephef. iii. 14— 1g. Phil. 1. 8, 9. | 

Do T ever Keep upon my fpirit a deep fenfe of my own 

infufficiency for thefe things, that | may ever depend and 

wait on the power of Chritt, for aid» and for fuccefs ? 2 Cor. 

ii. 16. andi tii §. and 2 ‘Tim. i it, 


SECT I ON IV. | 
Of Self-denial, Humility, Mortification and Patience. 


' DO I endeavour to pleafe all men for their good, and 

' not make it my bufinefs to pleafe myfelf? Rom. Xvi. 2. 

| but to become all to all, that I may win their fouls, fo far 

as is confiftent with being true and faithful to Chrift ? £ Gor. 

23. and ix. 19, 22. 
Dol behave myfelf before men, “not as a lord over 

_God’s heritage, but as a fervant of all for Chrift’s fake ?”’ 

and do [ treat them “ not as having dominion. over their 
faith, but as a helper of their joy?” 2 + ie iv. 5: and 

5 a Am I “gentle and patient towards all men, in meeknefs 
inftruéting thofe that oppofe themfelves 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. 
Do [« approve my/elf,in all things, as a minifter of God 5 

in’ much patience poffefling my own foul,” and bavitig’: the 
government of my own fpirit ? 2 Cor. vi. 4 

Do I, as a man of God, whofe bulinefs is heavenly, flee 
from ovetoufnefs and the inordinate defire of gain; not 
feekin my own things, fo much as the things of Chrift? 
1 Tin). vi. 10, 11. But “having food and raiment, have 
M learned therewith to be content?” 1 Tim. vi. 8. 

Am willing to “endure hardnefs as a good foldier of 
Jefus Chrift? 2 Tim. ii. 3. and am 1 learning to bear 
whatfoever God calls me to, “forthe fake of the eleét, that 
they may obtain falvation with eternal glory?” 2 Tim. 

Io | 
Am more and more againft fhame and fuffering, 
teftimony of my Lord Jelus Chrift ? 2 Tim.i. 

1 willing “to fpend myfelf, and be fpent” for the 
snd f the people, or even to be “ offered up, as a facrifice 

_ for the fervice of their faith ? and do I count nothing dear to 

VoL, B | ‘me, 
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me, that I may fulfil the miniftry w ich I have Scien “t the 


Lord Jefus Pail. ii. 17. 2 15. Acts xx. 24. 


‘SECT I O N V. 7 
| Of Converfatian. ~ 
1S it my conftant endeavour to “ held faft the true faith, 


and a good confcience together, left making fhrpwreck ofone, 


I thould lofe the other alfo?”’ 1 Tim. i. 19. 


Do I walk fo as to be an example “ of chriftians in word, | 
in converfation, 1n charity, in faith, in purity?” xr Tim. iv. 


12. that in“ all things I may thew myfelf a pattern of good 
works? Jit. 


Do I endeavour to walk uprightly among ft men, and de 


nothing by partiality? 1 Tim. v. 21. 
Is my converfation favory and religious, fo as to “ te 
nifter edification to the hearers ?’’ Ephef. iv.. 29. 
Dol  thun youthful lufts, and follow after righteoufnels, 
faith, charity, and peace with all them that call on the Lord, 
out of a pure heart?” 2 Tim.ii. 22. 


Do I avoid, as much as poflible, the 7 temptations — 


to which I may be expofed, and watch againft the times and 
_ places, and company which are dangerous? © 

Do [ practife the chriftian duty of love and charity, to thofe 
who differ from me in Opinion, and even “ blefs and pray for 
them that are my enemies?” Rom. xii. 14. and xiv. §. 


Dol behave myfelf “ blamelefs as a fteward of God, not 


f-lf-willed, not foon angry, not given to wine, nor filthy 
lucre, no brawler, no ftriker 5 a lover of hofpitality, a lover 
of poe ood men, fober, juft, holy, temperate?” ‘Tit. i. 7, 8. 


I daily endeavour “ to give no offence in any thingy that 
the minditey be not blamed ?” 2 Cor. vi. 


Do 1 watch over myfelfin all times, and places, ‘and con- 


verfations, fo as to do and to bear what is required of me, to 


“ make a full proof of my miniftry, and to adorn the doctrine 
ef God my faviour ?”” 2 Tit. i. 20. 


Queftions by young Plofons may be tampht to exa- 
mine themfelves, both as to and 
their Spirsiual Slate. 


WHAT has been my dbucation from my younger years P 
What have been my or as to the 
things of religion? 


me 
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What good ufe have | made of the advantages I have en- 


joyed, ahd what have [ learned by them? 


How have I been inabled to overcome the difadvantages 


that I have laboured under! ? 


What fenfe have J had of the fin of my nature, or the evil 


that dwells i in me, as well as of actucl iis? 


What is the danger and the imifery of a finful ftate P 
Can ‘i remember how I caine to this awakening fenfe of 


fin? Whether bv any fpecial providences, licknefs, dangers or 
troubles, by reading, by preaciting, or by converfation, or 


inftruction of friends ? ae 
What fenfe have [ of my own infufficiency, or inability. to 


{ave myfelfi 
Here will come in, the knowlbled of the infufficiency of 
our own works, to juftify us before God; and our infufh- 
ciency, of ourfelves, to chaige our own tivful natures to 
holinefs, and to fubdue all our indwelling fins. 
What way do I hope to be faved ? 
‘Whois the appointed Saviour? 
Here the name of Chrift will neceflarily come in. | 
Can I remember how I firft came by the know ledge of Jets 
Chritft ? 
Who is Jefus Chrift the Lord? _ 
~ What has he done in order to our falvation ? and of what 
ufe are his fufferings ? 
W hat are the feveral benefits or bleffines which | I Rand ; in 
need of, and which { hope to receive through Jefus Chrift ? 


Here will come in pardon of fin, the jutif cation of our 


perfous, our adoption, our fanétification, &c. 

How am I tobe made partaker of thefe benefits of Chrift ? 
or what muft I do that I may be faved? 

Here the anfwer will be, perhaps, prayer to God, hedtih 
or reading his word, faith in Jefus Chrift, repentance of ail 
our paft fins, with a religious care to practife all the duties of 
holinefs. 

DoI conftantly pray to God in fedebe ? 

How. long fince ] have begun and continued the practice ? 
and how has it been interrupted or neglected P | 

Do [humbly wait for anfwers of prayer ? or only pro- 
nounce a prayer, before God, as a daily tafk ? wel 

DoI make the throne of grace my conftant refuge in ever 
difficulty, danger and trouble, in the things of this life, as 
well as the life to come. 

Dol attend upon reading, or hearing the word of God, and 
2906 'beoks? 
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God, and faith in our Lord Jeius Chri. 


Do! always think over again, and recolle& whet J 


heard, that I may fix it in my memory, and imprefs it more 
upon my heart? 


D> I make it my bufinefs to pray over the things, which I 


hear or read, and fo to profit by fermons and by reading ? ! 


Here the next enquiry wili be about repentance towards 


What is faith, or believingin Chrift? 
Here the anfwer will be, according to the inftrudtions that 


perfons have had, or according to the various expreffions, in 


| the word of God. This faith in Chriit includes in it, or is 


exprefied by, “coming to Chrift that we may be faved, re- 
ceiving of Chrift as he is offered in the gofpel, or accepting 

of him under his various characters and offices, as prophet, 
prieft, king, example, a head or {pring of {piritual life, &c, 
trufting in him, refigning ourfelves to him, giving up our 
fouls into his hands, committing ourfelves him, that we 
may be accepted of God through his obedience and fufferings, 
and fanGtified by his grace, and preferved to his kingdom of 


glory: in all which the young chriftian may himfelf, 
~ whether he has seceived Chiift by faith ? 


What is repentance towards God ? and am [ ah penitent 


_ for my fins? 


What are the figns or evidences, or the effets of true 


faith and fincere repentance 


Now, under thele figns or effects of faith and repentance, 


will come in the various chriftian virtues or giaces, VIZ. 


& Love to God, love toour Lord Jefus Chrift, love to all the 


faints, fhame and forrow, and felf-abhorrence becaufe of fin, a 


hatred of all fin, a holy fear to difpleafe God, zeal for Ged and 
for Jefus Chrift in the world, a detire to pleafe God, in all 
things, and to practife every duty both towards God and men, 
fincere delight in the ways and worfhip of God, defires and 
endeavours after univerfa] holinefs in heart and life, fubmif- 
fion to the will of God in life and death, and a humble hope 
of falvation.”’ 

Have J any reafonable ground to hope thad thefe chriftian 
virtues or graces are wrought in me ?P wan I found the exer~ 
cife of them on proper occafions ? 

Or whence do I hope toattain them, or any further degrees 
of them ? 

Here will come in the doctrine of the pit of God, and his 
operations. 

How pal J obtain the influence or aids of this fpirit | ? 


Does 


hy 
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Dees not the fcripture fay, “ A man muft be born again, 
if he would enter into the kingdom of heaven ?” John | lil. 3» 5 
W hat is this being born again, or regeneration P 

Here perhaps, ‘this may be defcribed by other exprefibns 


ermetaphors of fcripture, fuch being converted unto. 


God, being new created unto Chriit Jelus unto good. works, 
being raifed again from the dead, or dying to fin, and living 
to righteoufnels 5” all which denote a great and general 


change made in the foul. 


W hat evidences have {that ] am born again, or bes I oe 


_ had fuch a change wrought upon me? What difference can I 


find between what | once was, and what I now am ? Whether 
my thoughts and defires, my chi f hopes, wiihes and delights, 
are the fame that ever they were? Or whether I find an 
chanve in the temper of my mind from fin to holinefs?) 

Note here, Such a change will commonly be lefs apparent 
in thofe, who have enjoyed a religious education ions their’ 
child :00d. 

What are my prefent chief defires, and purpofes, and holy 
refolutions ? Or what is, and {hall be the chief aim, end and 
defign of my life? 

Have La fettled bent and biafs of foul, to hate and dvoid 


every fin, ‘and to follow after God and godlinels, according to 


the rules of the gofpel § ? 


Note, This is a better evidence of true Lotsele bein than 
any psffionate effects orfenfations, either of love, grief, 
or joy. 

el I able of myfelf to fulfil thefe sittin: and to perfe- 
vere in them, or how fhall I be made able 

W hat is my duty then in order to this happy end ae | 

Here watchfulnefs, and prayer to God, cruft and depen- 
dence on Chrift, or the holy fpirit, willcomein. 

Have I, in any inftances, been inabled to fupprefs my 
finful inclinations, my irregular pafhons, and to refift the 
temptations of fin, which I have met with in the world ? | 

In all thefe religious exercifes, in fecret and in public, what 
help have I had from any particular incidents of life, from any 


providences of God, towards myfelf, or towards others ? 


Have any particular fermons, occalional difcourfes, texts of 
fcripture, viz. commands, threatenings, promifes, reproofs, 
examples, &c. been of any f{pecial ufe to me? and what are 
thofe texts of fcripture, that have beep made fo ufeha to ) my 
own {pecial occalions ? 


| 
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What have been the evident good effeéts, and particular 


Influences of any of thefe things upon me? And have I en- 
| deavoured to preferve and improve them? Have they been 


vanifhing or lafting ? 


FRAGMENTS OF BIOGRAPHY. 


—rr | 


FRAGMENT VII. Or JUSTIN MART YR. 
THE hiftory of Juftin may be collected partly from his 


own writings, and partly from the writings of other ancient 


He was born at Flavia Neapolis (anciently called Sichem) 


2 city of Samaria in Palcitine. His father’s name was Prifcusy 
his grandfather’s Bacchius. 


Juftin was early a lover of truth. He was well inftructed 
in the learning of his day, having ftudied philofophy under 


feveral matters ; fArft under a Siaic, next under a Peripatetic, 


then under a Pythagorean, and lafily under a Platonic philo- 
fopher: whofe principles and fentiments he preferred above 
all other, until he became acquainted with the chriftian reli- 


- gion, which he then embraced, (as he himfelf fays) as the 


certain and ufeful philofophy. 


he exact time of his converiion, is uncertain, but it is- 


=| {uppofed to have happened about the year 132 or 133. Con- 
cerning it he gives fome account in his dialogue with Try- 


pho. Thefe particulars we have from himfelf: | 


The courfe of his life, after his cenverfion, is thus briefly 
digefted by Cave. In the beginning of the reign of Anto- 
ninus the Pious, he came to Rome; and in the year 140 
prefented his firft Apoiogy to that emperor. Afterwards he 
went into Afia, where he had the celebrated conference with 


Trypho the Jew; and then returned again to Rome, where | 


he wrote his fecond Apology, infcribed to Marcus Antoni- 
nus the philofopher, and futfered martyrdom about the year 
168. Heis fuppofed, at the time of his martyrdom, to have 


been about fceventy-four or feventy-fix years of age, 


Honourable mention is made of Juitin, by many ancient — 


ehriftian writers: Tatian calls him an admirable man! 


~Methe. 


| 
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Methodius fays, “ He was a man not far removed from the 
apofties, either in time, or virtue.” Eufebius fays, “ He 
flourifhed not long after the times of the apoitles.”” Photius 
fays, ‘* He was weil ucquainted with the chriftian philofophy, 
and efpecially with the heathen; rich in the knowledge of 
hiftory, and other parts of learning. But he took little care 
to fet off the native beauty of philofephy, with the ornaments 
of rhetoric. For which reafon his difcourfes, though © 
weighty and learned, want thofe allurements which are apt to 
attract the vulgar.” And he adds, “ He fhewed himfelf a 
philofopher, not only in words, but in his actions, and his 
habit.”’ 

Juitin left behind him a great number of very ufeful books ; 


as his two Apologies, mentioned above: a book written 
againft the Greeks [or Gentiles]: another book written 


againft the Gentiles, called Elenchus [or a Confutation} : 
another of the Monarchy of God: anether, entitled Pfaltes ; 


of the Soul: and a Dialogue againft the Jews, which he had 


Befides thefe, there are two Epiftles, the former of which 


was written to Zena and Serenus, and the latter to Diogne- 
| 


tus. , There is likewife a work called, Quzftiones & Re- 


fponfiones ad Orthodoxos, and fome other pieces, ufuall 
joined to Juftin’s works; but the arguments advanced againit 
them by the learned, almoft prove them to be the produc- 
tions of different pens, and of different periods. 

Jufin’s larger Apology is ftill extant entire. The begin- 
ning of the fecond Apology is wanting : as is, alfo, the con- 


clufion of the firft; and the beginning of the fecond part of 


the Dialogue with Trypho. ‘lhe piece we now have of the 
Monarchy of God, feems to be a fragment of the genuine 
work of Juftin with that title. 

In enumerating Juftin’s works, I omitted one called, An 
Oration to the Gentiles ; and another called, An Exhorta- 
tion to the Gentiles; for thefe, by fome, are fuppofed to be 
none other than thofe mentioned above; and efpecially the 


latter, which 1s .generally fuppofed to be the Elenchus men- 
tioned by Eufebius. qt 


Juftin Martyr, in his works, has numerous quotations, 
from almoft all the books of the New Teftament; and in his 
firit Apology to Antoninus the Pious, he mentions that the 
Gofpels of the New Teftament were read and expounded in 
the folemn aflemblies of the chriftians, as the books of the Old 
Teftament were; and as they had been before in the Jewith 
| I hope 
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heathenith worfhip? Would he exchange his heat 
fatil and abfurd as- it was, for a religion which had no 
‘better evidence? Did he not live at a time when, and in 
places where, he had good opportunity to {crutinize the 


| | 


f 
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I hope I hall be if at the of this 


ment, TT afk; from the converfion, the wri ings, and the 


riod of this great man, may not arguments, replete with | 


| Prenat, be brought in favour of the chriftian religion? Was 

not the mind of Juftin, after fuch an application to philofo- 

@: filled with the refined reafoning of ancient Greece? 
a 


s he not acquainted with the futility and abfurdity of the | 
enifm, 


characters, doctrines, and miracles of the fir ft preachers of 
"the gofpel? and of Jefus Chrift himfelf? Would he not 


avail himfelf of thefe opportunities ’—If then, fuch a perfon, 


whofe time had been devoted to ftudy, whofe mental abilities - 


were now at their ftrength, being (as is fuppofed) thirty- 
eight years of age, and whofe mind by education, &c. had 


been biafled an oppofite way; if, 1 fay, fuch a perfon, deli-- 


berately chofe the chrittian religion, is it not féstohuble to 
fuppofe, that, upon examination, he found the facts to be 
-true, which are declared unto us in the New Teftament ?— 

» In fhort, we not only find that he embraced chriftianity, but 
he laid out his ot and his life in vindication of it: he 
“wrote in it’s defence to Antoninus the Pious; and after his 
- deceafe, to his fucceffor, Marcus Antoninus the philofopher : 
and at laft, when a perfecution was raifed againft the 


I+ + chriftrans, he died in it’s tiie fealing the truth of las with 


his blood. 


| | 
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FRAGMENT VU 


DIONYSIUS OF CORINTH. 
EUSEBIUS, in Chronicle, at the deventh year of 


(Maries Antoninus, (which is the year of our ‘Lord 17I,) | 


fays, Dionyfius, bifhop of Corinth, a facred man, was then 
.4n reputation. He wrote feven letters, called by Eufebius 


Catholic, or general, they being fent to divers churches ; and > 


- another to a Chriftianm Woman. Thefe epiftles are men- 


tioned by Eufebius in the following order: One to the 
‘Lacedemonians: another to the Athenians: the third to the 
faithful of Nicomedia, which was the capital ‘city of 
 Bithynia: the fourth to the church at Grot na, ape the 
reft of the churches of Crete: the fifth t Lurch in 
Amattris, ogether with the churches throughout Pontus : 

| | the 
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firft of the church of the Athenians. See Acts 


CORRESPONDENCE: 
fixth to the Gnoffians, in Crete: the 
{Cventh to the Romans, infcribed to Soter, then bifhop. 


And befide thefe, fays Eufebius, there is extant ss call 
fent to Ghryfophora, a moft faithful fifter. 
In the epiftle tothe Athenians, he relates, fays the author, 


cited that Dionyfius the Areopagite, who was 
e faith by the apoftle Paul, according to the — 


verted to t 
account given in the Acts of the Apoftles, was appointed the 


> 


xVii. 34 
“We are forry to add, of thefe dxcalival epiftles nothing res | 


mains, except {ome fragments j in Eufebius. 


| 


| 


Dionyfius was a man of great eloquence and hile: 


and in thefe fhort fragments which are remaining, he fhews . 
a peaceable difpofition, in recommending peace and unity to 


the Lacedemonians.. He fhews his goodnefs and candour, in — 


his precept tothe Amaftrians, that all who recover from an 


fall, whether of vice or heretical opinion, fhould be kindly 
received ; and hi$ judgment and good fenfe, as well as virtue, 
in his admonition to Pinytus, bifhop of the Gnoffians ; not 
tO impofe on thé brethren the heavy yoke of continence as _ 


neceflary ; but to confider the infirmity of moft. In a word, 


itis the character that Eufebius gives him, That he was’ 
— ufeful toall, by his divine labours, and not only to the church 


particularly under his care. Dionyhts was. an excellent 
man.” ||| 
He has been called a martyr by fome, but. without "7: 


foundation in MIN iMUS. 


| 


Seleted from Mr. Henry's Expof tion, 


| 


Cian XII. YOU may as foon find a living man, 


without breath, as a living chriftian without prayer. v. 4. 
comfort in this world has it’s crofs attending it. 


Every 

Bad fervants often make great deal of mifchief 
families. v. 7. 


quarrels of profeifers are the reproach of. profettion. 
V. 


God fends. preachers before he fends deftroyers. v. 12. 


| j 


Senfual choices are finful choices, and feldom ipeed 
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CORRESPONDENCE: 


Cuar. XIV. Pride, covetoufnefs, and are the 
from which wars’ and fightings come, to thefe infatiable 
gdols the’blood of thoufands has been facrificed. v.g. 
Many an honeft man fares the worfe his “wicked 
 geighbours. v. FO. 
‘ en we go out of the way of our duty, > we put durichves 
from under God’s protection. ibid. 
The true chriftiat is the true hero. v. 
that’venture in a good caufe, with a good helirt, 
| under the fpecial protection of a good Gods and ry reafon 
tohope for a good iffue. v. 16. 


Cuap. XV. Where there is great faith yet may | be 
fears! v.1. 
4 hough we muft never complain of God, yet e have 
Jeave to complain to him. 2. 
"True believers fometimes find it hard to God's $ 
erst promifes and his providences, when they fcem to ifagree. 
te very watchful eye mutt be kept upon our. fpirit facrie 
Thofe that are bleffed ida beloved of God, are oftentimes 
afflicted by wickedmen. v.13, 


Cuar. XVI. F oul “temptations may have fair pretences. 
Vv. 2. | 


Thofe are not sleeve | in the right who are moft loud and 
forward in appealing to God. v. 5. 


It is a great mercy to be ftopped 1 ina finful way, either by 
confcien¢e er providence. v.8. 


Thofe that leave turbulent have rouble 
fome lives. v.12. 


Tei is better to feed five drones farve 
one bee. 


Decent civil pa ‘isa great ornament to piety. ibid. 


Hearty friendfhip wiil ftoop:to any thin but fin, 7 
There is nothing got by gadding. ps 


» Ifour friends be kind tous, we muft not be fo unkind to 
_ them as to fuffer fin uponthem. v.13. | 


It is a thame to do but a greater thame deny 
it. 15. | 


Phe pooreft fervants have precious that 
looked after. 
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REVIEW, St, 


Thon sh fin is to be hated, finners are to be pitied and 


ayed Vv. 23. 
We cannot cxpect too little from man, nor too much from 


‘God. v. 3 3- 
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“SELECT. PUBLICATIONS. 


Radical cans of sacsiterettil the prefent Scarcity, and preoenting 
‘Famine in future > tneluding the Propofal of a Maximum, 
on a new Principle. To which ts prefixed, An Addrefs 
to the Legiflature, on a Plan of meliorating the Condition of 
Society at darge. By Edwaids, 153 pages 


‘As we pretend not. to decide on. ‘many parts of this perform, e 
ance, we content ourfelves with giving our-readers an accoun 
of it’s contents ; and with fayigg that che Author writes like 
‘a man of bumane feelings, ane of accurate and extenfive 
obfervation, 

I. The Author’s motive. II, The engagements of ‘fo- 
, fociety, in refpect.of fupplying the community with provifion, 
and the neceffaries of life. III. Heads of the different caufes 


ofthe prefent fcarcity. IV. Real fearcity of the neceflaries 


of life, arifing from caufes, which human precaution cannot 
prevent; and how it may be moft effectually removed. By 
the advancement of pecuniary aid; by importation; by 
fuitable agencies eftablifhed throughout the kingdom; by a 


proper plan of economical confumption; by growth of crops 


for fupplying food during the enfuing {pring and fummer ; 
by meafures, which, though compuliory, will be highly ad- 
vantageous, and eyen neceflary in certain cafes of emergency. 
V. ‘The increafe of population, and additional numbers to be 


maintained by the produce of the kingdom, a caufe of — 


{carcity, and how this may be moft effectually obviated. 
VI. Exceffive burdens impofed,’ particularly upon agricul- 


turalinduftry, a caufe of fcarcity, and how this may be moft 
effectually obviated. VIL. The too great. prevalence of 
in regard to the neceflaries life, a caufe of 
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REVIEW, &Xc, 
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_ fearcity, andhow this may be moft effeftually obviated. 
The defe&tive, or {tate of the of 
the kingdom, a caufe of fcarcity, and ‘how this may be moft 
effectually obviated. By the advancement of agriculture, as 
a practical evidence ; and removing obftacles in the way: of - 
"W's progrefs. By exciting greater agricultural {pirit through- 
- @ut the kingdom. By enclofing lands held in common, 


By limiting the number of ftock kept upon waftes. By im- 


_ proving the ordinary agriculture of the kingdom. | y meli- 
Grating the old enclofed lands of inferior quality throughout 


kingdom. By farms ofproper fizes. IX. The exorbi- 


tant prices of commodiiies in general, a caufe of fcarcity, and 


how this may be effectually obviated. By removing taxes 
the neceflaries and effential comforts of life. By leffon= 


ing, at the public expence, the high price of corn, to the 
lower orders. By meliorating the condition of the lower 


erders. X. The practical application of agriculture, for the 


for the Author, XV. General fummary. 


benefit of the wealthy, a caufe of fcarcity, and how this may be 

effectually obviated. By preventing the interference of grazing, 
«with the corn fyftem. By fubftituting, fo far as is proper, 
 -exen for horfes. XI. The combination of both real and ar- 
 tificial fearcity, with excefs of competition among the 
- Buyers, acaufe of f{earcity, and how this may be effectually 
obviated. XII. The propofal of a maximum, upon a new 


rinciple; and all objections made to a maximum ftudioufly 


“colleéted, and fully anfwered.' XIII. Remarks upon the 


fures of relief, adopted by the legiflature. Xl Apoe 
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